
AUGUST 21 - DAY 232 - EXPANDED PASSAGE: Luke 22:39-71

HEALING THE ENEMY 
Luke 22:47-53

47 While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, was 
leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray 
the Son of Man with a kiss?” 49 And when those who were around him saw what would follow, they 
said, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 50 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and 
cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. 52 
Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple and elders, who had come out against 
him, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs? 53 When I was with you day after 
day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.” (ESV)

READ 
Read the passage aloud slowly. Keep in mind that this occurs in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus has 
just prayed, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be 
done.” Then Jesus noted that his disciples were sleeping when he’d asked them to watch with him (see 
verses 42-46). 

THINK 
Read the passage again. This time place yourself in the scene as one of the disciples watching what is 
going on.  

1. How do you feel when Judas arrives with soldiers?
2. How do you feel when one of you strikes the chief priest’s servant?
3. How do you feel when Jesus heals this servant-one of his attackers?
4. How do you feel when Jesus points out how silly and dramatic his assailants are? (He has 

been accessible to them for days and is now letting them arrest him.) 

Finally, put yourself in the place of the servant of the chief priest who is healed by Jesus. How do 
you feel? What do you want to say to Jesus?

PRAY 
Consider Jesus’ behavior in this scene. What baffles you? What is awak ened within you? Fear? A 
sense of worship? If there is any way this scene might help you trust Jesus more, tell him. 

LIVE  
Sit quietly with your hand on one of your ears. See yourself as someone who is about to injure Jesus, 
but instead he heals you from your own injuries. Sit in that sense of being healed by God. Sit in that 
sense of finally being able to hear Jesus in your heart with your willing ears.   
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