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Lent Begins Wednesday, February 22nd, 2023 
 
Paul tells us in Ephesians 2 that God is “rich in mercy”, 

and we hear in Exodus 34 that he is “abounding in 

steadfast love.”  The vastness of God’s mercy drove St. 

Paul to his knees causing him to pray that others might 

also “have strength to comprehend with all the saints what 

is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to 

know the love of Christ that surpasses all 

knowledge” (Ephesians 3:18-19).  Such love and mercy 

stirred the souls of God’s Old Testament people too 
causing them to sing, “As high as the heavens are above 

the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who 

fear him…the steadfast love of the lord is from everlasting to everlasting” (Psalm 103:11, 17). 

 

But at the same time, the Bible teaches that all humanity is going to face a final judgement before God, 

and that apart from Jesus, there is no escape from the wrath of God that is coming because of human sin 

and wickedness.  So often, our contemporary Western culture rejects the idea that God punishes.  In a 

setting like this, it is important for us to hear the clear truth about God’s holiness and judgement.     

Without hearing the law and applying it to our lives, there is no real need for the gospel. 

 

And there’s still another challenge.  Sure, the world around us might acknowledge that God is loving and 

merciful, if it acknowledges that God exists at all.  But we can’t assume that the Gospel is also obviously 

and easily known.  The truth is, the love of God in Jesus Christ is no generic, ordinary, common kind of 

love.  The mercy of God for sinners in Jesus Christ is not the kind of mercy that everybody knows 

about. 

 

During our Wednesdays together in the season of Lent, we are going to trace the enormous dimensions 

of God’s merciful love for sinners in Christ.  Each week, we are going to grow in, and rejoice in, “the 

breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses all knowledge.”  We’re 

also going to come to understand each of these dimensions of God’s great love in terms of what Jesus 

has done for us on the cross.  Then, finally, we are going to see how God’s enormous love for us moves 

us to live in love and mercy toward others. 

 

Join us at Hope beginning Ash Wednesday, February 22nd for worship where we will have a service for 

the imposition of ashes and celebrate Holy Communion at 12pm and 7pm.  Then, join us for the         

following Wednesdays in Lent for a Soup supper at 6pm and worship at 7pm.   

 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor James 
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Happy Anniversary to… 

Matt & Amanda Sulick 2     10 Years 

Dennis & Elisa Shepperd 14      50 Years 

Michael & Debi Coran 16 

Laura Monteleone 1 

Tom White 2 

Marie Rhudy 4 

Larry Kerley 6 

Barbara Smith 8 

Happy Birthday to… 

Brett Restivo 14 

Cailea Herheim 14 

Samantha Serrate 19  

Linda Flanner 26  

Peg Sylvester 27 

Next Steps Course Beginning February 4th! 
 

If you have been worshiping with Hope for a while, or even if you’ve only joined us a 

couple of times, we want to invite you to consider coming to our Next Steps course 

beginning Saturday, February 4th at 10am! 
 

Over the four weeks of our Next Steps course, you will learn about Hope’s vision and mission, and we’ll cover 

the basics of the faith we share. Throughout the course, we’ll cover the important roles worship, education, 

service, and fellowship play in helping us to transform into people of hope here in our community while. 
 

If you’re interested in learning more about the Christian faith and what makes Hope a unique place to grow and 

live out that faith, then our Next Steps course is for you! Please email Pastor James at pastor.james@hope-

brevard.org if you have any questions or go to www.hopebrevard.org/education/next-steps to register! 

• Sunday Adult Bible Study meets between services in the sanctuary. Elder 

David Heumann will be continuing his study of the book of Daniel. 

• Children’s Sunday School meets each Sunday between services. Preschool-

VPK meets in the fellowship hall; 1st-4th grades meet in the fellowship hall or 

Pastor’s office; Fifth grade and up meet in the church office. Classes resume on January 8. 

• Wednesday Women’s & Men’s Bible Studies – The Women’s and Men’s Bible Studies meet at the 

church each Wednesday at 10 a.m. The women meet in the Fellowship Hall and are currently using a variety 

of  LWML Bible Studies. The men meet in the Sanctuary and are doing a study of the book of Judges. 

• Wednesday in the Word meets every Wednesday, 6:00-8:00 p.m. We begin the evening at 6:00 p.m. with 

a light meal. Bible Study follows. Currently, we are watching Season 3 of The Chosen and participating in 

discussion after each episode. All are welcome!  

Weekly Bible Studies 

Valentine’s Day Fudge 

To help you with your Valentine's Day shopping, delicious fudge made by Hope members will be 

available for purchase in the Narthex on February 5th. 1/2 pound for $7.00.  
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Church Council Meeting, January  

The next Church Council meeting will be Tuesday, February 21 at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome.  

One Sunday a month beginning this month, Hope will be hosting  Mission Focus 

Talks at the end of our Sunday worship services.  Each month, a ministry leader 

will deliver a two-minute description of a particular ministry focus here at Hope.  As you learn about each of the 

ministry opportunities through our Mission Focus Talks prayerfully consider how you might get plugged into 

what the Lord has us doing in our community!  Our fist Mission Focus Talk will happen on Sunday, February 5th 

so stay tuned! 

The season of Lent is a time for us to reflect on how we fall short of what God expects and to rejoice in the    

passion of our Lord Jesus as he takes our sins, and the sins of the world, upon himself. For our Wednesdays in 

Lent, beginning on February 22 nd with Ash Wednesday, we are going to be following a sermon series titled O 

Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High where we will focus on God’s great love for us, how we see that love 

on display in the suffering and death of Jesus, and how that love moves us to love others. For our Sundays in Lent, 

we are going to be focusing on the assigned Psalms for those weekends reflecting on how what the Psalmists 

write point us to the person and work of Jesus on our behalf. Check out the worship Schedule for our     

Wednesdays and Sundays in lent below: 

 

Wednesdays in Lent 
February 22nd (Ash Wednesday)  

    – “High Love, Down in the Dust” (Genesis 2:7-9, 3:17-24) 

March 1st – “Love So Rich in Provision” (Matthew 6:25-34) 

March 8th – “Love that Spares No Cost” (1 Peter 1:13-21) 

March 15th – “Love that Comes in Many Ways (Luke 24:44-49) 

March 22nd – “Love that Deals Thoroughly with Sin (Micah 8:18-20) 

March 29th – “Love so Broad” (Jonah 3:1-4:4; 4:11) 

April 6th (Maundy Thursday) 

            – “Deepest, Truest Love at Our Lord’s Table (Mark 14:12-26) 

       April 7th (Good Friday) – “Jesus’ Love and the Meaning of Life” (1 Peter 14:-19) 

                     April 9th (Easter Sunday) – “Love that Ends our Fears” (Mark 16:1-8) 

 

Sundays in Lent 
February 26th – “Blessed are the Forgiven” (Psalm 32:1-7) 

March 5th – “Where does my help come from?” (Psalm 121) 

March 12th – “Make a Joyful Noise!” (Psalm 95:1-9) 

March 19th – “You are my refuge” (Psalm 142) 

March 26th – “My Soul Waits” (Psalm 130) 

April 2nd (Palm Sunday) – “This is the Day the Lord Has Made” (Psalm 118:19-29) 

Worship Schedule for the Season of Lent 

Mission Focus Talks 
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For the month of February, we purchased 5 packs of underwear, 6 packs of razors, 12 belts, 6 

mens shorts, 5 bottles 3 in 1 soap with the Thrivent card. We will no longer be using the 

Thrivent cards for Daily Bread but instead we’ll be taking funds directly from the outreach 

funds. This allows us to purchase the most current needs as they often change from the time 

we apply for a Thrivent card to the time we purchase items. Items that are 100% needed 

through the year always are women's underwear, size 6-8, and men's shorts, size 29-34. For February, Daily Bread 

could use men's and women's deodorant roll on or spray versions. Any and all clothing items for men and women 

are always welcomed as well as used sheet sets and towels. Thank you for all your support.   

Calling all runners and walkers…consider joining the Hope team! The    

annual Emerald City 5K Run/Walk will be held at the Church of Viera on 

Friday, February 24, 2023 beginning at 6 p.m. As a “Land of Oz” supporter, 

Hope is sponsoring runners and/or walkers for our “Hope to Finish” team. 

Register at runningzone.com, and be sure sure sign up for Hope’s team. Give a copy of your receipt to Jackie for 

reimbursement by Hope outreach in support of Family Promise. If you have questions, please contact Jackie at 

321-622-6126 or Nancy Roberts at 321-327-4122.  

Family Promise Emerald City 5K 

Pink Beading Ministry 

Everyone is invited to join the pink beading group for an hour of fun and fellowship! The 

group will meet Friday, Feb. 3 from 6 to 7 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Each month 30     

bracelets are given to cancer patients at the Breast Center at Gateway. Come join the group, 

and if you have questions or would like to work on bracelets at home, Please contact Janet 

Duddy at 561-339-1279.  

Hope for the Homeless 

Hope Cares 

It’s a new year, 2023 is here!  It is a great time to fill out a Hope Cares             

gold-colored half sheet, even if you have filled one out before. Hope Cares is a    

program that matches needs with resources. Hope Cares provides choices of ways 

that you can bless others, just fill out a gold sheets with your preferences of ways 

to help. As the requests for transportation, meals delivered to a home, sending greeting cards, or many other 

needs that are requested, volunteers will be contacted to help someone in need. Thank you for being a person 

of Hope in our community. Deaconess Lois Diebel, Hope Cares Facilitator. 

February cookies for Bakers’ Blessings on the Road will be going to Johnson Middle 

School. Cookie bakers are asked to sign up on the narthex sheet and have your    

cookies at Hope by Feb. 19th. We have a change in our routine which will begin this 

month: cookie labels can now be found in the box on the narthex couch in the food pantry corner, and you are 

asked to place your cookies in or beside that box when you bring them in on the 19th. If you need clarification, 

please contact Nancy Sutter at 321-537-2717. 

Baker’s Blessings 
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Ministry of the Month 

Hope’s Ministry of the Month for February is Promise in Brevard. Promise 

was established in 2009 and was designed to provide affordable, independent 

housing for individuals with cognitive and physical disabilities. The model 

community that was envisioned became reality in 2018 when the Promise 

campus opened in West Melbourne. Treasures Thrift Shoppe and Aves’ Place Ice Cream both help support  

Promise. In the last two years opportunities for Promise residents have greatly expanded. Their hydroponic     

garden has been restarted, and Promise helps supply produce for Yellow Dog Cafe. Ten Promise residents have 

part-time employment with the City of West Melbourne in vassembling utility bills. To learn more about Promise 

residents, their numerous activities, and their beautiful facility, check the website at PromiseInBrevard.com.  

Our Food on the First collection will actually occur on the second Sunday in February, the 12th, 

to coincide with the Super Bowl game day and Hope’s traditional friendly fan competition plus       

participation in the Souper Bowl of Caring. You may cheer for your favorite team by placing your 

donations on the team table of your choice, whether it is the Philadelphia Eagles or the Kansas 

City Chiefs. All donations will go to the Genesis Food Pantry, and their needs this month are cereal, Chef        

Boyardee, saltines, kidney beans, spaghetti, and elbow macaroni. Your plastic bags and dozen egg cartons are also 

very much in demand at the pantry and appreciated. With the high demand for food at the pantry, we are going to 

begin using Thrivent Action Team funds each month to supplement what Hope gives to the pantry. To facilitate 

the recording for Thrivent, we would ask that you kindly sign the Thrivent sheet with your name and phone    

number when you bring your donations to the pantry. Please know that all you do to support the food pantry is 

most definitely a way to be Hope in our community! If you have questions about Genesis Pantry or would like to 

volunteer, please check with Nancy Sutter at 321-537-2717. 
  

Hope has participated in the Souper Bowl of Caring since 2013 and even received      

recognition in the past for its Super Bowl competition in collecting donations…thus the 

tradition began! The Souper Bowl of Caring is a large organization with thousands of 

participating groups across the country that collect food and monetary donations      

between Jan. 15 and Mar. 15 to “tackle hunger.” Hope’s record Souper Bowl food     

collection was in 2021 with 300 food items, and our monetary record is $180 in 2020. If you are interested in 

learning more, take a look at their website at tacklehunger.com. 

Food on the First-Souper Bowl of Caring 

Our Seminary Student 

“Our” seminary student in St. Louis, Davin Alberson, appeared in the Fall/Winter issue of Concor-

dia Seminary  magazine. Davin was one of four students featured in an article about the seminary’s     

Resident Field Education program. He serves at an adult day care center for adults with genetic    

disorders such as Down’s Syndrome. Davin says, “By working with people at Young in Spirit I am 

learning how important it is to meet people where they are in life.” A copy of the magazine is on 

the narthex table if you would like to read the article. In a recent email Davin said, “One of my 

passions is working with those who are often overlooked. I spent many years taking care of an elderly disabled 

veteran as a caregiver and technician. It is always a joy working with the elderly and those who are mentally    

impaired.” It is hoped that we can do a Zoom meeting with Davin and his family sometime after Easter. If you 

would be interested in encouraging him in writing, his address is: Davin and Christina Alberson (daughter: Mahli), 

10 Founders Way  Unit A, Clayton, MO 63105. His email is Albersond@csl.edu. Please keep him and his family in 

your prayers. 



Hope Lutheran Church 

Phone: 321.622.6126 

Email: pastor@hopebrevard.org 

Facebook: @hopebrevard 

4541 N Wickham road 

Melbourne FL 32935 

www.hopebrevard.org 

Striving to be people of HOPE in our Community.  

Worship is very important to us here at Hope. It’s a time where we can gather together as 

followers of Jesus and come into contact with our God, who loves us and forgives us. When 

we come together in worship, we pray, praise and give thanks to God for His grace delivered 

to us through His Word and Sacraments. 

In order to be people of Hope in our community, we believe it is vital for each of us to grow 

in our understanding of the God who loves and and forgives us through Jesus. This is why 

Hope provides a variety of educational opportunities as you continue to explore the faith we 

share. Go to www.hopebrevard.org to get plugged in! 

Serving our community has been a part of Hope’s mission since we were planted as a church 

in 2005. This legacy continues still today as the first 11% of our budget every year is 

dedicated to our outreach ministry. Through this ministry of service, Hope provides many 

opportunities for our members to reach into our community with the Hope of Jesus. 

Carrying the HOPE of Jesus to our community by growing together  

through worship, education, service and fellowship. 

We all appreciate when we have a friend or two to walk alongside us as we experience the 

joys and sorrows that we encounter along life’s way. Through our times of fellowship at 

Hope, we deepen the relationships we have with one another and learn how we might best 

bear one another’s burdens. 
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Outreach Report for 2022 

In 2022 Hope’s total outreach expenditures from Hope funds came to $33,987. This includes 

$27,054 for “external missions,” that is for organizations and agencies which exist outside our 

building. For “internal missions,” those outreach ministries that are generated within Hope, a 

total of $5357 was spent. A total of $576 was spent for advertising. In addition, $13,500 in Thrivent Action Team 

funds supported many Hope activities in 2022. Our monthly Food on the First collections for 2022 totaled well 

over 1400 food items and nearly $600 in monetary donations. Hope’s contribution for LWML mites totaled almost 

$600. Thank you, Hope!  Praise be to God for the generosity of our Hope members and for the opportunities we 

have to be Hope in our community! 


