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“A Many Splendored Thing” 

“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or 

boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not 

insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 

resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 

but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things.” 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

 

     It’s the April rose that only grows in the early Spring 

     Love is natures way of giving a reason to be living 

     Love is a many splendored thing 

 

These are just a few lines from the classic “Love Is A Many Splendored Thing” and they are words that can ring true 

for us a lot of the time.  There are all kinds of things that make love great…lots of very splendid things, that’s for 

sure.  But, if we take a look at Paul’s words from 1 Corinthians 13, we find out that there really is so much more 

to love than it being, “…natures way of giving a reason to be living.”  Moreover, we find out what love really is about 

when we look at the life of Jesus. 
 

To understand what love really is, we have to start by asking, “What is love to Jesus?  How did Jesus show his love to 

others?”  And when we look back through the gospels and follow Jesus through his life here on earth, we see   

Jesus doing many things, splendid things, to show his love…and ultimately God’s love…to those around him.   
 

One example we can find comes from Matthew 16 as the sun was going down one day.  The disciples wanted 

Jesus to send the crowds he was teaching away.  It was the end of the day and they wanted to rest.  But Jesus 

loved the people.  He had compassion on them.  He knew how long the day had been for them and he wanted to 

make sure they were cared for.  So he told them to sit down, and that’s when the most splendid thing happened.  

Jesus fed all the people, over five thousand men, women, and children, with just five loves of bread and two fish!  

Jesus showed his love actively by caring for the needs of the people who had come to hear him teach. 
 

Our culture today tries to teach us that love really is nothing more than “…natures way of giving a reason to be 

living…”, that love is just something that you feel on the inside and, when that feeling is going, so is the love.  But 

St. Paul in the portion of scripture above from 1 Corinthians shows us that love is so much more than just      

feelings.  When we look at the life of Jesus and when we look at the things Paul has to say about love in 1       

Corinthians 13, we can pretty easily draw the conclusion that love can be summed up in one word:  action. In 

Paul’s list, each one of those things can be displayed by doing something for the other person. Being patient when 

your spouse gets on your last nerve.  Being kind when your friend has had a rough day. Being humble when you 

interact with those around you. 
 

Brothers and sisters in Jesus, active love endures all things.  Active love never ends.  Take a look at the life of 

Jesus again.  He loved each and every one of us so much that he gave up his own life so that our relationship with 

our Father in Heaven could be restored.  It’s that active love Jesus that endures still today.  It’s that active love 

of Jesus that fills our hearts and moves us to care for one another. 
 

Your Brother in Jesus,  

Pastor James 
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Happy Anniversary to…  

Scott & Tori Cooper 4   7 Years 

Pat & Karen Landy 12  33 Years 

Ernie & Lois Diebel  15  41 Years 

Del & Sylvia Lonnquist 29  5 Years 

Ernie Diebel 3 

Anna Garton 8 

Carol Overdahl 8 

Nancy Wapshott 12 

Jennifer Decker 15 

Lois Diebel 17 

Happy Birthday to… 

Judie Paul 19 

Jim Ridenour 21 

Forrest Moser 22 

Leslie Heumann 28 

Steve Tabor 29 

LWML News 

     The LWML FL-GA District 38th Biennial Convention will be held at the Hilton, Downtown 

Tampa, September 30 - October 2, 2022. Go to flgalwml.com/convention for more information 

and to register online.  

Rummage Sale 

Rummage through your rummage! Hope’s LWML ladies will be hosting a rummage sale on August 

26 and 27 from 8 a.m. to 3p.m. in the fellowship hall of the church. You may begin bringing your 

smaller rummage items on Sunday, August 14, and we request that larger items not be brought 

until August 21. Please do not bring clothing or shoes. We will begin setting up on Monday,      

August 22 and appreciate all the help we can get! Sign up to work the rummage sale in the Narthex. Proceeds from 

the sale will go to the LWML Fund, which is used to defray costs of retreats, conventions and other activities the 

group participates in. If you have questions or can help, please contact Bunnie Koelsch.  

Hope Women’s Retreat, October 8 

Save the date! Join us for our Hope Women's Retreat on October 8. During our day 

together, we will hear from speaker Gretchen Huesman on the topic, "My Mess, 

His Masterpiece." Huesmann is a wife, mother, author, teacher and speaker who 

has a passion for teaching women all about the Bible. She lives in Pensacola, where 

her husband is a pastor, and has four children. Our participants will also enjoy   

breakfast and lunch together, some time in worship, along with a painting craft led by Sherrie Sinclair.  
 

We hope this will be a wonderful day of fellowship, rest and refection for all in attendance. Registration will 

open around August 15. Be sure to sign up as soon as you are able, as space will be limited. All women are 

welcome!  

http://flgalwml.com/convention
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A Word about Fellowship 

Here at Hope our mission is to grow as people of Hope as we grow together through worship, education,        

fellowship, and service.  Because this is what we are all about here at Hope, it’s important for us to be familiar with 

how those things help us to grow as people of Hope.   
 

Why is Fellowship so important?  We all learned all kinds of new things during the course of the   

pandemic.  Perhaps one of the most important things we learned was the need to be in fellowship, the 

need to be around other people. God didn’t create us to live our lives in isolation.  He didn’t create 

us to live our lives alone.  He created us to live in fellowship with him and with one another.   
 

Each one of us appreciates when we have a friend or two to walk alongside us as we experience the 

joys and sorrows we encounter in life.  Through our times of fellowship at Hope, we deepen the 

relationships with have with one another and we learn how we might best bear one another’s burdens. 
 

More than that, we need each other in order to function as the body of Christ.  Paul says in Romans 12: “For as in one 

body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, 

and individually members one of another.” (Romans 12:4-5).  As Jesus followers, there is no way we can go it alone.  

There is no such thing as a solitary Christian who only needs Jesus but doesn’t need the church.  To need Jesus is to 

need the Church.  And to be a part of the Church is to be a part of an amazing fellowship that loves, cares for, and 

supports one another in Jesus. 
 

Fellowship is part of who we are at Hope.  We pray for each other, we take care of each other, and we love getting 

to know one another so we can continue to best serve one another.  As we grow through fellowship, we will       

continue to grow as people of HOPE in our community! 

Church Council Meeting, July 19 

The next Church Council meeting will be Tuesday, July 19 at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome to attend.  

New Fellowship Coordinator! 

Rachel Stutsman has agreed to be Hope's new fellowship coordinator.  She will be reaching out for    

volunteers for such things as Lenten soup suppers, chili cookoffs, and other food related                  

functions. Thank you Rachel!  

Support Hope through Online Giving 

Your generosity goes a long way in helping Hope fulfill God’s mission in Melbourne and beyond! We 

thank you for supporting our ministry! You can give at hopebrevard.org/give or by scanning the QR 

code to the left. 
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Hope for the Homeless 

For the month of June, 22 bedsheets and 1 18-pk of washcloths were purchased with a Thrivent Card 

for Daily Bread. For July and August, Daily Bread has requested small, medium and 2xl shirt and 

medium and large boxers. Tori will shop for these items and drop them off as soon as Thrivent cards 

arrive.  

Hands On Hope 

Hope is hosting a back-to-school breakfast for the Sherwood staff on Tuesday, Aug. 9 at Hope. This will 

be a great time to meet the folks from Sherwood and have them in our building to acquaint them with 

who we are at Hope. Please check the sign up sheet in the narthex to see how you can help with food 

items and also with serving. Please consider being a part of this activity and welcome the staff to Hope. 

Sherwood Back-to-School Breakfast 

On Saturday, August 6, our Hands on Hope group will be helping at Trinity Lutheran School to    

prepare the school grounds for the new school year. We will be joining members of our sister 

churches Faith Viera and Faith Lutheran in Merritt Island from 9 a.m. to noon. The school is located 

at 1330 S. Fiske Ave., Rockledge, The signup sheet is on the narthex table, and we ask that you 

please consider joining our multi-church work force. For more information, please contact Leslie Heumann. 

Habitat for Humanity Home Dedication 

Everyone is invited to a Habitat home dedication on Aug. 9 at 2697 Fields Ave. SE in Palm Bay at 9 a.m. 

The new     residents will be the Sillaway Family of five, a single mom with two girls and two young boys. 

This is the same home that the Hands on Hope group cleaned a couple of months ago—come to meet 

the family that will live in that home! If you have questions, please see Dave or Nancy Roberts. 

Habitat Connections 

More Habitat home dedications will be coming up in the next few weeks at the Female Veterans Village 

in Cocoa. Hope has been providing baskets of cleaning supplies for the dedications, and we will have 

sign up sheets out soon for Hope members to help with supplies to fill the baskets. Hope also provides 

a $50 gift card and a cross for the new homeowners as a part of our Habitat community outreach. Another new    

connection will be the likelihood that Hope will be called on to help with the construction cleaning of Habitat homes 

in preparation for the new owners. 

If you are a Thrivent member, you can help Hope’s outreach through Thrivent’s Action Team       

program. Through this program, Thrivent donates gift cards to churches to help with education,    

fellowship and service events. Please contact Linda Miller to use your Action Team Applications     

towards Hope’s events.  

Thrivent Action Team Grants 
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Genesis Food Pantry 

Food on the First will be collected on August 7. The Genesis Food Pantry has had to cut back on 

some of the items given out to needy families, and they really could use your donations. For   

August, they are especially in need of cereal, Hamburger Helper, and Cehf Boyardee. Plastic bags are always needed as 

are dozen egg cartons. See Nancy Sutter if you are interested in volunteering and/or have questions about the pantry. 

Ministry of the Month 

Pink Beading Ministry 

Please note a change in the schedule for the pink beading group. They will meet on Aug. 12 from 

6-7 p.m. in the fellowship hall. They make beautiful bracelets for cancer patients, and 30 bracelets 

are given out each month at the Health First Breast Cancer Center. Contact Janet Duddy for 

more details. 

The Ministry of the Month for August is The Children’s Hunger Project, a 

familiar ministry to many folks at Hope and residents of Brevard County. 

The existence of TCHP goes back to the fact that many students who   

receive food at school during the week have few food resources at home on the weekends; proper nutrition is the 

foundation for school success, and weekend food helps prepare children to be more successful learners on Monday 

mornings. Over 50 per cent of Brevard public school students receive free and/or reduced-price breakfast and lunch 

during the week, but the TCHP backpack program is designed to provide a pack of food for the weekend for hungry 

children. The program started about ten years ago with one school serving 27 children and has grown to 46 schools 

serving over 2400 children. New news for them is that they have moved to Shah Center to End Childhood Hunger at 

26 Forrest Ave. in Cocoa. Volunteer opportunities (including packing meals) and various fundraising events are listed 

on their website at thechildrenshungerproject.org., and you may be interested in getting on their mailing list. 

Baker’s Blessings 

Bakers’ Blessings are a great way to be Hope in our community, and this month’s cookies are 

going to the staff at Johnson Middle School. Cookie bakers make 2 1/2 dozen cookies and 

then bag and label them for distribution to local agencies; the sign-up sheet in the narthex provides more details.   

Cookies are due at church on August 21. Nancy Sutter is in charge of this ministry, and questions should be directed to 

her. 

Fleece Blankets 

Sweater Ministry 

Fleece blankets are coming in August, and the fleece kits with instructions will soon be available in 

the narthex. This year at least a part of the blankets will be going to The Haven for Children, and the 

remainder will be going to Greenwood Place. Thanks to Nancy Sutter for coordinating this project. 

If you are a knitter or crocheter, Hope’s Sweater Ministry needs you! We have a group that 

stitches sweaters and hats for Native Americans in northern Minnesota, and we can use 

more folks to help with this project. See Linda Miller for details and yarn. 



Hope Lutheran Church 

Phone: 321.622.6126 

Email: pastor@hopebrevard.org 

Facebook: @hopebrevard 

4541 N Wickham oad 

Melbourne FL 32935 

www.hopebrevard.org 

Striving to be people of HOPE in our Community.  

Worship is very important to us here at Hope. It’s a time where we can gather together as 

followers of Jesus and come into contact with our God, who loves us and forgives us. When 

we come together in worship, we pray, praise and give thanks to God for His grace delivered 

to us through His Word and Sacraments. 

In order to be people of Hope in our community, we believe it is vital for each of us to grow 

in our understanding of the God who loves and and forgives us through Jesus. This is why 

Hope provides a variety of educational opportunities as you continue to explore the faith we 

share. Go to www.hopebrevard.org to get plugged in! 

Serving our community has been a part of Hope’s mission since we were planted as a church 

in 2005. This legacy continues still today as the first 11% of our budget every year is 

dedicated to our outreach ministry. Through this ministry of service, Hope provides many 

opportunities for our members to reach into our community with the Hope of Jesus. 

Carrying the HOPE of Jesus to our community by growing together  

through worship, education, service and fellowship. 

We all appreciate when we have a friend or two to walk alongside us as we experience the 

joys and sorrows that we encounter along life’s way. Through our times of fellowship at 

Hope, we deepen the relationships we have with one another and learn how we might best 

bear one another’s burdens. 
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