
The Vision for the Future at Hope 
 
“In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make 

a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet 

do it with gentleness and respect." – 1 Peter 3:15 
 

This month, we are going to be laying out our vision and mission as a 

congregation as we move forward in ministry together as we continue 

reaching out to those around us.  This past summer, leaders of our 

congregation gathered together to prayerfully discern what the vision for Hope might be, and we came to the 

conclusion that God has put each one of us here at Hope, in Melbourne, in Brevard county to be people of 

HOPE in our community.  The way we live this vision out is through our mission to carry the Hope of Jesus 

into our community by growing together through worship, education, service, and fellowship.   
 

On October 17th, we are going to be emphasizing this new vision for our congregation, then, in the weeks that 

follow, we are going to talk about the importance of each of those four aspects of our mission.  Here is what you 

can expect: 

 

October 24th - Worship is important to our life together at Hope.  It’s a time when we can gather 

together as followers of Jesus and come into contact with our God who loves us and forgives us.  

When we come together in worship, we pray, praise, and give thanks to God for his grace delivered 

to us through his Word and the Sacraments. 

 

 

October 31st – On Reformation Sunday, we are going to talk about education.  In order to be 

people of Hope in our community, it is vital for each of us to grow in our understanding of the God 

who loves us and forgives us through the person and work of Jesus. 

 
November 7th – Serving our community has been a part of Hope’s mission since we were planted in 

2005. Through our ministries of service, Hope provides all kinds of opportunities to reach into the 

lives of those around us with the Hope of Jesus. 

 

 
November 14th – We all appreciate having a friend or two to walk alongside us as we experience 

the joys and sorrows that we encounter along life’s way.  Through our times of fellowship at Hope, 

we deepen the relationships we have with one another and we learn how to best bear one another’s 

burdens. 
 

Our vision and our mission are going to drive everything we do here at Hope.  Growing as people in the ways lined 

out in our mission are going to help us carry out the Great Commission of Jesus to teach, baptize, and make 

disciples.  To be a person of Hope means taking the wonderful gift of forgiveness that we’ve received, the renewed 

and everlasting Hope that we now have, to those around us who feel that they have no hope and never heard of 

anyone loving them to the point that he would die for them.   
 

So, let’s grab on to this vision, brothers and sisters in Jesus, and let’s strive to be people of HOPE in our 

community! 
 

Your Brother in Christ, Pastor James 
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Pastor James and Pastor AJ Mastic of Renewal Church in Denver, Colorado, host a bi-weekly video 

podcast called Scripture on the Go aimed at helping you to grow in your faith and in your knowledge 

of the Scriptures. Go to www.scriptureonthego.org to download the reading plan and like the 

Scripture on the Go Facebook page at www.facebook.com/scriptureonthego to join the conversation.  
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Scripture on the Go 

Happy Anniversary to… 
 

Brett and Sandy Restivo   5      2 years 

Linda and Austin Miller   14     45 Years 

Ron and Judie Paul   21    60 Years 

 

John Koenig II 5 

David Sutter 10 

Sylvia Hustava-Lonnquist 12 

Hal Stutsman 12 

Arlene Parodi 19 

Happy Birthday to… 

Nancy Gray 21 

Jackie Fernandez 22 

Sandy Rutledge 26 

Megan Koenig 30 

Bill Quilitzsch 31 

• Adult Bible Study meets in between services on Sunday mornings. Our Elder, 

David Huemann, is leading this Bible study on the Psalms. 
 

• Children’s Sunday School meets each Sunday between services.       

Preschool-Kindergarten meets in the fellowship hall; First-sixth grade meets in 

the church office. Seventh graders and older may join the adult class. 
 

• Wednesday Women’s Bible Study – We will continue to meet in person with coffee and tea in the Fellowship 

Hall every Wednesday morning 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  We are currently working through the Lutheran Hour 

Ministries 4-week study called Noah: The Man, The ark, The Flood. Contact the Jackie or Lois for more 

information. 
 

• Wednesday Men’s Bible Study meets in the sanctuary every Wednesday at 10:00 am. The group is currently 

working through an Lutheran Hour Ministries Bible study about Prayer.  If you would like more information, please 

contact Steve Apostel.  
 

• Wednesday in the Word meets each Wednesday evening. We begin the evening at 5:45pm with a light meal 

and then Bible Study follows. We are currently watching episodes of The Chosen and participating in study and 

discussion afterwards. All are welcome! 
 

• Women of Hope Saturday mornings, led by Nancy Gray meets@ 10:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. Nancy Gray walks us 

through the readings for the upcoming Sunday worship service. Contact Nancy Gray or Jackie to have a zoom 

invite sent to you. 

Weekly Bible Studies 
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Next Steps Course  

Beginning October 2nd! 
 
If you have been worshiping with Hope for a while, or even if you’ve only joined us a   

couple of times, we want to invite you to consider coming to our Next Steps course 

beginning Saturday, October 2nd at 10am! 

 

Over the four weeks of our Next Steps course, you are going to learn about Hope’s vision and mission, and we’ll 

cover the basics of the faith we share.  Throughout the course, we’ll cover the important roles worship, education, 

service, and fellowship play in helping us to transform into people of hope here in our community.   

 

If you’re interested in learning more about the Christian faith and what makes Hope a unique place to grow and live 

out that faith, then our Next Steps course is for you! Please email Pastor James at pastor.james@hope-brevard.org 

if you have any questions or go to www.hopebrevard.org/education/next-steps to register! 

New Member Welcome  

Sunday, October 31st 
 

Be sure to join us on Sunday, October 31st as we celebrate and welcome the   

newest members of Hope Lutheran Church family! 

 
 

Our new members are: 

   Kenn & Laura Baker  Alex Aldrich & Taylor Nelson 

   Debi Coran   Diane & Jim Gillard 

   Sherrie Sinclair    

 

We thank and praise God that they have joined us here at Hope!  Be sure to introduce yourself to them, if you    

haven’t already! 

Lifegroups are starting the second week of October! For the fall, there are four 

groups available for you to choose from. There are 2 groups meeting in person, one 

on Sundays at 4pm and one on Mondays at 3 pm. There are also 2 groups meeting 

via Zoom, one on Sundays at 7pm and one on Tuesdays, midday. Lifegroups are 

smaller Bible study groups that we hope will allow a good time of fellowship and a great opportunity to study God’s 

Word. This fall, groups will use the Enduring Faith CPH Bible study for a light walk through the Bible and discussion. 

Please sign up in the narthex or see Jackie to get involved in a group.  

Lifegroups are Starting Soon! 

Hope Friends,  

Thank you to all of you for your many thoughts, cards, prayers, and loving support since my   

sister’s accident and passing. Continued prayers for the family are greatly appreciated. 

Thank You From Kathy Burrier 



Hope for Local Businesses  

The Grecian Garden Café, located at 2955 Pineda Plaza Way, is our next restaurant for 

Hope for Local Businesses. The Grecian Garden Café has been serving the Melbourne    

community since 2007. The Café is a family-owned restaurant specializing in authentic 

Greek food, all made in-house. Throughout October, please pray their business thrives and their employees stay 

healthy. Check out their menu and hours at https://greciangardencafe.net. Consider eating there or ordering to go  

anytime in October. We will dine there together as a Hope Family on Oct. 28 at 6pm.  RSVP to Jackie.  

Hope Reporter 

 

Page 4 

If you would like to donate towards the altar flowers in honor or memory of someone or some 

event, please contact Jackie, our Church Admin, by the Wednesday prior to the dedication. You 

can also reserve a Sunday on the Flower Chart in the Narthex and two families can each have a 

dedication, one per bouquet. The dedication will be in the bulletin and you can take the flowers home after the late 

service.  If no one had dedicated flowers, and you would like to take one or both bouquets, please talk to Jackie. Each 

bouquet is $20; please designate on your check or envelope “Altar Flowers.” 

Marty Party—October 31 
 

 

 

 

On Sunday, October 31, at 4pm you are invited to Pastor James and Jackie’s 

house for a celebration of the Reformation!   

 

Brats and sauerkraut will be provided! A sign-up genius will be sent out for 

RSVPS and to sign up to bring German potato salad, spaetzle, buns, German 

chocolate cake, pretzels and more! Bring your favorite beverage to go with 

your meal!  

 

During this fun event, we will celebrate Martin Luther and the Reformation with a devotion, games and some 

great fellowship time. This will also give us another chance to welcome and get to know our new members 

who will be welcomed in at services that morning.   

 

Contact the office with any questions. Pastor’s home is located at 1538 Huff Court in Melbourne. Please enter 

through the gate to the left of the house. See you on the 31st! 

Altar Flowers 

Support Hope through online giving today! 

Your generosity goes a long way in helping Hope fulfill God’s mission in Melbourne and beyond! 

We thank you for supporting our ministry! You can give at hopebrevard.org/give or by scanning 

the QR code. 
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LWML Fall Rally 

Saturday, October 23, 2021 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 

7511 N. Atlantic Ave.  

Cape Canaveral, FL 32920 

 

$8 per person — Registration and Continental Breakfast at 8:30am 

Sign up in the Narthex by October 15th or contact Bunnie or Phyllis 

 

In-Gathering items for Blessings Bags: 3 oz boxes of tuna & chicken salad, Bennie Weenies and Vienna sausages in 

small tab-top cans, fruit, Jell-O or apple sauce cups, breakfast bars, peanut butter or cheese cracker packs, raisins, 

travel-size personal items (tooth brush, toothpaste, soap, shampoo, deodorant). All items need to fit in a ziplock bag. 

 

If you have any questions about LWML, you can contact Phyllis Derda, Hope L. C. Society President at                        

phyllislwml@gmail.com or Bunnie Koelsch, Space Coast Zone Pres. at bunnie49.bk@gmail.com. 

Thrivent Members 

If you are a Thrivent member, you can also help Hope’s outreach through Thrivent’s Action Team 

program. If you are new to our church and would like to help, please contact our Thrivent Action 

Team coordinator, Phyllis Derda, or let Jackie know that you are a Thrivent member. 

Hope Cares 

Hope Cares is a program that matches needs of Hope members with the resources that are 

most helpful. This program is a way to help us bless and serve others with our time and  

talents. Hope Cares is also there to help in a time of need. Those involved can bring meals, 

give rides to church or other places, share greeting cards, or visit those who are in need. Hope has helped many    

people through this program with visits, meals and transportation. If you would like to bless others in this way or you 

know someone in need of assistance, contact Deaconess Lois Diebel or talk to Pastor. 

Pink Bracelet Workshop 

The pink beading workshop will be held on Friday, October 1st in the church fellowship. In the 

hour from 6-7 p.m. there is much fun and fellowship as well as beading going on! EVERYONE is 

invited, and all materials are provided to make beautiful bracelets for cancer patients. Check with 

Janet Duddy to get more details or to get make-at-home bracelet kits. 

mailto:phyllislwml@gmail.com
mailto:bunnie49.bk@gmail.com


Hope Reporter 

 

Page 6 

Operation Christmas Child 

Genesis Food Pantry 

For October the Genesis Food Pantry needs cereal, Chef Boyardee, and peanut butter. Your 

monetary donations are appreciated as well. Plastic bags, dozen egg cartons, and cloth grocery 

totes are always in demand at the pantry; if you are interested in volunteering, please contact 

Nancy Sutter.  

Soon the boxes for Operation Christmas Child (sponsored by Samaritan’s Purse) will be 

making their annual appearance!  This can be a fun activity for the family to choose items 

which will be enjoyed by a child in another country.  There will be a sign up sheet along with 

guidelines for purchases for each age group.  Boxes will be due in mid-November.  This year we will also have a group 

of shoppers who will purchase items for boxes and pack them. Check out the website at www.samaritanspurse.org to 

learn more about the boxes.  If you are interested in helping or have questions, contact Phyllis Derda. 

Save the date! Our next Hands on Hope activity will be at New Life Mission on Thursday, October 

28th, from 9-11 a.m. At this time, we don’t know exactly what the tasks will be, nor do we know 

whether it will be indoor or outdoor work. They have various volunteer groups working for them, 

so the activity will depend on what the preceding groups have been able to complete. A sign up 

sheet will be in the narthex for interested workers; you will be contacted about the location. If you 

have questions, check with Bruce Hale or Nancy Roberts. 

Hands on Hope 

Thanksgiving baskets!  The baskets will go to the South Brevard Sharing Center again this year, and 

the lists and sign up sheet will be out soon with baskets due in early November.  Also needed will 

be monetary donations for turkeys ($15 each). Thrivent action team funds will be used to help in 

this project. Nancy Sutter is heading this activity and can be contacted if you have questions or 

would be interested in helping with grocery shopping to fill extra bags. 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

Close to half of the Fidget Mats have been delivered to facilities.  They were very happy to receive 

them and  were impressed that they were constructed well. Many thanks to Phyllis for coordinating 

and all those who have worked on these mats. There are still many "Take-Home-and-Sew" kits to be 

completed. They are located in the narthex. The deadline to finish all of the kits will be extended to 

the end of the year.   

Loving Stitches  

Pink Bracelet Workshop 

The pink beading workshop will be held on Friday, October 1st in the church fellowship. In the hour 

from 6-7 p.m. there is much fun and fellowship as well as beading going on! EVERYONE is invited, 

and all materials are provided to make beautiful bracelets for cancer patients. Check with Janet 

Duddy to get more details or to get make-at-home bracelet kits. 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org
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Ministry of the Month 

Our outreach Ministry of the Month for October is the LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces. 

Through this ministry, Christian materials and services are provided to military personnel.  LCMS 

chaplains who are ordained ministers serve in all branches of the military, and their work is done 

all over the world.  Our “Adopt a Chap” program at Hope is a part of the LCMS ministry. Rev. 

Mark Jurkowski (Chap Skee) has served as “our chap” for the last two years and supplied monthly 

reports from MacDill AFB, but he has now left the “Adopt-a-Chap” program. Hope has applied for 

another chaplain and will be assigned one when a chaplain becomes available. We are thankful for 

Chap Skee’s ministry and his association with Hope. 

Hope for the Homeless 

Hope for the Homeless for the month of October will include Blankets and Men & 

Women’s Deodorant.  The Hope Outreach Committee will use a Thrivent Card to 

purchase the Blankets online and our Hope members will be donating the Deodorants.  

 

The best bang for your buck would be to purchase deodorant at the Dollar Tree.  They do 

not need to be expensive brand name kind.  We will also be providing blank cards for Hope members to write words 

of encouragement for the homeless as well. This act of kindness will put a smile on the face of so many in our local 

community. Tori Cooper will collect all items at the end of Sunday 2nd Service on October 31st and plan a drop off at 

Daily Bread the 1st week of November.  

 

The continuing months following the collection items will be based on what our Daily Bread Representee Betsy 

requests for the month.  We will continue that cycle so that we do not gather items they cannot or will not use within 

the next 30 days.  The plan is to collect specific items of clothing, food, or personal care each month.  The collection of 

UNOPENED/ UNUSED travel hygiene items for the homeless continues as usual. Thanks for your help in getting 

these supplies to the homeless in our community! 

We are approaching a very busy time of year with many activities which request our time, talents, 

and treasure.  Hope members have always been most generous and supportive, but we recognize 

that there are many options to help and causes to support.  We ask that you pick and choose to 

select your participation in what you feel comfortable doing and that you not feel that you need 

to or are by any means “required” to support every charitable activity that Hope outreach is en-

gaged in.  Please, prayerfully make choices that follow your heart and know that whatever that is 

will be appreciated and will be Hope in our community! 

Prayerful Choices the Holiday Season 

Bakers’ Blessing on the Road 

Bakers’ Blessings on the Road in October will be taking cookies to various locations in 

our neighborhood. Each week will involve a different business or government agency, 

and the weekly cookie baker can choose to make the delivery. The sign up sheet in the 

narthex gives more information, and you may contact Nancy Sutter if you have 

questions. 



Hope Lutheran Church 

Phone: 321.622.6126 

Email: pastor@hopebrevard.org 

Facebook: @hopebrevard 

4541 N Wickham oad 

Melbourne FL 32935 

www.hopebrevard.org 

Striving to be people of HOPE in our Community.  

Worship is very important to us here at Hope. It’s a time where we can gather together as 

followers of Jesus and come into contact with our God, who loves us and forgives us. When 

we come together in worship, we pray, praise and give thanks to God for His grace 

delivered to us through His Word and Sacraments. 

In order to be people of Hope in our community, we believe it is vital for each of us to grow 

in our understanding of the God who loves and and forgives us through Jesus. This is why 

Hope provides a variety of educational opportunities as you continue to explore the faith we 

share. Go to www.hopebrevard.org to get plugged in! 

Serving our community has been a part of Hope’s mission since we were planted as a church 

in 2005. This legacy continues still today as the first 11% of our budget every year is 

dedicated to our outreach ministry. Through this ministry of service, Hope provides many 

opportunities for our members to reach into our community with the Hope of Jesus. 

Carrying the HOPE of Jesus to our community by growing together  

through worship, education, service and fellowship. 

We all appreciate when we have a friend or two to walk alongside us as we experience the 

joys and sorrows that we encounter along life’s way. Through our times of fellowship at 

Hope, we deepen the relationships we have with one another and learn how we might best 

bear one another’s burdens. 


