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Do My Prayers Bore God?

Key Faith Foundation: Persisting in Prayer

Key Scriptures: Matthew 7:7-11; Luke 18:1-7;  

Ephesians 6:18-20
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Bible basis for teachers

Matthew 7:7-11; Luke 18:1-7; Ephesians 6:18-20

O GRAPPLe QuesTIon: Do My Prayers Bore God?

O Key FAITh FounDATIon: Persisting in Prayer

P
raying for the same thing over and over again, when it seems like God will 

never answer, is tough. It can get boring and it can make us wonder if God is 

bored, too. Use this lesson to help kids understand that our prayers never bore 

God. God doesn’t want us to stop praying—God wants us to keep trusting him 

and keep asking him, no matter what.

In Luke 18:1-7, the widow asked the judge for justice so many times that he 

finally got tired of her and gave her what she wanted. Jesus was using this 

parable to teach the disciples how to pray without giving up. Even though 

the judge didn’t care about God or doing the right thing, he finally gave in 

because he was so tired of listening to the widow. Remind kids that unlike 

the judge, God loves us and cares about every prayer. When we keep pray-

ing, God will hear and answer our prayers out of his great love for us.

ephesians 6:18-20 tells us what it means to be persistent in prayer, remind-

ing us that we’re supposed to pray at all times, on every occasion. Use these 

verses to start a conversation about what it looks like to be persistent in 

prayer—and to help kids think of things they need to persistently pray about.

Matthew 7:7-11 says we are to keep knocking and keep asking, and God 

will open the door and give us what we need. Use this Bible passage to talk 

about times kids haven’t received something they’ve asked for. Encourage 

kids to pray for something over and over again because God doesn’t get 

bored. God wants to hear everything we have to say.

understanding preteens

Many kids this age have short attention spans, thanks to their media diets 

and busy schedules. Preteens frequently move from one thing to the next, 

which doesn’t leave much room to learn persistence. Use this opportunity to 

explore the value of repetition, sticking with prayers for the long-term, know-

ing that God always listens.
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the lesson at a glance

Lesson seQuenCe WhAT KIDs WILL Do suPPLIes

1 grapple 

community  

(5 minutes)

Build relationships. •	DVD player

•	Christian music

•	music player

•	snacks

2 grapple games  

(10-15 minutes)

Choose two games to 

play.

•	2 blindfolds

•	paper cups

•	a timer

•	copy of the “Famous 

Phrases” handout (on  

p. 110 and on the DVD)

•	scissors

•	a container

3 grapple time  

(10 minutes)

Open a series of boxes, 

and discuss praying for 

something over and over 

again.

•	a piece of gum for each 

person

•	several progressively 

larger boxes

•	gift wrapping

•	scissors

•	tape

4 grapple team 

time  

(15 minutes)

See what the Bible says 

about persistence in 

prayer.

•	Bibles

•	pencils 

•	copy of the Grapple 

Team Guide for each 

person

5 grapple team 

reports  

(10 minutes)

Report what they learned 

from the Bible passage 

they studied.

6 grapple prayer  

(5 minutes)

Choose a prayer option. •	paper

•	pencils

7 grapple dare Hear the dare for the 

week.
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1 grapple community

Play Christian music as kids enjoy snacks and friendship. Give kids this discus-

sion starter as they eat. Say: Find someone in our group who has prayed 

more than once for something similar to you. Play one of the three-minute 

countdowns (included on your Grapple DVD) to let kids know how much time 

remains.

2 grapple games

Say: We’re going to play a game, but you’ll get to choose. Would you rather 

play olympics (p. 105), where we have fun competitions? or would you like 

to play shoe Matchup (p. 106), which involves getting shoes back to the 

right people? Have kids vote on the game they’d like to play. Then lead kids in 

playing the game. 

Say: now we’ll play another game. Would you rather play Tower Challenge 

(p. 107), where you stack cups to the sky? or would you like to play say 

What? (p. 106), which involves quickly saying what comes to mind? Have 

kids vote on the game they’d like to play. Then lead kids in playing the game.  

3 grapple time

Place all the gum in the smallest of your boxes. Gift wrap that 

box. Then put the wrapped box in the next largest box and wrap 

that box. Continue until all the boxes are wrapped and inside the 

largest box. If you’re short on time, put the boxes inside each other 

without wrapping them. 

 Lead the entire group in the following:

Show kids the large wrapped box. Say: What do you think is 

in this present? Pause. Who wants to find out? I need some-

one to help me unwrap this box. Have a preteen come forward 

and unwrap the first box. It’s another box! hmmm, should we 

unwrap it, too? What do you think? I need another helper. 

Keep choosing kids to unwrap each box. Every time you get to 

a new box, ask kids if they want to keep unwrapping or if they 

want to stop. Once the final person opens the last box, hold up 

the pieces of gum for everyone to see. All right! There’s gum in 

here! Who wants some gum? Have a couple of kids pass out 

the gum. I’m excited that we get to have some gum, but it sure 

took a long time to get to it. 

Place all the gum in the smallest of your boxes. Gift wrap that 

box. Then put the wrapped box in the next largest box and wrap 

ALLeRGy 

ALeRT 

(see page 5)
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Why was it worth it (or not) to unwrap all those boxes? 

It seemed kind of silly to just keep opening boxes, didn’t 

it? And after a while, we all started to wonder if there was 

really going to be anything in the boxes at all. It took a lot of 

patience to just keep opening the boxes without knowing if 

there would ever be a reward. sometimes prayer can be like 

unwrapping all those boxes—we pray for the same thing 

over and over again without seeing any results.

What’s something you’ve prayed for over and over again? Explain 

why you plan, or don’t plan, to keep praying for that thing. If God 

already answered your prayer, how did he answer it?

sometimes we have to keep praying over and over again 

without knowing when God will answer our prayer. Do you 

ever wonder, after you’ve prayed for the same thing for the 

millionth time, if God is bored with hearing the same prayer 

over and over again? Does God really want to hear about the 

same thing again? Let’s grapple with that.

4 grapple team time

Break into Grapple Teams. Encourage Grapple Team leaders to check in with 

kids about their week. Grapple Team leaders will facilitate discussion, using the 

Grapple Team Guide on pages 53-54.  

5 grapple team reports

At the end of Grapple Team Time, have kids work with their team to choose 

one of the options below to report what they discovered.

 option 1: Repetitive Motion

When you give your report, repeat every word twice: “We we 

learned learned that that…” 

 option 2: Knock, Knock!

Frame your discovery as a knock-knock joke! “Knock, knock.” 

“Who’s there?” “It’s our team, and we learned…” 

Match Grapple Teams that chose Option 1 with Grapple Teams that chose 

Option 2. Have teams present their reports. (Do this one team at a time if 

you have only two Grapple Teams.)
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6 grapple prayer

Read the Grapple Prayer options. Have the group choose one prayer option 

that everyone will do. Allow kids time to pray about what they discovered. 

Then close in prayer.

 option 1: Again and Again Prayers

Think of one thing you want to pray about, and then write it 

over and over and over and over again. Each time you write it, 

pray about it.

 option 2: Smaller Prayers 

Draw a picture to represent your prayer; then fold the piece 

of paper into the smallest possible size—like the smallest gift 

box—and put it in your pocket as a reminder to keep praying.  

7 grapple dare

Say: Praying for the same thing over and over again, when it seems as if 

God will never answer, is tough. It gets old. But God doesn’t want us to 

stop asking or to stop looking to him for help. God wants us to keep trust-

ing him and to keep asking him, no matter what. so I dare you to pray that 

“Knock-knock” prayer again tonight and tomorrow night. I dare you to keep 

believing that God will help you. I dare you to be persistent and to pray 

again and again, for as long as it takes.

(Find the Parent Page for this lesson on the enhanced DVD. Have each child 

give a copy to his or her parent. Alternatively, send the file to parents via email.)
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 Without naming names, share a time you’ve been bored 

by someone telling the same story or asking you for the 

same thing again and again. Explain why you do or don’t 

think God gets bored when we pray about the same 

thing again and again.

Read Luke 18:1-7.

In this Bible passage, the woman asked the judge for the same 

thing so many times, he got sick of her and fi nally just gave her 

what she wanted! What do these verses really mean God thinks 

about us praying for the same thing over and over? How much do 

you think God is like the judge? What are the differences between 

God and the judge?

Read Ephesians 6:18-20.

According to these verses, what do you think it means to “be 

persistent in your prayers”? What would it look like for you to pray 

persistently for something? What’s something you need to pray 

persistently about?

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Is there ever a time to stop praying for the same thing—

and if so, when is that? 

Read Matthew 7:7-11.

These verses say to keep on knocking and keep on asking, and 

God will open the door and give you what you need. Tell about a 

time you’ve asked for something and not received it. What insight 

do these verses provide about that?
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Get with a partner and act out this prayer. Find a door to 

knock on, or just pretend to knock. Then say, “Knock, 

knock, God. I would like to ask for…” and complete the 

sentence with a prayer request you have. Repeat this 

same prayer a couple of times, to be persistent. Explain 

why you do or don’t think God will answer your prayer.

Based on all the Bible passages you read today, what could you 

say to a friend if he or she asked you if your prayers ever bore 

God?

“ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________”

grapple team reports

With your team, choose one of the options below to 

report what you discovered.

Option 1:  Repetitive Motion

When you give your report, repeat every word twice: 

“We we learned learned that that…”

Option 2:  Knock, Knock!

Frame your discovery as a knock-knock joke! 

“Knock, knock.” “Who’s there?” “It’s our team, and 

we learned…”




