
A Fresh Start 
 

Greetings in Christ! May the Peace of the Lord be 
upon You and Your Family. 

 
If you’ve ever been to the gym at the new year (or 
even on a Monday), you’ll notice it’s a bit more 
crowded than usual. Whatever cookies one indulged in—or 5:00 a.m. exercise 
classes were missed—they are long forgotten. It’s a NEW day, and everyone has a 
bolstered sense of motivation and purpose. Psychologists have coined a term for this 
and other similar “get ’er done” moments of inspiration. They call it the “fresh-start 
effect.” It’s the notation that we all have a way of making progress toward our goals 
during transitional time periods; like from an old year to a new one, returning to 
‘normal’ after a global pandemic, or selecting a new pastor. This fresh start effect 
gives us renewed energy to do what we couldn’t seem to muster the strength to do 
before. 
 
From the creation of the world to the final promises of a new heaven and earth, the 
Bible is full of stories of new beginnings. Jeremiah wrote about the Lord’s mercies 
being new each morning. Paul instructs us to forget what lies behind and to reach 
forward to what lies ahead. Rahab went from a prostitute to founding the bloodline 
of Christ. And Jesus Himself often said things like, “I don’t condemn you for your 
past. Go and sin no more”. God is constantly providing opportunities for us to have a 
clean slate, the ultimate fresh start being when He sent His Son to die on the cross 
to give us the gift of a new spiritual life. It was a do-over of epic proportions. And 
when we accept His salvation, He makes us into new creations. “The old things pass 
away; behold, new things have come” . 
 
But the fresh start doesn’t end there. As new creations, we can begin each day by 
dying to our past selves and embracing the present opportunity to live in Christ. At 
any moment, we can renew our minds by remembering what Christ has done for us 
and given to us. We can be freed from the burdens of yesterday and embrace the 
newness of life God gives us. 
 
Do you need a fresh start with God? This month we have New Members, 
Confirmation, Council Elections, and a Pastoral Call vote - all new beginnings and 
fresh starts. Let this month be a new time of reconciliation with your heavenly 
Father. Ask Him for forgiveness and thank Him for the gift of new life. Start reading 
His Word again. Resolve to follow His will for your life. Today is a new day. And 
through Christ, you can do it! Through Christ we can do it! 
 
Dan Spradling 
Hope President 
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Happy Anniversary to… 

Glen & Nancy Gray June 6 
Mark & Raquel Moreno June 8 
Dan & Sherry Goodrich June 9 
Dave & Tammy McLeran June 10 
Dan & Tracey Spradling June 25 

Achi Jones June 2 
John Koenig Jr. June 2 
Raquel Moreno June 2 
George Smith June 2 
Matt Thompson Jr. June 3 
Dennis Sheppard June 5 
Claudia Irvine June 6 
Bunnie Koelsch June 9 
Scott Cooper June 15 
Jerry Mueller June 17 

Brigitta Jones June 19 
Cindy Livingston June 24 
Barbara Hazley Moore June 24 
Glen Gray June 25 
Nelson Serrate June 26 
Beth Hazley June 27 
Linda Miller June 30 
Kimberly Sutter June 30 
Melissa Sutter June 30 

Happy Birthday to... 

Hope Reporter 
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Important Dates in June—Mark your Calendar 

June 7 

We will have the rite of Confirmation for John Mitnik, Bryce Rutledge, and Kasey Rutledge at the late service.  
We will also welcome our newest members, Vern & Vallie Listol (early service) and Ray Diebel (late service). 

June 14 

We will have our congregational meeting with Council reports, elections, and vote on the Call Committee’s 
recommendation to call Rev. James Fernandez.  Council reports and Call Committee recommendation were 
emailed Friday, May 29. 

Join us after the late service on June 14 for an exciting gathering to report on how 
Hope is doing, vote on three council members and vote to extend a call to our 
next pastor.  It’s an exciting time for Hope!   We will not have a potluck and will 
continue to adhere to social distancing rules.  We can have overflow in the 
Narthex and Fellowship Hall (with video), if needed.  Join us for the important 
meeting! 

Congregational Meeting Sunday, June 14 
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June 2020 

Outreach Meeting 

The next outreach meeting will be on Thursday, June 11 at 6:30 p.m. using Zoom.  
Everyone is invited to join in.  Please let Nancy Roberts know if you would like a 
Zoom invitation. 

“Rolling Missions” 
“Rolling Missions” will become the outreach theme as we move 
forward into the summer and perhaps beyond; we will not have 
our usual Mission Week as in years past.  While our plans for 
Mission Week were shaping up nicely, it didn’t seem practical to 
schedule activities with so much uncertainty about future conditions.  Many of our activities involved hands-
on and group participation; agencies would likely not be as receptive to the usual kinds of homemade 
donations; care center visitation and singing would not work out; school backpacks might not be needed in 
the fall.  From our original Mission Week plans we are working on possible “anytime” activities such as 
landscaping and sewing projects and perhaps virtual sessions with missionaries.  More details to follow as 
plans fall into place! 
 
The committee voted to go with the “Rolling Missions” approach as we came across new needs and 
opportunities in our community.  While we have tried in the past to respond to community needs as they 
come to our attention and as we are able, we will especially be alert to opportunities to help at this time of 
so much need.  All congregation members are invited to keep “Rolling Missions” in mind as you hear about 
community needs.  Please contact Nancy Roberts or Dorothee Jones with the need if you think it is within 
the scope of Hope’s ability to help. 

Ministry of the Month 

The outreach Ministry of the Month for April and May is the South Brevard Sharing Center, 
and Hope outreach funds of $1000 will be supporting their efforts to feed needy families and 
the homeless in Melbourne.  June’s Ministry of the Month is Nana’s House which is a group 
children’s home for neglected, abused, needy, or abandoned children in our community. Their 
mission is “to provide a safe, secure, loving home where these children can come and 
experience God’s love and healing.”  They have a ³village” of homes in West Melbourne; 
more information can be found at their website www.nanaschildrenshome.com  

Volunteers Needed 
The Children’s Hunger Project has been working diligently to keep up with the demand for the 
weekend food packages.  They are now giving out over 6000 packages each week, and there is 
a need for workers to help with the packing.  This has been a Mission Week activity in past 
years, and Hope can help out again this year...just with a different process.  They are using nine 
packers at a time in two-hour shifts, and people may set up their time slots to work by going 
on CHP’s Facebook page to use the signup genius.   This is definitely a “Rolling Missions” opportunity! 

Thank you! 
Many thanks for your generous support of our outreach drive-through on May 17th!  
The agencies were so very appreciative, and once more it is evident how Hope can 
indeed be a blessing to our community! 



Sermons online 
Each week we have sermons uploaded to our website at http://hopebrevard.org/
pastors-sermons .  We hope to have the sermons uploaded before 10:30 a.m. on 
Sunday.  Bulletins will still be emailed out to accompany the sermon. 

Worship Team Update—No Cleaning! 
�Now that Hope has hired a cleaning service, we decided to take a look at our Worship 
Teams and reorganize them.  We now have 8 teams, early and late service for each Sunday 
of the month.  Currently, the teams will cover communion set up, readers, greeters, and set 

up. NO MORE CLEANING!  We are also looking to have a substitute list for our Worship Teams.  If you 
can sub on occasion, please just let Bunnie Koelsch know. 

Hope Reporter 
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Altar Care 

We are looking to have an Altar Care Team.  This team would take of changing 
paraments, banners, communion linens and altar candles. If you are interested in being 
a part of this team, please let let Bunnie Koelsch know. 

Worship Team Appreciation Lunch 
We would like to show our appreciation for our Worship Team members and the 
many hours they have put in cleaning on Saturday and serving on Sundays month after 
month.  Worship would not run smoothly without you!  We are (tentatively) having a 
lunch (individual lunches) at Wickham Park on Sunday June 21 at noon.  Signup 
Genisus will be used for RSVP.  Past and present team members will be invited. 

Notes for our Shut-Ins 

There was an article in Florida Today about cards being sent to seniors isolated from 
family and other guests at assisted living, memory care, and other residences.  We have 
three seniors currently isolated: Anna Garton, Jack Kellogg, and Forrest Moser.  We, too, 
can send greetings to them.  So that they don't receive our cards and letters from us all 
at once, we are dividing up the month and our membership into thirds.  If your last name 
begins with A-H, please send your card the first through tenth of the month; I-Q sends 11th - 20th of the 
month, and R-Z sends 21st - 30th of the month.  The last group will be sending the cards out first, as we are 
at the last third of the month.  Of course, you can always send more cards throughout the month.  They do 
enjoy receiving them.  If they have difficulty reading, a staff member helps out. Thank you in advance for 
reaching out to our Hope family members and sending them love and hope during this time of isolation.  

Virtual Bible Studies 

Hope is offering three online Bible studies: 
· Men’s Wednesday Morning Group lead by Pastor Barnette @ 10:00 a.m.—

11:30 a.m. 
· Women’s Wednesday Morning Group lead by Dorothee Jones @ 10:00 

a.m.—11:30 a.m. 
· Women of Hope Saturday morning lead by Nancy Gray @ 10:00 a.m.—

11:00 a.m. 

Let us know if we can help 
you connect to our virtual 
Bible studies! 



The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Naumann and his wife Deaconess Cheryl have sent us a 
wonderful and informative letter to thank Hope for lending support to their 
ministry in the Dominican Republic/Latin America.  They are currently “sheltered in 
place” in the Dominican Republic according to government guidelines until June 
3.  They are working online, he, as chaplain for the LCMS missionaries in Latin 
America Caribbean countries and she, in leading Bible studies for female 
missionaries or missionary wives and in a translation project to provide good Spanish Bible materials for use 
in regional Lutheran churches.  Pastor Jonathan has videos on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCYwHIwqgzAvpo7ecQZ92dmA that you may be interested in viewing.  Please keep this couple and their 
work in your prayers, and stop to read their letter on the outreach bulletin board. 

Missionary News 

Offering Counters Needed After Late Services 
If you attend the late worship service and can stay after worship a little longer, please 
consider helping count the offering.  You will be trained and partnered with another 
volunteer.  Please contact Dave Roberts, our Financial Secretary.  Thank you! 
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Habitat for Humanity 
Habitat for Humanity has reopened their ReStore for limited hours, and they are hoping 
to finish work on a couple of homes in their female veteran village in Cocoa.  One 
dedication is tentatively planned for the middle of June, and we will send along those 
details when they are firmed up.  A representative from Hope will be present to take 
part in the dedication ceremony. 
 

The Habitat/Thrivent Faith Build Home (Remember those 2 X 4s we signed in January?) is now projected to 
have a wall raising in the September/October time frame.  There have been challenges with permits, and 
once they have been obtained, there will be much site work to be done.  So, it will be a while before we will 
be thinking about working on site and serving lunches, but we will be ready! 

Hope has pastors that can give you care when you need it.  Please call or text 
our Head Elder, Kenny Klaehn, and he will contact either Pastor Barnette or 
Pastor Turner to reach out to you.  We also have Pastors Meyr and Duff from 
Faith Viera Lutheran if our retired pastors are unavailable.  We have you 
covered! 

Need Pastoral Care? 

Food on the First  
As the Genesis Food Pantry is temporarily closed, we are collecting food for the 
South Brevard Sharing Center.  They are accepting all non-perishable food items.  
Thank you for all your donations; there is a great need in our community during this 
time.   


