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Gospel of Mark 
Lesson 1 - Introduction to Mark’s Gospel 

 

To understand any book you need to know what kind of book it is (novel, biography, textbook, poetry, 
history, etc). Often the title of the book will give you a clue to what kind of book you are about to 
read. It is also helpful to know something about the author. Many books give this kind of information 
on the dust jacket or addendum. To understand the book of Mark, it is helpful to know some of these 
things as well. 

The Title 
What is the title of this book in your Bible? 
 
 

Is that the title the author gave it? 
 
 
Does it describe what the book is about? 
 
 

Read Mark 1:1 
Observe this opening statement. Restate this opening statement in your own words. 
 
 
Could this sentence describe the contents of the book? 
 
 
Do you think that this might be the title the author gave his book? 
 
 

Let’s make some observations based on Mark 1:1 
 

Who is the book about? 
 
 
What does the title say about the principal character? 
 
 
What kind of book is it? 
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Let’s make some interpretations. 
 

What does the word “gospel” mean? (look up the word in both a regular and Bible dictionary) 
 
 
Why does the title say it is the “beginning of the gospel”? 
 
 
What does that imply? 
 
 
What does the word “Christ” mean? (look it up in a dictionary) 
 
 
What does the title “Son of God” mean? 
 
 

So we can conclude that Mark 1:1 is the author’s title for the book. He states that this is the good 
news about Jesus Christ (the anointed one or Messiah), and that he is the Son of God. We need to 
keep in mind this title as we study. We need to discover: 

 What the good news is all about 
 What this book says about Jesus Christ 
 How the author arrived at the conclusion that Jesus is the Son of God 
 Why this is good news 

The author 
The book itself does not give us the name of the author. However, it is universally accepted that Mark, 
Peter’s interpreter and helper, was the author of this book. We learn this from writings dating back to 
the Second Century. It is probable that the same Mark was the John Mark mentioned in the book of 
Acts as a companion of Pauls’ on the first missionary journey. 
 
Look up the following references, and jot down what they say about the author of this remarkable 
book: 

 Acts 12:12 

 Acts 12:25 

 Acts 13:5, 13 

 Acts 15:36-41 

 Colossians 4:10 
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 Philemon 24 

 2 Timothy 4:11 

 1 Peter 5:13 

Read Mark 14:51-52 
In your own words, state what these verses are about. 

Who is this young man? 

Is this incident important to the rest of the story about Jesus’ arrest? 

Some Bible scholars believe that this young man was the author himself. It was his way of saying, “I 
was there”, without drawing attention to himself. 
 
If Mark was indeed Peter’s companion, secretary and interpreter, (and we have no reason to doubt it), 
then we can see that Mark had an eyewitness source for the material in his book. In other words, 
Mark gives us Peter’s observations of the life and ministry of Jesus. This should help us to understand 
that what Mark writes is reliable information, not just hearsay or anecdotes he picked up from various 
sources. 
 
Why is this important to the credibility of the book? 
 
 
 

Overview of the book 
Before beginning a detailed study of Mark’s Gospel, you should get a feel for the book. Read the 
book through but as you do I want you to fill out the following table. You will take note of two aspects 
of each paragraph: 
 
1. You should decide what type of passage you are reading. There are two basic types in this book: 
narrative (which tells a story) and teaching (which gives instruction). There are a few passages that are 
a combination of both. In the “Type” column of the table, pleas mark each section with “N” if the 
passage is narrative and “T” if the passage is teaching. 
 
2. As you read I also want you to note what categories of the people who are involved in this book. 
After you read each paragraph, write in the table a code letter to indicate what type of personnel are 
involved. Jesus, being the central character is in almost every paragraph, so you will not need to note 
this except where Jesus is the only one mentioned. You need not mention every person, but the 
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principal group involved. Here are a list of characters in the book and the code you will use to identify 
them: 

John The Baptist B  
Crowds C People of all sorts, who are not identified as 

disciples or enemies of Jesus 
Disciples D Regular followers of Jesus 
Enemies E Usually identified as religious leaders or 

Pharisees 
Jesus’ family F Jesus’ mother and siblings 
Gentiles G People who were not Jewish 
Jesus, but no one else J  
Crowds & Enemies CE  
Disciples & Enemies DE  
Family & Crowds FC  

 
This exercise will give you an overview of the book and will going to help you to observe some things 
about this book.  
 
Reference Section Title Type (N/T) Personnel 
Introduction 
1:1-18    
1:9-11    
1:12-13    
Jesus begins his public ministry 
1:14-20    
1:21-28    
1:29-34    
1:35-39    
1:40-45    
Opposition to Jesus’ ministry 
2:1-12    
2:13-17 
2:18-22 

   

2:23-28    
3:1-6    
Disciples, parables and miracles 
3:7-12    
3:13-19    
3:20-30    
3:31-34    
4:1-20    
4:21-25    
4:26-29    
4:30-34    
5:1-20    
5:21-43    
Ministry in and around Galilee 
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Reference Section Title Type (N/T) Personnel 
6:1-6a    
6:6b-13    
6:4-29    
6:30-44    
6:45-56    
7:1-23    
7:24-30    
7:31-37    
8:1-13    
8:14-21    
8:22-26    
The Road to Jerusalem 
8:27-30    
8:31-9:1    
9:2-13    
9:14-23    
9:33-37    
9:38-41    
9:42-50    
10:1-12    
10:13-16    
10:17-31    
10:32-34    
10:35-45    
10:46-52    
Conflict in Jerusalem 
11:1-11    
11:12-14    
11:15-19    
11:20-26    
11:27-33    
12:1-12    
12:13-17    
12:18-27    
12:28-34    
12:35-40    
12:41-44    
13:1-37    
The Crucifixion and the Resurrection 
14:1-11    
14:12-26    
14:17-31    
14:32-42    
14:43-52    
14:53-65    
14:66-72    
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Reference Section Title Type (N/T) Personnel 
15:1-15    
15:16-20    
15:21-41    
15:42-47    
16:1-8    
16:9-20    

 

The type of book that Mark is 
How many passages (paragraphs or epiosdes) are there in the book of Mark? 

How many of them are narrative?          Teaching? 

Which of the two types dominate the book? 

Are the teaching sections grouped together? 

Which chapters? 

Who are the people involved in Mark’s Gospel? 
Personnel Code Number of instances 
John The Baptist B  
Crowds C  
Disciples D  
Enemies E  
Jesus’ family F  
Gentiles G  
Jesus, but no one else J  
Crowds & Enemies CE  
Disciples & Enemies DE  
Family & Crowds FC  

 
 

What do the few references to John the Baptist, Jesus’ family and the Gentiles tell us about the 
book? 
 
 
What parts of the book do you see groupings of passages that deal mostly with the disciples? 
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What parts of the book deal mostly with the crowd? 

What parts of the book deal mostly with the enemies? 

Where does the first passage that deals with the enemies occur? 

 
We conclude that the first part of the book is Jesus’ ministry mostly with the crowds, preaching and 
doing miracles. We also see that as opposition from Jesus’ enemies grows, he begins to withdraw 
from the crowds and spends more time with his disciples. 
 
Observing how Jesus interacts with the different kinds of people helps us to see these trends over the 
whole span of the book, and gives us an understanding to the flow of the book. 
 
People often think of the gospels as biographies of Jesus. The Gospel of Mark is not really a 
biography, simply to tell us about the life of Jesus. He says nothing or very little about Jesus’ birth, 
upbringing, education of family. Mark wrote his Gospel to give us a message about Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. As we study the book, we will try to discover more about this message of good news is. 
The message is about who Jesus is and what he came to do. 


