
Despair, Excitement, and Mission 
Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; 

but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 

Father, to my God and your God.’’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 

disciples, “I have seen the Lord” – and that he had said these things to her. – 

John 20:17-18 

     It was early in the morning three days after Jesus had been killed and 

laid to rest. Arguably the worst day in the life of Mary Magdalene. Still 

wrestling with the events that unfolded before her eyes just days before, 

her despair was compounded by the fact that the tomb of her beloved teacher was open, and his body 

was nowhere to be found. To just catch one last glimpse of the man who had so dramatically changed her 

life would mean so much, and now, she wouldn’t be able to even do that. Someone had taken his body. 

     Her despair was matched by the others who followed Jesus. They were there when he was taken 

away, but fear captured their hearts and they fled from the horror of that day.  But they knew what 

happened. The reports spread through Jerusalem like wildfire. Their teacher, the man they wanted to be 

king, was dead, and along with him, their dreams of triumph over the Romans. 

     Back at the tomb, Mary continued her search for Jesus.  he even asked the gardener there if she knew 
where he was. If he would only tell her, she could go get him and give him a proper burial once and for 

all.  But she didn’t know who she was talking to. “Mary,” he said to her, and it was all too impossibly 

clear. She knew that voice. She’d heard it thousands of times like the voice of her own father calling to 

her.  It was Jesus and he was alive!   

     In her excitement, she flung he arms around Jesus and held tight so that he would never leave her 

again. The despair of that horrible day was wiped out in an instant and she never wanted to live it again.  

But Jesus had other plans. He understood Mary’s joy and excitement. He had risen from the dead!  But 

his mission would have to continue, and that mission would start with Mary. He needed Mary to let go of 

Jesus for the moment and go and tell the others about what she had seen, about who she had seen.  

Reluctantly, her iron-grip around his waist loosened, she took one last, awe-struck look at the face of her 

beloved rabbi, and ran to tell the others what she had seen. The mission had begun… 

     …And the mission continues still today. This last month, we walked with Jesus as he was betrayed by 

one of his own and went to the cross to die the death of a criminal. On Good Friday, we shared in the 

despair of what sin did to Jesus.  But even through our despair and tears, we know it is something that 

must be done. Our sins need to be atoned for, and Jesus offers himself up as the offering. 

     Then, three days later on Easter morning, with the same joy and excitement of Mary when a risen 

Jesus called her name at the mouth of that empty tomb, we greet one another with the familiar refrain, 

“Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!” And together we rejoice at the great 

thing God has done by defeating that ancient enemy, death. And that excitement then gives way to the 

mission. Just as Mary raced from the embrace of her teacher, brother, friend, and Savior to tell the others 

what she had seen and experienced, we race out into our families, our neighborhoods, and communities 

with the very same message … Jesus has risen from the dead! Death has been swallowed up in victory!   

     This Easter, as with every Easter, we experience the unavoidable despair of Good Friday, the 

inexpressible joy of Easter Sunday, and the missional resolve to share it all with those around us. So, join 

us this Easter as we remember again, the great thing God has done in our Savior Jesus who died and rose 

again for all mankind.   

              Your brother in Jesus, Pastor James 
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Pastor James and Pastor AJ Mastic of Renewal Church in Denver, Colorado, host a weekly 

video podcast called Scripture on the Go aimed at helping you to grow in your faith and in 

your knowledge of the Scriptures. Go to www.scriptureonthego.org to download the 

reading plan and like the Scripture on the Go Facebook page at www.facebook.com/

scriptureonthego to join the conversation. Dive into God’s Word and see what it has to 

say! 
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Life Groups – To Be Continued… 

Stay tuned for the continuation of our Life Group ministry at 

Hope.  Discipleship is part of who we are at Hope and you'll be 

hearing more about it as we move forward with the vision God has 

given us. Life Groups will play a major role as we live out our life 

together in fellowship, learning, and service!  

Scripture on the Go 

Virtual Bible Studies 

• The simple truth is life is full of regrets. Imprinted on our psyches, 

some resist all attempts at erasure. What do we do when the 

condemning memory of past offense(s) won't be silenced? Is there a 

way out beyond our backstory? Regrets, Reality, Restoration shows 
there is, by sharing the life stories of those who have found resolution 

and victory over the heartache of their pasts. Join the Men's and Women's Wednesday morning Bible 

studies at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom beginning April 7. The Men’s Wednesday Morning Group is led by Pastor 

James; the Women’s Wednesday Morning Group is led by Dorothee Jones. Contact the office to get the 

Zoom invitation. 

• Women of Hope Saturday mornings, led by Nancy Gray meets@ 10:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. Nancy Gray 

walks us through the readings for the upcoming Sunday worship service.  

• Contact Pastor James or Jackie if you need assistance getting connected to one of our Bible studies! 

Wednesday in the Word  

Beginning again April 14th, join us every Wednesday night for Worship at 6:30 

p.m. and Bible study at 6:45 p.m. Pastor James is leading adults in the 

sanctuary. The evening ends at 7:30 p.m. You may take part of either or both 

events.  It’s a great midweek lift! 

Hope will host our 2021 Treasured VBS July 19-23! During VBS this year, we 

will learn about how God knows us, forgives us and treasures each one of us! 

We will have our first planning meeting between services on April 25th. 

Whether you want help with music, crafts, decorations, etc., we would love 

your help in planning this exciting week for the kids in our church and      

community!  

2021 VBS at Hope!! 
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Happy Anniversary to… 

Bill and Beverly Quilitzsch April 17 

Gabriel Montague 4 

Kasey Rutledge 5 

Doris Balvanz 6 

Matthew Thompson, Sr. 12 

Vallie Listol 13 

Tori Cooper 15 

Altar Flower Dedication 

If you would like to donate towards the altar flowers in honor or memory of 
someone or some event, please contact Jackie, our Church Admin, by the 
Wednesday prior to the dedication. You can also reserve a Sunday on the Flower 
Chart in the Narthex and two families can each have a dedication, one per bouquet.  

The dedication will be in the bulletin and you can take the flowers home after the late service.  If no one had 
dedicated flowers, and you would like to take one or both bouquets, please talk to Jackie. Each bouquet is 
$20; please designate on your check or envelope “Altar Flowers.” 

Happy Birthday to… 

Kaitlyn Decker 16 

Ian Herheim 23 

Bryce Rutledge 27 

Karen Reardon 30 

LWML Happenings  

The Space Coast Spring rally, “Together Again” will be held on Saturday April 10,2021 

at  Faith Viera Lutheran Church. Registration is $10.00 per person and opens at 8:30 AM 

with a continental breakfast. The church service will start at 9:30.  We will have a BOX 

LUNCH for social Distancing. Sister Lois Diebel will be doing the Bible study in the      

afternoon. The In-Gathering is for New Life Mission. They are requesting:  Walmart Gift 

Card, Gas gift Cards ($25 &$50), Baby Diapers size 5-6, Toilet Paper & Paper Towels, 

Feminine Hygiene Products, Laundry Detergent (pods), Dryer Sheets, Baby Wipes, Dish Soap, Hand Soap. 

Please Register by April 1st by signing up in the Narthex at church or by contacting Bunnie Koelsch at      

321-432-4419 or bunnie49.bk@gmail.com. 
 

“I AM the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last” Revelations 22:13 

This is the theme of the Lutheran Women Missionary League  

National Convention being held in Lexington, Ky on June 24-27, 2021 

 

“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you” Isaiah 43:2 

The LWML FL-GA DISTRICT RETREAT will be held at the Crowne Plaza  

Oceanfront Hotel in Melbourne, Fl. On September 24-26, 2021 
 

If you have any questions regarding these events, you can contact Phyllis Derda, Hope L. C. Society President 

at phyllislwml@gmail.com or Bunnie Koelsch, Space Coast Zone President at bunnie49.bk@gmail.com  

mailto:bunnie49.bk@gmail.com
mailto:phyllislwml@gmail.com
mailto:bunnie49.bk@gmail.com


Pink Bracelet Workshop 

Are you looking for a new way to be “crafty?” Are you looking for fun and fellowship? 

The pink beading ministry may be the answer for you! The beading is done to make 

bracelets for newly diagnosed (and other) breast cancer patients. The group meets once 

a month, usually the first Friday, but will meet this month on April 9th from 6-7 p.m. in 

the church fellowship hall. Contact Janet Duddy for more information.  

Hope Reporter 
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Bakers’ Blessing on the Road 

Bakers’ Blessings on the Road has taken off! After last month's delivery to our 

neighbor, Pineapple Cove, we will travel with cookies in April to another 

neighboring school, Longleaf Elementary. If you can help with cookie baking, 

please sign up on the sheet in the narthex and have your cookies at church by 

April 18. Questions? Contact Nancy Sutter.  

Hope for Local Businesses  

For April, our Hope for Local Businesses restaurant will be Grills! Grills has been a    

great support to our church by allowing us to host Easter and Christmas services at   

their  Melbourne location each year. We now hope to be a blessing to them! Please 

consider:  
-Keeping them in your regular prayers,  

 -For protection for staff and patrons from getting COVID or other illnesses. 

 -That their business and their employees would thrive despite the challenges of COVID 

    -Eating breakfast there after Easter Sunrise Service on April 4th! 

    -Eating there as a family sometime on your own or order curbside to go! 

If you are able to make dine at the restaurant or order curbside, remember to wear your “got hope?” shirt 

when you go, or maybe even let your server know Hope cares! 

ShopWithScrip! 

Hope has been approved for a fund raising program known as ShopWithScrip. It      

provides us with the opportunity to offer our members gift cards for a vast variety of 

businesses. Among the hundreds of cards are gas stations, restaurants, pharmacies,   

auto supply store, theatres, departments store and Amazon to name a few. Each time 

you make a purchase, money will be sent to Hope in the form of a rebate. The money 

will be used to supplement the Pastor Discretionary Fund. More details to follow on how to buy cards for 

gas, gift cards for May and June weddings and graduations...and everyday items for your home! Linda Miller 

will be coordinator for ShopWithScrip. 

Genesis Food Pantry 

For April the Genesis Food Pantry is in need of peanut butter, hamburger helper, 

and cereal. Also needed are your plastic bags, and if you could double bag them, 

that would be very helpful. Empty egg cartons (one dozen size) can also be used 

at the pantry. We do appreciate the donations of food and money to the pantry 

as well as the Hope members who volunteer at the pantry. If you would like to 

know more about helping at the pantry, please contact Nancy Sutter.  



Support Hope through online giving today! 
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Your generosity goes a long way in helping Hope fulfill God’s mission in Melbourne and 

beyond and we want to thank you for supporting our ministry! You can give at 

hopebrevard.org/give or by scanning the QR code to the left. 

The newly organized group Loving Stitches has been working toward preparing the “Take-

Home-and-Sew” kits for the Fidget Mats project. We are going to have them in the      

narthex to be taken on April 11. Each kit will have all you need to make the mat (except 

for thread) and instructions. When you take a kit, please sign the sheet so we know who 

is sewing for us and how many are finished. Over the next few weeks, just drop-off the  

completed fidget mats in the tub and take another if you want to do more. If you cannot pick up from the 

church, just let us know and we can deliver or mail a kit to you so that you can participate. One of us will 

also make arrangements to pick up the finished project as well. We want to see how many we can make 

and deliver in the next 6 months! Thank you for helping with this project or letting others who may be    

interested know about it. Many folks with dementia will be blessed. Any questions contact Deaconess Lois 

at 321-536-0430 or Phyllis Derda at321-508-8980. 

Loving Stitches Sewing Group 

Ministry of the Month 

Our ministry of the month for April is the CITA (Christ is the Answer) 

Mission. Located on U.S. Highway 1 in Melbourne, the CITA Rescue     

Mission serves to help homeless men on the road to recovery and give 

them the good news of Jesus Christ. CITA was founded in 1969 by Johnny 

and Helen Ellison, both of whom had huge hearts to serve and a strong 

belief in Jesus Christ. There is a two-story dormitory on the grounds 

which can house up to 52 men.   

Family Promise Taco Dinners 

Hope is providing a taco meal for Family Promise families on Monday, April 5. Use the 

sign-up genius to indicate how you can help with one or more meal items. Dorothee 

Jones is our contact person, if you have questions. 

Homeless Kits Available 

Don’t forget to grab a homeless kit or two to hand out as you go out and about! Many of you 

have shared very meaningful experiences from this ministry...let God’s love shine! 

Outreach Meeting 

The next outreach committee Zoom meeting will be on Thursday, May 13, from 

6:30 to 8 p.m. We will take the month of April off.  



Hope Lutheran Church 

Phone: 321.622.6126 

Email: pastor@hopebrevard.org 

Facebook: @hopebrevard 

4541 N Wickham oad 

Melbourne FL 32935 

www.hopebrevard.org 

A Church Committed to Reaching Out with the Gospel of Jesus.  

 

Be a Friend 

By being students of Jesus’ Way we’ll grow in our knowledge of the Bible, what it means to 

be a Lutheran and be better equipped to share Him more compassionately with others. Each 

week we find ways to learn more about who Jesus is and what He taught while He was on 

earth.  

As we go into the world we seek to bless others. We find ways to lighten the load of those 

around us, encouraging them as we live alongside them. We do this through speaking words 

of encouragement, committing acts of kindness, and offering thoughtful gifts to those God 

places in our lives.  

We recognize that life was not meant to be lived alone. Each week we are to be intentional 

about spending time with others.  As we connect with others we find support in friendship 

and see ways that we can serve the people around us.  

Be a Student 

Be a Blessing 

The Family of Hope 


