
The Holy Spirit at Work 
 

How and when does the Holy Spirit work?  Well, the short answer is….I haven’t a clue.  However, if we 
look at our lives and our experiences, we, as believers, are able to see God at work in our lives.  My most 
recent amazing adventure with the Holy Spirit has been the Call process from a personal perspective and 
the Call Committee perspective.  From the moment Pastor Moreno left…  

What am I gonna do?  I have never even participated on a call committee and now I have 
to lead one? For that matter, I have only been an Elder for a few months and head elder 
for a few weeks. Ugh! 

The information, requirements, and the responsibilities were coming at me fast. I often felt overwhelmed 
by all that was expected of me and the daunting task of calling a pastor that was ahead of us.  However, as 
I reflected my journey thus far, the Holy Spirit gave me peace that this was “no big deal”.  I felt confident 
that my positions of leadership, ambiguous assignments with little direction, dealing with diverse teams of 
varying sizes, and presenting to groups in the corporate world and overseas mission trips, serving on 
mission teams, and being a council member, secretary, and vice president of Holy Cross had given me all 
the experience I needed to face this situation.  God had truly prepared me for this…and I could see it and 
feel His peace.  But let me be clear, this was no picnic.  I relied on Him and your prayers every minute of 
the process for strength, wisdom and peace to squash my anxiety and stress. 

Well, enough about Kenny.  We also want to tell you how Andy and I saw the Holy Spirit working the call 
process.   

Thanks, Kenny!  I’ll jump straight into this, and together we can PEEL back the experience of the call 
committee. 

It wasn’t long after pastor Mark left that our call committee members were recommended, the final list 
established, and we held our first call process orientation meeting.  Sure, we all played it cool, but deep 
down there was a voice inducing feelings of doubt, insecurity, and panic.   

Panic - we’ll go with panic as a prevailing emotion otherwise our acronym starts to fall apart.  There was 
panic over our timeline, panic over the unfamiliar process, panic over which documents to fill out, panic 
over our collective ability to serve you, the congregation, panic about listening to God, and panic over 
where we would go next.  We’re human and we’re sinners, so thank goodness we were all in this boat 
together. 

Excitement - Next layer back, the excitement!  Hard to believe that during such a tumultuous time there 
could be any excitement, but there we were.  Our weekly meetings had us starting to work as a team, and 
we finally figured out which documents needed completing for our next phase.  We got to work filling in 
blanks, gathering input, answering questions, and picking the path we thought was correct.  Intentional 
Interim Pastor (IIP), that was it!  That was the direction our congregation needed to head.  We were all 
still bitter (um I mean confused and conflicted) about Pastor Mark leaving, so it was recommended by the 
committee that we bring in an IIP to help us move to the next phase of our church.  WRONG!!!!!  Well, 
what do you mean, ‘wrong’?  We decided it was best for us, and we prayed about it, and we… oh, there it 
is - WE.  That was our plan, our path, and our decision, but that’s not what God had in store for us. 

Embrace - Our next layer down is embracing the path that God lays down.  Needless to say, the IIP plan 
didn’t go the way we expected.  Through the work and messengers of God, no IIP was available, and we 
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Hope has pastors that can give you care when you need it.  Please call or text our 

Head Elder, Kenny Klaehn, at 260-417-5072, and he will contact either Pastor 

Barnette or Pastor Turner to reach out to you.  We have you covered! 

Need Pastoral Care? 

Pastor James Installation 

The installation service will beSunday, September 13 at 4:00 p.m. at Faith Viera Lutheran 

Church.  Dinner will follow in Building E.  Due to the pandemic and social distancing, 

seating will be limited at both events.  The deadline to RSVP is Sunday, August 31 and 

can be done on our website.  Contact Dorothee Jones for the Signup Genius access 

code. We will also livestream the installation service.  Please keep Pastor and Jackie in 

your prayers as they travel across the country with their furry friends to Florida in early 

September. 

Happy Anniversary to… 

Rich & Nancy Sutter Sept 5   

Tom & Julie Decker Sept 16 

Keith & Timi Mitnik Sept 18 

Bob & Joline Irvine Sept 26 

Matt & Tracey Thompson Sept 26 

Happy Birthday to ... 
 

Yvonne Wallace Sept 2 

Jim Jones Sept 3 

Parker McLaughlin Sept 13 

Gavin Montague Sept 22 

Ian McLaughlin Sept 23 

Jan Haeker Sept 24 

Timothy Gordon III Sept 24 

Kent LaVelle Sept 27 

Gage Sasenick Sept 27 

 

Altar Flower Dedication 

If you would like to donate towards the altar flowers in honor or memory of someone 
or some event, please contact Dorothee Jones at least by the Wednesday prior to the 
dedication.  You can also reserve a Sunday on the Flower Chart in the Narthex and 
two families can each have a dedication, one per bouquet.  The dedication will be in 

the bulletin and you can take the flowers home after the late service.  Each bouquet is $20; please designate 
on your check or envelope “Altar Flowers.” 

Virtual Bible Studies 

Hope is offering three online Bible studies: 

• Men’s Wednesday Morning Group lead by Pastor Barnette @ 10:00 a.m.—

11:30 a.m. 

• Women’s Wednesday Morning Group lead by Dorothee Jones @  

10:00 a.m. —11:30 a.m. 

• Women of Hope Saturday morning lead by Nancy Gray @ 10:00 a.m.—

11:00 a.m. 

Let us know if we can help 

you connect to our virtual 

Bible studies! 

During this pandemic three of our Hope family members remain isolated from family and 
other guests at assisted living: Anna Garton, Jack Kellogg, and Forrest Moser.  They 
enjoy hearing from us, even if you don’t personally know them.  Thank you in advance 
for reaching out to our Hope family members and sending them love and hope during 
this time of isolation.  
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Sermons online 

Each week we have sermons uploaded to our website at http://hopebrevard.org/

pastors-sermons .  We usually have the sermons uploaded before 10:30 a.m. on 

Sunday.  Bulletins are emailed out to accompany the sermon. 

began hearing words of encouragement that our congregation was healing.  That God was clearly working 
through our members and was helping us heal.  “Read you loud and clear now,” rang the voice of the call 
committee.  Sure, we still had consternation, but we were coming around.  God had answered our prayers, 
but it just wasn’t the answer we were expecting.  It was time to take the leap of faith and trust that God 
would catch our congregation, and that the call committee, with the Holy Spirit at the helm lighting the way, 
would keep us on course.  So with our path lighted we prayed, filled out new forms, prayed some more, 
submitted those forms, and watched in amazement as the Lord’s plan began to unfold. 

Lead (by the Holy Spirit) - Okay, our acronym got a little thin here, but it still works!  During this part of the 
call process, it became evident to the call committee that we truly were not in control, but merely vessels 
for the Holy Spirit.  Before we knew it, the Lord had provided names.  Holy cow, real names!  Like, names of 
pastors!  Sure, we had plenty of names and biographies to review, but wouldn’t you know it - God’s plan 
wins again.  It was evident from the start that several of the candidate names were destined for a call at some 
other congregation.  This left the call committee with 5; 5 potential shepherds for our flock.  As the Spirit 
added guidance (and we managed to listen) our list quickly dwindled to 2 names.  We decided to follow the 
process and pray on our decisions, and wouldn’t you know it - God wins again!  Quite simply, the hardest 
decision point was made for us and we interviewed Pastor Fernandez. 

From the beginning, Pastor Fernandez was our preferred candidate and it was tempting just to issue the call 
to him in the beginning.  However, the team felt we should resist this temptation and perform our due 
diligence in the process; and as Andy has described above, the Holy Spirit whittled the list down for 
us...Praise God!!!   

At this point, we were barely phased by the delay COVID caused.  Okay, so maybe “barely” is an 
understatement.  Yes, we were disappointed but we were also very hopeful that all would work out for the 
best considering our experiences thus far.  There was apprehension looming over the congregational vote, 
the visit, and “Will the Pastor and Jackie say ‘yes’?” However, we remained hopeful because we knew God 
had a plan for us...it was just going to work out! 

We wanted to share this with you for a few reasons.  To provide you with some insight into our experiences 
during the call process, to let you know that your prayers and support were vital to us and deeply 
appreciated, and to highlight that if we place everything in God’s hands and get out of His way, He has 
prepared us and we can find His peace in uncertainty. 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.  Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:4-7). Amen! 

In Christ, 

Andy Schuettpelz & Kenny Klaehn 
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Ministry of the Month 

Promise in Brevard was established in 2009 and was designed to 

provide affordable, independent housing for individuals with 

cognitive and physical disabilities. The vision included “empowering 

residents with social, educational and meaningful employment 

opportunities by actively supporting full inclusion within the 

community to live a life never thought possible.” The model community that was envisioned became reality in 

2018 when the Promise campus opened at 4105 Norfolk Parkway in West Melbourne. There are 124 adults 

who live there, ages 19 to 60. For more information, check their website at promiseinbrevard.com. 
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Fundraiser for Pregnancy Resources 

     In September, the Outreach committee is hosting a Baby Bottle Drive to benefit 

Pregnancy Resources.  Due to the pandemic they have had to “pause” their service to the 

community but still are incurring costs for the building and personnel.   

     Pregnancy Resources provide services free of charge for women who are making 

reproductive choices.  They provide information about the expected benefits and the risks of all options, 

including all types of abortion.   Clients are supported in a confidential, caring environment. There are 

parenting classes, post-abortion support, and mentoring is with the staff chaplain. 

     This fundraiser is different than the take home baby bottles we have done in the past.  We have one 

large baby bottle to put coins in on a table in the Narthex beginning Sept. 6 and ending on Sept 27.  There is 

also a gift bag on the table for checks or large groups of coins in recloseable bags.  For everyone who is not 

yet ready to come back to the church grounds, you can mail a check to the Hope Office but please mark it 

for “Pregnancy Resources.”  Contact Sister Lois Diebel for more information. 

Family Promise of Brevard 

Family Promise is conducting its annual appeal at this time. Their expenses have increased 

exponentially with coronavirus-related issues, particularly in keeping families housed and fed. 

Please consider making a monetary donation to this important ministry for our community. 

Another way to help is to volunteer for their newly-formed Task Force which is looking for creative 

solutions to shelter and support families in light of the currently suspended rotational shelter program. 

Homeless Kits Available 

The homeless handout kit supply has been replenished, and thanks to Tori and Scott 

Cooper for doing the shopping and the assembling. Don’t forget to pick up a kit or two to 

hand out. 

Forming Sewing Committee 

Are you interested in sewing? Do you like creative challenges? Hope is looking into 

forming a sewing committee, and this might be for you! Current needs at VITAS include 

regular bibs and “fidget bibs” for dementia patients; fabric books with various textures 

are also being considered as projects. New Life Mission is also looking for sewing 

assistance for residents who are just learning the basics of sewing. If you would like to be a part of a sewing 

group, contact Lois Diebel, Phyllis Derda, or Tori Cooper. This could be the opportunity you’ve been 

looking for to use your talents to enrich the lives of others. 



Our Food on the First will be a dual collection in September for the South Brevard 

Sharing Center and The Children’s Hunger Project. For the SBSC healthy cereals, Chef 

Boyardee products, rice, dried beans, pasta, canned meats, and canned fruit and 

vegetables or any food items would be appreciated.  For TCHP, the list is very specific 

since they would like to have a standard kind of child-friendly food package for the 

children.  Their donation list is as follows: no sugar added applesauce 

(6 pk) in individual plastic containers; 8 oz. shelf stable chocolate milk (Hershey); Kind 

Breakfast Bars—Honey Oat only; Nutri Grain Breakfast Bars; Craisins (1 oz. box/ 1.16 oz. 

pouch);  fruit cups in plastic individual containers—any variety; Chef Boyardee (pull top 

7.25 oz.); 100% fruit/vegetable juice in individual boxes; 100% apple juice. As always, 

monetary donations are welcomed by both organizations. 

Habitat Faith Build 

The Habitat Faith Build is progressing, albeit slowly. They passed the land inspection so 

they will be able to start clearing the site to pour a slab soon. It is hoped that the wall 

raising will happen in late September or October.  
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Food on the First 

Pink Bracelet Workshop 

It’s time for another bracelet workshop for the pink ministry for breast cancer 

patients! All who are interested are invited to join the group on Friday evening, 

September 4, at 6 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  Bring your supper with you and join in 

the extra fellowship.  Janet Duddy will provide all the necessary beading materials, 

and no previous beading experience Is needed.  There will be a limit of six 

participants; please contact Janet by email at jwduddy75@gmail.com or on her cell 

phone.  Think pink and join in this new ministry! 

Zoom with a Missionary! 

Coming in late September: a Zoom question and answer session with the 

Naumanns,  missionaries in the Dominican Republic. Details and logistics are still 

being worked out, but this promises to be an exciting connection which we hope 

will be interactive for all members of Hope. If you have specific questions or ideas, 

check with Lois Diebel. 

Genesis Food Pantry Volunteers Needed 

Genesis Food Pantry is expected to reopen in mid-September to early 

October, but there have been personnel changes. Help is needed! Mrs. 

McBride needs assistance is doing the Second Harvest runs, and this 

involves picking up produce at 7:15 on Thursday mornings. If you are able 

to help out, please contact Nancy Sutter. 

x-apple-data-detectors://1
mailto:jwduddy75@gmail.com
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Hope is planning a 

watch party!!   

 

Register online to 

have access to all the 

workshops.   

 

Signup Genius will be 

emailed for Hope’s 

watch party. 

 

For more 

information contact 

Dorothee Jones  

or Phyllis Derda. 


