
Give Thanks in ALL Circumstances 
 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Growing up, Thanksgiving was always one of my favorite holidays.  
My grandparents had six kids, and all but one of them lived in the 
same general area in Colorado.  So, this meant that my family, along 
with all my aunts and uncles and cousins, we would all gather together for those big important holidays.  
Thanksgiving was one that was traditionally held at our house. 

My mom would usually cook two GIANT turkeys to feed the more than 30 people that would usually 
show up.  Then there were the football games on the TV in the background.  The grown-ups would be 
playing Trivial Pursuit and the kids would be playing Monopoly. 

Then, as the sun began to sink behind the horizon, the leftovers began to make their way out of the 
refrigerator and we’d all start making the requisite turkey sandwiches on Wonder Bread. 

I think this year, I as I look back on those days, I think I am going to be a little bit more thankful for them 
than I was before.  Truth be told, I am going to be a little more thankful for a lot of things this year, as I 
am sure most of you are too.   

This year, 2020, has been one for the books.  There’s been the pandemic and social unrest.  Our beloved 
sports, while they are happening, are happening differently.  And, on top of all that, there’s an election, 
too.  If we’re honest, I think we’d all agree that 2020 has been filled with more frustrating things than 
things for which we might be thankful. 

But that’s where Paul’s encouragement to the Christians in Thessalonica can encourage us today.  He says 
to them “…give thanks in all circumstances…”.  Wait a second…ALL circumstances?  Yeah.  ALL 
circumstances.  The pandemic.  The social unrest we see.  The election chaos.  The trials and struggles we 
have in our own lives.  Give thanks even during those times. 

As you gather around your Thanksgiving tables this month, I want to encourage you to reflect on the last 
year.  I want you to lean into the challenges we’ve all experienced and try to see how God has been able 
to work through them.  Try to focus on the little, surprising ways God has shown up.  That encouraging 
phone call from a friend a just the right moment.  That extra five minutes you spent in prayer.  The 
conversations you’ve been able to have with family since you’ve been together in quarantine 

Brothers and sisters in Jesus, the reason Paul encourages us to give thanks in all circumstances is because 
God is right there with us, in all circumstances.  He’s there in the good and the bad.  The joy-filled and 
the heart-rending.  It might seem like the world is caving in around us, but we still give thanks because 
our God is with us, he is for us, he provides for us, and loves us.   

So, this year, take a minute before you dig into the pound of turkey on the plate, and give thanks that our 
God has been with you this year…in all circumstances. 

Your Brother in Christ, 
Pastor James 
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Advent Midweek Schedule - Arise and Shine! 

Beginning Wednesday, December 2nd at 7pm, we will be gathering for a time of worship and reflection 

during the season of Advent.  Each year, we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Light of the World, and how he 

arises and changes our lives.  In our worship time together on Wednesdays through Advent, we are going to 

learn how we can shine in different ways with the light of Jesus so all the world can see the brightness of his 

love.  Each week, we will focus on a different aspect of the light of Jesus and how we are enlightened by him 

every day.  Join us on Wednesday evenings at 7pm beginning December 2nd for this time Worship!  

 

 

December 2nd, 2020 – Rising Light  

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.” (Isaiah 60:1)   

 

Living in the light of Jesus, we prepare to celebrate his birth.  Repenting of our sins, we put 

away the works of darkness and dress in the armor of light.   

 

 
 

December 9th, 2020 – Reflected Light 

“On that day the LORD their God will save them, as the flock of his people; for like the jewels of a 

crown they shall shine on his land.” (Zechariah 9:16) 

 

During Advent, we remember the birth of Jesus, the light of the World, and we reflect his light 

in our daily lives. 

 

 

 

December 16th, 2020 – Healing Light 

“But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings.  You shall 

go out leaping like calves from the stall.” (Malachi 4:2) 

 

With repentant joy we anticipate the birth of our Savior.  We listen to his Word and live 

according to it until he comes again. 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship – 7pm 

This year, maybe more than any other year, we have a lot to be 

thankful for.  This is why we want to invite you to join us this 

Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, November 25th at 7pm, 

for a special worship service that will lead us to thank and praise 

our gracious God for all the wonderful people, places, and 

things he has placed in our lives.   
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Glorious Light – December 24th – 7pm and 9pm  

The glory of the Lord filled the dark sky over Bethlehem.  With 

angels and shepherds, we can share the good news – Christ is Born!  

Join us on Christmas Eve for special candlelight service filled with 

classic Christmas hymns and familiar readings that point us to Jesus, 

the glorious light of the world! 

 

 

 

Shining Light – December 25th – 10am 

Join us Christmas morning as we celebrate that Jesus, the Light of 

the world, lies in a manger in Bethlehem.  This Jesus is the Light that 

no darkness can overcome  

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Schedule 



Pink Bracelet Workshop 

The Beading Ministry group will meet on Friday, November 6 from 6-7 p.m. in the church 

Fellowship Hall.  Please consider becoming a part of this group (and bring a friend!) which 

creates pink bracelets for newly diagnosed breast cancer patients.  If you know a patient, 

you may want to join in to create a bracelet for him/her.  Contact Janet Duddy if you 

need more information, and come on Friday for an hour of fun, fellowship, and creativity! 

Pick and Choose! 

This is a very busy time of year with many activities which request our time, 

talents, and treasure.  Hope members have always been most generous and 

supportive, but we recognize that there are many options to help and causes 

to support.  We ask that you pick and choose to select your participation in 

what you feel comfortable doing and that you not feel that you need to or are 

by any means “required” to support every charitable activity that Hope outreach is engaged in.  Please, prayerfully 

make choices that follow your heart and know that whatever that is will be appreciated. 

Sweater Ministry 

November is a big month for the Sweater Ministry!  The yearlong 

efforts of several members will be shipped to northern Minnesota after 

Thanksgiving.  All completed sweaters to to be at church by Sunday, 

November 22. The sweaters will be on display in the narthex on November 29 so you can view the variety 

of beautiful handiwork.  If you are a knitter or crocheter (or would like to learn!) interested in becoming a 

part of this ministry, contact Linda Miller.  

Love to Shop? We Need You! 

During November and December, we have many opportunities to help by being 

shoppers!  We have Thrivent action team funds to support several of our holiday 

activities, and we can use volunteers to help with the shopping.  This includes shopping 

for Thanksgiving Baskets, Operation Christmas Child, Gifts from the Heart Christmas 

Shop, Guardian ad Litem Angel Tree, and coming up in December, the Reverse Advent Calendar.  Please 

contact Nancy Roberts if you are interested in being a Hope shopper! 

Mid November an angel tree for the Friends of Children of Brevard Guardian ad Litem will be 

on display in the narthex.  There will be gift requests listed (no gift cards will be included as 

gift requests this year) from children who through no fault of their own have been separated 

from their parents.  The tree will be up after we get the requests the week of November 16.   

Angel Tree 

Worship IT Team Forming! 

We need people to run the Worship Service slides and Sermon recording on Sunday 

morning.  We will train you! We plan to have enough volunteers to set up a schedule. 

Contact Bunnie Koelsch for more information.  
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Genesis Food Pantry is in need of soup, Chef Boyardee projects, 

Hamburger Helper, and rice (1 or 2 lb bags) plus anything for the large 

family shelf.  There are also opportunities to volunteer at the pantry.  

Contact Nancy Sutter if you are able to help.  Thank you! 
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Food on the First 

Outreach Ministry of the Month 

Hope’s outreach committee has selected the Gifts from the Heart Christmas Shop as 
the Ministry of the Month for November.  GFTH Christmas Shop’s mission is to 
provide a rewarding, affordable, dignity-affirming Christmas shopping 
experience.  Parents of low income families are able to purchases gifts for children 
at affordable prices, thereby given a “hand up” and not a “hand out.”  Last year 
they served 425 children, and they expect that number to go up dramatically this 
year.  Nine local non-profits are supported, including three which Hope regularly 
supports:  Family Promise, Habitat, and New Life Mission.  Our Ministry of the 
Month donation will support each of these with $200 to use for Christmas Shop 
gifts.  For more information check the website at www.giftsfromtheheartshop.org .  

There are also several ways you can participate with the Christmas Shop ministry:  Contact Nancy Roberts 
for more information. 

1) Purchase gifts online from Amazon, Target, and Walmart using the links found at 
www.giftsfromtheheartshop.org .   

2) Purchase gifts and place in the collection bin in Hope’s narthex.  This option is available for folks who 
would like to donate new, unwrapped toys for the GFTH Christmas Shop. 

3) Join the GFTH shopping team which will be using Thrivent action team funds to purchase toys for this 
ministry.   

4) Donate monetarily for the purchase of toys for one of the partner organizations.  This is done by 
sending a check directly to the agency and putting “GFTH Christmas Shop” in the memo line.  The three 
organizations Hope most actively supports are: 

• Family Promise of Brevard, Inc., P.O. Box 562666, Rockledge, FL 32956-2666  

• New Life Mission, 4087 US Hwy 1, Suite 2, Rockledge, FL 32955  

• Habitat for Humanity of Brevard, 4515 Babcock St., Palm Bay, FL 32905  

Thanksgiving Baskets 

Thanksgiving Baskets will be used by the South Brevard Sharing Center where 

they will help brighten the holiday for families in need.  Please be sure to have 

baskets and cash donations for turkeys in by Sunday, November 8.  If you are 

interested helping with the baskets and/or in being a Thanksgiving Basket shopper 

using Thrivent action team funds, please contact Nancy Sutter or Nancy Roberts. 

Save the date!  We will have the meeting immediately following the 10:30 a.m. 

service.  We will celebrate God’s blessings in 2020,, discuss our plan of ministry 

for 2020, and vote on the budget.   

Congregational Voter’s Meeting Sunday, December 13 

http://www.giftsfromtheheartshop.org
http://www.giftsfromtheheartshop.org
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Virtual Bible Studies 

Hope is offering three online Bible studies: 

• Men’s Wednesday Morning Group lead by Pastor Barnette @ 10:00 a.m.—

11:30 a.m. 

• Women’s Wednesday Morning Group lead by Dorothee Jones @  

10:00 a.m. —11:30 a.m. 

• Women of Hope Saturday morning lead by Nancy Gray @ 10:00 a.m.—

11:00 a.m. 

Let us know if we can help 

you connect to our virtual 

Bible studies! 

Scripture on the Go 

Pastor James and Pastor AJ Mastic of Renewal Church in Denver, Colorado, host a 

weekly video podcast called Scripture on the Go aimed at helping you to grow in your 

faith and in your knowledge of the Scriptures.  Go to www.scriptureonthego.org to 

download the reading plan and like the Scripture on the Go Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/scriptureonthego to join the conversation.  Dive into God’s Word 

and see what it has to say! 

Happy Anniversary to… 

Christopher & Llonda Lohman Nov 10 

John & Megan Koenig Nov 22 

Tom & Jennifer Decker Nov 22 

Carl & Bunnie Koelsch Nov 25 

Nelson & Teresa Serrate Nov 27 

Happy Birthday to… 

Bruce Hale Nov 3 

Debby Kellogg Nov 9 

Jeanette Klaehn Nov 10 

Lisa Mallory Nov 11 

Bert Rankin Nov 17 

John Mitnik Nov 18 

Madison Serrate Nov 21 

Maureen Allison Nov 22 

Gary Razeau Nov 23 

Sherry Goodrich Nov 24 

Tammy McLeran Nov 28 

Del Lonnquist Nov 29 

By being students of Jesus’ Way we’ll grow in our knowledge of the Bible, what it means to 

be a Lutheran and be better equipped to share Him more compassionately with others. Each 

week we find ways to learn more about who Jesus is and what He taught while He was on 

earth.  

As we go into the world we seek to bless others. We find ways to lighten the load of those 

around us, encouraging them as we live alongside them. We do this through speaking words 

of encouragement, committing acts of kindness, and offering thoughtful gifts to those God 

places in our lives.  

We recognize that life was not meant to be lived alone. Each week we are to be intentional 

about spending time with others.  As we connect with others we find support in friendship 

and see ways that we can serve the people around us.  

Be a Student 

Be a Blessing 

The Family of Hope 


