
What Lies Ahead 
 

“Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own.  But one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press 
on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” – 
Philippians 3:13-14 
 

I don’t know if it is a “where were you when” kind of moment, but I think we can all recall what we 
were doing when lockdowns were starting.  I had just finished Ash Wednesday service in Colorado and, in the 
car on the way home, I heard on the news that all the NBA basketball games that were being played that night 
were stopped and fans and players were sent home.  The next day, we got word that we needed to stay at 
home to protect ourselves and those around us.   

As we stand on the edge of a new year and look back, I think we’d all agree that we have been through 
a lot together.  The pandemic has claimed hundreds of thousands of lives.  Baseball season took place in empty 
stadiums.  Social unrest erupted on the streets of cities across the country.  The way we do life and worship 
together as a congregation has changed drastically.  What an exhausting experience 2020 turned out to be!   

So, as January gets started, let’s all just take a deep breath as we dive headlong into 2021.  And, as we 
do that, let’s leave the past in the past and let’s focus on what our Lord has in store for us in the coming year.  
January brings us the start of a new year.   

In Philippians 3, Paul talks about how he endured all kinds of hardship for the sake of Jesus.  In other 
letters to the churches, he goes into great detail about the shipwrecks and the beatings and the being left for 
dead.  And we thought 2020 was bad!  But then he talks about how he doesn’t focus on all the bad things that 
happened to him, but instead he focuses on what is ahead of him, on the good things that will continue to 
drive him toward that ultimate goal of life eternal with his Savior.   

This is my encouragement for us as we begin a new year.  There is no doubt that 2020 was a rough 
experience for us all, and it’s good for us to reflect on how challenging it was, but let’s not dwell on it.  Let’s 
not keep looking over our shoulder at what was.  Instead, let’s focus on what we have ahead of us, because 
we have a lot to be excited about.  God is on the move at Hope and he has a lot in store for us. 

Just think about what we have coming up: 

• In January, we are going to start Wednesday in the Word up again so we can gather together for a time 
of fellowship and faith. 

• In February, we are going to start up a new Life Group program where we will be encouraged to meet 
with one another weekly at one another’s home s or on Zoom. 

• Also in February, we are going to be starting the Being Challenge where we are going to walk through 
the 40 days of Lent together learning how to be more like Jesus. 

• Then, as spring rolls over to summer, we are going to relaunch our mission and vision so that we can 
effectively carry the Gospel to our friends and neighbors here in Melbourne. 

Brothers and sisters in Jesus, there is no doubt 2020 had its challenges.  And there is no doubt that 2021 will 
bring its own trials and tribulations.  But one thing remains the same, we serve a God who loves us and has 
claimed us as his own.  So, let’s press on, let’s focus on what lies ahead and let’s praise him for all the amazing 
things he is going to do.  Happy New Year! 

Your brother in Christ,  
Pastor James  
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Starting in February, Hope will be participating in a church-wide, small-group effort 
to be more like Jesus every day by focusing on 5 keystone habits of Jesus. 

Join us as we grow as disciples of Jesus! 
 

Here is what you can expect: 
 

• In about a month, you will receive a letter in the mail and an email detailing what we will be doing. 
• Every member of Hope will be receiving a copy of the Being Challenge workbook to use as daily  

devotion material and as a discussion primer for your Life Group. 
• You will be invited and strongly encouraged to participate in a Life Group of about 10 people where  

you will be able to get to know one another and grow in your faith. Sign-up cards will be available at  
Hope beginning January 17. 

• Beginning Sunday, February 14, 2021, we will be kicking off the Being Challenge. 

• You will be encouraged to meet with your Life Group during the week to talk about the keystone habit 
introduced on Sunday. 

• Each Sunday a different keystone habit will be introduced as a springboard for Life Group discussions  
in the week ahead. 

 
What are the 5 Keystone Habits of Jesus? 
 

There may be not more important predictor of “future you” than to look at the 
community of “current you.”

The best part of studying Scripture is discovering who our God is, and in the midst of it,  
who we are in light of Him.

In a confusing world, prayer is a powerful tool that allows us to communicate with  
God at any time to receive his direction.

Our world is loud and distracting.  Solitude with God helps us receive much-needed focus  
to keep us in pursuit of Jesus.

Consistently being in a place to receive the Good News of Jesus is one of the best decisions  
we can make in this world.

There’s no better way to grow in our faith and in our walk with Jesus than to strive to be more like him!   
Join us the Lenten season as we take on this 40-day challenge to be like Jesus! 

Faith Alive Class at Hope! 

Have you been worshiping at Hope over the last several months?  Would you like to 

know more about the Christian Faith?  Would you like to learn more about Hope and 

how we follow Jesus here? If so, then Hope’s Faith Alive class is where you need to be!  

On Saturday, January 30 at 10am, Join Pastor James at Hope where he will walk with 

you through the basics of what Hope teaches and believes and how those things help us to grow as  

Disciples of Jesus.  Interested in learning more?  Email Pastor James at pastor.james@hope-brevard.org.   



Virtual Bible Studies 

Hope is offering three online Bible studies: 

• Men’s Wednesday Morning Group lead by Pastor Barnette @ 10:00 a.m.—

11:30 a.m. (resumes January 13) 

• Women’s Wednesday Morning Group lead by Dorothee Jones @  

10:00 a.m. —11:30 a.m. (resumes January 13) 

• Women of Hope Saturday morning lead by Nancy Gray @ 10:00 a.m.—

11:00 a.m. (resumes January 9) 

Let us know if we can help 

you connect to our virtual 

Bible studies! 
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Scripture on the Go 

Pastor James and Pastor AJ Mastic of Renewal Church in Denver, Colorado, host a 

weekly video podcast called Scripture on the Go aimed at helping you to grow in your 

faith and in your knowledge of the Scriptures.  Go to www.scriptureonthego.org to 

download the reading plan and like the Scripture on the Go Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/scriptureonthego to join the conversation.  Dive into God’s Word 

and see what it has to say! 

Happy Anniversary to… 

Dave & Leslie Heumann Jan 8    38 years 

Happy Birthday to… 

Rich Sutter Jan 1 
Kathleen Allison Jan 2 
Ryan & Robbie Sass Jan 5 
Hayley Gordon Jan 6 
Avery Hintz Jan 6 
David Roberts Jan 7 
Carolyn Simmons Jan 7 
David McLeran Jan 9 
Ron Paul Jan 12 
Mark Stewart Jan 14 

Andrew Stewart Jan 14 

Dave Heumann Jan 17 
Joline Irvine Jan 19 
Logan McLaughlin Jan 23 
Linda Mueller Jan 23 
Caroline Koenig Jan 24 
Jenny Snyder Jan 24 
Jared Sass Jan 27 
Bev Quilitzsch Jan 31 

Wednesday in the Word Resumes  

Join us every Wednesday starting January 20, for Worship and 6:45 p.m. for 

Bible study.  Pastor James is leading adults in the sanctuary. The evening 

ends at 7:30 p.m.  You may take part of either or both events.  It’s a great 

midweek lift! 

Dear Hope Family, 

Happy New Year and many, many thanks for all your cards, kind words, and most 
generous gifts during the holiday season!  It is a blessing to serve alongside you! May 
God richly bless each and every one of you in 2021. 
 

                          Pastor James, Sister Lois Diebel, Kathy Burrier, and Dorothee Jones 



Pink Bracelet Workshop 

The pink beading ministry for cancer patients is doing well as the group is achieving their 

goal of making at least 30 bracelets per month.  The next meeting at church is Friday, 

January 8, from 6-7 p.m.  If you need more information and/or would like to do beading 

at home, contact Janet Duddy. 

Outreach Meeting 

Our next outreach Zoom meeting will be held on Thursday, January 14, from 6:30-8:00 

p.m.  We would like your ideas, and everyone is welcome!  Please consider joining our 

meeting as we look at plans for 2021.  Check with Nancy Roberts for a Zoom meeting 

invitation. 
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Fight Child Hunger 5K 

The signup genius deadline for the Fight Hunger 5K Run/Walk is January 3; after you sign 

up on our list, you will be sent the code to use on your official entry for Running Zone.  

The entry fee has already been paid by Hope outreach in support of The Children’s 

Hunger Project and the Central Brevard Sharing Center.  The run/walk is on Saturday, 

January 16, at 8 a.m., and though our “Hope to Finish” team may not end up in first place, 

we know it will be a time of fun and fellowship with a free pancake breakfast afterward not to mention the 

premiere of our new Hope t-shirts. If you need more information, get in touch with Nancy Roberts. 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

The Reverse Advent Calendar food collections are due on Jan. 3, our regular 

collection day for Food on the First.  Thanks to everyone who participated in this 

intentional and thoughtful way to collect food for others! 

Bakers’ Blessing on the Road 

Bakers’ Blessings on the Road will be launched in January, and we are excited 

about serving the groups who regularly make use of Hope’s facilities for their 

meetings.  Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex if you can make cookies 

to show these groups that we care about them and that we are happy to 

have them in our midst.  If you need more information, please contact Nancy 

Sutter. 

Family Promise Taco Dinners 

Family Promise is trying a different approach in the shelter program—that is using a 

local hotel to provide the temporary shelter for families.  That means that they 

need meals!  Hope will deliver our taco meals to 2-3 families on Thursday, January 

7.  Contact Dorothee Jones for information.  Signup for a menu item at   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4FACAF2AA5F94-family 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4FACAF2AA5F94-family


The Genesis Food Pantry’s big needs are soup, peanut butter, cereal, and 

baked beans.  Contact Nancy Sutter if you are able to help.  Thank you! 

Food on the First 

Altar Flower Dedication 

If you would like to donate towards the altar flowers in honor or memory of someone 
or some event, please contact Jackie, our Church Admin, at least by the Wednesday 
prior to the dedication.  You can also reserve a Sunday on the Flower Chart in the 
Narthex and two families can each have a dedication, one per bouquet.  The 
dedication will be in the bulletin and you can take the flowers home after the late service.  Each bouquet is 
$20; please designate on your check or envelope “Altar Flowers.” 

Support Hope through online giving today! 
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Donations for Point in Time Count 

The Point in Time count in Brevard is held each year in January 

to get an idea of the number of homeless persons in the 

county.  Hope is going to help by collecting knitted hats,  

t-shirts, white socks, and general hygiene items which will be 

given out to the homeless individuals who participate in the 

count.  The Sweater Ministry ladies have shifted to making hats for this effort, and we will have a bin in the 

narthex for donations of knitted hats, t-shirts and socks; the narthex basket for hygiene items will be used 

for any general hygiene donations. (We are not doing hygiene kits with specific items this time.)  If possible, 

we would like these items by January 17 to be ready for the count the following weekend.  Contact Nancy 

Roberts if you have questions. 

Hope Tots for You! 

Don’t forget to grab a homeless kit or two to hand out as you go out and about!  Many 

of you have shared very meaningful experiences from this ministry...let God’s love shine! 

Your generosity goes a long way in helping Hope fulfill God’s mission in Melbourne and 

beyond and we want to thank you fo supporting our ministry!  You can give any time 

using the QR Code here: 

Scan to give online 

Homeless Kits Available 

Don’t forget to grab a homeless kit or two to hand out as you go out and about!  Many of 

you have shared very meaningful experiences from this ministry...let God’s love shine! 



Hope Lutheran Church 

Phone: 321.622.6126 

Email: pastor@hopebrevard.org 

Facebook: @hopebrevard 

4541 N Wickham Road 

Melbourne FL 32935 

www.hopebrevard.org 

A Church Committed to Reaching Out with the Gospel of Jesus.  

 

Be a Friend 

By being students of Jesus’ Way we’ll grow in our knowledge of the Bible, what it means to 

be a Lutheran and be better equipped to share Him more compassionately with others. Each 

week we find ways to learn more about who Jesus is and what He taught while He was on 

earth.  

As we go into the world we seek to bless others. We find ways to lighten the load of those 

around us, encouraging them as we live alongside them. We do this through speaking words 

of encouragement, committing acts of kindness, and offering thoughtful gifts to those God 

places in our lives.  

We recognize that life was not meant to be lived alone. Each week we are to be intentional 

about spending time with others.  As we connect with others we find support in friendship 

and see ways that we can serve the people around us.  

Be a Student 

Be a Blessing 

The Family of Hope 


