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Lesson 2 

Our version of the inductive method for Bible study walks through 4 steps: 

1. First reading 
Read the text as if you have never seen it before. Become familiar with the passage you are 
looking at. Be sure to also read a few paragraphs (or chapters) before and after the section 
you are reading. 

2. Observe - “What is happening?” 
Part 1 - Find out the historical context for the passage. 

• When was the passage (or book) written? 
• Who wrote it? Why? Where were they when they wrote it? Under what circumstances 

was it written? 
• Who was it written for? What cultural influences where important? 

 Part 2 - Find our the literary context for the passage. 
• What genre is the passage? (Narrative, teaching, prophecy, poetry, wisdom, etc) 
• How does this passage fit into the rest of this chapter, book and the Bible? 
• What cross references are there for this passage to the rest of the Bible? 

Part 3 - Detail what are the basic facts of the text and story. You are not trying to find 
“striking” things, and not interpreting or drawing spiritual lessons yet.  Instead you are trying 
to detail: 

• Who are the people in this section? 
• What did the people do, or how did they react? 
• What is said about the people? 
• What happened? 
• Where did it happen (location)? 
• When did it happen (day, time, season, around a holiday or feast)? 
• How was it described (ie, what literary genre, methods, story telling style is used)? 

3. Interpretation - “What is God saying?” or “What does this mean?” 
Determine what the text means.  The most important part of this step is remembering the 
context of the passage: 

• Historical context - Scripture cannot mean something different for us today that it 
originally was intended to mean. 

• Literary context - A passage cannot mean something different than everything else 
around it, and scripture never contradicts scripture. 

What is the literal meaning of the passage? The Bible is not something to be unlocked. It is 
God’s truth spoken to us so we can clearly understand it. If you find something that no one 
else has ever discovered, you probably have not actually discovered anything and are being 
misled.  After all, if you believe the Holy Spirit is helping you interpret, wouldn’t it be also true 
that the Holy Spirit has helped the billions of other Christians over the past 2000 years also 
interpret the Word, and your “discovery” would have been found and validated before? 
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4. Application - “What truth do I need to accept and live by?” or “What does God want me to do?” 
Here you take what the Word says, and apply it to your life. Sometimes this means creating 
some action and prayer steps to take. Sometimes the application is accepting the truth of the 
passage by taking a step of faith. Some sections (particularly narratives) may not have a great 
deep action step, and the application is simply learning something new to you about God’s 
character and nature. 

Mark 1:2-13 - Important Preliminary Events 
Read Mark 1:2-13 as if you had never seen it before. Aim to get the facts. What is the author 
saying? Read in a relaxed attitude; do not try to find striking things. Do not try to interpret or t  
draw spiritual lessons at this point. As you read, try to answer the following to discover the facts: 

• Who are the people in this section? 
• What did they do? 
• What was said about them? 
• What happened? 
• Where did it happen? (In the countryside? In a house? Any geographic location 
markers? etc.) 
• When did it happen? (Is there reference to time of day, or year, or near a feast?) 
• How as it recorded? (author’s style) 

Mark 1:2-8 
1. Write a title for this paragraph in four words or less to summarize it. 

2. Is this paragraph narration or teaching? 

Observation helps to find out what the passage says. 
3. Who is the principal character in the paragraph? 

4. Which prophets are quoted? 
Give the reference (look for them in the margin or at the bottom of the page in your Bible). 

5. What did the main character do? 

6. Where was this taking place? V. 4 v. 5 

7. What did the main character tell people to do? 
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8. How did the people respond? 

9. How was the main character dressed? What did he eat? 

10. What did he predict? 

Interpretation questions are to find out what the passage means. 
11. What connection is there between these prophecies and the title that the author gives to the 
main character in 1:1? 

12. To whom do the Old Testament quotes refer? 

13. What was unusual about the location of John’s ministry? 

14. What was unusual about John’s lifestyle? 

Whose style of dress was similar? (2 Kings 1:8) 

Is there a reason for this comparison? (See Malachi 4:5) 

15. What was remarkable about John’s prediction from the standpoint of the people of that day? 

16. What was his purpose in doing so? 

17. Why does Mark include this incident in his gospel? 

What does it say about Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

18. What do the words “more powerful than I” indicate? 
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19. What do the words “the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down to untie” 
mean? 

Application questions are to find out what the passage means to me or means in today’s society. 
20. Isaiah lived approximately 600 years before Christ and Malachi about 400 years. What does 
the fulfillment of these prophecies, made hundreds of years before, tell you about God’s 
faithfulness? 

21. What does this section tell you about the person and ministry of Jesus Christ? 

Mark 1:9-11 
1. Write a short title of this paragraph to summarize its contents. 

Observation questions: What does the passage say? 
2. Who are the main characters of this paragraph? 

3. Where did Jesus go to be baptized? 

On a map trace Jesus’ journey to be baptized. See Matthew 3:1 to get a better idea of where 
John was baptizing people. 

4. What did John see as Jesus came up out of the water at his baptism? 

5. What did John hear? 

Interpretation questions: what does the passage mean? 
6. What do you understand the phrase “he saw heaven being torn open” to mean? 

7. This passage speaks of the Spirit descending like a dove. What does a dove symbolize? 

8. Who speaks the final words at Jesus’ baptism recorded by Mark? 
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How do you know? 

9. What is the principal emphasis of this passage? 

Is it on the fact that Jesus was baptized, or on what happened after he was baptized? 

Why is this important? 

Application questions: what does this passage say to us today? 
10. What does the fact that Jesus submitted to baptism indicate about the believer’s baptism 
today? 

11. What does this passage tell us about the person and ministry of Jesus Christ? 
Remember the “title” of the book in Mark 1:1. The book is about the beginning of the good 
news about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

Mark 1:12-13 
1. Write a short title to summarize the contents of this paragraph. 

Observation questions: what does the passage say? 
1. Who is the principal character in this passage? 

2. Who sent Jesus into the desert? 

3. What happened to Jesus while he was there? 

4. How long was he in the desert? 
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5. What was with him? 

6. Who attended him? 

Interpretation questions: what does the passage mean? 
7. What connection is there between v. 10 and v. 12? 

8. What does the word “desert” imply? 

9. Why does the temptation episode follow the baptism episode? Why didn’t it happen the other 
way around? 

10. Does this passage tell us anything of the nature of the temptation? 

As you study Mark you will note that the author tends to abbreviate various episodes, giving 
only the bare facts. If you want to know more about the nature of the temptation that Jesus 
faced, you need to read Matthew 4 and Luke 4, which give a fuller explanation. 

11. What is significance to the statement about the angels ministering to Jesus while he was in 
the desert? 

12. What is the logical connection between Jesus’ baptism and temptation, and Mark 1:14-15, 
which speak of the beginning of Jesus’ ministry? 

Application questions: what does the passage mean to us today? 
13. How does this passage help you to understand why you also are tempted by evil? 

14. How does this apply to help you to overcome temptation? 

15. What does this passage tell us about Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
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