
Blessed 
“Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven; whose 

sin is covered.  Blessed is the man against whom the 

LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit, there is no 

deceit.” - Psalm 32:1-2 
 

Have you ever thought about what it means to be blessed?  
We hear that word all the time and in all kinds of places.  

Our favorite athletes talk about being blessed when they’ve 

won the big game.  We look at those who have found great 

success in life and we call them blessed.  We even bless one 

another when we sneeze! 

But what does it mean to really, truly be blessed?  David gives 

us a pretty good idea in Psalm 32.  He tells us that the one 

whose sins are forgiven, that one is blessed.  He tells us that 

the one against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, that one 

is blessed.  That’s great, isn’t it?  Sure, it is!  But why? 

Consider what life would have been like if our sins weren’t forgiven.  That’s a pretty bleak outlook.  We 

are left with a list of commands to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our 

neighbors as ourselves.  Then, when we try to live out those commands, we find out that we come really 

short of coming even close to doing a good job. 

Loving God means that we have to put him above everything else in our lives.  I don’t know about you, 

but I find this to be a challenge lots of times.  I get tired, so I sleep in instead of getting up to read the 

Bible.  I get frustrated, and I end up using his name in vain…maybe not out loud…but in my own mind.  I 

get busy, and so taking time to listen to what God has to say to me in worship, that becomes ever more 

challenging. 

And then, there’s loving my neighbor.  That seems to be more challenging than loving God a lot of the 

time!  Honoring those in authority over me?  As long as they have the same political perspective as I do.  

Putting the best construction on what others do, even when it really annoys me?  As long as those are 

people that I know and love really well.  The rest are just too much of a problem.  What about caring for 

the needs of others?  Can I do that?  As long as it fits in my schedule and as long as my hands stay 

relatively clean.  Otherwise, forget it. 

The point is, we fall short.  God expects a lot.  God expects perfection.  Anything less than perfection 

and we get what we justly deserve:  his eternal punishment.  Not just death, but eternal death.  In other 

words, eternal separation from God and his goodness, and mercy, and love.   

That’s why those who are forgiven are blessed.  Those who are forgiven have the laundry list of things 

they’ve done wrong, but all of those things have been taken away.  They have the pile of sins they’ve 
committed, but that pile has been hauled off, and all because they are blessed.  Blessed by God through 

Jesus.  Blessed by God through the sacrifice of his Son.  Blessed by God because our sins are forgiven…

because our iniquities aren’t counted against us and we have eternal life in his name. 

So, the next time you hear someone declare they are blessed, and they may be according to the standard 

of the world, you can say to yourself that you too are blessed because of what Jesus has done. Blessed 

because your sins are forgiven and you belong to God.  

Your brother in Christ, Pastor James 
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Pastor James and Pastor AJ Mastic of Renewal Church in Denver, Colorado, host a 

weekly video podcast called Scripture on the Go aimed at helping you to grow in your 

faith and in your knowledge of the Scriptures. Go to www.scriptureonthego.org to 

download the reading plan and like the Scripture on the Go Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/scriptureonthego to join the conversation. Dive into God’s Word 

and see what it has to say! 
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Life Groups – Spring Schedule 

Life Groups took a break after Easter and for those interested, the groups are meeting 

again every other week from the week of May 9 through June 27. Our discussion topic is 

based on Pastor James’ sermon series on the Apostles’ Creed which begins May 2. If you 

were in a Life Group for the Being Challenge, your facilitator will reach out to you to let 

you know if your group is continuing.  If you would like to join a Life Group or need to 

be plugged into another group for this session, contact Dorothee Jones.  

Scripture on the Go 

Virtual Bible Studies 

• Wednesday Men’s and Women’s Zoom Bible Study – Join us starting Wednesday, May 

12th at 10am as we begin our new 4-week study The Bible on Trial: Beyond A Reasonable 

Doubt. Here is a description of the study: Biblical criticism, ancient historical voices, the 

illumination of archaeology, the testimony of first-century followers of Jesus Christ -- all these 

come to bear on the examination of the reliability of the Scriptures in The Bible On Trial: 

Beyond A Reasonable Doubt.  

 

• Women of Hope Saturday mornings, led by Nancy Gray meets@ 10:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. Nancy Gray 

walks us through the readings for the upcoming Sunday worship service.  

 

• Contact Pastor James or Dorothee if you need assistance getting connected to one of our Bible studies! 

Wednesday in the Word  

Join us every Wednesday evening for Worship at 6:30 p.m. and Bible study 
at 6:45 p.m. Pastor James is leading adults in the sanctuary. The topic is the 
Baptism. The evening ends at 7:30 p.m. You may take part of either or both 

events. It’s a great midweek lift!  We will then take a break in the summer 

and resume in August. 

Have you been worshiping at Hope over the last several months?  Would you like to 

know more about the Christian Faith?  Would you like to learn more about Hope 

and how we follow Jesus here? If so, then Hope’s Faith Alive class is where you need 

to be!  Join Pastor James on Saturday, May 8th at 10am here at Hope as we walk 

through basics of what Hope teaches and believes and how those things help us to 

grow as Disciples of Jesus. Interested in learning more?  Email Pastor James at pastor.james@hope-brevard.org.  

New Member Class 

mailto:pastor.james@hope-brevard.org
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Happy Anniversary to… 

Vern and Vallie Listol 11         13 years 
 

Scott and Tori Cooper  14        5 years 

Nancy Roberts 2 

Lennon Sulick 9 

Carolyn Sutter 16 

Vern Listol 19 

Max Chamberlain 21 

Dorothee Jones 21 

Mark Burrier 23 

Emilia Chamberlain 24 

Altar Flower Dedication 

If you would like to donate towards the altar flowers in honor or memory of 
someone or some event, please contact Jackie, our Church Admin, by the 
Wednesday prior to the dedication. You can also reserve a Sunday on the Flower 
Chart in the Narthex and two families can each have a dedication, one per bouquet.  

The dedication will be in the bulletin and you can take the flowers home after the late service.  If no one had 
dedicated flowers, and you would like to take one or both bouquets, please talk to Jackie. Each bouquet is 
$20; please designate on your check or envelope “Altar Flowers.” 

Happy Birthday to… 

Kelley Livingston 24 

Teresa Serrate 25 

Jessica Thompson 27 

Kathy Burrier 28 

Dan Spradling 31 

Congratulations to our Graduates! 

Congregational Meeting 

• Jacob Allan Hale (grandson of Bruce Hale) will graduate from Satellite Beach High 

School on May 29th.  
 

• Dorothee Jones will graduate from Florida Institute of Technology with a M.A. in  

Organizational Leadership. Dorothee plans to pursue a full-time position in church 

ministry wherever God leads her.  
 

• Gabriel Montague (grandson of Jan Haeker) will graduate from Satellite High School in May. He       

will attend Furman University in South Carolina on a Cross Country running scholarship. 
 

• Olivia Thompson will be graduating from West Shore High School on May 28. She is then off to     

University of Florida for their Veterinarian program. 

The Nominating Committee is presenting the following  names for the offices to be voted on at the 

May 23 Congregational meeting: President:-Hal Stutsman, Treasurer-Rich Sutter, Outreach-Nancy 

Roberts. The meeting will be held in the sanctuary at 11:45am. 

Have you picked up your Hope magnets yet? Each Hope family may take two magnets for your   

autos to spread Hope’s good name around Melbourne (and beyond!). Be sure to check them out 

in the narthex or call the office to have one sent aside for you. 

Hope Lutheran Car Magnets! 



Sponsor a Student for VBS!! 
Your $20 will provide a student with: 

A Bible they can keep 
A Treasured T-Shirt  

Bible Memory Buddies 
A Treasure Quest Booklet for the Week 

A “Watch for God” Wristband 
 

Please sign up to sponsor in the narthex or call the 
office. Jackie will contact you as registrations roll in. You 
will also receive the child’s name you will be sponsoring, 
so you can pray for them throughout the week! 
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Hope Cares 

Hope Cares is a program that matches needs of Hope members with the resources that are 

most helpful. This program is a way to help us bless and serve others with our time and    

talents.  Hope Cares is also there to help in a time of need.  Those involved can bring meals, 

give rides to church or other places, share greeting cards, or visit those who are in need.  Hope has helped many    

people through this program with visits, meals and transportation. If you would like to bless others in this way, there 

are gold-colored sheets in the Narthex for you to fill out and let us know where you can help. If you have already filled 

a sheet out but you would like to change your selections, just fill out another with your new choices and we will adjust 

your activity choices. 

July 19-23, 2021 
9am-Noon 

 

Register at: 
https://vbspro.events/p/events/hopebrevard 

 

3yr-6th Grade 
 

Volunteers still needed-Talk to Jackie! 

Join us for Vacation Bible School! 



LWML Happenings  

 

“I AM the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last” Revelations 22:13 

This is the theme of the Lutheran Women Missionary League  

National Convention being held in Lexington, Ky on June 24-27, 2021 

 

“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you” Isaiah 43:2 

The LWML FL-GA DISTRICT RETREAT will be held at the Crowne Plaza  

Oceanfront Hotel in Melbourne, Fl. On September 24-26, 2021 
 

If you have any questions regarding these events, you can contact Phyllis Derda, Hope L. C. Society President 

at phyllislwml@gmail.com or Bunnie Koelsch, Space Coast Zone President at bunnie49.bk@gmail.com  
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Pastor Gary Schuschke will be joining us virtually all the way from Frankfurt, Germany, 

on May 16, at 12 pm, in the sanctuary. We will get to hear all about his ministry and life 

in Germany. If you have any questions you would like to ask Pastor Schuschke please 

email Deaconess Lois (deaconess.lois@hope-brevard.org) with your questions so they 

can be forwarded to him early giving him more time to gather pictures or information 

for us. Pastor James will be the moderator so we will be able to interact with Pastor Schuschke. This is our second 

virtual presentation with a missionary that we support in the field. The presentation will be informative and enjoyable! 

Coffee and donuts will be available before the presentation begins. A Zoom invite will be sent through the prayer chain 

if you would like to attend via Zoom.  

Virtual Presentation with Pastor Schuschke 

Sherwood Elementary has selected Hope Lutheran as their Partner in Education (PIE) 

member of the year! We are humbled and greatly honored to be recognized in this 

way. The school district P.I.E. winners will be announced on April 29 at 4 p.m. on 

Brevard Public Schools’ You Tube channel at https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UCvbHAiuz12iOhiYWImKyxCQ. Special thanks goes to Kathy Burrier for 

being our Sherwood liaison. 

 

Hope for the Environment is rolling along as we get into the habit of saving our plastic bottle 

caps. A reminder for this collection: only plastic bottle caps may be used; metal bottle caps, 

wine corks, and other non-plastic caps are not included in this collection. Thanks for         

remembering to save and donate your plastic bottle caps and for helping the Indian River   

lagoon. 

Hope for the Environment 

Sherwood Partner of the Year! 

mailto:phyllislwml@gmail.com
mailto:bunnie49.bk@gmail.com
x-apple-data-detectors://6
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvbHAiuz12iOhiYWImKyxCQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvbHAiuz12iOhiYWImKyxCQ
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Bakers’ Blessing on the Road 

Bakers’ Blessings on the Road for May will be traveling to Sherwood Elementary (really 

a coincidence!). The sign up sheet for cookie bakers is in the narthex, and the cookies 

are due on May 16. Having taken cookies to each of our local schools by the end of 

May, we will continue blessing other agencies in our community in the coming months. 

Hope for Local Businesses  

Our May Hope for Local Businesses restaurant will be Burger Inn located at 1819 N. Harbor City Blvd in Melbourne. 

Remember to wear your “got hope?” shirt when you go!  

Please keep them in your regular prayers,  

     -For protection for staff and patrons from getting COVID or other illnesses. 

     -That their business and their employees thrive despite the challenges of COVID. 

Consider,  

     -Eating there as a Hope family on May 20th @ 6pm. Please RSVP to Jackie. 

     -Eating there on your own or taking it to go anytime in May!  

ShopWithScrip! 

Hope has been approved for a fund raising program known as ShopWithScrip. It provides us with 

the opportunity to offer our members gift cards for a vast variety of businesses. Among the   

hundreds of cards are gas stations, restaurants, pharmacies, auto supply store, theatres,          

departments store and Amazon to name a few. Each time you make a purchase, money will be 

sent to Hope in the form of a rebate. The money will be used to supplement the Pastor         

Discretionary Fund. More details to follow on how to buy cards for gas, gift cards for May and June weddings and 

graduations...and everyday items for your home! Linda Miller will be coordinator for ShopWithScrip. 

Genesis Food Pantry 

Genesis Food Pantry has faithfully served community families in need, and Hope has           

contributed to that mission in many important ways. This month the pantry is in need of   

Hamburger Helper, cereal, and 1-2 pound bags of rice, but all donations of food and money 

are appreciated. Your double-bagged plastic bags are very helpful and can be donated in the 

narthex basket. Volunteering at the pantry is a very rewarding experience as several of our 

members have found. If you have any questions about the pantry, please check with Nancy 

Sutter. 

Outreach Meeting 

Our outreach committee will have a Zoom meeting on Thursday, May 13, from 6:30-8 

p.m. Please consider joining our group to discuss outreach topics and to join in the 

planning for “Rolling Missions” coming up this summer. Contact Nancy Roberts to get a 

Zoom invitation. 

Pink Bracelet Workshop 

The Pink Beading Ministry group will be meeting at church on Friday, May 7, from 6-7 p.m. 

Please feel free to join the fellowship and create a bracelet or two for cancer patients at the 

same time. No experience is necessary and all materials are provided. Janet Duddy is the contact 

person if you need information or would like bracelet kits to work on at home. 
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The “Take-Home-and-Sew” kits for the fidget mats are ready for pick-up in the Narthex.  Just 

sign the sign-up sheet and write in the number of kits you take.  If you need to have some       

delivered because you’re not coming by the church, just let Deaconess Lois know and we will set 

up delivery.  This is our very first project and will last for 6-months. There are several memory 

care facilities that are excited to receive them because they are helpful for people who have de-

mentia.  We will deliver a few at a time to the facilities and keep sewing more to see how many we can make and get 

delivered to these facilities. Any questions contact Deaconess Lois 321-536-0430 or Phyllis Derda 321-508-8980.  

Loving Stitches Sewing Group 

Ministry of the Month 

 Hope’s May Ministry of the Month is St. Stephen’s Way, whose mission is to provide affordable housing, along with 

supportive services, to homeless families with schoolchildren in Brevard County. According to the website, the      

ministry began when the founder heard of a young couple with two infant children who found themselves displaced 

from their home. The couple had approached a local fire department with the idea of giving their children up because 

they simply could not find a shelter to take them in. Check out their website at ssway.org for more information and to 

find out what happened with the young family mentioned above. Exciting news from last month is that St. Stephen’s 

Way broke ground for a residential community of 40 units, 3 bedroom/2 bathroom apartments plus a community   

center. This community will provide affordable housing for families based on ability to pay plus a holistic program to 

help with budgeting, health, or spiritual counseling. St. Stephen’s Way is currently engaged in a major capital campaign 

to support this project; information on the narthex table will provide additional details. 

Homeless Kits Available 

Don’t forget to grab a homeless kit or two to hand out as you go out and about! Many of you 

have shared very meaningful experiences from this ministry...let God’s love shine! 

Family Promise Taco Dinners 

Hope is providing a taco meal for Family Promise families on Monday, May 17. A Signup Genius 

will be sent out closer to the date. Dorothee Jones is our contact person, if you have questions. 

 
Habitat is hosting an “Open House Friendsday” on Monday, May 17, from 4-6 p.m. at the ReStore located at 4515  

Babcock St., Palm Bay. This event is for “friends, fun, and food” and will enable you to find out more about Habitat in 

Brevard and the ReStore. A reminder that if you have a donation for the ReStore, they offer free pickup service.  

Thanks to our cleaning basket contributors for the Habitat dedication gifts. Dedication announcements should be 

forthcoming soon, but often inspections and necessary paperwork requirements can be delayed, particularly in the  

current environment. We will pass on the dedication day and time once the information has been received. 

Habitat for Humanity 

Support Hope through online giving today! 

Your generosity goes a long way in helping Hope fulfill God’s mission in Melbourne and 

beyond and we want to thank you for supporting our ministry! You can give at 

hopebrevard.org/give or by scanning the QR code to the left. 

http://ssway.org


Hope Lutheran Church 

Phone: 321.622.6126 

Email: pastor@hopebrevard.org 

Facebook: @hopebrevard 

4541 N Wickham oad 

Melbourne FL 32935 

www.hopebrevard.org 

A Church Committed to Reaching Out with the Gospel of Jesus.  

 

Be a Friend 

By being students of Jesus’ Way we’ll grow in our knowledge of the Bible, what it means to 

be a Lutheran and be better equipped to share Him more compassionately with others. Each 

week we find ways to learn more about who Jesus is and what He taught while He was on 

earth.  

As we go into the world we seek to bless others. We find ways to lighten the load of those 

around us, encouraging them as we live alongside them. We do this through speaking words 

of encouragement, committing acts of kindness, and offering thoughtful gifts to those God 

places in our lives.  

We recognize that life was not meant to be lived alone. Each week we are to be intentional 

about spending time with others.  As we connect with others we find support in friendship 

and see ways that we can serve the people around us.  

Be a Student 

Be a Blessing 

The Family of Hope 


