
MAY 25- DAY 144 - EXPANDED PASSAGE: Jeremiah 13

ROTTON AS CLOTH
Jeremiah 13:1-11

1Thus says the LORD to me, “Go and buy a linen loincloth and put it around your waist, and do not dip 
it in water.” 2 So I bought a loincloth according to the word of the LORD, and put it around my waist. 3 
And the word of the LORD came to me a second time, 4 “Take the loincloth that you have bought, which 
is around your waist, and arise, go to the Euphrates and hide it there in a cleft of the rock.” 5 So I went 
and hid it by the Euphrates, as the LORD commanded me. 6 And after many days the LORD said to 
me, “Arise, go to the Euphrates, and take from there the loincloth that I commanded you to hide there.” 
7 Then I went to the Euphrates, and dug, and I took the loincloth from the place where I had

8 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 9 ”Thus says the LORD: Even so will I spoil the pride 
ofJudah and the great pride ofJerusalem. 10 This evil people, who refuse to hear my words, who 
stubbornly follow their own heart and have gone after other gods to serve them and worship them, shall 
be like this loincloth, which is good for nothing. 11 For as the loincloth clings to the waist of a man, so I 
made the whole house of lsrael and the whole house of Judah cling to me, declares the LORD, that 
they might be for me a people, a name, a praise, and a glory, but they would not listen.” (ESV)

READ 
As you read the passage, imaginatively put yourself in Jeremiah’s place.      

THINK 
In your mind’s eye, look down and see the linen loincloth you’ve been wearing for days or weeks. Set 
out on the journey to the Euphrates. Discover the cleft in the rock. Envision the long time that passes-- 
what you do in the meantime, any particular events, the seasons that pass. 

Now return to the rock and feel your own sweat as you dig out the loincloth again. How do you 
first detect it? By touch? Smell? Sight? As you unearth it, what thoughts go through your head? What is 
the smell like? What does it look like? 
Next think about God’s metaphor. Listen to his explanation of the Israelites’ rotted hearts 
illustrated by this decaying loincloth. As you hear God’s words, what are you thinking? What are you 
feeling? 

PRAY
Set the text aside and explore your own heart honestly with God. When you think of God the Father 
rebuking you for something, what is your internal reaction? Do you perceive it as a positive thing, done 
in love? Or does his rebuke seem to say he is against you, doesn’t care for you, or wants you to fix 
yourself? Talk this over with him. 

LIVE
Read the passage again, listening for what God might be saying to you through Jeremiah. In what way 
is your Father challenging you? Make note of any action you feel he is leading you to. 
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