
Discussion Questions

1. What in this episode stood out to you?   What was the most 
interesting?  What was the most moving?

2. What characters stood out to you the most?  Which ones were the 
most interesting?

3. The producers used creative license to create some of Simon’s 
backstory.  What did you think of how his character developed through 
that backstory?

4. Simon was feeling desperate as he fished all night.  Have you ever had 
an experience like that?

5. Jesus provided for Simon’s physical need, but the miracle was more 
than that.  He changed Simon’s mindset and called him to something 
more.   Not to riches, but to spread the good news for the sake of the 
souls of others.  What “soul work” have we been called to?

6. What are some new things that we learned about Matthew in this 
episode? 

7. Andrew met Jesus through John the Baptist and is very confident they 
he is the Messiah.  What do you think about his desire for Simon to 
know Jesus?  Who are some people you know that you would love for 
them to meet Jesus?
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Scripture References 
Matthew 3:1-7	 Matthew 4:18-22

Matthew 13:47-52	 Luke 5:1-11

Luke 8:10	 John 3:1-12

John 21


Characters 
Jesus, Matthew, James, John, Andrew, Peter, Nicodemus, John the Baptist, 
Joseph of Arimethea, Zebedee


Episode Synopsis 
In this episode, Simon is in a difficult spot with the Romans and is going to 
learn that he is not in control.  We also get to see Jesus first encounter with 
these fishermen.

8. Take a look at Exodus 12:22-23 and then read John 1:29.  What is the 
significance of John the Baptist calling Jesus “The Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world?”

9. Take a look at Luke 1:8-17 and Luke 3:1-9.  What is the role of John 
the Baptist?  How is his role similar to our role as followers of Jesus 
and as the Church?

10. John the Baptist was considered a heretic and crazy.  If the religious 
leaders of Jesus’ day were constantly missing the point, is it possible 
that we might be missing some of of Jesus’ most important points in 
our Christian culture today?

11. Jesus told the fishermen that they would become fishers of men.  How 
do you think they first heard that phrase?  How did they later come to 
understand it?  How can that phrase be used to describe our mission 
as followers of Jesus?

12. Some times we can forget how intense the teachings of Jesus were to 
those who first heard them.  His parables and his teachings weren’t 
sanitized, white-washed, feel-good messages a lot of the time.  What 
do you think the impact of this miracle would have meant in the 
contexts of Jesus’ time?

Closing Prayer

Readings for Next Week:
John 2:1-11 (Jesus turns water to wine)
Luke 2:41-52 (The boy Jesus as the temple)


