
Preparing to Lead a 
Mark Discipleship Study 

 



“Leading a Walk Through the Gospel of Mark” 

Copyright Mountain View Fellowship 2019 

Version Beta 020119 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any 
form or by any means including photocopying, without prior written permission of Mountain View 

Fellowship. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living 
Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of 

Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved. 

Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com The “NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks 

registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™ 

Portions of study adapted from: 
 Paul, William A. 2000. Inductive Bible Study: A Study in the Gospel of Mark. Colorado Springs, 

Colorado: Christian and Missionary Alliance Church Leadership Academy. 

We continue to pursue improving this resource, and would love any feedback, corrections or ideas 
that would help us continue developing this study. If you have questions about the content, 

suggestions for edits, or wish to use part of this document in another means,  
please contact Pastor Mike James - mike@mvfcolorado.com 

http://www.zondervan.com
mailto:mike@mvfcolorado.com


Table of Contents
Table of Contents 1 

Introduction - Starting the Walk 1 
Why start a walk with Mark? 1 
What does a “Walk” discussion look like? 1 
Let’s get started 3 
Reflecting on your reading 3 

Lesson 1 - The Context of Mark’s Gospel 5 
The Title 5 
The Author 7 
Overview of the book 9 
The Type of Book 15 

Who are the people involved in Mark’s Gospel? 15 
What kind of miracles did Jesus perform? 16 

Lesson 2 - Jesus’ Preparation for Ministry 17 
Mark 1:2-13 - Important Preliminary Events 18 

Lesson 3 - Early Public Ministry: Opposition, Disciples, Miracles and Parables 24 
Proclaiming the Kingdom 24 
Early Public Ministry 25 
Opposition to Jesus’ Ministry 27 
Disciples, Parables and Miracles 29 

Lesson 4 - Traveling Ministry in Galilee 32 

Jesus’ Galilean Ministry on the Way to Jerusalem 32 
Galilean Ministry 33 

Lesson 5 - Ministry on the Road to Jerusalem 37 
Journey to Jerusalem 37 

Lesson 6 - Holy Week 42 
The Last Week Chronology 43 

Lesson 7 - Conflict in Jerusalem 46 
A Week of Debates 46 

Lesson 8 - Crucifixion and Resurrection 53 
X 53 

Lesson 9 - Summary of the Gospel of Mark 54 
Appendix A - Biblical References 55 
Appendix B - Map of Israel during Jesus’ Ministry 56 
Appendix C - Map of Jerusalem during Jesus’ Ministry 57





Gospel of Mark 
Lesson 1

Introduction - Starting the Walk 

This is a different study of the Gospel of Mark than you have encountered before.  Our purpose is to 
prepare you to lead an informal study or “walk” discussion through Mark with another person or two. 
The goal of a “walk” is to allow a person to become familiar with Jesus though the Gospel of Mark, 
and ask questions that the Holy Spirit raises in them about the text. It is not a study where everything is 
researched in high detail, every nuance explored, or every theological implication debated. A walk is, 
however, a great opportunity for someone to grow closer in their faith, trust and relationship with Jesus 
by looking at Biblical truth. A walk takes the form of a few friends getting together, with you the leader 
saying, “Let's read through scripture together and talk about what stands out to you.” A walk is not 
“let’s read scripture and I will tell you what it means.” 

This study is to prepare you to lead (or facilitate) a walk. This means that this study will go into some 
detail in parts of Mark so you will be better equipped to answer many questions because you have 
already encountered the questions yourself. This study is not an exhaustive manual on leading a walk. 
Leading a walk requires a heavy reliance upon the Holy Spirit to help bring up good questions and 
provide you with solid, Biblically grounded answers. 

Just to be clear: the study is going to take time to complete. It will take effort to work through this 
study because you are going to be asked to answer some of the tough questions that are often asked 
as a new believer reads Mark. 

Why start a walk with Mark? 
Being a Christian starts and ends with Jesus. What better way to find out who Jesus is and why follow 
him than by reading the Gospels?  Of the four Gospels, Mark is the most approachable for someone 
with no or little church background. Reading Mark does not require as much cultural and Old 
Testament background to understand as Matthew or John. Mark focuses on the earthly ministry of 
Jesus, and mostly on his actions over his teachings, which is also a help for someone exploring Jesus. 
It also helps that Mark is the shortest of the Gospels! 

What does a “Walk” discussion look like? 
When helping others learn about Jesus, one of the best ways is to slowly read through Mark by going 
over 1-4 natural units each time you meet. Natural units are the smallest complete sections of events 
or teachings. The Gospel of Mark has 73 natural units (you will get a list in lesson 1). Going through 
all of these can take many months to complete together, but is a great way to help them get a correct 
grasp on who Jesus is and why they need him in their lives.  After all, discipleship is not a quick fix or 
giving silver bullets. Discipleship requires relationship, which means it will take time. 
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You do not need a book or commentary to do this kind of study together.  Instead, the format of a 1

“walk” discussion is simple: 

1. Open in prayer, asking for illumination of the text 
2. Read aloud a natural unit 
3. Give time for the person to interact with the text. Some questions you can ask are: 

a. What stands out most to you in these verses? 
b. Do these verses match or do they seem different then what we have already read 

together? 
c. What words or phrases jumped out at you as we read these verses? 
d. How would you summarize this passage? 

4. Ask the question “What questions did this section raise for you?” 
5. Answer together any questions they have by:  2

- Ensuring that their question is rooted in the text (not something they think they heard, or 
have heard from somewhere else) 

- Determining the context (historical & literary) for the verses 
- Observing what is happening in the text 
- Facilitating the person answering their own question (if possible) by asking them 

powerful and thought provoking questions 
- Providing some possible (but Biblical) answers to their question if they are not able to 

come up with an answer as you walk them through the above steps 
- Confirming that your joint conclusion is Biblical  3

- Asking “Why is this question important to you?” 
- Asking “What truth from this do we need to accept and live by?” 

6. Decide to move on to another unit, or stay on what you just discussed. 
7. Close in prayer, thanking the Spirit for what has been revealed 

 Although a study or life application Bible is a nice resource to have with you. I do suggest you try and answer 1

the questions without using the “helps” and commentary from these Bibles, and then use the commentary to 
confirm your conclusions.

 If you don’t know the answer to a question, go through the steps and see if the answer naturally comes out.  If 2

not, transparency is good! We don’t have to have all the answers. Admit you do not know and commit to finding 
out the answer for your next time together.

 This is where scripture cross references in a study Bible would be helpful. If you are not completely sure your 3

answer comes from the Bible, be transparent and say “I believe…” or “In my opinion…” and then commit to 
confirming your answer for your next meeting together.
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Let’s get started 
Over the course of this study, you are going to read the Gospel of Mark at least 5 times. We are 
going to start with doing a “single sitting” reading of Mark.  For an average adult reader, Mark takes 
about 80 minutes to read. 

Your first assignment will be to find a place and time that you can sit and read Mark in one sitting (all 
at once).  

Why? The books of the Bible were not originally written with chapter and verse numbers.  They were 4

written as one story or letter. The early Christian church services were typically centered on someone 
reading aloud one of the books of the Bible. Mark was originally written with the intention of this kind 
of format for it to be heard. 

Many of us read the Bible using chapters as divisions of where we start and stop. After all, chapter 
numbers are a convenient way to remember where we have read before. However, reading this way 
can obscure some aspects of what the author was trying to emphasize in the text. 

Ready to get started?  

Find a quiet, comfortable spot. Turn off your cellphone (or silence it and put it out of reach). Let your 
family know you need some time by yourself.  Grab a translation of the Bible you enjoy (or I suggest 
using the New Living Translation or NLT). To help you establish your reading speed, write down the 
time you start reading and then record the time when you are done. 

Ready? Go! 

Start Time:  ______________. End Time: ______________ 

Time it took me to read: ___________________ minutes 

Reflecting on your reading 
How was reading Mark in one sitting different from other times you have read Mark? 

What insight did you gain into the book of Mark reading it through in one sitting? 

 Chapter and verse numbers were added to the Bible starting in 1551 by a French printer to aid production of 4

Bibles on a printing press. While some work was put into where they were added, the chapters and verses do not 
always make great divisions between different thoughts or events. 
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What words or phrases stuck out to you as you read Mark? 

What insight do these words provide to the message, purpose, pace or structure of the book? 

What do you think are the major themes or point of the Gospel of Mark? 

What new questions did reading Mark raise for you? 

How will you approach answering these questions? 

Have you ever read another book of the Bible in one sitting before?   

What other books of the Bible would you now consider reading in one sitting?  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Lesson 1 - The Context of Mark’s Gospel 

When you sit down to understand a book, there are a few things that are helpful to know. First, you 
have to know what kind of book it is (novel, biography, textbook, poetry, history, etc) and who wrote it. 
It is often helpful to understand why the author wrote it, and perhaps a little of the backstory of the 
author so you can understand their perspective. Often you can learn this information by looking at the 
dust jacket, back of the book, or a review of the book. To understand the book of Mark, it is helpful to 
know some of these things as well. 

The Bible is composed of 66 different books, written by 40 different authors over a span of more than 
2000 years. In general terms, the books of the Bible represent seven different genres or types of 
writing.  Each of these genres require us to read them with a slightly different method and set of 5

expectations. Mark was written using the Gospel genre, which means it will be a mix of teaching and 
narrative history. Gospels are not neither biographies, nor chronological histories. Instead, they use 
narratives to present different aspects of Jesus. We can read them like stories while we keep in mind 
that Gospels are intended with a purpose beyond simply a story with a moral. 

Before we dive too deeply into Mark’s content, we need to gain an understanding of the background 
or context of the book. 

The Title 
What is the title of this book in your Bible? 

Is that the title the author gave it? 

Does it describe what the book is about? 

Read Mark 1:1 
NLT: “This is the Good News about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. It began…” 
NIV: “The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God…” 

Rewrite this opening statement in your words. 

How might this opening statement describe the contents of the book? 

 The seven main Biblical genres are prophecy, poetry, wisdom, narrative history, Gospels, epistles (or letters), 5

and apocalypse (end of the world).
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Do you think that this might be the title the author gave his book? 

Based upon Mark 1:1 and assuming it was the original title of the book: 

Who is the book about? 

What does the title say about the principal character? 

What kind of book is it? 

Let’s make some interpretations. 

What does the word “gospel” mean? (look up the word in both a regular and Bible dictionary) 

 Regular definition: 

 Bible dictionary definition: 

Why does the title say it is the “beginning of the gospel”? 

What does that imply? 

What does the word “Christ” mean? (look it up in a dictionary) 

What does the title “Son of God” mean? 

It is reasonable for us to conclude that Mark 1:1 is the author’s title for the book. He states that this is 
the good news about Jesus Christ (the anointed one or Messiah), and that he is the Son of God. In 
many ways, this statement is the thesis of the book (what the author is trying to claim and prove). As 
we look at the rest of the book of Mark, we need to keep in mind the book’s content will relate back 
and support this thesis.   
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By reading Mark, we will discover: 

• What the good news is 
• Who Jesus Christ is 
• How the author arrived at the conclusion that Jesus is the Son of God 
• Why this is good news 

The Author 
The book itself does not give us the name of the author. However, it is universally accepted that Mark, 
Peter’s interpreter and helper, was the author of this book. We learn this from writings dating back to 
the Second Century. It is probable that the same Mark was the John Mark mentioned in the book of 
Acts as a companion of Pauls’ on the first missionary journey. 

Look up the following references, and jot down what they say about the author of this remarkable 
book: 

• Acts 12:12 

• Acts 12:25 

• Acts 13:5, 13 

• Acts 15:36-41 

• Colossians 4:10 

• Philemon 24 

• 2 Timothy 4:11 

• 1 Peter 5:13 

Read Mark 14:51-52 
In your own words, state what these verses are about. 

Who is this young man? 
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Is this incident important to the rest of the story about Jesus’ arrest? 

Many Bible scholars believe that this young man was the author himself. It was his way of saying, “I 
was there," without drawing excessive attention to himself. 

Using a Bible dictionary, encyclopedia, study Bible or some other source, what else can you find out 
about John Mark? 

It is widely believed that John Mark became a companion and ministry partner with the Apostle Peter. 
He was likely Peter’s secretary and interpreter. John Mark undoubtedly listened and learned from 
Peter’s eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ ministry, which John Mark used as his source for the material for 
writing his book. In other words, Mark gives us Peter’s observations of the life and ministry of Jesus. 
This should help us to understand that what Mark writes is reliable information, not just hearsay or 
anecdotes he picked up from various sources. It may also give us insight into the manner, pace, and 
perspective which the events in the book come from. 

Why is this important to the credibility of the book? 

It is also widely believed that the Gospel of Mark was the first Gospel written down, sometime between 
55-60AD or about 20-30 years after Jesus’ ministry, death and resurrection. Unlike today, there was 
not an immediate urgency to write down the events because the culture related largely to verbal story 
telling. As time went on, two factors created an urgency for Jesus’ ministry to be recorded. First, many 
of the eyewitnesses to Jesus were dying, either from martyrdom or old age. Second, the Gospel was 
spreading quickly and the new churches were hungry for trustworthy sources of information about 
Jesus. This prompted the Gospels to be written. 
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Overview of the book 
Before beginning a detailed study of Mark’s Gospel, you should get a feel for the book. Read the 
book through for a second time and fill out the table starting on page 11. This exercise will give you 
an overview of the book and will help you to observe some attributes about this book. You will take 
note of several aspects of each section: 

1. Section Title: Create a title for the section you are reading in your own words. Many Bibles include 
“uninspired headings” for different sections or events. See if you can create your own title. 

2. Type: You should decide what type of passage you are reading. There are two basic types in this 
book: narrative (which tells a story) and teaching (which gives instruction). There are a few 
passages that are a combination of both. In the “Type” column of the table, please mark each 
section with “N” if the passage is narrative and “T” if the passage is teaching. 

3. Group: As you read, note what categories of the people who are involved in each event. After you 
read each section, write in the table a code letter to indicate what group was involved. Jesus is the 
central character of the book, so you will not need to note this except where Jesus is the only one 
mentioned. You need not mention every person, but the principal group involved. Here are a list of 
characters in the book and the code you will use to identify them: 

Group Code Explanation

John The Baptist B

Crowds C People of all sorts, who are not identified as 
disciples or enemies of Jesus

Disciples D Regular followers of Jesus

Enemies E Usually identified as religious leaders or Pharisees

Jesus’ family F Jesus’ mother and siblings

Gentiles G People who were not Jewish

Jesus, but no one else J Jesus is the primary character of the book, so only 
note when he is alone

Crowds & Enemies CE

Disciples & Enemies DE

Family & Crowds FC
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4. Miracles: Jesus did many amazing things during this earthly ministry. As you read the sections, note 
the times that Jesus did something out of the normal human experience. Use the following codes 
to help note what kind of miracle Jesus performed: 

Type of Miracle Code Explanation

Miracles of Healing H Sickness and brought back to life

Spiritual Warfare SW Confronting demons, casting out demons

Miracles of Nature N Miracle performed over natural things, such as 
turning water in wine, calming a storming, walking 
on water, etc.

Miracles of Supply S Miracles performed that provided more of an 
object than was originally present, such as feeding 
the 5000 with 2 fish and 5 loaves.
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Reference Section Title Type (N/T) Group Miracles

Introduction

1:1-8

1:9-11

1:12-13

Jesus begins his public ministry

1:14-20

1:21-28

1:29-34

1:35-39

1:40-45

Opposition to Jesus’ ministry

2:1-12

2:13-17

2:18-22

2:23-28

3:1-6

Disciples, parables and miracles

3:7-12

3:13-19

3:20-30

3:31-34
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4:1-20

4:21-25

4:26-29

4:30-34

4:35-41

5:1-20

5:21-43

Ministry in and around Galilee

6:1-6a

6:6b-13

6:14-29

6:30-44

6:45-56

7:1-23

7:24-30

7:31-37

8:1-13

8:14-21

8:22-26

The Road to Jerusalem

8:27-30

Reference Section Title Type (N/T) Group Miracles
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8:31-9:1

9:2-13

9:14-29

9:30-32

9:33-37

9:38-41

9:42-50

10:1-12

10:13-16

10:17-31

10:32-34

10:35-45

10:46-52

Conflict in Jerusalem

11:1-11

11:12-14

11:15-19

11:20-26

11:27-33

12:1-12

12:13-17

Reference Section Title Type (N/T) Group Miracles
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12:18-27

12:28-34

12:35-40

12:41-44

13:1-37

The Crucifixion and the Resurrection

14:1-9

14:10-11

14:12-26

14:27-31

14:32-42

14:43-52

14:53-65

14:66-72

15:1-15

15:16-20

15:21-41

15:42-47

16:1-8

16:9-20

Reference Section Title Type (N/T) Group Miracles
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The Type of Book 
How many passages (paragraphs or episodes) are there in the book of Mark? 

How many of them are narrative?          Teaching? 

Which of the two types dominate the book? 

Are the teaching sections grouped together? 

Which chapters? 

Who are the people involved in Mark’s Gospel? 
Looking at your completed chart of the entire book of Mark, tabulate the instances for each of the 
different groups of people involved. 

What do the few references to John the Baptist, Jesus’ family and the Gentiles tell us about the 
book? 

What parts of the book do you see groupings of passages that deal mostly with the disciples? 

What parts of the book deal mostly with the crowd? 

Personnel Code Number of instances

John The Baptist B

Crowds C

Disciples D

Enemies E

Jesus’ family F

Gentiles G

Jesus, but no one else J

Crowds & Enemies CE

Disciples & Enemies DE

Family & Crowds FC
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What parts of the book deal mostly with the enemies? 

Where does the first passage that deals with the enemies occur? 

What kind of miracles did Jesus perform? 
Looking at your completed chart of the entire book of Mark, tabulate the instances for each of the 
different types of miracles Jesus performed. 

How many total miracles did Jesus perform? 

Which type was the most common? 

How do the number of miracles and the most common type of miracles relate back to the title 
of the Gospel of Mark? 

We conclude that the first part of the book is Jesus’ ministry mostly with the crowds, preaching and 
doing miracles. We also see that as opposition from Jesus’ enemies grows, he begins to withdraw 
from the crowds and spends more time with his disciples. 

Observing how Jesus interacts with the different kinds of people helps us to see these trends over the 
whole span of the book, and gives us an understanding to the flow of the book. 

People often think of the gospels as biographies of Jesus. The Gospel of Mark is not really a 
biography, simply to tell us about the life of Jesus. He says nothing or very little about Jesus’ birth, 
upbringing, education or family. Mark wrote his Gospel to give us a message about Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. As we study the book, we will discover more about this message of good news, who 
Jesus is, and what he came to do.  

Miracle Code Number of instances

Miracles of Healing H

Spiritual Warfare SW

Miracles of Nature N

Miracles of Supply S
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Lesson 2 - Jesus’ Preparation for Ministry 

Now that you have a general overview of Mark, we are going to do an inductive study of the next 12 
verses. An inductive study is a common method used to do detailed study on scripture. Our version of 
the inductive method walks through 4 steps: 

1. First reading 
Read the text as if you have never seen it before. Become familiar with the passage you are 
looking at. Be sure to also read a few paragraphs (or chapters) before and after the section 
you are reading. 

2. Observe - “What is happening?” 
Part 1 - Find out the historical context for the passage. 

• When was the passage (or book) written? 

• Who wrote it? Why? Where were they when they wrote it? Under what circumstances 
was it written? 

• Who was it written for? What cultural influences where important? 

  [You have already largely completed this step in the last lesson in this study.] 

 Part 2 - Find our the literary context for the passage. 

• What genre is the passage? (Narrative, teaching, prophecy, poetry, wisdom, etc) 

• How does this passage fit into the rest of this chapter, book and the Bible? 

• What cross references are there for this passage to the rest of the Bible? 

Part 3 - Detail what are the basic facts of the text and story. You are not trying to find 
“striking” things, and not interpreting or drawing spiritual lessons yet.  Instead you are trying 
to detail: 

• Who are the people in this section? 

• What did the people do, or how did they react? 

• What is said about the people? 

• What happened? 

• Where did it happen (location)? 

• When did it happen (day, time, season, around a holiday or feast)? 

• How was it described (ie, what literary genre, methods, story telling style is used)? 

3. Interpretation - “What is God saying?” or “What does this mean?” 
Determine what the text means.  The most important part of this step is remembering the 
context of the passage: 

• Historical context - Scripture cannot mean something different for us today that it 
originally was intended to mean. 
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• Literary context - A passage cannot mean something different than everything else 
around it, and scripture never contradicts scripture.  6

What is the literal meaning of the passage? The Bible is not something to be unlocked. It is 
God’s truth spoken to us so we can clearly understand it. If you find something that no one 
else has ever discovered, you have not actually discovered truth and are being misled.  After 
all, if you believe the Holy Spirit is helping you interpret, wouldn’t it be also true that the Holy 
Spirit has helped the literally billions of other Christians over the past 2000 years also 
interpret the Word, and your “discovery” would have been found and validated before? 

4. Application & Prayer- “What truth do I need to accept and live by?” or “What does God want me 
to do?” or “What do I need to obey?” 

Here you take what the Word says, and apply it to your life. Sometimes this means creating 
some action and prayer steps to take. Sometimes the application is accepting the truth of the 
passage by taking a step of faith. Some sections (particularly narratives) may not have a great 
deep action step, and the application is simply for you to learn more about God’s character 
and nature.  

Take a few moments to give you application back to God in the form of a prayer. 

Mark 1:2-13 - Important Preliminary Events 
Read Mark 1:2-13 as if you had never read it before. Observe the content in order to get the facts. 
What is the author saying? Read in a relaxed attitude; do not try to find striking things. Do not try to 
interpret or to draw spiritual lessons at this point. As you read, try to answer the following to discover 
the facts: 

• Who are the people in this section? 
• What did they do? 
• What was said about them? 
• What happened? 
• Where did it happen? (In the countryside? In a house? Any geographic location markers?) 
• When did it happen? (Is there reference to time of day, or year, or near a feast?) 
• How as it recorded? (author’s style) 

Mark 1:2-8 
1. Write a title for this paragraph in four words or less to summarize it. 

 Sometimes it may appear that scripture is contradicting itself. However, all scripture does work together. Often 6

these “contradictions” are different perspectives of the same event or principle, which still can work together.
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2. Is this paragraph narration or teaching? 

Observation helps to find out what the passage says. 

3. Who is the principal character in the paragraph? 

4. Which prophets are quoted? 
Give the reference (look for them in the margin or at the bottom of the page in your Bible). 

5. What did the main character do? 

6. Where was this taking place? (Verses 4 & 5) 

7. What did the main character tell people to do? 

8. How did the people respond? 

9. How was the main character dressed? What did he eat? 

10. What did he predict? 

Interpretation questions are to find out what the passage means. 

11. What connection is there between these prophecies and the title that the author gives to the main 
character in 1:1? 

12. To whom do the Old Testament quotes refer? 

13. What was unusual about the location of John’s ministry? 

14. What was unusual about John’s lifestyle? 
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Whose style of dress was similar? (2 Kings 1:8) 

Is there a reason for this comparison? (See Malachi 4:5) 

15. What was remarkable about John’s prediction from the standpoint of the people of that day? 

16. What was his purpose in doing so? 

17. Why does Mark include this incident in his gospel? 

What does it say about Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

18. What do the words “more powerful than I” indicate? 

19. What do the words “the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down to untie” 
mean? 

Application questions are to find out what the passage means to me or means in today’s society. 

20. Isaiah lived approximately 600 years before Christ and Malachi about 400 years. What does the 
fulfillment of these prophecies, made hundreds of years before, tell you about God’s faithfulness? 

21. What does this section tell you about the person and ministry of Jesus Christ? 

Mark 1:9-11 
22. Write a short title of this paragraph to summarize its contents. 

Observation questions: What does the passage say? 

23. Who are the main characters of this paragraph? 
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24. Where did Jesus go to be baptized? 

On a map trace Jesus’ journey to be baptized. See Matthew 3:1 to get a better idea of where John 
was baptizing people. 

25. What did John see as Jesus came up out of the water at his baptism? 

26. What did John hear? 

Interpretation questions: what does the passage mean? 

27. What do you understand the phrase “he saw heaven being torn open” to mean? 

28. This passage speaks of the Spirit descending like a dove. What does a dove symbolize? 

29. Who speaks the final words at Jesus’ baptism recorded by Mark? 

How do you know? 

30. What is the principal emphasis of this passage? Was it that he was baptized or what happened 
after he was baptized? 

Why is this important? 

Application questions: what does this passage say to us today? 

31. What does the fact that Jesus submitted to baptism indicate about the believer’s baptism today? 

32. What does this passage tell us about the person and ministry of Jesus Christ? 
Hint: Remember the “title” of the book in Mark 1:1. The book is about the beginning of the good 
news about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
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Mark 1:12-13 
33. Write a short title to summarize the contents of this paragraph. 

Observation questions: what does the passage say? 

34. Who is the principal character in this passage? 

35. Who sent Jesus into the desert? 

36. What happened to Jesus while he was there? 

37. How long was he in the desert? 

38. What was with him? 

39. Who attended him? 

Interpretation questions: what does the passage mean? 

40. What connection is there between v. 10 and v. 12? 

41. What does the word “desert” imply? 

42. Why does the temptation episode follow the baptism episode? Why didn’t it happen the other way 
around? 

43. Does this passage tell us anything of the nature of the temptation? 

As you study Mark you will note that the author tends to abbreviate various episodes, giving only the 
bare facts. If you want to know more about the nature of the temptation that Jesus faced, you need to 
read Matthew 4 and Luke 4, which give a fuller explanation. 
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44. What is significance to the statement about the angels ministering to Jesus while he was in the 
desert? 

45. What is the logical connection between Jesus’ baptism and temptation, and Mark 1:14-15, which 
speak of the beginning of Jesus’ ministry? 

Application questions: what does the passage mean to us today? 

46. How does this passage help you to understand why you also are tempted by evil? 

47. How does this apply to help you to overcome temptation? 

48. What does this passage tell us about Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  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Lesson 3 - Early Public Ministry: Opposition, Disciples, 
Miracles and Parables 

As you can see from lesson 2, completing an inductive study on all of 73 natural units in Mark would 
take a considerable amount of time. Completing a detailed inductive study on all of  Mark would be 
very beneficial; however, it would be outside of the focus of this particular study of Mark. 

The purpose of this study is to prepare you to lead a “walk” discussion with a few other people. While 
I highly encourage you to do a full inductive study at some point, it is not completely necessary to 
finish an inductive style to still be able to effectively facilitate a “walk” discussion.  Instead, we are 
going to be looking at larger sections of the book while occasionally dive into specific natural units 
that are, perhaps, more noteworthy (or certainly raise more questions). I hope to bring up the 
common questions in a Mark “walk” so that you can work through some of the answers before you 
start leading someone else through the text. 

Remember that a walk through Mark involves reading the text together, and then working through any 
questions that come from the text. Sometimes the questions will be specific to understanding the 
meaning of the text simply because the parable, analogy, or specific phrases are not familiar. Other 
times the questions will relate to what we are to obey and follow from the text. These tend to be very 
specific to the people on the walk and their current situation and experiences. This study is going to 
help you with many of the first type of questions. You are going to need to rely heavily upon the Holy 
Spirit (and your spiritual growth and maturity) to help you answer the second situational questions. 

We are going to pick up the pace of the volume of scripture we are going to look at for the rest of this 
study. You will often read several chapters at once to gain familiarity with that portion of Mark’s 
narrative. Then we will walk through the chapters again looking at specific passages. 

Keep in mind that when you do your walk discussion in your discipleship relationship, you will only talk 
about one natural unit at a time, and only 1-4 natural units per discussion. 

Proclaiming the Kingdom 

Read Mark 1:14-5:43 

What stands out most to you in this section? 
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Early Public Ministry 

After the “mountaintop” experience of his baptism, Jesus spends 40 days in the wilderness and faces 
Satan’s temptation. Time in the wilderness helped grow several key Biblical heroes: Moses, John the 
Baptist, and Elijah. Being now properly prepared, Jesus begins his early public ministry. 

Read Mark 1:14-45 

What words or phrases jumped out at you as we read these verses? 

What was the center message of Jesus’ early public ministry? 

What was the “Good News” that Jesus proclaimed (v15)? 

What kind of response did the phrase “the Kingdom of God” produce in Jesus’ day? Was this 
something people were interested in? Why? 

What does the word “repent” mean? 

What does repentance and belief have to do with the Kingdom of God? 

What does the “Kingdom of God” refer to today? 

Do people still need to enter “the Kingdom of God” today? How do they enter? 
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Specific Common Questions - Mark 1:14-45 
A. Mark 1:18 - Did Simon, Andrew, James and John really just leave immediately to follow Jesus? 

How would you go about answering this question? 

What other Gospel texts would help answer this question? 

What is an answer to this question that you can support Biblically? 

Note: When looking for Biblical support of an answer to a tough question, start by first 
looking at the verses within the natural unit. Then see if there is support in previous sections 
you have already read in the same book. Next, use your familiarity with the entire book to 
look for support in other sections (before starting to lead someone in this kind of study, you 
need to intentionally read through the entire book several times so you do know the flow, 
purpose, and main points of the book). The last place you look for support is then outside of 
the book you are in.  For the unique genre of the Gospels, the other three Gospels will be a 
great source for support. 

See Appendix A for some other resources for helping support your answers Biblically. 

B. Mark 1:23 - Why would an evil spirit be in the synagogue? 
What is an answer to this question that you can support Biblically? 

 Follow-up question: Could evil spirits be in our church? Why or why not? 

Do we definitively know the answer to these questions? What Biblical support would you use? 
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C. Mark 1:34 - Why did Jesus not allow the demons to speak? 
What is an answer to this question that you can support Biblically? 

Do we definitively know the answer to this question? What Biblical support would you use? 

D. Mark 1:35 - Why did Jesus pray alone early in the morning? 
What is an answer to this question that you can support Biblically? 

Do we definitively know the answer to this question? What Biblical support would you use? 

E. Mark 1:43-44 - Why did Jesus not want the healing man to tell anyone about his healing? 
What could have been the practical reason? 

What could have been the spiritual reason? 

 How would you answer this question? 

Do we definitively know the answer to this question? What Biblical support would you use? 

Opposition to Jesus’ Ministry 
The word is getting out that Jesus has been healing, teaching and preaching. Crowds are gathering. 
Jesus’ reputation is growing. And so is the opposition from those who want to keep the status quo. 

Read Mark 2:1-3:6 
What words or phrases jumped out at you as we read this section? 
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Who were the opponents to Jesus? 

Did the author write chronologically or selectively? Why? 

Why is Mark 2:15-17 a critical indicator of the type of ministry Jesus was going to do? 

How does this relate to who we disciple? 

What do you notice about the intensity of opposition and reactions to Jesus? 

Specific Common Questions - Mark 2:1-3:6 
F. Mark 2:18-22 - What does the parable of the old/new cloth and old/new wineskins really mean? 

What is a parable? 

What is Jesus actually calling “old” and “new”? 

What are some of today’s “old wineskins”? 

How would you answer this question? 

Do we definitively know the answer to this question? What Biblical support would you use? 
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G. Mark 2:23-28 - What was wrong with the disciples breaking off heads of wheat to eat? Almost the 
same question - Mark 3:1-6 - Why were the Pharisees so upset at Jesus healing on the Sabbath? 

How did the Pharisees view the Sabbath? (See Exodus 20:8-10) 

How did Jesus respond to their criticism? 

How are these two events related (2:23-28 and 3:1-6)? 

Which was more important to Jesus: to observe the Sabbath or to meet man’s needs? What 
scripture supports your answer? 

How should we observe the Sabbath? 

Disciples, Parables and Miracles 

After the “mountaintop” experience of his baptism, Jesus spends 40 days in the wilderness and faces 
Satan’s temptation. Time in the wilderness helped grow several key Biblical heroes: Moses, John the 
Baptist, and Elijah. Being now properly prepared, Jesus begins his early public ministry. 

Read Mark 3:7-5:43 
What kind of miracles had Jesus performed so far in the book of Mark? 

How were the miracles in this section different? 

What does the word “amazed” mean? 

Today we often use “amazed” with a positive meaning such as surprised. However, traditionally 
“amazed” has had more of a negative meaning such as being fearful, astonished, and awestruck. 
How does this meaning change how you might read some of the events in Mark? 
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Specific Common Questions - Mark 3:7-5:43 
For each of these questions, provide Biblical references to support your answers. 

H. Mark 3:28-30 - What does “blaspheming the Holy Spirit” mean? Why is it not forgivable? 
What would you need in order to answer this question? 

What does Jesus say is the difference between “blaspheming the Holy Spirit” and other sins? 

What is the role of the Holy Spirit in a non-believers life? 

 So how would you answer the original question? 

I. Mark 4:1-34 - Why did Jesus teach in parables? Why not just say what he meant? 
How would you answer this question? 

J. Mark 5:1-20 - Why did the demons ask to go into the pigs? 
What do we know so far about demons in the book of Mark? 

What is the goal of Satan and his demons? 

Why are demons afraid of Jesus? (Hint: look ahead to Revelation 20:10) 
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What was the people’s reaction to the fate of the pigs? 

How would you answer this question? 

K. Mark 5:1-20 - Why did the people plead with Jesus to leave them alone? 
What does the context of this passage tell us about these people? How were they different 
from Jesus and his disciples? 

What were the people’s reaction to the fate of the pigs, and seeing the no-longer-demon-
possessed man? 

How would you answer this question? 

L. Mark 5:35-43 - Why did Jesus not want people to tell others about bringing the girl back to life? 
How would you answer this question? 

How is your answer different from why Jesus did not want the demons proclaiming who Jesus 
was?  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Lesson 4 - Traveling Ministry in Galilee 

Ever notice that when you struggle with a question, you tend to end up with a better grasp and 
understanding of the answer? One the most effective ways to help people grow in their understanding 
is to allow them to ask and answer their own questions. When a mentor directly answers questions, the 
learner is not empowered to develop skill on how to find answers themselves. Instead, it creates a 
dependent posture. You can help new Christians grow by using dialogue and asking powerful, open 
ended questions for them to talk through their own answers. 

Powerful questions move past just information exchange. Powerful questions allow learners to become 
engaged in the process by opening up their own experience, perspective, passions and emotions. 
They engage critical thinking and allow the learner to consider implications to their answers they may 
not have thought through before.  These type of questions are especially important for applying 7

Biblical principles to a person’s life. For instance, we could read a passage on loving other people 
and ask “How can you love other people?”  While the question relates to the topic, a powerful 
question might be “What would loving others look like in your life?”  The answer for the first question 
is likely to be knowledge based, while the second answer would be tied directly to the person’s life 
choices. 

What is a powerful questions?  Here are a few traits: 
- Open ended 
- Short, simple and to the point 
- Have a practical orientation 
- Usually start with “what” or “how” (“why” questions are usually leading or closed questions) 
- Move towards clarity, discovery, insight and action 

Of course, we may need to provide some background knowledge in order for a new believer to 
understand the culture, history and context of the initial readers of the Bible: first century followers of 
Christ. We also need to engage in making sure that the discussion and proposed answers are 
Biblically supported. This is part of the art of disciple making! 

Jesus’ Galilean Ministry on the Way to Jerusalem 

Read Mark 6:1-10:52 
What stands out most to you in this section? 

 For a fuller description of powerful questions, see Walt Hastings article “Coaching the Person, Not Just the 7

Problem” https://icfcolorado.org/docs.ashx?id=335880
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How would you characterize the confidence of the disciples? Were they ready to be leaders for the 
Kingdom? 

How would you characterize the reactions of the crowds towards Jesus? 

How would you describe the level of opposition to Jesus by the religious leaders during this period of 
Jesus’ ministry?  Why were they opposing Jesus? 

Galilean Ministry 
The Galilean countryside was not a destination location. The humble, backwater region was just a 
place on the way between more important areas. Galilee was prone to flooding and changed 
ownership often in ancient history. The Romans destroyed Sepphoris, Galilee’s capital, in 6AD. They 
placed Galilee region as a separate administrative area from Samaria and Judea, which meant 
Galilee started to have a unique identity as a mixed Jewish and Gentile population.  

Under the governorship of Herod Antipas (one of the sons of Herod the Great), Galilee was fairly 
stable. It was not a hotbed of anti-Roman sentiment, nor was it given to exorbitantly high taxation. 
Because of this, Rome did not garrison large numbers of troops in Galilee during the time of Jesus’ 
ministry. Perhaps this fact helped keep the Galilean’s neutral towards Roman occupation. 

This region was the backdrop for a considerable amount of Jesus’ earthly ministry before his final 
advance towards Jerusalem. 

Read Mark 6:1-8:26 
What stands out most to you in this section? 

What are some possible reasons why Jesus spent so much time doing ministry in Galilee instead of in 
Judea & Jerusalem? 
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Specific Common Questions - Mark 6:1-8:26 
For each of these questions, provide Biblical references to support your answers. 

A. Mark 6:5-6 - Why was Jesus unable to do any miracles in his hometown? 
Was it a lack of power or something else? 

How were Jesus’ miracles related to his overall mission? 

How would you answer this question? 

B. Mark 6:34 - What does it mean “he had compassion on them because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd?” 

What perspective would first century followers of a shepherd? 

How would you answer this question? 

C. Mark 6:48-49 - Why did Jesus “intend to go past them”? 
What questions could you ask the person asking this question to help them explore the 
answer? 

How would you answer this question? 
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Do we have Biblical support to answer this questions? If so, what would it be? 

D. Mark 7:15-23 - Did Jesus contradict the Old Testament law? 
How would you approach answering this question? 

What Old Testament scriptures relate to what Jesus was saying? 

What was Jesus trying to teach? 

How would you answer this question? 

E. Mark 7:24-30 - Was Jesus being harsh or racist with his reply to the Gentile woman? 
What background information is important to understanding this situation? 

How would you answer this question? 
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F. Mark 8:11-13 - Why would Jesus not do any miracles or signs? 
Hint: What was the purpose of Jesus’ healings and miracles? 

How would you answer this question? 

G. Mark 8:15 - What was “the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod”? 
What questions could you ask the person asking this question to help them explore the 
answer? 

How would you answer this question? 

H. What other questions might a new Christian raise from this section that we did not cover? How 
would you answer these questions? 
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Lesson 5 - Ministry on the Road to Jerusalem 

Journey to Jerusalem 
At the time of Jesus, Jerusalem was the cultural, spiritual, political and economic capital of the Roman 
province of Palestine. Today, it continues to be a holy city for three of the world’s major religions: 
Judaism, Islam and Christianity.  

After ministering to the lost, sick, and marginalized in the countryside, Jesus and his disciples start 
towards Jerusalem. 

Read Mark 8:27-10:52 
What stands out most to you in this section? 

In the Old Testament we first encounter Jerusalem as a city in Joshua 10:1. However, Jerusalem does 
not become a major part of Israel’s history until David established Jerusalem as the center of his 
kingdom in 2 Samuel 5:6. Do a little research on the state/history of Jerusalem during the “silent 
years”  of the 400 years leading up to Jesus’ arrival. What was state of Jerusalem when Jesus arrived 8

on the scene? 

From Mark, when had Jesus traveled to Jerusalem before? What where the events and the outcomes? 

Using the other Gospels, when had Jesus traveled to Jerusalem before? What where the events and 
the outcomes? 

 The “silent years” refers to the time between the end of the Old Testament with Malachi (about 430AD) and 8

John the Baptist starting his ministry. During the time, it was said that God no longer spoke to Israel through any 
prophets. This time is also called the “intertestamental period” as it occurred between the Old and New 
Testaments. 
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What was Jesus’ expectations of what would happen in Jerusalem? 

What teaching points did Jesus specifically teach his disciples along the way to Jerusalem? 

Why were these points important? How did they relate to the purpose of Jesus’ ministry? 

Specific Common Questions - 8:27-10:52 
For each of these questions, provide Biblical references to support your answers. 

A. Mark 8:30 - Why did Jesus warn the disciples not to tell other he was the Messiah? 
What would the term, Messiah, have meant to first century Jews? (OT reference) 

What did the term, Messiah, mean after Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension?  (NT 
reference) 

How would you answer this question? 

B. Mark 8:33 - What does Jesus react so harshly to Peter’s comment? 
What questions could you ask the person asking this question to help them explore the 
answer? 

How would you answer this question? 
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C. Mark 9:2-13 - Why was this called the Transfiguration? 
How would you answer this question? 

D. Mark 9:2-13 - Why did the Transfiguration happen? Why did Moses and Elijah need to talk to 
Jesus? 

What was significance do Moses and Elijah have in the OT? 

What significance do the words from the “voice” have? 

Does this passage relate to Philippians 2:5-11? If so, how? 

How would you answer this question? 

E. Mark 9:28-29 - Why were the disciples unable to cast out this evil spirit? 
How would you answer this question? 

F. Mark 10:1-12 - Is divorce an unforgivable sin? 
What sins are unforgivable? 
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How does God feel about divorce in general? ((Use this passage and Micah 2:15-16) 

In what cases is divorce allowed? (Hint: Look at Matthew 19:1-12, Exodus 21:10-11, 1 
Corinthians 7… do all of these apply?) 

How would you answer this question? 

G. Mark 10:15 - What does “child-like faith” mean? 
What questions could you ask the person asking this question to help them explore the 
answer? 

How would you answer this question? 

H. Mark 10:17-30 - Is it wrong to have possessions? 
What NT scriptures or examples support answering “Yes” to this question? (only list a few) 

What NT scriptures or examples support answering “No” to this question? (only list a few) 

What was the real issue for the man? 

How would you answer this question? 
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I. What other questions does this section raise for you that we did not cover? What would you need 
to answer these questions? 
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Lesson 6 - Holy Week 

John Mark spends more than a third of his Gospel on the final week of Jesus’ earthly ministry. The 
other Gospels are similar in their priority to “Holy Week.”   9

Why did the authors dedicate such focus to this week of Jesus’ ministry? 

Where were you and what were you doing on 9/11/2001? How vividly do you remember that day? 

How do you think the events at the end of Holy Week impacted the memory and recall of the disciples 
for the events during the rest of the week? 

Read Mark chapters 11 through 16 in a single sitting 
What new insight into Holy Week did you gain this time reading the end of Mark? 

What aspect of Holy Week has the greatest impact on your walk with Christ? Why? 

 By word count, Matthew spends the most time on this week devoting 8893 words or 35% of the total book. 9

John is next with 7502 words, with the highest percentage of the book at 38%. Mark spends 6120 words, or 
37% of the book.  The longest Gospel, Luke, spends the least amount of words on this week using 5249 words 
or 20% of the book. NOTE: Words counts based upon the New Living Translation, Second Edition.
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The Last Week Chronology 
The Gospel of Mark provides the clearest picture of the events of Jesus’ last week of earthly ministry. 
As we have discussed, none of the Gospels are an accurate chronology of events because the authors 
were not focused on chronology as a critical component of the purpose of the book. Each Gospel 
author carefully chose the content and order to support their main purpose and point. Therefore, there 
is a great deal of debate over exactly what occurred on each day of Holy Week. Generally the 
Gospels concur that the resurrection took place on the first day of the week, which would be Sunday. 
While we will be looking at the chronology of the week, keep in mind that the chronology is not as 
important as the actual events of the week. 

You are going to re-read the end of Mark, this time doing an exercise of observation and deduction to 
determine what day of the week the different events took place. Use these steps: 

1. Re-read Mark 11:1-16:8a writing down a title for the event and the time indicators the text gives 
you as you read each passage. The time indicators may be a day (such as “the next day”) or an 
approximate hour.  

2. Once you gone through all of the passages, you will be able to work backwards from the 
Resurrection (Sunday)  to determine which day of the week each of the events took place.  In some 10

sections, there may be more than one time indicator given.  In some sections, no time indicator will 
be given. You can assume that events with no time indicator happened during the same day as the 
previous event. 

3. Next you will pick one of the other synoptic Gospels  and read the account of the Holy Week. As 11

best as you can, overlay the events of that Gospel on Mark’s chronology. Write down the time 
Indicators of this Gospel. Use Matthew 21:1-28:15 or Luke 19:28-24:12. Note: Do not become 
overly frustrated with this task, as you will not be able to completely overlay the accounts. Match the 
accounts the best you can. 

Note: It may be helpful to look at different translations for this exercise.  

 Some translations will say in Mark 16:2, “Very early on the first day of the week…”  In the Jewish calendar, 10

Sunday is the first day of the week. Saturday is the Sabbath and the last day of the week, which matches the 
seventh and last day of creation when God rested (see Genesis 2:3).

 The synoptic Gospels are Matthew, Mark and Luke, which share a very similar chronology and viewpoint. 11

John is different from the other 3 Gospels in both chronology and focus on the deity of Christ. The synoptic 
Gospels were all written about the same time, while John’s Gospel was written later when the early church was 
struggling with the question if Jesus was actually God’s Son. It is generally believed that the synoptic Gospels 
were written either by referencing each other (Mark was probably written first) or another hypothetical work 
which we no longer have (referred to by some Biblical Scholars as the “Q”). John wrote his Gospel from his own 
perspective, which makes it a distinct work separate from the other Gospels.
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Holy Week Chronology Chart 

Text
Gospel of Mark Second Synoptic Gospel

Event Time Indicator
Day of the 

Week
Other Gospel 

Reference
Time Indicator

11:1-11

11:12-14

11:15-19

11:20-25

11:27-33

12:1-12

12:13-17

12:18-27

12:28-34

12:35-40

12:41-44

13:1-37

14:1-2

14:3-9

14:10-11

14:12-25

14:26-31
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From your work, what day of the week did Jesus enter Jerusalem (Mark 11:1-11)? 

Are there days during the week that do not seem to have any events? If so, what do you think 
happened on these days? 

Which second synoptic Gospel did you compare? 

What events were in the second synoptic Gospel that were not included in Mark? Why do you think 
Mark did not include them?  

14:32-42

14:43-52

14:53-65

14:66-72

15:1-5

15:6-20

15:21-32

15:33-41

15:42-47

16:1

16:2-8a Sunday

Text
Gospel of Mark Second Synoptic Gospel

Event Time Indicator
Day of the 

Week
Other Gospel 

Reference
Time Indicator
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Lesson 7 - Conflict in Jerusalem 

A Week of Debates 
After an extended journey to Jerusalem, Jesus arrives with his disciples just before the most holy time 
of the year, Passover. Jerusalem would normally swell in size as people would come to celebrate the 
festival close to the temple. Even the political ruler of Galilee and Perea, Herod Antipas, made the 
journey to be in Jerusalem for Passover. 

The influx of people would have likely also made the tension between Jews and Romans higher than 
normal. To some, even the presence of the Romans would have tainted the celebration, as they would 
have been reminded that they were not free and were again under a state of occupation and 
oppression. After many years of small rebellions and insurrections against the Romans, the Jews were 
primed for the arrival of a rescuer from the Romans, perhaps even the long promised Messiah. 

The many visitors may have spent a considerable amount of their time before Passover visiting the 
temple for prayer and to make themselves “ceremonially clean.” Holding to the Rabbinical tradition, 
the temple courts would have been filled with clusters of people enjoying lively debate and questions 
about the Old Testament scriptures. Different schools of theological thought would have been 
challenging each other in the hopes of proving why their beliefs were the only true doctrine. 

It is in this lively and charged atmosphere that Jesus arrives. He also spent the week preparing for the 
ultimate Passover within the walls of the temple. However, his approach to scriptural debate proved to 
be vastly different from the religious leaders. 

Read Mark 11:1-14:11 
What stands out most to you in this section? 

Specific Common Questions - 11:1-14:11 
For each of these questions, provide Biblical references to support your answers. 

A. Mark 11:1-11 - Why would the crowd be so excited for Jesus? 
What was the significance of the colt, palm branches and people’s coats on the ground? 
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What was the crowd’s expectations for Jesus? Why would they have these expectations? 
 (Hint: What did the crowd call Jesus?) 

How would you answer this question? 

B. Mark 11:14 - Was Jesus having a bad day? Why did he curse the fig tree? Isn’t cursing a sin? 
What questions could you ask the person asking this question to help them explore the 
answer? 

How would you answer this question? 

C. Mark11:15 - This seems like Jesus was in a rage. Isn’t being angry a sin? 
What cross reference can you find for Jesus’ statement about the temple becoming a “den of 
thieves?”  Why is this important? 

What was happening in the temple? What were money changers and why were animals being 
sold there? 

Where there other times that Jesus expressed anger? If so, where and why? 
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What do the following passages say about anger? 
James 1:19-20  

Ephesians 4:26-27 

Colossians 3:8 

Psalm 4:4 
What do the following passages say about God & Jesus? 

Exodus 34:6 

Hebrews 4:15 

How do you reconcile all of these verses together? What is different between God’s anger and 
our typical anger? 

How would you answer this question? 

D. Mark 11:24 - Can I really pray for anything, and if I believe, it will happen? What about someone 
being healed of a terminal disease? 

What was the context of Jesus’ statement? 

What is the purpose of prayer? 

What kind of prayer does God “honor” and answer? 

What are reasons why God may not answer our prayers? 
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How would you answer the original questions? 

E. Mark 12:9 - Is Jesus advocating violence and revenge to solve the conflict? 
What questions could you ask the person asking this question to help them explore the 
answer? 

Explain the parable in your own words, including the identity of each of the characters. 

How would you answer this question? 

F. Mark 12:17 - Is Jesus saying we have to pay taxes and submit to whatever government or authority 
is over us? 

What is Jesus considering to “belong to Caesar?” 

What is Jesus saying “belongs to God?” 

How would you answer this question? 
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G. Mark 12:24 - Why did Jesus say the religious leaders did not know the scriptures? What were they 
missing? 

Who were the Sadducees? 

What was the reason the Sadducees asked Jesus this question? 

From God’s perspective, what is the point of marriage? Why will we not need to be married in 
heaven? 

How would you answer this question? 

H. Mark 12:25 - Is Jesus saying we will become angels when we die? 
How are people and angels different? 

How would you answer this question? 

I. Mark 12:31 - What does it mean to “Love your neighbor as yourself?” 
How does Jesus’ statements in 12:29-31 match the ten commandments (Exodus 20:1-17)? 

What other scriptures can you think of that matches Jesus’ statement in 12:31? 
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How would you answer this question? 

 What questions could you ask to confirm they understand what Jesus meant? 

J. Mark 13:1-37 - Jesus’ teaching on the end times 
What questions do you think people might ask about this section? 

Where would you find other times Jesus taught about the end times? 

What other Bible books or portions of books teach about the end times? 

How would you answer these questions? 
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K. Mark 13:32 - If Jesus was God, how come he did not know when the end times (and his return) 
would come? 

What does the common Christian statement that Jesus was fully God and fully man mean? 

How do you resolve the seeming paradox of Jesus being man and God at the same time? 
(Look at John 1:1-4, John 1:14, Philippians 2:6-7, Colossians 2:9 and Hebrews 2:17) 

How would you answer this question? 

L. Mark 13:34 - Does Jesus think of us as his slaves or servants? 
How would you answer this question? 

M. Mark 14:7 - Did Jesus think of himself as better than the poor? 
What do you think Jesus was actually trying to say? 

How would you answer this question? 
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Lesson 8 - Crucifixion and Resurrection 

X 
x 

Read Mark 14:12-16:20 
What stands out most to you in this section? 

Specific Common Questions - 1:12-16:20 
For each of these questions, provide Biblical references to support your answers. 

A. Mark 8:30  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Lesson 9 - Summary of the Gospel of Mark 
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Appendix A - Biblical References 
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Appendix B - Map of Israel during Jesus’ Ministry 
Source - https://www.bible-history.com/maps/palestine_nt_times.html  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Appendix C - Map of Jerusalem during Jesus’ Ministry 
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