
Educational Opportunities At Hope 
 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness.” – 2 Timothy 3:16 
 

I don’t have the greenest of thumbs.  I like to think I’m good at getting things to grow and thrive, and in Florida 
you’d think that would be a cake-walk, but still my horticultural skills are lacking.  Just the other day I peeked out 
the back door and looked at one of our potted plants, and it was a sorry sight.  To say that the poor thing was 
droopy would be an understatement.  I hadn’t gone out to water it in for I don’t know how long, and it’s leaves 
were starting to drop off.  Again, I don’t have the greenest of thumbs. 
 

And so, in hopes of reviving the poor, wilty, droopy plant, I grabbed my hose, cranked the water all the way up to 
eleven and started watering.  The next day, those leaves were perked up and happy, ready to face another day in 
the scorching Florida sun. 
 
Our faith is a lot like that plant out on the patio at our house.  If it isn’t connected to a regular source of life, then 
it’s going to dry up and wilt and die.  That’s why it’s so important for each of us to be intentional about diving in 
and exploring the God-breathed Scriptures that Paul talks about.  Contained in those pages we are taught about 
who God is and what he’s done for us.  In those pages our sinfulness is exposed and our Savior is revealed.  In those 
pages, we are reminded time and again what it looks like to walk the winding road of faith with our Lord.   
 

As we dive in and engage with what God has laid out for us in the Scriptures, we are going to grow and thrive as his 
people, as people of Hope.  Engaging with the Scriptures and constantly learning about who God is and how he 
works in and though our lives is such an important part of being a follower of Jesus that, here at Hope, we want to 
give you all kinds of opportunities to do just that.   
 

On Sunday, September 12th you are encouraged to join us in worship as we kick off our fall education 
programming.  Here are some of the ways you come into contact with God’s Word: 
 

Beginning Wednesday, September 15th, Steve Apostel is going to be leading a Lutheran Hour Bible study dealing 
with the importance of prayer.  This study begins at 10am here at Hope. 

 

Also on Wednesdays, Deaconess Lois Diebel and Jackie Fernandez will be leading women’s bible study at 10am 
here at Hope. 

 

Beginning Wednesday, Spetember 15th, Pastor James will be leading Wednesday in the Word.   
 

We will begin our time together by sharing a meal at 5:45pm, and then move to the Sanctuary at 6:30pm for a 
brief time of Worship and Bible study. 

 

Beginning Sunday, September 19th, David Heumann will be leading our Sunday morning adult Bible class as we 
explore the assigned Sunday readings between our worship services. 

 

Beginning Sunday, September 19th, we will be offering Sunday School classes for Preshool-6th grade.  
 

Starting in October, we’ll begin meeting in our LifeGroups. 
 

We look forward to growing with you this year and pray that you’ll take advantage of some of these opportunities 
to grow as person of Hope! Find more information about all of these programs on Page 5. 
 

In Christ, Pastor James 
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Pastor James and Pastor AJ Mastic of Renewal Church in Denver, Colorado, host a bi-weekly video 

podcast called Scripture on the Go aimed at helping you to grow in your faith and in your knowledge 

of the Scriptures. Go to www.scriptureonthego.org to download the reading plan and like the 

Scripture on the Go Facebook page at www.facebook.com/scriptureonthego to join the conversation.  
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Scripture on the Go 

Happy Anniversary to… 
 

Nancy and Rich Sutter  5     23 years 

Tom and Julie Decker  16     48 years 

Jolene and Bob Irvine 26     51 years 

Matthew and Tracy Thompson 26  29  years 

Yvonne Wallace 2 

Jim Jones 3 

Nate Stewart 8 

Parker McLaughlin 13 

Gavin Montague 22 

Ian McLaughlin 23 

 

Happy Birthday to… 

Jan Haeker 24 

Timothy Gordon III 24 

Kent LeVelle 27 

Marilyn Treanor 27 

Gage Sasenick 27 

Hope Cares 

Even as we are people of Hope in our community, we also take care of those within our Hope 

family.  Hope Cares is our way of matching resources to needs of people in that family. Each of 

us can be a blessing as we provide meals, transportation, phone calls and emails.  Providing a meal at the most difficult 

times, such as funeral or memorial services, is helpful and brings us together as the body of Christ.  You can join Hope 

Cares by filling out the gold colored half sheets available in the narthex. As needs arise in our Hope family, it is the 

greatest blessing to have an ample number of people available to reach out and be a blessing.   

Support Hope through online giving today! 

Your generosity goes a long way in helping Hope fulfill God’s mission in Melbourne and beyond! We 

thank you for supporting our ministry! You can give at hopebrevard.org/give or by scanning the QR 

code. 

Hope Family, 

Thank you so much for your encouragement and well wishes as Jim and I start our new journey in 

Nebraska. You have been most generous and kind.  We will miss you and will be watching how God 

continues to lead you in your own discipleship and in outreach in the community. Our new address 

is on Membership360 and you will continue to see Jim on Sunday mornings as he finishes his year 

out at Florida Tech.  In Christ, Jim and Dorothee Jones 

(Picture: Jar Jar strapped in and ready for a road trip with mommy! Dorothee and Jar Jar made it 

safely to Kearney on Saturday. ) 

Thank You From Jim and Dorothee! 
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Sunday School Starts September 19th! 
 

Get ready for Sunday School!! Beginning Sunday, September 19, Hope will offer two Sunday 

school classes for your children and grandchildren. Our Preschool-Kindergarten class will meet 

in the Fellowship Hall and our 1st-6th grade will meet in the church office. Classes will be held in 

between service and will begin at approximately 9:45am.  
 

Our Sunday School teachers will be using CPH’s Enduring Faith curriculum, which will walk the 

children through the Old and New Testament while combining Bible knowledge and life             

application. Lifegroups this fall will be using the adult version of the Enduring Faith Curriculum, 

so parents and children will be learning the same lessons as Sunday School and Lifegroups roll 

along. We are so excited to get started teaching our little ones more about the Bible and Jesus’ great love for us!   
 

Help Wanted! 
As planning for Sunday School gets underway, We are still looking for 1-3 more teachers to fill out our team! Not 

wanting the commitment to be a burden to those willing to teach our Hope kiddos, teachers would be scheduled for 

just one Sunday a month in the classroom they feel most comfortable with.  Jackie will be teaching each week in one of 

the classroom; Three others have volunteered to each take a week of teaching each month. To   

lighten the load for everyone, we would love to have at least one, if not three more individuals        

volunteer to teach. Classes will run 30-45 minutes and the curriculum is easy to understand and 

implement. Jackie also plans to hold a training meeting in the next few weeks to help all teachers 

get comfortable with the material. Please prayerfully consider if you can step into this role. We 

would love to have you on our Sunday School Team! Contact Jackie for more information. 

LWML Happenings 

 

“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you” Isaiah 43:2 

The LWML FL-GA DISTRICT RETREAT will be held at the Crowne Plaza  

Oceanfront Hotel in Melbourne, Fl. On September 24-26, 2021 

The registration deadline is August 26th.  Forms are in the Narthex. 

 

The LWML is collecting denim for New Life Mission which uses denim in its Transformed     

Sewing Shop for many lovely creations. As the service project for the September retreat, the   

LWMLers will be preparing the denim for use at NLM. We are asking members of Hope to   

donate old denim jeans, shirts, and jackets for this activity, and a bin has been set up in the   

narthex for your denim donations. Please bring your denim items to church by September 22nd. 

If you have questions, please see Nancy Roberts. 

 

If you have any questions about LWML, you can contact Phyllis Derda, Hope L. C. Society Pres. At                        

phyllislwml@gmail.com or Bunnie Koelsch, Space Coast Zone Pres. at bunnie49.bk@gmail.com. 

mailto:phyllislwml@gmail.com
mailto:bunnie49.bk@gmail.com


A Note From Our President 
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On August 17, the Hope church council voted to approve the Vision  Statement 

and the Mission Statement as recommended by the Vision Leadership 

Team.  Those statements are as follows:  

VISION STATEMENT: To be people of Hope in our community 

MISSION STATEMENT: Carrying the Hope of Jesus to our community by growing together through 

worship, education, service, and fellowship 

You may have seen Pastor James' refer to these in his newsletter missives, and in his direction to the congregation on 

Sunday mornings where he has asked us to all be "people of Hope in our community" just before he greeted us in the 

Narthex after the services.  You will be hearing much more about these statements going forward. 

In addition to the vision and mission statements, the Vision Leadership Team provided recommended objectives and 

accompanying strategies and action plans to move forward.  Many objectives had to do with the church life and the 

recovery from covid restrictions.  Others pertained to new church property, outreach, and Christian education.   

In addition to approving the vision and mission statements, the council voted to offer additional duties and hours Jackie 

Fernandez's contract which would promote the Vision Leadership Team's objectives regarding Christian Education at 

Hope.  Jackie's training and background in Christian Education and her willingness to serve has made her an obvious 

choice for us.  If you were involved in July's Vacation Bible School at Hope, you saw just how talented and effective she 

is. The council is excited to have her in this expanded role at Hope! 

Hal Stutsman, President Hope Church Council 

Hope Choir News 

It's a PLAN, never before tried at Hope and YOU can be a part of 

it!  If you like to sing and contribute to the worship service in a      

musical way, we'd like to provide that opportunity.  

Beginning on Sunday, September 19, the Sunday following Rally Sunday, we will resume our 11:30am choir practice, 

and EVERYBODY is invited. Rehearsals will last one hour or less.  Then, beginning in October, this choir will sing once 

a month during the 10:30am church service. For those of you who prefer to attend the 8:30am church service, but 

would rather not return for 11:30am choir  rehearsal, or perhaps cannot make that weekly commitment, we have a 

DIFFERENT OPTION for you! The choir which will sing monthly for the 8:30am church service will NOT rehearse 

weekly. Instead, on the Sunday we are scheduled to sing, we will meet at 8:10am for a quick run through of somewhat 

familiar songs to be presented at that church service.  For those of you who have participated in "Choir for a Day," it 

will be akin to that procedure.   

Understanding that we are living in a COVID environment and that the virus is airborne and can readily be transmitted 

by speaking and singing, I encourage you to take maximum precautions for your health and the health of                  

others. Particularly if you are immunocompromised and/or unvaccinated, please think of  health first.  Any person who 

chooses to sing will be welcome to rehearse and sing while wearing a mask.  We will also attempt to distance while 

we rehearse and sing in church. If I have totally confused you or you have questions, please feel free to email, call, or 

visit with me at church! Kathy 
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The Hope for the Environment bottle cap collection will be discontinued until further notice. When we receive word 

that FIT is able to take more bottle caps, we will resume our collection. Until then, you may continue collecting them 

on your own or recycle them. We thank the members of Hope for their efforts on this project! 

Hope for the Environment 

Close to half of the Fidget Mats have been delivered to facilities.  They were very happy to receive them and  were 
impressed that they were constructed well. Many thanks to Phyllis for coordinating and all those who have worked 
on these mats. There are still many "Take-Home-and-Sew" kits to be completed. They are located in the narthex. 
The deadline to finish all of the kits will be extended to the end of the year.   

Loving Stitches  

             Fall Education Kick-off at Hope! 
 

Join us September 12th as we kick-off our fall programming here at Hope! During our     

services, we will commission all our teachers. Between services, we will get a preview of    

education opportunities available this fall. Here are some of the opportunities for you to 

grow in your faith this fall at Hope! 
 

Wednesday Men’s and Women’s Bible Study at Hope 

On Wednesday Mornings, you are invited to join us for a time of Bible Study and     

fellowship here at Hope. The Women’s Bible Study continues to meet; the Men’s will 

begin again (in person) on September 15.  Both studies begin at 10am here at Hope! Steve Apostel will lead the 

men’s Bible Study wile Deaconess Lois Diebel and Jackie Fernandez are leading the Women’s Bible Study. 
 

Wednesday in the Word 

Beginning September 15th, we will be brining back Wednesday in the Word, complete with a pre-study 

meal!  Join us for a light supper at 5:45pm each Wednesday and stick around for worship and Bible study    

starting at 6:30pm 
 

Women of Hope 

Nancy Gray continues to host a Saturday Morning Bible study for the women of Hope via Zoom! This study 

takes on the assigned Sunday readings to give you insight into what you can expect in worship on Sunday.  Bible 

study begins at 10am.  Be sure to contact Nancy Gray (nlgray21@gmail.com) if you would like a link to the 

study!   
 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class 

Beginning Sunday, September 19th, David Heumann will be leading a study between our Sunday services 

that will dive deeper into one or two of our lectionary readings.  Be sure to stop in after 8:30 service or before 

10:30 service for this wonderful opportunity to engage with God’s Word! 
 

Sunday School  

Beginning Sunday, September 19th, Hope will be offering Sunday school classes for preschool-6th grade. If 

you have a young child in your home, or if you know one, invite them to join us for this fun time of learning 

about Jesus and His love. Children 7th grade and older are encouraged to attend Adult Bible Class. 
 

Life Groups 

Starting in October, we will be launching our fall session of our LifeGroups where we will engage with God’s 

Word in a more personal setting.   
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Hope for Local Businesses  

Palm Shores Bistro is the next restaurant for Hope for Local Businesses. Throughout          

September, please pray their business thrives and their employees stay healthy. Palm Shores 

Bistro is located on US-1, with a beautiful view of the Indian River. There are both indoor and 

outdoor dining spaces and they serve breakfast, lunch and dinner. Check out their menu and 

hours at http://www.PalmShoresBistro.com/. We will dine there together as a Hope Family on 

Sept. 30 at 6 pm. RSVP to Jackie.  

Help Wanted-Family Promise  

Bakers’ Blessing on the Road 

Cookie bakers, the latest sign up sheet for Bakers’ Blessings on the Road is out. 

Cookies in September will be going to the Melbourne Police Dept. 

Help!! We are in need of a Family Promise coordinator for Hope! Duties include coordinating  

a meal date with Lovi Lovisome at Faith Viera, setting up the SignUp Genius for the (taco)  

meal, gathering the food, and making arrangements to deliver the meal to the designated hotel  

where the families are staying. In addition, there are occasional Family Promise meetings to attend as well as Hope 

outreach meetings. Family Promise—and their efforts to keep families from homelessness—has been a long-standing 

ministry at Hope, and we ask that those with a heart for this kind of ministry prayerfully consider becoming our      

coordinator. For more information, please contact Pastor James or Nancy Roberts. 

Hands on Hope is our new ministry in which Hope members are actively doing projects out in the 

community to help others, including Hope’s own members. We have a goal to do at least one Hands 

on Hope activity each month starting in 2022. We need your help in identifying more activities for 

Hands on Hope. Please contact Dave Roberts (321-327-4122 or dlrobertsfl@gmail.com) with your 

ideas and suggestions. 

Hands on Hope 

Hands on Hope! A beach cleanup is scheduled for Sat., Sept. 11th, from 8-10 a.m. at Paradise 

Beach located at 2301 N. Hwy A1A. We will meet at the main (Paradise Blvd.) entrance     

parking lot and ask that folks wear their Hope t-shirts; cold water will be provided. After the 

beach cleanup, Hope folks are invited to enjoy beach time and the park together; bring a picnic 

lunch and spend extra fellowship time with Hope members. The signup sheet is available in the     

Beach Cleanup 

If you are a golfer, you may be interested in representing Hope at Family Promise’s annual golf         

tournament, Hope is doing a bronze sponsorship for this event (all golfer fees paid), and Hope’s team 

will be playing on Saturday morning, Nov. 6th, at IRCC. Please contact Dave Roberts by September 10 

if you are interested. 

Golf Tournament 

http://www.palmshoresbistro.com/?fbclid=IwAR0Goq68l8hvXyMl4RXdO4I-CiUr4w3TpCp4SXNaAmE5eppAu9S0SYMyDK8
mailto:dlrobertsfl@gmail.com
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Genesis Food Pantry 

The Food on the First collection is on Sunday, Sept. 5th. Needs for Genesis Pantry for        

September are Chef Boyardee and cereal. All food and monetary donations are appreciated 

very much as are plastic bags, dozen egg cartons, and cloth grocery bags. If you are interested 

in volunteering at the pantry on a Monday or a Thursday morning, please contact Nancy     

Sutter for complete details. 

Ministry of the Month 

Our outreach Ministry of the Month for September is Habitat for Humanity 

of Brevard. Habitat for Humanity is a global nonprofit housing organization working in local communities across all 50 

states in the U.S. and in approximately 70 countries around the world. Habitat's vision is of a world where everyone has 

a decent place to live. Their mission statement is “Seeking to put God's love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings 

people together to build homes, communities and hope.” Brevard Habitat has served more than 475 families in 35 years 

and is designated as a Veteran Build affiliate; they assist in first time home buying and in critical home repair and home 

preservation. For more information, go to brevardhabitat.com.  Hope has been involved in volunteering at Habitat for at 

least a dozen years, has helped in sponsoring Faith Build homes, and provides gifts at home dedications. 

Pink Bracelet Workshop 

The pink beading group will meet on Friday, Sept. 3rd from 6-7 p.m. in the church fellowship hall. 

Both men and women are invited for an hour of fellowship, fun, and beading as we make bracelets 

for cancer patients. All materials are provided, and amazing bracelets have been created that are 

greatly appreciated by the cancer patients. If you can’t attend but would still like materials to make 

bracelets at home, contact Janet Duddy. 

Hope for the Homeless 

Hope for the Homeless for the month of September will include men’s shorts and multi-pack crackers.  

The Hope Outreach Committee will use a Thrivent Card to purchase the men’s shorts online and our 

Hope members will be donating the crackers. The best bang for your buck would be to purchase 

crackers from Walmart, they have 27 count Austin crackers for $5.92. They have peanut butter and 

cheese flavored varieties. We will also be providing blank cards for Hope members to write words of encouragement 

for the homeless as well. This act of kindness will put a smile on the face of so many in our local community. Tori 

Cooper will collect all items at the end of Sunday 2nd Service on September 26th and plan a drop off at Daily Bread the 

1st week of October.  The continuing months following the collection items will be based on what our Daily Bread 

Representee Betsy requests for the month.  We will continue that cycle so that we do not gather items they cannot or 

will not use within the next 30 days.  The plan is to collect specific items of clothing, food, or personal care each 

month.  The collection of unopened travel hygiene items for the homeless continues as usual. Thanks for your help in 

getting these supplies to the homeless in our community! 

Don’t forget the “Giving Pump” (pump #7) at the Shell station at 3676 N. Wickham Road! 

A portion of the sales will be donated to The Children’s Hunger Project continuing 

through the entire month of September. 

The Children’s Hunger Project 



Hope Lutheran Church 

Phone: 321.622.6126 

Email: pastor@hopebrevard.org 

Facebook: @hopebrevard 

4541 N Wickham oad 

Melbourne FL 32935 

www.hopebrevard.org 

A Church Committed to Reaching Out with the Gospel of Jesus.  

Be a Friend 

By being students of Jesus’ Way we’ll grow in our knowledge of the Bible, what it means to 

be a Lutheran and be better equipped to share Him more compassionately with others. Each 

week we find ways to learn more about who Jesus is and what He taught while He was on 

earth.  

As we go into the world we seek to bless others. We find ways to lighten the load of those 

around us, encouraging them as we live alongside them. We do this through speaking words 

of encouragement, committing acts of kindness, and offering thoughtful gifts to those God 

places in our lives.  

We recognize that life was not meant to be lived alone. Each week we are to be intentional 

about spending time with others.  As we connect with others we find support in friendship 

and see ways that we can serve the people around us.  

Be a Student 

Be a Blessing 

The Family of Hope 


