
Free to Serve 
“A Christian is perfectly free lord of all, subject to none.  A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject of 

all, subject to all.” – Martin Luther, On Christian Liberty 

 

     In just about a month, families and friends will gather together for 

cookouts and picnics to commemorate the freedom that we have as a 

people who live in the most free and wonderful nation in the world.  

We’ll be moved by heart-felt renditions of “The Star-Spangled Banner” 

and “God Bless America”.  We’ll proudly hang out American flags 

outside our homes and buy t-shirts that don the same pride-inducing red

-white-and-blue.  We’ll do all of this to celebrate the freedom that our 

country has enjoyed for over 200 years. 

     But even as we celebrate our collective freedom as Americans, it’s 

more important to remember and celebrate the freedom we have been 

given in Christ.  Paul tells us in Galatians 5:1, “For freedom Christ 

has set us free…”  Think about that freedom we now enjoy in Jesus.  

No longer are we bound to sin.  No longer are we subject to its consequences.  No longer are we held 
captive by the evil one.  We are free.  Because of what Jesus has done for us by dying on the cross and 

rising from the dead, we are completely and totally…FREE. 

     In his book “On Christian Liberty”, Martin Luther gives us a wonderful thing to ponder. He says, “A 

Christian is perfectly free lord of all, subject to none.  A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject of all, 

subject to all.” That’s a pretty profound thing to think about.   

     As Christians, we are completely free.  Jesus has died for our sins; we are no longer subject to their 

consequences.  Jesus has completely and perfectly fulfilled God’s requirements, and his righteousness is 

given to us.  We aren’t bound to anybody or anything at all because we are completely free in Jesus… 

     …but, we are also servants.  Servants to all people.  Subjects of all people.  Subject to all people.  In 

other words, we haven’t been set free just to lay claim to our freedom and to hold it over the heads of 

others.  Instead, we’ve been set free so that we might serve others and by serving, show others the love 

of Jesus. 

     Paul says in Philippians 2, “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 

others more significant than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own interests, 

but also to the interests of others.”  This is what it means to be free to serve others.  Counting 

others as more significant.  Counting their needs as more important.  Counting their interests as better 

than your own.  The freedom we have in Jesus is what moves us to have the same heart and mind of Jesus 

when it comes to serving those around us. 

     So then, this summer, as you gather around the grill to take in your third bratwurst in an hour, as you 

pick out your favorite Independence Day themed attire, as you celebrate the freedom you have as an 

American, celebrate first the freedom you have as a Christian, then, go and serve your neighbor.  Invite 

him to the party.  Learn about who they are.  Be curious about their story.  Serve them.  Be subject to 

them.  And as you do that, you’ll be showing them the hands and feet, the love, of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus. 

 

Your Brother in Christ,  

Pastor James 
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Pastor James and Pastor AJ Mastic of Renewal Church in Denver, Colorado, host a weekly 

video podcast called Scripture on the Go aimed at helping you to grow in your faith and in 

your knowledge of the Scriptures. Go to www.scriptureonthego.org to download the 

reading plan and like the Scripture on the Go Facebook page at www.facebook.com/

scriptureonthego to join the conversation. Dive into God’s Word and see what it has to say! 
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Zoom Life Group Discussing Apostles’ Creed 

Pastor James’ sermon topic for May and June is the Apostles’ Creed. If you would 

like to join a Zoom sermon discussion on Monday evenings at 7:30 p.m., 

contact Dorothee Jones who will be facilitating the group.  The discussion group 

is starting June 7 and will meet every Monday evening through June – join us for 

a weekday lift! 

Scripture on the Go 

Bible Studies 

• Wednesday Women’s Bible Study – Join us June 9 and 16 at 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. as 

we watch The Case for Christ followed by a lively discussion. We are meeting again in person 

with coffee or tea in the Fellowship Hall and masks are optional.  The rest of the summer we 

will discuss various topics (no homework).  Contact Dorothee Jones for more information. 

• Wednesday Men’s Bible Study will not meet during the summer.  

• Women of Hope Saturday mornings, led by Nancy Gray meets@ 10:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. Nancy Gray walks 

us through the readings for the upcoming Sunday worship service.  

• Contact Pastor James or Dorothee if you need assistance getting connected to one of our Bible studies! 

Wednesday in the Word  

Wednesday in the Word will pause for the summer. Please sure to watch this fall for 

when we will start meeting again! 

Hope will welcome 4 new members during worship services on June 27.  Those 

being welcomed include Austin Powell, Marilyn Treanor and Nancy and Jim 

Wapshott. Be sure to stay in between services for a great opportunity to     

welcome and get to know these new faces! Cake and coffee will be served. 

New Member Welcome June 27 

Hope Cares 

Hope Cares is a program that matches needs of Hope members with the resources that 

are most helpful. This program is a way to help us bless and serve others with our time 

and talents. Hope Cares is also there to help in a time of need.  Those involved can bring 

meals, give rides to church or other places, share greeting cards, or visit those who are in 

need.  Hope has helped many people through this program with visits, meals and transportation. If you would like to 

bless others in this way, there are gold-colored sheets in the Narthex for you to fill out and let us know where you can 

help. If you have already filled a sheet out but you would like to change your selections, just fill out another with your 

new choices and we will adjust your activity choices. 
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Happy Anniversary to… 

Nancy & Glen Gray  6      23 years 

Dan & Sherry Goodrich 9 42 years 

Marcia & Jim Ridenour 18 60 years 

Tracey & Dan Spradling 25 5 Years 

 

Kevin Montague 1 

Achi Jones 2 

John Koenig lll 2 

George Smith 2 

Matthew Thompson, Jr. 3 

Dennis Sheppard 5 

Claudia Irvine 6 

Bunnie Koelsch 9 

Scott Cooper 15 

Jerry Mueller 17 

Altar Flower Dedication 

If you would like to donate towards the altar flowers in honor or memory of someone or some 

event, please contact Jackie, our Church Admin, by the Wednesday prior to the dedication. You 

can also reserve a Sunday on the Flower Chart in the Narthex and two families can each have a 

dedication, one per bouquet.  The dedication will be in the bulletin and you can take the flowers home after the late 

service.  If no one had dedicated flowers, and you would like to take one or both bouquets, please talk to Jackie. Each 

bouquet is $20; please designate on your check or envelope “Altar Flowers.” 

Happy Birthday to… 

Brigitta Jones 19 

Barbara Moore 24 

Glen Gray 25 

Nelson Serrate 26 

Beth Hazley 27 

Kimberly and Melissa Sutter 30 

Linda Miller 30 

Help Wanted 

Support Hope through online giving today! 

Your generosity goes a long way in helping Hope fulfill God’s mission in Melbourne and beyond and Thank 

you for supporting our ministry! You can give at hopebrevard.org/give or by scanning the QR code. 

Bunnie is looking for someone to be in charge of altar flowers. Contact her for information on 

what the job would entail.  

Treasured VBS2021! 

VBS planning will really gear up in June! Thanks to all those who have volunteered and have spon-

sored students. There is still room for more help! 3 more crew leaders are absolutely needed to 

make VBS is successful...but any help you would like to give is truly appreciated. Talk to Jackie if 

you can lend a hand for VBS, July 19-23.  

Hope Hangouts-Summer Edition! 

Join us for fellowship as Hope Hangouts-Summer Edition kicks off on June 30th! Our “Take Me 

Out to the Ballgame” event will start at 6:30pm and will include foods you would find at stadium, 

hotdogs, chips, popcorn, etc. Be sure to wear your favorite sports gear and watch for a sign-up 

sheet for food. Contact Marie Rhudy with any questions. 
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Bakers’ Blessing on the Road 

Bakers’ Blessings on the Road is headed to local fire stations in June. Be sure to check 

the sign up sheet in the narthex to see how you can help. For more information, 

contact Nancy Sutter. 

Hope for Local Businesses  

Our June Hope for Local Businesses restaurant will be Hemingway’s Tavern. While the 

COVID situation continues to improve, we still want to make sure to be a light to our 

community and a support to our local businesses! Throughout June, please pray for   

Hemingway’s Tavern, that their business and employees thrive and that patrons are 

blessed by their establishment. We will dine out as a Hope family on June  27th at 5pm.  

Please RSVP to Jackie. If you can’t make it for our meal together, consider eating there or taking it to go anytime in 

June as a way to support their business.  

ShopWithScrip! 

Hope has been approved for a fund raising program known as ShopWithScrip. It provides us with 

the opportunity to offer our members gift cards for a vast variety of businesses. Among the   

hundreds of cards are gas stations, restaurants, pharmacies, auto supply store, theatres,          

departments store and Amazon to name a few. Each time you make a purchase, money will be 

sent to Hope in the form of a rebate. The money will be used to supplement the Pastor         

Discretionary Fund. More details to follow...There has been an unexpected delay in launching the ShopWithScrip   

program for Hope.  We look forward to introducing the program mid-summer. Linda Miller will be coordinator for 

ShopWithScrip. 

Genesis Food Pantry 

Food on the First is coming up again on June 6th. Your donations of canned meat, soup and 

peanut butter are especially appreciated this month, but all food items are welcomed. Cash 

donations are very helpful also and will allow the Genesis Food Pantry to purchase food at 

much better prices than the normal grocery store offers; cash donation envelopes are       

available in the narthex basket and may be placed in the offering plate. In addition, the pantry 

can make use of plastic bags and also cloth grocery bags (useful to pantry patrons without  

vehicles). There are opportunities to volunteer to help at the pantry especially during the  

summer. Nancy Sutter is the contact person if you have questions. 

Pink Bracelet Workshop 

Get in touch with your “crafty self”! The pink beading ministry will meet on Friday, June 4 from 6

-7 p.m. in the church fellowship hall. Everyone—both men and women—are welcome to join 

this time of fellowship and bracelet making for cancer patients. All materials are provided; 

contact Janet Duddy for more information. 

Outreach Meeting 

The next outreach committee Zoom meeting will be held on Thursday, June 10th, from 6:30-

8:00 p.m. Please consider joining the outreach group as current and potential ministries are 

discussed; YOU can make a difference! For a Zoom invitation, please get in touch with Nancy Roberts. 
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The “Take-Home-and-Sew” kits for the fidget mats are ready for pick-up in the Narthex.  Just sign 

the sign-up sheet and write in the number of kits you take.  If you need to have some delivered 

because you’re not coming by the church, just let Deaconess Lois know and we will set up        

delivery. This is our very first project and will last for 6-months. Any questions contact Deaconess 

Lois 321-536-0430 or Phyllis Derda 321-508-8980.  

Loving Stitches Sewing Group 

Ministry of the Month 

The Ministry of the Month for June is The Children’s Hunger Project, a familiar 

ministry to many folks at Hope and residents of Brevard County. The existence of 

TCHP goes back to the fact that many students who receive food at school during the week have few food resources 

at home on the weekends; proper nutrition is the foundation for school success, and weekend food helps prepare   

children to be more successful learners on Monday mornings. Over 50 per cent of Brevard public school students   

receive free and/or reduced-price breakfast and lunch during the week, but the TCHP backpack program is designed to 

provide a pack of food for the weekend for hungry children. The program started about ten years ago with one school 

serving 27 children and has grown to 46 schools serving over 2400 children. Volunteer opportunities (including packing 

meals at the Cocoa location) and various fundraising events are listed on their website at thechildrenshungerpro-

ject.org.  

Homeless Kits Available 

Don’t forget to grab a homeless kit or two to hand out as you go out and about! Many of you 

have shared very meaningful experiences from this ministry...let God’s love shine! 

Family Promise Taco Dinners 

Hope is providing a taco meal for Family Promise families on Monday, June 21. A Signup Genius 

will be sent out closer to the date. Dorothee Jones is our contact person, if you have questions. 

Hope for the Environment is rolling along as we get into the habit of saving our plastic bottle caps. 

A reminder for this collection: only plastic bottle caps may be used; metal bottle caps, wine 

corks, and other non-plastic caps are not included in this collection. Thanks for remembering to 

save and donate your plastic bottle caps and for helping the Indian River lagoon. 

Hope for the Environment 

Coming soon will be details for...a CITA Mission meal, lap blankets for The Haven, school backpacks 

for Sherwood Elementary, and “Hands on Hope.” Stay tuned! 

Stay Tuned! 

 
May 27, the wo Habitat for Humanity homes were dedicated and Pastor James, Jackie, and 

Dave and Nancy Roberts were able to present the Mack family and the Perez-Vazquez   

family with the cleaning supply baskets, crosses and Walmart gift cards from Hope! Thanks 

for your generosity and support for this important project and praise  Jesus for the great things He continues to do in 

our community!  

Habitat for Humanity 



Be a Friend 

By being students of Jesus’ Way we’ll grow in our knowledge of the Bible, what it means to 

be a Lutheran and be better equipped to share Him more compassionately with others. Each 

week we find ways to learn more about who Jesus is and what He taught while He was on 

earth.  

As we go into the world we seek to bless others. We find ways to lighten the load of those 

around us, encouraging them as we live alongside them. We do this through speaking words 

of encouragement, committing acts of kindness, and offering thoughtful gifts to those God 

places in our lives.  

We recognize that life was not meant to be lived alone. Each week we are to be intentional 

about spending time with others.  As we connect with others we find support in friendship 

and see ways that we can serve the people around us.  

Be a Student 

Be a Blessing 

The Family of Hope 

LWML Happenings 

 

“I AM the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last” Revelations 22:13 

This is the theme of the Lutheran Women Missionary League  

National Convention being held in Lexington, Ky on June 24-27, 2021 

 

“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you” Isaiah 43:2 

The LWML FL-GA DISTRICT RETREAT will be held at the Crowne Plaza  

Oceanfront Hotel in Melbourne, Fl. On September 24-26, 2021 
 

If you have any questions regarding these events, you can contact Phyllis Derda, Hope L. C. Society President 

at phyllislwml@gmail.com or Bunnie Koelsch, Space Coast Zone President at bunnie49.bk@gmail.com  

Hope Lutheran Church 

Phone: 321.622.6126 

Email: pastor@hopebrevard.org 

Facebook: @hopebrevard 

4541 N Wickham oad 

Melbourne FL 32935 

www.hopebrevard.org 

A Church Committed to Reaching Out with the Gospel of Jesus.  
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