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The Light of God’s Word 
 

“Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light to my path.”  

Psalm 119:105 
 

A number of years ago, my brother was doing his residency in New 

Hampshire and invited our whole family to come there for       

Thanksgiving.  It was a pretty cool experience overall.  Jackie and I, at 

the time, had never travelled past the Mississippi River, so it was an 

experience we were looking forward to.   

On our way from the airport in Boston to his house in Grantham, New Hampshire, I was struck with how beautiful 

that part of the country was.  As we made our way through the hills of New Hampshire, the signs of civilization 

began to dwindle.  And when we pulled into the driveway of his house, we were surrounded by pine trees, and you 

couldn’t even see the nearest neighbor’s house.  It was peaceful really. 

One evening I stepped outside and immediately I began to feel just how isolated we were.  It was dark.  Really, 

dark.  There weren’t even any street lights to break up the darkness a little bit.  The moon wasn’t out either, and, 

the cherry on top, it was a cloudy night, so if the moon was out, it wouldn’t have mattered.  I wasn’t going to take a 

twilight stroll, that’s for sure, even if I had a flashlight!    

It’s that experience that reminds me of the verse above from Psalm 119, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and 

light to my path.”  Our world can be a dark place fraught with peril.  The bar for morality and decency seems to 

move by the minute.  Every day we are challenged to think a certain way, to buy a certain product, to give in to a 

certain temptation.  And those are just the things coming at us from the outside.  The internal struggles we face can 

be just as frustrating and exhausting. The challenges are endless.  The darkness, overwhelming.  And as that      

darkness gathers, it is really easy to get tripped up by any number of obstacles the Evil One tosses in path whether 

it be idolatry, greed, lust, falsehood, or just plain not feeling content with what God has given you.   

This is why it’s so important for us to be engaged daily with God’s Word.  I love the image the psalmist paints 

when he talks about God’s Word as a lamp and a light.  I can imagine him holding the blazing light of the truth of 

God’s Word before him as he engages with a world fraught with danger and peril at the gathering darkness.  That’s 

what happens when we engage with God’s Word daily.  That’s what happen when we learn from it and let it fill our 

lives.  It casts aside the confusion our sinful world causes and reveals the obstacles the darkness tries to hide.   

When we study the Scriptures, we’re going to find ourselves better equipped to face the challenges and obstacles 

that come our way.  We’ll be able to see them and avoid them instead of tripping over them and getting caught up 

in them.   

This month, I want to encourage you to devote time each day to studying God’s Word.  Use the Portals of Prayer 

we have available or find a reading plan on the Internet.  Maybe try reading one of the Gospels from beginning to 

end and ask questions like, “What does this say about God and Jesus?  What does this say about me?  How can I apply 

this to my life today?” 

As we seek to be people of Hope in our community, it is good for us to be familiar with how the hope of Jesus   

impacted the lives of the people who knew him, how it impacts our lives today, and how we might carry that same 

hope into the darkness of our world today.  When we use God’s Word as a lamp and light, our hearts and minds 

begin to change and we begin to see things the way he does.  And when that happens, we know the Holy Spirit is 

hard at work molding and shaping us to be more and more like him every single day.  So pick up God’s Word, that 

lamp and use it to light the path that you walk with Jesus every day.   

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor James 
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Happy Anniversary to…  

Vern and Vallie Listol 11            14 years 
 

Scott and Tori Cooper  14          6 years 
 

Hal and Rachel Stutsman 28       39 years 

Nancy Roberts 2 

Rick Howes 9 

Lennon Sulick 9 

Keith Mitnik 13 

Carolyn Sutter 16 

Vern Listol 19 

Christine Molina 20 
Sandy Restivo 21 

Max Chamberlain 21 

Dorothee Jones 21 

Mark Burrier 23 

Happy Birthday to… 

Emilia Chamberlain 24 

Kelley Livingston 24 

Teresa Serrate 25 

Jessica Thompson 27 

Kathy Burrier 28 

Karen Landy 31 

Dan Spradling 31 
 

 

• Adult Bible Study meets in between services on Sunday mornings. Currently, 

our Elder, David Heumann, is leading a study of 1 & 2 Peter.  

• Children’s Sunday School will continue meeting through May 29 and will 

then take the summer months off.  

• Wednesday Women’s Bible Study – The Women’s Bible Study meets in the Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m. each 

Wednesday. During May, we will be completing a CPHFaith Course on Galatians. All women are welcome! 

Contact Jackie or Lois for info.  

• Wednesday Men’s Bible Study The Men’s Bible Study meets in the Sanctuary at 10 a.m. each Wednesday. If 

you would like more information, please contact Pastor James.  

• Wednesday in the Word Bible Class will pick up again May 4 and will meet through May. We will share a light 

meal together at 5:45pm and Bible study will follow. All are welcome! 

 

• Lifegroups - During May, we will continue our Enduring Faith study, revisiting familiar stories of the Old and New 

Testament. Lifegroups will take the summer months off and pick up again in September. This fall, we hope to have 

additional groups available.  

Weekly Bible Studies 

If you have been worshiping with Hope for a while, or even if you’ve only joined 

us a couple of times, we want to invite you to consider coming to our Next 

Steps course beginning Saturday, June 4th at 10:00 am! Over the four weeks of 

our Next Steps course, you are going to learn about Hope’s vision and mission, 

and we’ll cover the basics of the faith we share. Throughout the course, we’ll 

cover the important roles worship, education,   service and fellowship play in helping us to transform into people of 

hope here in our community. If you’re interested in learning more about the Christian faith and what makes Hope a 

unique place to grow and live out that faith, then our Next Steps course is for you! Please email Pastor James at        

pastor.james@hope-brevard.org if you have any questions or go to www.hopebrevard.org/education/next-steps to 

register! 

Next Steps Course—Begins June 4!   
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A Word about Worship 

Support Hope through Online Giving 

Your generosity goes a long way in helping Hope fulfill God’s mission in Melbourne and beyond! We 

thank you for supporting our ministry! You can give at hopebrevard.org/give or by scanning the QR 

code to the left. 

Here at Hope our mission is to grow as people of Hope as we grow together through worship, education,       

fellowship, and service.  Because this is what we are all about here at Hope, it’s important for us to be familiar with how 

those things help us to grow as people of Hope.   

 

What is worship anyway?  Worship is our response as God’s creatures to his grace, mercy, and love for us 

in the person and work of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

 

Each time we gather together for worship, God himself comes to us with his free gifts of forgiveness, 

life, and salvation as they are delivered to us through his Word and the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and 

the Lord’s Supper.  And we respond to those wonderful gifts by praising him with our hymns and songs, 

giving thanks to him in our prayers and offerings, serving him by serving others, and by intentionally devoting 

time to him in the study of his Word and by bringing our concerns to him in prayer.   

 

Worship is also a time for us to come together as the body of Christ to be encouraged by one another as we journey through 

our lives with faith in Jesus.  There are times when all of us need to be reminded that we aren’t alone in this world, and when 

we gather together in worship we experience the love of Jesus through the Word and Sacraments, and through the love and 

support we receive from one another. 

 

This is why worship is such an important part of who we are and what we do here at Hope.  When we worship we receive 

the forgiveness Jesus purchased and won for us on the cross.  Then, we are reminded of the promise of Hope in the life of the 

world to come.  This promise of Hope is for all people and as people who receive this Hope every week, we are equipped and 

ready to be people of Hope in our community.   

Save the date!  Our next congregational meeting will be May 22 at approximately 12 p.m. At this    

meeting, we will hear committee updates, a mission trip planning update and hold elections for open 

positions on church council. For elections, the Nominating Committee will nominate the following 

candidates: Kent LaVelle for Vice President; Joline Irvine for Secretary; and Kenn Baker for Trustee. 

Other nominations from the floor will be accepted also. All are encouraged to attend to make sure 

we have a quorum. A luncheon will precede the meeting. Please sign up for the items you would like to bring via the 

sign-up genius. Contact Jackie Fernandez or Rachel Stutsman for more information. 

Congregational Voter’s Meeting, May 22  
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• Monumental VBS will be held July 11-15, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 

• We are still in need of several volunteers for VBS. Please contact Jackie if you are willing to serve in one 

of the following ways: 

 -1 more person for Check-In—help get families signed in 8:30 a.m.-9 a.m. and signed out at 12 p.m. 

 each day of VBS.                                                                                                                                                                    

           -3 Crew Leaders—Crew Leaders lead children from station to station during VBS. 

 -2 Crew Assistants—Crew Assistants assist Crew Leaders.  
 

 

• Registration is now full, however, if you would like to register a child, grandchild or friend of the family, 

please see Jackie to see if a spot has opened up.  
 

• Our decorations team could use the following items: 

 -A small tent  -Small campfire chairs   

 -Mexican rugs  -Light kit for grill to make it look like a campfire 

 

• A big “thank you” to all who signed up to sponsor a student for our Monumental VBS! 50 kiddos will 

spend the week learning about how great our God is and all their materials will be covered for them! It is 

so wonderful we can provide Hope and care to our community in this way. If you have not made your 

sponsorship donation yet, please put in the offering plate (marked “sponsor a student”) or drop off in the 

office by the end of May. Thanks again for your generosity! 

Monumental VBS 2022 News 

Hope will dine together at Salsas Mexican Restaurant on May 27th at 6 p.m. Salsas is     

located at 5559 N. Wickham Road, just north of the church. All are welcome! Please RSVP 

to Jackie by May 26th. Also, be sure to wear your “Got Hope?” t-shirt. See you there!  

Hope Dines Together 
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Adopt-A-Chap 

Hope has a new adopted chaplain! The following is a letter from him and gives us a bit of background for him and his 

family. We will be deciding how we can best assist him in his chaplain ministry, but in the meantime we can pray for 

him and his family. 
 

Greetings from the Potts’ Family! 

Chaplain, Capt, Chadwick L. Potts is assigned to the 23d Special Tactics 

Squadron at Hurlburt Field, Florida. Pastor Chad and Michelle grew up in 

Wausau, Wisconsin and were married in 2000.  Military life has          

transitioned us 15 times as our family has grown to 9 children.  Zeke is 

20 and attending Concordia University Wisconsin for the Pre-Seminary 

Program, Joshua is beginning a Lego small business in Niceville, Florida, 

Noah enjoys football, Seth has run ahead of us into Heaven, Bella, and 

Katie (Foster Children) have been adopted by their grandparents, Aqua 

(Foster daughter) has been adopted by another foster family, Chase and 

Slater are back with their biological parents. 
 

Pastor Chad has served in the Army and Air Force since 2002.  He was ordained in May 2012 after attending          

Concordia Fort Wayne.  Michelle homeschools our boys and has taught online for Orange Lutheran Online High 

School since 2007 and is now transitioning to Bosco Online.  We are grateful to be a part of the ministry in partnership 

with Hope Lutheran Church in Melbourne, Florida!  

Habitat has had a ground breaking and also a home dedication in the month of April. The Faith Build 

home will be located in West Melbourne, and it is hoped that work on the site will begin in the next few 

months. Hope is one of the Faith Build sponsor churches, and our commitment includes monetary     

support, onsite work, lunches, and prayer. Watch for new developments and service opportunities for 

Habitat in the coming months! 

Lutheran Emergency Response Team 

A L.E.R.T. (Lutheran Emergency Response Team) training class will be offered at 

Faith Viera on Saturday, May 21 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. This is a wonderful      

opportunity to receive training which will be useful here in our own community 

and in other areas where disasters may occur. Participants must be between the 

ages of 14 and 80. Registration is done online, and the deadline is Saturday, May 7.  The registration fee of $35 will be 

paid for by Hope outreach for all who complete the course. If you have questions, please see Nancy Roberts. 

Habitat for Humanity 

Hope Cares is a program that matches needs of Hope members with the resources that 

are most helpful. This program is a way to help us bless and serve others with our time 

and talents. Hope Cares is also there to help in a time of need. Those involved can bring 

meals, give rides to church or other places, share greeting cards, or visit those who are in need. Hope has helped many 

people through this program with visits, meals and transportation. If you would like to bless others in this way or you 

know someone in need of assistance, contact Deaconess Lois Diebel or talk to Pastor. 

Hope Cares 
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Hope for the Homeless 

There are wallet sized shopping lists available in the Narthex for those who would like to pick and 

choose items for Daily Bread on their routine shopping adventures. On Saturday April 30th we had 

our Daily Bread representative Jeff Njus join us for our LWML meeting.  He had a short message for 

us from Daily Bread.  They are always so gracious and appreciative of all the donations each month.   
 

I was able to gather some information via the 2021 Impact Report regarding the amazing things Daily Bread has done in 

our community.  Daily Bread assisted 147 people to relocate to a housing opportunity.  There were 36,417 meals 

feeding the hungry, 11,400 showers taken, 35,645.83 hours volunteered, no cost prescriptions given and 7,320 

emergency housing nights for those in need.  Daily Bread helps with food services, fresh start services, housing support, 

employment services, healthcare services and transitional support.  There are so many ways you can help in our 

community.  You can volunteer at the dining hall, outreach center or warehouse, donate items or monetarily give or 

partner as a landlord and provide permanent housing opportunities. 
 

The month of March Hope donated 57 hygiene items, 3 bags of clothes, 1 package tide pods and 1 sheet set.  A $250 

Thrivent card was used to buy 10 packages of women’s underwear and 4 packages of men’s underwear.  In April we 

decided to purchase 38 packages of 18 count wash clothes via the Outreach funds as the Daily Bread was in dire need 

having had to cut large towels down to make do. In addition, 77 hygiene items, 1 bag of clothes and 7 additional packages 

of wash cloths were donated by Hope members.  A Thrivent Card will purchase $250 worth of flat sheets and small 

blankets for the month of May.   As always thank you so much for your generosity and support for our community. 

Loving Stitches 

This is our final month to assemble our Fidget Mats.  We have given away around 25 of the 55 kits, 

not counting ones that have been made from home materials.  Four facilities are using our fidget 

mats, as well as individuals, and Faith Place at Faith ‘Viera’.  Thank you so much to all of you who 

made this possible. The remaining kits are “ready to go,” simple to sew up with a machine and just a 

little handwork. Please grab a kit, sew them up and bring them back.  If you know of an individual that could use one, 

please let us know. Deaconess Lois Diebel and Phyllis Derda  

Sherwood Partner of the Year! 

Sherwood Elementary has selected Hope Lutheran Church as it community business     

partner of the year! This is the second year in a row that Hope has received this honor, 

and we are humbled by this recognition. The shoes and socks that Hope donated were 

so needed, and some were put to immediate use. 
 

Hope is doing a staff appreciation brunch for Sherwood Elementary on May 5. The list in the narthex gives some of the 

details and some items still needed for the brunch. If you can help us in this activity, please sign up. Contact Nancy 

Roberts for additional information or if you have questions. 

Baker’s Blessings 

Bakers’ Blessings on the Road for May will be going to the staff at Pineapple Cove Academy. 

The signup sheet in the narthex gives all the details. If you enjoy baking cookies, this is a great 

opportunity to share them with others in our community; only 2 1/2 dozen cookies are requested of each baker. The 

Bakers’ Blessings stickers for the individual cookie bags are on the table; cookies are due at church on May 15. Check 

with Nancy Sutter if you have questions. 
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Genesis Food Pantry 

Please know that your donations for Food on the First are very much appreciated by the      

Genesis Food Pantry. And, please be reminded that plastic bags, dozen egg cartons, and cloth 

grocery bags can be donated all month, and they are in great demand at the pantry. If you have an interest in           

volunteering at the pantry, please see Nancy Sutter. 

Ministry of the Month 

Mission Trip Meeting 

The mission trip planning committee will meet on Thursday, May 5, at 7 p.m. to continue 

discussion on a number of possible mission trip destinations. Everyone with an interest in Hope’s 

mission trip in 2023 is welcome to take part! For a Zoom invitation, contact Gary Rezeau or 

Pastor James. 

Hope’s Ministry of the Month for May is Trinity Lutheran School. Located at 1330 S. Fiske Blvd. in 

Rockledge, Trinity is the only LCMS K-8 school in Brevard County. Their mission is “sharing 

God’s Word and Jesus’ love with our community.” The school began in 1959 with a single        

preschool class; they have grown to the current K-8 grades and now serve around 150 students. 

They are accredited through the stringent criteria set by the National Lutheran School             

Accreditation. Students have opportunities to participate in STEM, art, sports, and a top notch 

music program. For more information, visit their website at trinitylutheranrock.wixsite.com. In 

recent years they have received much support from Faith Viera, and Hope outreach is investigating ways for our      

congregation to support them as a part of our desire to be Hope in our community. 

Pink Beading Ministry 

The pink beading workshop will be held on Friday evening, May 6 from 6-7 p.m. Besides creating 

beautiful bracelets for cancer patients, the group has a good time of fellowship. All are welcome! 

Contact Janet Duddy if you have questions or would like beading kits to work on at home. 

The taco meal for the Family Promise families will be on May 30, and you may sign up on the sign 

up genius. Food for the meal will need to be brought to church by Sunday, May 29, and placed on 

the fellowship hall counter or in the frig. Please label your items for Family Promise. Contact Nancy Wapshott if you 

have questions or need information. We are looking for a representative from Hope to attend an important meeting 

about Family Promise; the meeting will be held on May 9 at 6 p.m. at Faith Viera. If you would be able to attend, please 

contact Nancy Wapshott or Nancy Roberts. 

Family Promise Taco Meal 

The next meeting for Hope’s outreach group will be on Thursday, May 19, from 6:30-8 p.m. We 

meet by Zoom and welcome anyone interested in adding ideas to the discussion for Hope’s   

outreach efforts. Please consider joining us! Contact Nancy Roberts if you have questions and/or would like a Zoom     

invitation. 

Outreach Zoom Meeting 



Hope Lutheran Church 

Phone: 321.622.6126 

Email: pastor@hopebrevard.org 

Facebook: @hopebrevard 

4541 N Wickham oad 

Melbourne FL 32935 

www.hopebrevard.org 

Striving to be people of HOPE in our Community.  

Worship is very important to us here at Hope. It’s a time where we can gather together as 

followers of Jesus and come into contact with our God, who loves us and forgives us. When 

we come together in worship, we pray, praise and give thanks to God for His grace delivered 

to us through His Word and Sacraments. 

In order to be people of Hope in our community, we believe it is vital for each of us to grow 

in our understanding of the God who loves and and forgives us through Jesus. This is why 

Hope provides a variety of educational opportunities as you continue to explore the faith we 

share. Go to www.hopebrevard.org to get plugged in! 

Serving our community has been a part of Hope’s mission since we were planted as a church 

in 2005. This legacy continues still today as the first 11% of our budget every year is 

dedicated to our outreach ministry. Through this ministry of service, Hope provides many 

opportunities for our members to reach into our community with the Hope of Jesus. 

Carrying the HOPE of Jesus to our community by growing together  

through worship, education, service and fellowship. 

We all appreciate when we have a friend or two to walk alongside us as we experience the 

joys and sorrows that we encounter along life’s way. Through our times of fellowship at 

Hope, we deepen the relationships we have with one another and learn how we might best 

bear one another’s burdens. 

 

Page 8 

May 2022 


