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Giving Thanks 
 

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!                          

Give thanks to him; bless his name!” - Psalm 100:4 
 

I was a little disheartened in the week after Hurricane Ian when I walked into 

Home Depot.  Bear in mind, that would have been more than a month still 

until Halloween, and yet, when I walked in I saw Christmas trees and Santa 

Clauses and reindeer and elves.  Three months until Christmas and we’ve 

already got the Christmas decorations out and ready to go.  I was a little bit 

disappointed and thought, “Never mind skipping Halloween, what about    

Thanksgiving?!” 
 

It seems more and more like this time of year everything sort of gets 

squished together.  It’s almost like it’s a mad dash to the end of the year so we can get on with our lives.  I sup-

pose I can understand that we all wanted 2020 to be done in July, but we moved on from that.  And, honestly, 

now more than ever, it’s important for us to slow down, take stock of what we have and those things with which 

we’ve been blessed, and to give thanks for it all.   
 

As Christians, it’s good for us to be reminded that we have so much to be thankful for, and Thanksgiving gives us 

that perfect opportunity to take a break from the normal busyness of life and spend some time, not just with the 

people we love, but with our Lord, too.  It’s also a good time to give thanks for our wonderful church family here 

at Hope.   
 

Psalm 100 encourages us, “Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his 

name!”  And I want to encourage you to do just that by joining us on Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, November 

23rd at 7pm here at Hope where we will lift up songs of thankfulness and praise for who God is, for all he has done 

for us, and for how he continues to provide for us.   
 

Friends in Jesus, don’t let this season get squished.  Slow down and take time to count each blessing.  Tell those 

close to you just how important they are and how they have touched your life.  And most importantly, give thanks 

and praise to our gracious God.  Even when things don’t go the way we want them to, or the way we expect them 

to, give thanks because we know that his love for us never fails, just like the Psalmist says in Psalm 107: ““Let them 

thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his wondrous works to the children of man!” 
 

I pray that you have a blessed Thanksgiving surrounded by family, by friends, and by the myriad reminders of the 

goodness and mercy of God in your life.  God’s continued blessings to you and Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Your Brother in Christ, Pastor James  

Fall and Winter 2022 Worship Schedule 

God is our Refuge and Strength – October 30th (Reformation Sunday) 

In Thankfulness and Praise – Thanksgiving Eve Service, 7pm November 23rd 

Be Born in us Today – Advent Midweek services with “Holden Evening Prayer” 
Wednesday Evenings beginning November 30th 

Soup Supper – 6pm   Worship – 7pm 

Bringing Light – 5pm & 7pm Christmas Eve candlelight services. 

Bringing Salvation – 10am Christmas Day service with Holy Communion 
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Happy Anniversary to… 

Kevin and Susan Montague 3  

Chis & Llonda Bins-Lohman 10    21 Years  

Kenn & Laura Baker 10     39 Years 

Norris & Carol Overdahl 14        58 Years 

John & Megan Koenig 22               7 Years  

Carl & Bunnie Koelsch 25           52 Years  

Nelson & Teresa Serrate 27        23 Years  

Bruce Hale 3 

Debby Kellogg 9 

Diane Gillard 15 

John Mitnik 18 

Austin Powell 20 

Happy Birthday to… 

Madison Serrate 21 

Gary Rezeau 23 

Sherry Goodrich 24 

Tammy McLaren 28 

Lori Cote 29 

Church Council Meeting, November 15 

The next Church Council meeting will be Tuesday, November 15 at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome.  

• Adult Bible Study meets in between services on Sunday mornings. Currently, 

our Elder, David Heumann, is leading a study of Daniel.  

• Children’s Sunday School meets each Sunday between services. Preschool-

VPK meets in the fellowship hall; 1st-4th grades meet in the fellowship hall or 

Pastor’s office; Fifth grade and up meet in the church office.  

• Wednesday Women’s & Men’s Bible Studies – The Women’s and Men’s Bible Studies meet at the church 

each Wednesday at 10 a.m. The Women’s Study meets in the fellowship hall and is currently working on a study of 

the Miracles of Jesus. The men meet in the Sanctuary and are doing a study of the English Reformation.  

• Wednesday in the Word Bible Class - Wednesday in the Word is pausing for the month of November. 

Advent soup suppers and services will begin November 30.  

Weekly Bible Studies 

Veteran’s Day Tribute 

Veterans Sunday/Armed Forces Sunday will be observed on November 13, and you are asked to 

wear your patriotic colors. A special PowerPoint will be presented on that day recognizing Hope 

members and friends who have served in the Armed Forces. 

A regular Congregational meeting will be held in the sanctuary on Sunday, December 11 at 

9:35 a.m. (between services) in which the proposed 2023 Annual Budget and Plan of Ministry 

will be presented for discussion and will be put to a vote. Also, three amendments to the    

bylaws will be considered. The first amendment would transfer the duty to report on Worship 

Teams from the Vice President to the Head Elder. The second amendment would transfer the duty to report on 

Christian Education from the Head Elder to the Director of Christian Education. The third proposed amendment 

would specify in which year, odd or even, each of the church officers would be elected. A copy of the proposed 

amendments is posted on the bulletin board outside the church offices.  

Congregational Meeting, December 11 
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November 2022 

This is the time of year for the sweaters and hats from the sweater ministry to be shipped 

to the recipients in northern Minnesota. Before they are shipped, there will be a display of 

the lovely creations. Linda Miller asks that you have sweaters you have made to the church 

by November 19, so they can be displayed on Sunday the 20th. If you are a knitter or crocheter and would be 

interested in being a part of this group, please see Linda Miller.  

Sweater Ministry 

Loving Stitches 

We have begun our veterans blankets project! We have kits with instructions and fabric to take 

with you to sew a blanket. These blankets will be a blessing to veterans who are on hospice or 

terminally ill, either at facilities or specific individuals. If you know of someone who could use one, 

please let Deaconess Lois know. We have 26 total to make in 2 months. Please stop by in the 

Narthex and pick one up. Blankets will be due by December 21. Thanks! 

Faith Viera is once again hosting the Family Promise families at the end of the month. Hope is 

providing an Alfredo chicken with noodles and cheese pizza dinner on the 28th, and you may 

sign up online on the sign up genius or contact Nancy Wapshott to see how you may help. 

Family Promise Meal 

It’s a busy time of year, and there is much going on in the way of Hope holiday outreach activities. 

Hope members have always been generous with their time, talent, and treasure, select your      

participation in what you feel comfortable doing and that you not feel that you need to support 

every outreach activity. Please prayerfully make choices that follow your heart and know that  

whatever that is will be appreciated and that you are being Hope in our community! 

Hope Holiday Activities  

Outreach Meeting, November 17 

Our next outreach meeting will be held on Nov. 17 from 6:30-8 p.m. We will be discussing 

our year-end projects and will be looking ahead to the start of 2023. If you are interested in 

outreach and would like to be involved in the discussion, we would love to have you join us. We will be meeting 

by Zoom, and you may request to be added to the Zoom invitation list by contacting Nancy Roberts. 

Hope is in need of a new Clavinova Piano. Our current piano (the one at the front 

of the church building) needs to be replaced.  There are lots of things that no longer 

work on the piano and there is no way for us to repair it since replacement parts 

are no longer available.  To that end, working with Kathy Burrier, Hope's Church 

Council has resolved to purchase a new piano that will last us well into the          

future.  This is where we need your help!  Starting this Sunday, we are going to be 

taking a door offering to help offset some of the cost to purchase a new piano.  The cost for a new piano ranges 

between $7,000 and $8,000 and any help that you can provide would be greatly appreciated!    

Clavinova Door Offering 



Hope Reporter 

 

Page 4 

Hope for the Homeless 

For the month of October Hope and its' members have donated $250.00 via a Thrivent card of 

men's shorts sizes 28-33.  There have been donations of 3 pairs of shoes, 100 hygiene items, 5 

cleaning supplies, 1 large bag of clothes, 2 packages of wash cloths 18 ct, 12 readers/ sunglasses, 37 

baseball hats and 1 package of socks.  As the weather has started to change we will once again be 

collecting unwanted sweaters, jackets, pants and long sleeve shirts both male and female.  they do NOT need to 

be brand new.  Clean out your closets, your parents closets, your neighbors and friends closets.  All are 

welcomed.  NO children's clothes please.  We will use $250.00 via the Outreach Funds to purchase small fleece 

blankets for November. Thank you to all who continually donate to this very needy cause.  

The Family Promise golf scramble fundraising event is on Nov. 5 at Indian River Colony 

Club. Hope is a bronze sponsor, and we are sending best wishes with our Hope team of 

Carol Overdahl, Gavin Montague, Jim Gillard, and Scott Cooper. Everyone is able to be a 

part of the fundraising by supporting the helicopter golf ball drop on Nov. 5: one golf ball may be purchased for 

the drop for $50 and three balls for $100 to win $5000 for the ball closest to the pin. Check out the flyers in the 

narthex or go to familypromiseofbrevard.org/get involved for more information. 

Family Promise Golf Tournament 

Pink Beading Ministry 

The pink beading group will be meeting on Friday, Nov.4 from 6-7 p.m. If you haven’t joined 

us yet, please consider being a part of the fellowship and this ministry for cancer patients. 

Janet Duddy can provide you with supplies if you choose to make bracelets at home or     

additional information about beading. Everyone is welcome!  

Genesis Food Pantry 

Our Food on the First collection for November is on Sunday, Nov. 6. The needs for Genesis 

Food Pantry this month are cereals, pastas, and spaghetti sauces, and envelopes are available 

for cash donations. Dozen egg cartons and plastic bags are always in high demand. Your generosity is greatly     

appreciated! 

Baker’s Blessings 

Bakers’ Blessings cookies in November will be going to the Sheriff’s Department         

personnel. Details will be on the sign up sheet, and you may check with Nancy Sutter if 

you need further information. 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

Thanksgiving baskets for the South Brevard Sharing Center are due on Nov. 6, and       

shopping lists may be found on the narthex table along with a sign up list. The cost of      

turkeys this year is $20, and you may choose to donate a basket, a turkey, or both. Please 

note: paper bags or cloth grocery bags work well as “baskets.” If you are interested in    

helping with shopping for the baskets using Thrivent Action Team funds, please contact Nancy Sutter or Nancy     

Roberts. 

http://familypromiseofbrevard.org
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November 2022 

Ministry of the Month 

The Gifts from the Heart Christmas Shop is Hope’s Ministry of the Month for November. 

GFTH Christmas Shop’s mission is to provide a rewarding, affordable, dignity-affirming    

Christmas shopping experience.  Parents of low income families are able to purchase gifts 

for children at affordable prices, thereby given a “hand up” and not a “hand out.”  In 2021 

parents from over 208 families purchased gifts for their children, and 589 children received 

three gifts each. The median age was 10 years old. Eight local non-profits will be supported 

this year, including three which Hope regularly supports:  Family Promise, New Life Mission, and Neighbor Up 

Brevard (DOCK).  Our Ministry of the Month donation will support each of these with $200 to use for Christmas 

Shop gifts.  For more information check the website at www.giftsfromtheheartshop.org. 
 

Operation Christmas Child 

Operation Christmas Child is up and running! We will need all boxes back by      

Wednesday Nov. 9th for a sendoff blessing on the 13th. There will be a sign-up list on 

the table in the narthex where we did our Shoe Tree. Gift lists will be in each box to 

make your shopping easy and breezy. Your sign-up number will match the tag number and gender/age tag on the 

boxes. Be sure to add your $10 shipping fee inside the box as well. Do NOT tape or seal the box closed as they 

will be checked by the distribution drop off church. If you have any questions, contact Tori Cooper.  

Coming in mid-November will be our Friends of the Children of Brevard Guardian ad Litem 

angel tree. There will be gift requests from children who through no fault of their own have 

been separated from their parents. More information will follow after we get the tree and     

requests set up, probably the week of Nov. 13. 

Guardian ad Litem  Angel Tree 

At the end of the month, watch for the Reverse Advent Calendar food lists that will be out for 

those who would like to observe a special kind of food collection during Advent. The food will be 

donated to the Genesis Food  Pantry as our January Food on the First. 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Hope members are invited to participate in the Gifts from the Heart Christmas Shop program 

during November. Wish list gifts may be purchased online from Amazon, Target, and Walmart 

using the links found at www.giftsfromtheheartshop.org. New, unwrapped toys may also be      

donated even though they are not on the wish lists. Gifts may be placed in the collection bin in 

Hope’s narthex by November 27. Another way to help is by joining the GFTH shopping team 

which will be using Thrivent action team funds to purchase toys for this ministry. Parents from Family Promise, 

New Life Mission, and Neighbor Up Brevard (DOCK) and other local organizations will greatly appreciate your 

help in providing them affordable gift shopping experiences. If you have questions and/or would like to volunteer, 

please contact Jackie Fernandez. 

Gifts from the Heart 

http://www.giftsfromtheheartshop.org
http://www.giftsfromtheheartshop.org


Hope Lutheran Church 

Phone: 321.622.6126 

Email: pastor@hopebrevard.org 

Facebook: @hopebrevard 

4541 N Wickham road 

Melbourne FL 32935 

www.hopebrevard.org 

Striving to be people of HOPE in our Community.  

Worship is very important to us here at Hope. It’s a time where we can gather together as 

followers of Jesus and come into contact with our God, who loves us and forgives us. When 

we come together in worship, we pray, praise and give thanks to God for His grace delivered 

to us through His Word and Sacraments. 

In order to be people of Hope in our community, we believe it is vital for each of us to grow 

in our understanding of the God who loves and and forgives us through Jesus. This is why 

Hope provides a variety of educational opportunities as you continue to explore the faith we 

share. Go to www.hopebrevard.org to get plugged in! 

Serving our community has been a part of Hope’s mission since we were planted as a church 

in 2005. This legacy continues still today as the first 11% of our budget every year is 

dedicated to our outreach ministry. Through this ministry of service, Hope provides many 

opportunities for our members to reach into our community with the Hope of Jesus. 

Carrying the HOPE of Jesus to our community by growing together  

through worship, education, service and fellowship. 

We all appreciate when we have a friend or two to walk alongside us as we experience the 

joys and sorrows that we encounter along life’s way. Through our times of fellowship at 

Hope, we deepen the relationships we have with one another and learn how we might best 

bear one another’s burdens. 
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“Our” seminarians have been busy this past summer and are back at their fall studies. On our 

Hope website click on Service and then Seminary Adopt-a-Student to read the latest messages 

from Davin Alberson (St. Louis) and Kenny Klaehn (Ft. Wayne). A paper copy of Davin’s letter 

and newsletter is available on the narthex table. Please keep these men in your prayers as they prepare for service 

as Lutheran pastors. Coming soon will be a listing of addresses for our seminarians and chaplains so that you might 

remember them and their families during the holidays. 

Seminarians Hope Supports 


