
Gospel of Mark 
Lesson 3

Lesson 3 - Early Public Ministry: Opposition, Disciples, 
Miracles and Parables 

When helping others learn about Jesus, one of the best ways is to slowly read through Mark by going 
over 1-4 natural units each time you meet. These units are the smallest complete sections of events 
and teachings. As you know from the inventory you completed in lesson 1, the Gospel of Mark has 72 
natural units. Going through all of these can take many months to complete together, but is a great 
way to help them get a correct grasp on who Jesus is and why they need him in their lives.  After all, 
discipleship is not a quick fix or giving silver bullets. You do not need a book or commentary to do this 
kind of study together.  Instead, the format is simple: 1

1. Open in prayer, asking for illumination of the text 
2. Read aloud a natural unit 
3. Give time for the person to interact with the text.  There are several questions you can ask, 

such as: 
a. What stands out most to you in these verses? 
b. Do these verses match or do they seem different then what we have already read 

together? 
c. What words or phrases jumped out at you as we read these verses? 
d. How would you summarize this passage? 

4. Ask the question “What questions does this raise for you?” 
5. Answer together any questions they have by:  2

- Ensuring that their question is rooted in the text (not something they think they heard, or 
have heard from somewhere else) 

- Determining the context (historical & literary) for the verses 
- Observing what is happening in the text 
- Facilitating the person answering their own question (if possible) by asking them 

powerful and thought provoking questions 
- Providing the answer to their question if they are not able to come up with an answer 

as you walk them through the above steps 
- Confirming that your conclusion is Biblical  3

- Asking “Why is this question important to you?” 
- Asking “What truth from this do we need to accept and live by?” 

6. Decide to move on to another unit, or stay on what you just discussed. 
7. Close in prayer, thanking the Spirit for what has been revealed 

 Although a study or life application Bible is a nice resource to have with you. I do suggest you try and answer 1

the questions without using the “helps” and commentary from these Bibles, and then use the commentary to 
confirm your conclusions.

 If you don’t know the answer to a questions, go through the steps and see if the answer naturally comes out.  If 2

not, transparency is good! We don’t have to have all the answers. Admit you do not know and commit to finding 
out the answer for your next time together.

 This is where scripture cross references in a study Bible would be helpful. If you are not completely sure your 3

answer comes from the Bible, be transparent and say “I believe…” or “In my opinion…” and then commit to 
confirming your answer for your next meeting together.
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Completing a detailed inductive study on each of the 72 units would be very beneficial; however, it 
would be outside of the focus of this particular study of Mark. Instead, we are going to be looking at 
larger sections of the book while occasionally dive into looking at specific natural units that are, 
perhaps, more noteworthy. I hope to bring up the common questions in Mark so that you can work 
through some of the answers before you start leading someone else through the text. 

Proclaiming the Kingdom 

Read Mark 1:14-5:43 

What stands out most to you in this section? 

Early Public Ministry 

After the “mountaintop” experience of his baptism, Jesus spends 40 days in the wilderness and faces 
Satan’s temptation. Time in the wilderness helped grow several key Biblical heroes: Moses, John the 
Baptist, and Elijah. Being now properly prepared, Jesus begins his early public ministry. 

Read Mark 1:14-45 

What words or phrases jumped out at you as we read these verses? 

What was the center message of Jesus’ early public ministry? 

What was the “Good News” that Jesus proclaimed (v15)? 

What kind of response did the phrase “the Kingdom of God” produce in Jesus’ day? Was this 
something people were interested in? Why? 
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What does the word “repent” mean? 

What does repentance and belief have to do with the Kingdom of God? 

What does the “Kingdom of God” refer to today? 

Do people still need to enter “the Kingdom of God” today? How do they enter? 

Specific Common Questions - Mark 1:14-45 
A. Mark 1:18 - Did Simon, Andrew, James and John really just leave immediately to follow Jesus? 

How would you go about answering this question? 

What other Gospel texts would help answer this question? 

What is an answer to this question that you can support Biblically? 

Note: When looking for Biblical support of an answer to a tough question, start by first 
looking at the verses within the natural unit. Then see if there is support in previous sections 
you have already read in the same book. Next, use your familiarity with the entire book to 
look for support in other sections (before starting to lead someone in this kind of study, you 
need to intentionally read through the entire book several times so you do know the flow, 
purpose, and main points of the book). The last place you look for support is then outside of 
the book you are in.  For the unique genre of the Gospels, the other three Gospels will be a 
great source for support. 
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B. Mark 1:23 - Why would an evil spirit be in the synagogue? 
What is an answer to this question that you can support Biblically? 

 Follow-up question: Could evil spirits be in our church? Why or why not? 

Do we definitively know the answer to these questions? What Biblical support would you use? 

C. Mark 1:34 - Why did Jesus not allow the demons to speak? 
What is an answer to this question that you can support Biblically? 

Do we definitively know the answer to this question? What Biblical support would you use? 

D. Mark 1:35 - Why did Jesus pray alone early in the morning? 
What is an answer to this question that you can support Biblically? 

Do we definitively know the answer to this question? What Biblical support would you use? 

E. Mark 1:43-44 - Why did Jesus not want the healing man to tell anyone about his healing? 
What could have been the practical reason? 

What could have been the spiritual reason? 

 How would you answer this question? 

Do we definitively know the answer to this question? What Biblical support would you use? 
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Opposition to Jesus’ Ministry 
The word is getting out that Jesus has been healing, teaching and preaching. Crowds are gathering. 
Jesus’ reputation is growing. And so is the opposition from those who want to keep the status quo. 

Read Mark 2:1-3:6 
What words or phrases jumped out at you as we read this section? 

Who were the opponents to Jesus? 

Did the author write chronologically or selectively? Why? 

Why is Mark 2:15-17 a critical indicator of the type of ministry Jesus was going to do? 

How does this relate to who we disciple? 

What do you notice about the intensity of opposition and reactions to Jesus? 

Specific Common Questions - Mark 2:1-3:6 
A. Mark 2:18-22 - What does the parable of the old/new cloth and old/new wineskins really mean? 

What is a parable? 
What is Jesus actually calling “old” and “new”? 
What are some of today’s “old wineskins”? 
How would you answer this question? 
Do we definitively know the answer to this question? What Biblical support would you use? 
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B. Mark 2:23-28 - What was wrong with the disciples breaking off heads of wheat to eat? Almost the 
same question - Mark 3:1-6 - Why were the Pharisees so upset at Jesus healing on the Sabbath? 

How did the Pharisees view the Sabbath? (See Exodus 20:8-10) 

How did Jesus respond to their criticism? 

How are these two events related (2:23-28 and 3:1-6)? 

Which was more important to Jesus: to observe the Sabbath or to meet man’s needs? What 
scripture supports your answer? 

How should we observe the Sabbath? 

Disciples, Parables and Miracles 

After the “mountaintop” experience of his baptism, Jesus spends 40 days in the wilderness and faces 
Satan’s temptation. Time in the wilderness helped grow several key Biblical heroes: Moses, John the 
Baptist, and Elijah. Being now properly prepared, Jesus begins his early public ministry. 

Read Mark 3:7-5:43 
What kind of miracles had Jesus performed so far in the book of Mark? 

How were the miracles in this section different? 

What does the word “amazed” mean? 

Today we often use “amazed” with a positive meaning such as surprised. However, traditionally 
“amazed” has had more of a negative meaning such as being fearful, astonished, and awestruck. 
How does this meaning change how you might read some of the events in Mark? 
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Specific Common Questions - Mark 3:7-5:43 
For each of these questions, provide Biblical references to support your answers. 

A. Mark 3:28-30 - What does “blaspheming the Holy Spirit” mean? Why is it not forgivable? 
What would you need in order to answer this question? 

What does Jesus say is the difference between “blaspheming the Holy Spirit” and other sins? 

What is the role of the Holy Spirit in a non-believers life? 

 So how would you answer the original question? 

B. Mark 4:1-34 - Why did Jesus teach in parables? Why not just say what he meant? 
How would you answer this question? 

C. Mark 5:1-20 - Why did the demons ask to go into the pigs? 
What do we know so far about demons in the book of Mark? 

What is the goal of Satan and his demons? 
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Why are demons afraid of Jesus? (Hint: look ahead to Revelation 20:10) 

What was the people’s reaction to the fate of the pigs? 

How would you answer this question? 

D. Mark 5:1-20 - Why did the people plead with Jesus to leave them alone? 
What does the context of this passage tell us about these people? How were they different 
from Jesus and his disciples? 

What were the people’s reaction to the fate of the pigs, and seeing the no-longer-demon-
possessed man? 

How would you answer this question? 

E. Mark 5:35-43 - Why did Jesus not want people to tell others about bringing the girl back to life? 
How would you answer this question? 

How is your answer different from why Jesus did not want the demons proclaiming who Jesus 
was?
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