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Advent – The Season of Anticipation 
 
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his 

Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those 

who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 

as sons.”– Galatians 4:4-5 

 

The Advent wreath is one of those signs of the season 

that I love.  Each week the anticipation builds as we light 

one candle each week until Christmas Eve when we light 

that big, middle candle, the Christ candle, in celebration of Christ’s first Advent, his first coming to us at 

Christmas.  The Advent wreath serves as a kind of object lesson of Paul’s words from Galatians 4 above.  As 

each candle is lit, we can imagine time growing increasingly full until our Savior and Redeemer is born.   

 

The Advent wreath also serves as a reminder to us that we ought to slow down during this busy time of 

year, and, like Mary, ponder in our hearts what it means that God has come to dwell among us.  Consider 

that for a second.  God, in his love, sent Jesus to be born like one of us, to live like one of us, to suffer like 

one of us, and to die like one of us…and yet, to do it all without sin (Hebrews 4:15).  But most amazing of 

all, Jesus rose from the dead so that, like him, we might live for all eternity.   

 

During this beautiful season, Hope is providing two opportunities for you to slow down, reflect, and      

meditate on the Advent of our King.  First, on Wednesday 

evenings starting December 1st, you are invited to join us for a 

soup supper at 6pm and worship at 7pm.  This year we will be 

following a new order of worship called “Holden Evening     

Prayer” in addition to walking through a sermon series called, 

“When Heaven Met Earth: Advent Answers to Tough Questions.” 

 

Then, on Sunday mornings beginning December 5th, we will be 

diving in to a sermon, Bible Study, and devotional series called 

“Symbols of Salvation: Foretelling Christ’s Birth.”  Through this   

series, we will focus on three Old Testament narratives that 

serve as symbols of Jesus’ coming to share in our humanity: 

the burning bush, the cloud in the tabernacle, and the call 

of Gideon.  We will cap things of on Christmas Eve at 5pm and 7pm as we focus on how the narrative 

of Jesus’ birth is real, not a fairy tale, and how all Scripture finds it’s fulfillment in him. 

 

This time of year can be busy and overwhelming and in the midst of the busyness, the peaceful anticipation 

of Advent can get buried.  So take some time this year to join us in worship, on Wednesdays, Sundays, or 

both, as we, together, light those Advent candles and joyful anticipation of the birth of our Savior! 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor James 
 

*See Page 3 for more information. 
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Happy Anniversary to…  

Dave and Judy Mennicke 14           26 Years 

Dave and Phyllis Derda 21           53 Years 

George and Barb Smith 21            22 Years 

Larry and Roxanne Kerley 28            36 Years 

Llonda Bins-Lohman 1 

Jeanne Sass 4 

Tracy Thompson 4 

Giselle Apostel 7 

Phyllis Derda 7 

Jim Wapshott 7 

Loretta Hand 13 

Dan Goodrich 15 

Tracy Spradling 15 

Happy Birthday to… 

Ray Diebel 17 

Martha Sinclair 21 

Susan Montague 21 

Carl Koelsch 23 

Fredericka Jones 23 

Norm Barnette Jr. 25 

Deborah Turner 27 

Matthew Rutledge 27 

Roxanne Kerley 28 

• Adult Bible Study meets in between services on Sunday mornings. Our 

Elder, David Huemann, is leading this Bible study on our Advent Sermon Series, 

The Symbols of Salvation. 
 

• Children’s Sunday School meets each Sunday between services. Preschool-

Kindergarten meets in the fellowship hall; First-sixth grade meets in the church office. Seventh graders and older 

may join the adult class. 
 

• Wednesday Women’s Bible Study – The Women’s Bible Study will be using a  Bible Study called, Advent: A 

Savior for All People in December. We will meet  December 1, 8 and 15 and then take break until January. All 

women are welcome! Contact the Jackie or Lois for info. 
 

• Wednesday Men’s Bible Study meets in the sanctuary every Wednesday at 10:00 am. In December, the group 

will use a Nurturing the Faith study on 1 Peter. If you would like more information, please contact Steve Apostel 

or Pastor James. 
 
 

• Lifegroups This fall we are revisiting familiar stories of the Old Testament for some deeper discussion. If you 

would like to become involved in a Lifegroup, please talk to Jackie or Pastor James. 

Weekly Bible Studies 

Kyle Burrier 30 

Steve Herheim 30 

Olivia Thompson 31 

Save the date!  We will have the meeting between services, at approximately 9:30 am. We will 

celebrate God’s blessings in 2021, discuss our plan of ministry for 2022 and vote on the budget. 

All members  are encouraged to attend!! 

Congregational Voter’s Meeting, December 12  
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Just a reminder for Thrivent members: now is a good time to direct your Thrivent Choice      

Dollars to the charity of your choice. (That can be Hope Lutheran Church!) Don’t miss out on 

this opportunity! 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

Support Hope through Online Giving 

Your generosity goes a long way in helping Hope fulfill God’s mission in Melbourne and beyond! 

We thank you for supporting our ministry! You can give at hopebrevard.org/give or by scanning the 

QR code. 

Hands on Hope will be in action on Dec. 16th serving a Christmas dinner for the men at the CITA 

Mission. If you can help serve the meal, please sign up on the sign up sheet in the narthex. See Dave 

Roberts if you have questions. 

Hands on Hope 

Jackets and Sweaters for Daily Bread 

Our collection of gently used sweaters and jackets for Daily Bread will continue through             

December. Please check your closets for warmer clothing that you no longer need; there is likely 

someone who could use it and who would appreciate it. 

   Join Us For December Worship Services 
 
   When Heaven Met Earth: Advent Answers to Tough Questions 

   December 1 @ 7pm: The Birth of God: How…and Why?  

                                       – Luke 1:26-38 

   December 8 @ 7pm: The Obedient Child: Did He Know?  

                                       – Luke 2:41-52 

   December 15 @ 7pm: The Man’s Man: Why Would Jesus Ever Cry?  

                                         – Luke 19:41-44; John 11:30-36 

 

 
 

     Symbols of Salvation: Foretelling Christ’s Birth 

     December 5, 8:30am & 10:30am: Old Testament Christmas  

                                                             – Exodus 3:1-14 

     December 12, 8:30am & 10:30am: The Lord Sets Up His Tent Among Us                                          

                                                               – Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38 

     December 19, 8:30am & 10:30am: You Shall Defeat Them as One Man       

                                                               – Judges 6:11-24; 7:2-9 

     *December 24-Christmas Eve @ 5pm & 7pm: The Living Nativity  

                                                                                  – Isaiah 9:2-7  
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Hope for the Homeless 

Thank you all who have donated to our Hope for the Homeless partnering with Daily Bread. We were 

able to donate 28 Sweater/Hoodies and 51 bars of soap for the month of November. There were also 

26 additional hygiene items collected and 19 individual cracker packs. For December, we will be 

purchasing sleeping bags via a Thrivent card/ outreach funds and would like for Hope members to 

donate Q-Tips (best purchased via the dollar tree). We will continue to collect gently used jackets/ 

sweaters and hoodies (Adult size men and women only) throughout December. Hotel toiletries are also collected 

monthly. I was told today that roughly 50 people per day use their showering facilities which amounts to 350 hygiene 

kits being used a week (soap, shampoo, conditioners, etc.). They will always be in need of these items. Thank you all for 

your generosity and your continued efforts to reach out and give Hope to our community.   

Bakers’ Blessing on the Road 

Bakers’ Blessings for December will be for our own Hope shut-ins. Check out the 

details on the sign up sheet in the narthex and help bring Christmas cheer to those 

who are not able to worship with us in person. 

Groundbreaking for the Habitat Faith Build home is tentatively scheduled for January 29, 2022. The 

home will be located near the West Melbourne post office. The future homeowner, Lazitia, has a   

special needs adult daughter, a teenaged granddaughter, and a son who is a college student. Hope is a 

Faith Build partner, and we plan to be involved in 2022 with onsite work and lunches in additions to 

monetary support. 

Habitat Faith Build 

Hope for Local Businesses  

Our December Hope for Local Businesses restaurant will be Grills Seafood Deck & Tiki Bar. 

Throughout December, please pray for Grills, that their employees and patrons are protected 

from illness and that they continue to thrive despite the ongoing effects of the pandemic. We will dine out as a Hope 

family on December 28 at 5pm. Please RSVP to Jackie. Consider eating there or taking it to go anytime in December. 

Runners and walkers, take note: the Fight Hunger 5K is scheduled for January 15, 2022, and 

Hope’s team, “Hope to Finish,” needs participants! The race is popular local one and will be 

held at Viera High School beginning at 8 a.m. Hope is a Silver Star Sponsor for the event, and 

as such, the entry fees for our first ten team members have been paid. Hope will also pay for 

additional Hope entries in support of this fundraiser for The Children’s Hunger Project. If you 

are interested in joining the Hope team, contact Jackie or Nancy Roberts for registration 

information. 

Fight Child Hunger 5k 

Family Promise Taco Dinners 

Our Family Promise taco meal will be delivered on December 6. The sign up genius is out to sign 

up for food donations for the meal. Please be sure your food is delivered to the church by 

Sunday, Dec. 5. Contact Nancy Wapshott if you have questions or need more information. 
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Genesis Food Pantry 

December donations for Food on the First will be due on Dec. 5. The Genesis Food Pantry is 

in need of cereal, canned tuna, canned chicken and Hamburger Helper. Monetary donations, 

plastic bags, dozen egg cartons, and grocery totes are always appreciated. 

Ministry of the Month 

Our outreach Ministry of the Month for December is The Haven for Children. The 

program goal for The Haven for Children, Inc. is to nourish and protect the children 

in its care and guide them toward positive self-growth. These children are victims of 

child abuse and neglect, and frequently they have special emotional and                

developmental needs resulting from abusive family situations. The children often have 

few or no personal possessions when they arrive at The Haven—one of the reasons we chose to make the lap     

blankets for them each year. There is a Thrift Shoppe benefitting The Haven in Indian Harbour Beach, and other ways 

to help, including a Needs and Wish List, can be found on their website thehavenforchildren.com. 

Thank you, thank you, members and friends of Hope for your     participation and support 

for outreach projects, especially in the numerous activities of the past few months. Your 

generosity and care for others has shown God’s love in many ways to our Melbourne     

community; whether you bought     groceries, donated toys, filled an Operation Christmas 

Child box, made a donation, or did any number of other things, it is all appreciated. Thank 

you for being Hope in our community! A blessed Christmas to you all! 

Thank you! 

Pink Bracelet Workshop 

The pink beading group will meet on Friday evening, Dec. 3, from 6-7 p.m. Last month we had a 

record number of participants, and we are hoping that the interest continues. If you would like to 

learn how to make these beautiful bracelets for breast cancer patients, come join in the group for 

productive fun and fellowship.  Contact Janet Duddy if you are interested in learning more about 

the group and/or if you would like bead packets to work on at home. 

Thank you for your overwhelming support of the Guardian ad Litem angel tree gifts! The unwrapped 

gifts are due at church by Sunday, December 5, but we can accept them until Dec. 8th. Be sure to 

attach the angel card to the gift and remember “your child” in prayer. If you have questions, please 

see Linda Miller or Nancy Roberts. 

Gaurdian ad Litem 

The Reverse Advent Calendar begins on December 1, and it provides suggestions for food donations 

for each of the 24 days of Advent before Christmas. The final collection will become our Food on the 

First collection on January 2nd. The calendars can be picked up in the narthex. 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

http://thehavenforchildren.com


Hope Lutheran Church 

Phone: 321.622.6126 

Email: pastor@hopebrevard.org 

Facebook: @hopebrevard 

4541 N Wickham oad 

Melbourne FL 32935 

www.hopebrevard.org 

Striving to be people of HOPE in our Community.  

Worship is very important to us here at Hope. It’s a time where we can gather together as 

followers of Jesus and come into contact with our God, who loves us and forgives us. When 

we come together in worship, we pray, praise and give thanks to God for His grace delivered 

to us through His Word and Sacraments. 

In order to be people of Hope in our community, we believe it is vital for each of us to grow 

in our understanding of the God who loves and and forgives us through Jesus. This is why 

Hope provides a variety of educational opportunities as you continue to explore the faith we 

share. Go to www.hopebrevard.org to get plugged in! 

Serving our community has been a part of Hope’s mission since we were planted as a church 

in 2005. This legacy continues still today as the first 11% of our budget every year is 

dedicated to our outreach ministry. Through this ministry of service, Hope provides many 

opportunities for our members to reach into our community with the Hope of Jesus. 

Carrying the HOPE of Jesus to our community by growing together  

through worship, education, service and fellowship. 

We all appreciate when we have a friend or two to walk alongside us as we experience the 

joys and sorrows that we encounter along life’s way. Through our times of fellowship at 

Hope, we deepen the relationships we have with one another and learn how we might best 

bear one another’s burdens. 
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