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The theme “Firm in the Storm” was chosen this year, and quite fitting. Many of these pastors 
have been pastoring, caring for their people and finding extra work to make ends meet for 
themselves and families. To be able to offer space to them to take a breath and be cared for, to 
address some of what they have been going through and have time together was life giving.  
 
The following is a report from Heather Molina (married to Arturo), one of our One Life friends: 
 
As a ministry, all of the plans we had for 2020 had to be changed or modified, and our biggest 
loss here in Mexico was no longer being able to gather our local pastors together. As the 
Directors of Pastoral Ministry, Arturo & I did all we could throughout the year to keep the 
pastors engaged and connected. Many of these activities were also possible due to the generous 
donations from CAC. We are truly grateful!  
 
In the months leading up to the pastors seminar originally planned, it looked like it would no 
longer happen. We knew and had heard how our group of pastors craved that fellowship. Thanks 
to God, CAC, and our One Life team, we changed what was planned as a 3-day conference and 
were able to put together a 1-day event for our pastors to come together and be filled and 
refreshed. The day was packed full of excellent sessions, prayer times, food and fellowship. It 
was a beautiful day, deeply blessing our pastors. Thank you so much to all who contributed to 
make this event possible, and for all of your continued prayers for these pastors as they serve in 
San Quintin! 
 
Wins 

• Attendance: At first we estimated that maybe 20 people would come. This was based on 
the disconnect felt due to months without gathering, but we were pleasantly surprised to 
have about 40 people confirmed to attend! Among those were 15 pastors/pastor couples 
and key leaders from their churches. 
 

• Speaker: We had planned on Jorge Salazar (a CAC connection) coming to speak and were 
disappointed when he was unable to travel (we plan on having him next year)! This year 
we invited pastor Amador Alvarez, a pastor in Las Aves, a small community half hour 
north of San Quintin. He and his wife are the directors of Seminario del Oeste, a Bible 
school that has established international campuses and produced many well-equipped 
leaders, including some of the pastors in our circle. Pastor Amador did an excellent job 
sharing the word of God in a direct, engaging and powerful way. The pastors had only 
good things to say about the sessions and we felt that the messages shared were 
poignantly relevant in these times. 
 

• Theme: Arturo & I met with Pastor Amador and his wife beforehand and decided on 
“Firm in the Storm”. Each idea we talked through seemed to fall under this category of 
how to stay firm and persevere in what has been a storm of a year that doesn’t seem to 
have an end in sight. In the three sessions, Pastor Amador shared three messages: 1) 
Pastoring in a Pandemic, 2) Leading Through Depression, 3) Unifying the Church. Each 
session hit home as our pastors were deeply impacted, some moved to tears, moved to 
share, and a beautiful atmosphere of vulnerability and trust was felt. 
 



• Resources: As we were planning what kind of resources we would offer the pastors and 
leaders, Holly from CAC had an amazing idea of including a package of groceries for each  
person/couple attending. That was a great and unexpected gift for the pastors given at 
the end of the evening. They were so pleasantly surprised and thankful. Bible 
dictionaries were also available resources and the pastors were eager to participate in 
games to win them. This year we also printed some t-shirts with the One Life logo that 
pastors were able to win, and they were eager to compete for those as well. 
 

• Fun: I think the pastors had been waiting for so long to get together, they had a lot of fun 
when they were finally able to. We had a lot of laughs as they participated in games we 
had planned. They shared fellowship over coffee and snacks or during mealtimes. We 
can count on them to be friendly competitive in any chance they have to play, which 
makes things a lot of fun as they participate. 
 

• Q&A Time: Some really great conversation was generated through this time allotted for 
in the schedule. It can be unpredictable to open the floor to any of our pastors who have 
different or strong personalities. There were a few awkward moments as some of our 
more outspoken pastors shared opinions, but it turned into good discussion. I think our 
speaker did a great job of handling the comments and turning them into something we 
could all learn from. 

 
This year’s pastors seminar, though very different than originally planned, was a really beautiful 
time. The pastors and OL staff were so blessed. We are so thankful for the donations that 
allowed this event to happen in such unsure times. The pastors commented on how they had 
craved this time together and had been waiting for so long. The opportunity for them to have 
fellowship and enjoy time together while absorbing great and solid teaching is so important to 
them, and it was truly a joy for us to be able to give.  
 
Our heart is for these pastors, to equip and empower them, but more than all of that, to care for 
them. This event gave us the opportunity to do all of those things. Thank you so much to all who 
donated and have believed in these pastors and in us as we serve them. On behalf of the pastors 
and One Life staff, we thank you so very much and pray that God would bless you and multiply 
back to you all you have sown! 
 



 


