
Condemned Already 
“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.  
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does 
not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only Son of God.” – John 3:17-18 
 

When you think of the word “condemned” what comes to mind 
for you?  When I hear that word, I think about an old, run-down 
building somewhere in some big city.  Nobody’s used it in 
decades.  Its windows are all broken and knocked out, maybe some of them are boarded up, but not many.  
There’s graffiti covering the lower six feet of the building all the way around because that’s all the higher the 
taggers and reach.  Then you look inside.  It’s dark, damp, dusty.  There’s paint peeling off the walls.  There’s the 
broken glass from the windows scattered on the floor.  There’s weeds growing through every available crack in 
the foundation.  And there’s a puddle right in the middle where the roof caved in years ago.  The building is 
condemned.  It’s good for nothing.  It just needs to be torn down and forgotten. 

When Jesus is talking to Nicodemus under the cover of darkness, he tells him that he didn’t come to 
condemn the world.  He tells him that the world, and those who live in it have, have been condemned already.  
Condemned by the sin that has corrupted it.  Just think about what sin does.  It breaks and destroys and kills.  It 
pollutes and corrupts and leaves us feeling empty.  It leaves us feeling beaten, like we’re good for nothing.  Like 
we just need to be torn down and forgotten all together.  Sin condemns us.  That’s what it does. 

Sometimes, people get things backwards.  Sometimes people think the opposite of what Jesus says to 
Nicodemus.  They think that Jesus has, in fact, come to condemn them for the bad things they’ve done.  That he 
has come to declare them as good for nothing and not worth the effort to restore.  And maybe, they think those 
things because of what they read about Jesus in secular books or articles.  Maybe they think those things 
because we, as followers of Jesus, have been doing a whole lot of condemning ourselves.   

Whatever the case may be, it doesn’t change the truth of what Jesus says.  Jesus didn’t come into the 
world to condemn it.  Jesus came into the world to save it.  To redeem it.  To make it new again.  And he does 
that by taking the sin that so thoroughly condemns each and every one of us all upon himself, and he carries it to 
the cross and there it dies.  And for you, and for all who believe in Jesus, this means that instead of being empty, 
you’re filled with his life-giving Spirit.  Instead of feeling like you’re good-for nothing, you’re told that you’re a 
new creation and deeply loved by your Creator.  Instead of being torn down and forgotten forever, you are 
raised to eternal life and given a room prepared just for you in heaven, with your Savior Jesus. 

This month, our journey through Lent comes to a close as we walk through Holy Week.  It’s a time where 
we will rejoice with those lining the streets as Jesus rides into Jerusalem.  A time when we will celebrate with the 
disciples the very first Lord’s Supper.  A time when we will find ourselves in the crowd on Good Friday, breathing 
out those insults at a man who is condemned so that we might be saved.  It’s a time where we will rejoice in the 
empty tomb of Easter morning that Jesus didn’t come into the world to condemn it, but to save it because God 
loved the world so much.   

God’s continued peace to you as you journey through Lent. 
 
Your Brother in Christ, 
Pastor James Fernandez 
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Are you being challenged? 
 

We have 53 people participating in our six Life Groups and there are more folks doing the book on their 

own!  Praise God for a wonderful commitment from the people of Hope!  If you’re going through the study, 

you are being challenged to grow in faith and discipleship.  And we’re doing it together!  If you’re not part of 

a group, but would like to join, you still can!  Contact Dorothee Jones or Pastor James to get plugged in; 

we’ll be going through the book through March 27.  Each Sunday Pastor James starts off the challenge of 

week through his sermon.  You can listen to that any time at www.hopebrevard.org/sermons.  Together we 

are growing in these 5 Keystone Habits of Jesus: 

 

Commit to community – There may be not more important predictor of “future you” than to look at the 

community of “current you.” 

Study scripture – The best part of studying Scripture is discovering who our God is, and in the midst of it, 

who we are in light of Him. 

Prioritize prayer – In a confusing world, prayer is a powerful tool that allows us to communicate with 

God at any time to receive his direction. 

Seek solitude – Our world is loud and distracting.  Solitude with God helps us receive much-needed focus 

to keep us in pursuit of Jesus. 

Choose church – Consistently being in a place to receive the Good News of Jesus is one of the best 

decisions we can make in this world. 

Virtual Bible Studies 

• The Men’s and Women’s Wednesday morning Bible studies are starting a 

new Lutheran Hour Ministry video series, Called. LHM Nurturing Your 

Faith: Called is a Bible study inspired by the book of Ephesians. It’s four 

video sessions explore how we are called by God to faith and, in turn, 

called to others in lives of outreach and service. Bible passages 

emphasize key concepts, and reflection questions prompt users to think 

through the material.  Join the Men's and Women's Wednesday morning Bible study at 10am via Zoom 

beginning March 10.  The Men’s Wednesday Morning Group is led by Pastor James @ 10:00 a.m.—11:30 

a.m.; The Women’s Wednesday Morning Group is led by Dorothee Jones @ 10:00 a.m. —11:30 a.m. 

 

• Women of Hope Saturday mornings, led by Nancy Gray meets@ 10:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. Nancy Gray 

walks us through the readings for the upcoming Sunday worship service.  

 

• Contact Pastor James or Jackie if you need assistance getting connected to one of our Bible studies! 
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Pastor James and Pastor AJ Mastic of Renewal Church in Denver, Colorado, host a weekly 

video podcast called Scripture on the Go aimed at helping you to grow in your faith and in 

your knowledge of the Scriptures. Go to www.scriptureonthego.org to download the 

reading plan and like the Scripture on the Go Facebook page at www.facebook.com/

scriptureonthego to join the conversation. Dive into God’s Word and see what it has to 

Happy Anniversary to… 

Carolyn and Jerry Simmons  54 Years 

 
Theodore Chamberlain  14 

Kenneth Klaehn 14 

Joseph Miller 18 

John Turner 19 

Janet Duddy 28 

David Mennicke 28 

Megan Koenig 30 

Outreach Meeting 

The next outreach committee Zoom meeting will be on Thursday, March 11, from 

6:30 to 8 p.m. We welcome your input and ideas as we look ahead to plan 

outreach activities for the upcoming months. Please contact Nancy Roberts 

at nlr7clover@gmail.com to receive the Zoom invitation.  

Scripture on the Go 

Altar Flower Dedication 

If you would like to donate towards the altar flowers in honor or memory of 
someone or some event, please contact Jackie, our Church Admin, by the 
Wednesday prior to the dedication. You can also reserve a Sunday on the Flower 
Chart in the Narthex and two families can each have a dedication, one per bouquet.  

The dedication will be in the bulletin and you can take the flowers home after the late service.  If no one had 
dedicated flowers, and you would like to take one or both bouquets, please talk to Jackie. Each bouquet is 
$20; please designate on your check or envelope “Altar Flowers.” 

Happy Birthday to… 

 

Lenten Services  

Each Wednesday through March 24th @ 7p.m. 

Maundy Thursday, April 1 @ 7p.m. 

Good Friday, April 2 @ 7p.m. 

Easter Services, April 4:  

 Sunrise Service at Grills @ 6:30 a.m. 

 Early Service at Hope @ 8:30 a.m. 

 Late Service at Hope  @ 10:30 a.m. 

mailto:nlr7clover@gmail.com


Places of the Passion Journeying with Jesus During Lent 
 

This Lenten season,  you’re invited to join us for our Midweek Lenten services at 7pm here at Hope where 

we will follow in the footsteps of Jesus, contemplating what happened at each place our Savior stood along 

the path of his Passion for our sake.  Each of these services will explore the meaning, history, and spiritual 

inspiration associated with each location we visit.  Here is what you can expect! 

 

 

March 3rd: We head to the Mount of Olives, where Jesus went with his 

disciples to pray.  We are called to find places to pray this Lent and seek 

the will of the Lord in our own lives. 

 

 

 

 

March 10th:  We turn our attention to Gethsemane where Jesus is      

betrayed and arrested in this garden under cover of darkness.  We witness 

Jesus being taken away by soldiers, but we know that his journey toward 

the cross will take away our sins. 

 

 

March 17th:  We go to the Courtyard, outside of where Jesus is put on 

trial before the high priest and where Peter denies Jesus.  We are called to 

confess that we often tend to distance ourselves from Christ, when we 

should be drawing closer to him. 

 

 
 
March 24th:  We visit Pilate’s Judgement Hall, where Pilate is positioned 

here to set Jesus Free, but turns him over to be crucified instead.  We are 

called to remember that the judgment that should have been placed on us 

was placed on him that we might be free. 

 

 

Palm Sunday – March 28th:  On Palm Sunday, we will journey to      

Bethphage, the place where the ride into Jerusalem on a donkey begins for 

Jesus.  It is here where we discover that Jesus is a humble King who serves 

as he heads toward the cross. 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday – April 1st:  On this night, we will climb the stairs to 

the Upper Room to join the disciples in receiving the body and blood of 

Christ in bread and wine.  We are reminded here that Jesus sets a place at 

the table for each of us, even though he knows all that we have done.  

Amazingly, we find that he is willing to give completely of himself to forgive 
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Good Friday – April 2nd:  Here we will stand at the foot of the cross 

on Golgotha, the Place of the Skull, where the crucified Christ breathes 

his last for our sake.  His suffering is in plain view, as well as his great 

love.  His death redeems us all. 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday – April 4th:  On Easter Sunday, we will marvel with the 

women at the garden tomb – now empty – and hear the good news from 

the angel: “He has risen, just as he said.”  All fear is gone because Jesus is 

alive and all faith is found in his words of comfort and peace. 

 
We’d love for you to walk with us on Wednesday nights at 7pm, but if you aren’t able to join us in-person, 

you can participate in a pre-recorded, online version of the service by going to youtube.com and searching 

for “Hope Lutheran Church – Melbourne, Florida”.  God’s blessings to you this Lenten season! 
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LWML Happenings 

 

“I AM the Alpha and Omega, the first 

  and the last” Revelations 22:13 

This is the theme of the Lutheran Women  

Missionary League National Convention  

being held in Lexington, Ky on June 24-27, 2021 
 

 

“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you” Isaiah 43:2 

The LWML FL-GA DISTRICT RETREAT  

will be held at the Crowne Plaza Oceanfront Hotel in  

Melbourne, Fl. On September 24-26, 2021 

 

The LWML Space Coast Zone Rally will be held at Faith “Viera” Lutheran Church. The tentative date is    

Saturday, April 10,2021. RSVP #attending by April 1 to Bunnie Koelsch at Bunniek49.bk@gmail.com or 321-

432-4419. 
 

 

If you have any questions regarding these events, you can contact Phyllis Derda, Hope L. C. Society President 

at phyllislwml@gmail.com or Bunnie Koelsch, Space Coast Zone President at bunnie49.bk@gmail.com  

mailto:phyllislwml@gmail.com
mailto:bunnie49.bk@gmail.com


Pink Bracelet Workshop 

The pink beading ministry for cancer patients is doing well as the group is achieving their 

goal of making at least 30 bracelets per month. The next meeting at church is Friday, 

March 5, from 6-7 p.m.  If you need more information and/or would like to do beading at 

home, contact Janet Duddy. 
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Bakers’ Blessing on the Road 

If you are a cookie baker, please be sure to sign up!  The sign up sheet March 

is in the narthex. Cookies for March will go to Pineapple Cove, right next 

door! Check with Nancy Sutter if you have questions. 

Support Hope through online giving today! 

Your generosity goes a long way in helping Hope fulfill God’s mission in Melbourne and 

beyond and we want to thank you for supporting our ministry! You can give at 

hopebrevard.org/give or by scanning the QR code to the left. 

Homeless Kits Available 

Don’t forget to grab a homeless kit or two to hand out as you go out and about! Many of you 

have shared very meaningful experiences from this ministry...let God’s love shine! 

Hope for Local Businesses  

For March, our Hope for Local Businesses restaurant will be El Chicos! To show 

our support to this business:  
-Keep them in your regular prayers,  

 -For protection for staff and patrons from getting COVID or other    

 illnesses. 

 -That their business and their employees would thrive even with the challenges of COVID. 

    -Eat there as a Hope Family on March 25th @ 5pm. RSVP to Jackie. 

    -Eat there as a family sometime on your own or order curbside to go! 

If you are able to make dine at the restaurant or order curbside, remember to wear your “got hope?” shirt 

when you go, or maybe even let your server know Hope cares! 

 

Food on the 

The Genesis Food Pantry’s big needs right now are peanut butter, hamburger  

helper and cereal, but all donations are appreciated. Food donations can be placed 

in the narthex. Contact Nancy Sutter, if you are able to help in the pantry. Thanks!  

Family Promise Taco Dinners 

Hope is providing a taco meal for Family Promise families on Monday, March 22. Use the 

sign-up genius to indicate how you can help with one or more meal items. Dorothee 

Jones is our contact person, if you have questions. 
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Hope Outreach Committee has created Loving Stitches Sewing Group for projects that will 

benefit those in nursing home and memory care facilities. Loving Stitches was also contacted 

by New Life Mission, a local group that needs folks that could sew projects, teach others to 

sew, or work on their sewing machines. Our first project is “fidget lap blankets.” They have textured      

materials to touch, which is helpful for people with dementia. The  blankets will be going to facilities mostly, 

however individuals can also receive them. Everyone interested in sewing on the projects, will receive     

materials and instructions for the project to work on at home. The lap blankets will have a 6-month     

deadline. If you have some items you would like to give away, such as zippers (7 inch), buttons, regular or 

textured material, and Velcro, we would much appreciate any donations.  

Loving Stitches Sewing Group 

Ministry of the Month 

   The February Ministry of the Month is Daily Bread, a soup kitchen—and much more!— 

   located at 412 East New Haven in Melbourne. Daily Bread’s mission is to ensure that no one 

   faces hunger or homelessness alone. Feeding the hungry and the homeless is an important 

part of what they do, but they also help people move forward in their lives, and for homeless people that 

means helping them find their way home. Each day they provide 220-275 nutritious meals for hungry and/or 

homeless neighbors. More than 1000 individuals receive healthcare, case management, employment,      

transitional, and social support services.  
 

The outreach committee has selected the SELC District’s first church in India as its 

Mission of the Month for March. Currently the church building is under construction. 

They are getting closer to the final stages of construction despite delays from the 

government and Covid. The project is in need of financial assistance, to the point that 

the pastor has been giving money from his personal funds to continue construction. We ask for prayers for 

this ministry, and we will explore developing more ties with this congregation in India.  

Hope Helps a New Ministry! 
This past month, Hope was able to support a new ministry in Uganda called “Our Call   

Missions” by donating the needed funds so they could replace their water tower stand 

which was falling apart.  Here’s a little bit about “Our Call Missions” and the work they do 

for the children of Uganda from their website: Uganda has a history of war, corruption, and 

poverty. We believe the trajectory of the country’s future can be changed by raising a new       

generation to think critically, problem solve, and see the world through the lens of Jesus Christ. Our vision is to help 

create a biblical worldview through education and discipleship, to bring as many as possible the love of Jesus Christ, 

and to serve the next generation of children. Our mission is serving the Lord according to His Word through training 

teachers and educators and equipping schools with Roots to Fruits curriculum and doing so in harmony with the   

country’s education regulations where possible. 

 

Pastor James’ cousin, Elizabeth Corless-Onekalit, currently serves with “Our Call         

Missions” and is how we learned of the need they had in their community.  Here is a bit 

about Elizabeth: Elizabeth has lived in East Africa for 7 years. Starting out as a writer for Roots 

to Fruits, she is currently the Roots to Fruits Project Manager. Her desire is to see quality         

education for the masses and for others to know their true identity in Christ. We hope to be able to have a Zoom           

conversation with Elizabeth soon where we can learn more about this mission and ministry to the children of 

Uganda! Thank you, Hope, for being so willing to help this important ministry! 



Hope Lutheran Church 

Phone: 321.622.6126 

Email: pastor@hopebrevard.org 

Facebook: @hopebrevard 

4541 N Wickham oad 

Melbourne FL 32935 

www.hopebrevard.org 

A Church Committed to Reaching Out with the Gospel of Jesus.  

 

Be a Friend 

By being students of Jesus’ Way we’ll grow in our knowledge of the Bible, what it means to 

be a Lutheran and be better equipped to share Him more compassionately with others. Each 

week we find ways to learn more about who Jesus is and what He taught while He was on 

earth.  

As we go into the world we seek to bless others. We find ways to lighten the load of those 

around us, encouraging them as we live alongside them. We do this through speaking words 

of encouragement, committing acts of kindness, and offering thoughtful gifts to those God 

places in our lives.  

We recognize that life was not meant to be lived alone. Each week we are to be intentional 

about spending time with others.  As we connect with others we find support in friendship 

and see ways that we can serve the people around us.  

Be a Student 

Be a Blessing 

The Family of Hope 


