
Symbols of Love
Read the Bible verse, 1 John 3:18, and then go 
with your child around the house to find items 
that remind you of ways to show love. Each 
time you find a symbol of love, talk about what 
it means and how you can use it to show love 
to someone. For example, if you find a teddy 
bear, you can say that it is huggable, just 
like giving hugs shows love. Or you can say 
that the teddy bear can be given as a gift to 
someone who needs a hug.

Neighborly 
Generosity
Practice generosity with neighbors or church 
friends. Invite several families over for a 
potluck at your home one evening this week. 
Have your child help choose and prepare a 
main dish, a beverage, and a dessert to serve. 
Ask your guests to bring salads, vegetables, 
bread, and fruit dishes to round out the meal. 
Afterward, talk about how each family member 
shared generously so that everyone could 
enjoy a special meal. Emphasize the different 
talents that went into preparing the meal.

Today your child learned that he or she has been given gifts and 
possessions that can be shared with others. The children learned 
that being generous is like giving precious gifts of love to others 
and that generosity is pleasing to God. Use these activities to 
encourage your child to be generous every day.

Money Matters
Encourage your child to try this method of dividing allowance and 
birthday money. Set out three jars with a sign that says, “God wants 
us to be generous.” Label the jars “spending,” “savings,” and “church 
and charity.” Help your child decide how to divide the money among the 
three jars, explaining that God asks that we return to him one-tenth of 
everything we have. Encourage your child to wisely spend the money from 
the spending jar. Once a month visit the bank together, and deposit the 
 savings-jar money. Then count the money in the church-and-charity jar, 
and discuss how much to give to your church and how much to give to 
charity. Suggest charities such as the Red Cross, a toys-for-tots program, 
a local soup kitchen, or your church’s missionary program. If possible, 
have your child personally give the money to the charity.

Gleanings
Visit a nature area or park near your home. “Glean” fallen natural 
objects such as pine cones, twigs, and leaves. Don’t pick any living 
plants. When you get home, spray the items with a generous amount of 
hair spray. Then arrange them in a basket or vase, and put the bouquet 
on your table. Before each meal, look at the basket, and thank God for 
providing everything you need—even beautiful decorations.
Refer to these verses with your family throughout the week:
•  Mark 12:41-44. In what way can you be generous with what you have?
•  Luke 12:15. What have you been selfish with in the past that you can be 

generous with now?
•  Luke 12:33. Think of something you can give to someone in need. What 

is it, and who will you give it to?

Ruth 2:God wants us to  be generous.

Bible Story
Ruth gleans in Boaz’s  

field. (Ruth 2:1-23)

Bible Verse
“Dear children, let’s not merely say that  

we love each other; let us show the  

truth by our actions”  

(1 John 3:18).
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