
JUNE 26 - DAY 176 - EXPANDED PASSAGE: Amos 7:1-17

PLUMB LINE   
Amos 7:1-9

This is what the Lord God showed me: behold, he was forming locusts when the latter growth was just 
beginning to sprout, and behold, it was the latter growth after the king’s mowings. 2 When they had finished 
eating the grass of the land, I said,

 “O Lord God, please forgive!
      How can Jacob stand?
      He is so small!”
        3 The Lord relented concerning this:
      “It shall not be,” said the Lord.

        4 This is what the Lord God showed me: behold, the Lord God was calling for a judgment by fire, and it 
devoured the great deep and was eating up the land. 5 Then I said,

 “O Lord God, please cease!
      How can Jacob stand?
      He is so small!”
         6 The Lord relented concerning this:
      “This also shall not be,” said the Lord God.

 7 This is what he showed me: behold, the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, 
with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb 
line.” Then the Lord said,

    “Behold, I am setting a plumb line
     in the midst of my people Israel;
      I will never again pass by them;
           9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
     and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
      and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” (ESV)

READ
Read the passage carefully.   

THINK 
What theme do you see emerging? Write it down in one sentence. Be aware of what thinking might have 
motivated God to use the plumb line.

LIVE
Take a small, heavy object, like a key, a ring, or a pendant, and hang it from a string. As the object hangs 
straight toward the ground, the string is your plumb line by which you can measure the uprightness of other 
items. Take time to ponder this. Play with your plumb line and observe how it works. What do you notice?  

PRAY 
Setting the text and your plumb line aside, sit with your eyes closed. What are you feeling? What are your 
concerns and needs? Who are you as the person who is approaching this text today? 
 Now read the passage again. In what ways do you see the theme you already noted intersecting with 
your life today? Is there a message God is speaking to you? How does the plumb line hang in the midst of 
your own life? If you have trouble seeing a connection, read the passage again, pausing in the place that 
affects you most and leads you into prayer. Write down anything that seems significant.     
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