
AUGUST 23 - DAY 234 - EXPANDED PASSAGE: John 1-2

THE LIGHT OF MEN 
John 1:12-18

12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This 
was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16 
For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the 
Father’s side, he has made him known. (ESV)

READ 
Read the passage slowly and repeatedly. Don’t rush through it. Take your time. Ruminate on the 
passage. Let it sink into the well of your soul. 

THINK 
What sticks out to you the most in these verses? Why is the Word coming to Earth such a big deal in 
the great scope of human history? 

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” What might your life be like if God moved into 
the house or apartment or locker or dorm room next to yours? 

How might the environment of your neighborhood be different if he dwelled among you as your 
next-door neighbor? How might your own life be different? Be specific. 

LIVE 
Get a candle (if you don’t have one, buy or borrow one). At night, go into a dark room (turn off any 
lights and shut any curtains). Light the candle and stare at the flame. Consider Jesus, the Word, 
coming to Earth in flesh and blood, becoming the Light for the world. 

PRAY   
Stand in the dark room, still looking at the small flame. Allow these words to guide your prayers: “In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
over come it” (John 1:4-5).    
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