
JUNE 27 - DAY 177 - EXPANDED PASSAGE: Obadiah  

GOD, THE RADICAL POLITICIAN   
Obadiah 12-14

12 But do not gloat over the day of your brother
in the day of his misfortune;

     do not rejoice over the people of Judah
in the day of their ruin;

     do not boast
 in the day of distress.

13 Do not enter the gate of my people
in the day of their calamity;

     do not gloat over his disaster
in the day of his calamity;

     do not loot his wealth
 in the day of his calamity.

14 Do not stand at the crossroads
 to cut off his fugitives;

     do not hand over his survivors
in the day of distress. (ESV)

READ
Read the passage aloud slowly. Understand that the prophet Obadiah is speaking to the nation of Edom 
who enjoyed watching the nation of Judah experience troubles. 

THINK 
Put yourself in the place of the nation of Edom. You’ve had an ancient feud with the Israelites, and they 
are your bitter enemies. Politics are poli tics--enemy nations do not help each other. Right? Now read 
the passage again, with its very different viewpoint. Hear God’s radical response to Edom’s very normal 
behavior. 

God’s odd stance has been stated another way in 1 Corinthians 13:6: “[Love] does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.” What role does the love of God play in political affairs? What 
role does the love of God play in how nations treat the peoples of the world whom God loves? 

PRAY
Ask God to help the nations of the world consider how they treat one another, especially nations who 
are ancient enemies. Pray for Christians who are active in inserting God’s radical love into international 
politics (for example, Christian Peacemaker Teams).  

LIVE 
Stand in front of a world map or globe. Put your hand on a nation who has been an enemy of your 
nation. Pray for the people of that country. Pray for its leaders.     
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