
 

 

 

 
 

 

Organ Dedication Letter 

 

Let	them	praise	the	name	of	the	LORD,	for	His	name	alone	is	exalted;		

His	splendor	is	above	the	earth	and	the	heavens.		(Psalm	148:13)	

 

With these words the psalmist demonstrates his desire that God may be praised in the �inest 

manner.  Here at Sovereign Grace Church we have taken a great step in our efforts to bring to our 

God the praise that He deserves with the installation of our new Allen organ. 

In the purchase of our new organ our desire was to obtain an instrument for the worship of Al-

mighty God.  This includes leading our congregation in hymn singing, accompanying the choir, 

and playing the organ literature for worship and liturgy here at Sovereign Grace Church.  

For over 300 years, the sound of the pipe organ has been the musical earmark of Christian wor-

ship because only the pipe organ is capable of producing the large amount of sound to �ill the 

great space of the sanctuary adequately.  But the pipe organ is expensive!   

With the advent of digital technology many aspects of life have been transformed.  No longer do 

we use roll �ilm in photography nor do we any longer have cassette tape recordings.  Those mem-

ories have been digitally recorded with very great accuracy.  

So too, digital imaging has led to organs that produce with amazing accuracy the sound of the 

pipe organ.  Each different sound is the digital record of an actual pipe organ.  This technology 

allows for many congregations that do not have the space or resources to install a �ine pipe organ 

the option of experiencing the organ in all its beauty. 

One of the �inest examples of this organ technology is made available by the Allen Organ Compa-

ny of Macungie, Pennsylvania.  Allen Organ Company is the largest builder of church organs in 

the world. For over a half century they have been developing the art of virtual pipe organ sound 

digitally.  Our new instrument is a product of this company.   

We pray that this instrument will lift our earthbound souls each Lord’s Day as we sing praises to 

our mighty God and Savior remembering that as we sing here on earth, we join our feeble songs 

with those songs of the glori�ied saints and angels in heaven’s perfection. 

SOLI DEO GLORIA!  (To God’s Praise alone!) 

         Kenneth A. DeBoer 

 

Service	of	Dedication	

May	23,	2021	

 

Welcome and Introduction 

 

Tuba Tune                                                       C. S. Lang   (1891 - 1971)  

Kenneth A. DeBoer   

 
Litany of Dedication                                                              Rev. Dean Turbeville 

 

Psalm 150 

 

Praise the LORD! 

Praise God in his sanctuary; 

     praise him in his mighty heavens! 

Praise	him	for	his	mighty	deeds;	

					Praise	him	according	to	his	excellent	greatness!	

Praise him with trumpet sound;  

     Praise him with lute and harp! 

Praise	him	with	tambourine	and	dance;		

					Praise	him	with	strings	and	pipe!	

Praise him with sounding cymbals; 

     Praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 

Let	everything	that	has	breath	praise	the	LORD!	

Praise	the	LORD!	

 

Prayer of Dedication                   Rev. Dean Turbeville 

 

*Hymn 14:  “New Songs of Celebration Render”                                                                 

 

Humoresque                                                                                                          Pietro Yon  (1886 – 1943) 



                                                                                                                                    

Prelude in Classic Style                                                                              Gordon Young  (1919 – 1998) 

 

Prelude on “Brother James’s Air”                            Searle Wright  (1887 – 1960) 

Raymond Weidner 

 
Reading: Psalm 23                                                                                                        Rev. Dean Turbeville 

 

Hymn 86: “The Lord’s My Shepherd” 

 

Jesu,  Meine Freude                                                      J. S. Bach  (1685 – 1750) 

Beth Smoak 

 
 Reading: from Psalm 62:1-7               Rev. Dean Turbeville 

 

 

Organ Hymn – “My Soul in Silence Waits for God”             Raymond H. Haan  (1938 –) 

Kenneth A. DeBoer 

 
Abide With Me, Tis Eventide                             Raymond H. Haan  (1938 –) 

      Including	Sovereign	Grace	Violinists	

                                                 

When in Our Music God is Glori�ied                        (Robert Hobby  1962 –) 

Sharon J. DeBoer 

 
*Hymn 76: “Praise My Soul,  the King of Heaven” 

 
*Closing Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abide	With	Me,	‘Tis	Eventide	
 

Abide With Me, ‘Tis Eventide was originally written as a hymn text by Presbyterian Evangelist, Martin L. 

Hoffard, (1823- 1888), who was President of Muhlenberg College during the Civil War.  The text is based on 

Luke 24:29, the story of the meeting of the two disciples with the Resurrected Christ on the Emmaus Road.  

The melody and text were joined in a beautiful organ piece by composer, Raymond Haan (1938-), a good 

friend of the DeBoers.  This piece was speci�ically written as a gift for the dedication of the new organ at Sov-

ereign Grace Presbyterian Church, played �irst by our String Quartet of very talented Sovereign Grace teenag-

ers: Eilidh and Erin Anderson and Caroline and William Smoak. 

	

1.	 Abide	with	me,	’tis	eventide!			 																								2.	 Abide	with	me,	‘tis	eventide!	

The	day	is	past	and	gone;	 	 	 	 Thy	walk	today	with	me	 	

The	shadows	of	the	evening	fall;	 	 	 Has	made	my	heart	within	me	burn,	

The	night	is	coming	on!	 	 	 	 As	I	communed	with	Thee.	

Within	my	heart	a	welcome	guest,		 	 Thy	earnest	words	have	0illed	my	soul	 	

Within	my	home	abide.	 	 	 	 And	kept	me	near	Thy	side.	
 

Refrain              Refrain   

 

O Savior, stay this night with me;            3.		Abide	with	me,	‘tis	eventide! 

Behold, ’tis eventide!    And	lone	will	be	the	night,	 

O Savior, stay this night with me;   If	I	cannot	commune	with	Thee, 

Behold, ’tis eventide!    Nor	0ind	in	Thee	my	light.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 The	darkness	of	the	world,	I	fear,		

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Would	in	my	home	abide.		
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 											Refrain 

	

When	In	Our	Music	God	Is	Glori0ied	

British Methodist Composer, Fred Pratt Green, (born 1903) wrote the hymn text in 1973.  Today it is a trium-

phant joyful hymn full of Alleluias. The tune was composed by Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924), venera-

ble British festival music writer.  The organ voluntary is by Robert Hobby, (1962 -) Mr. Hobby is the Music 

Director of the English Lutheran Church of Fort Wayne, Indiana. He is a noted composer of organ and choral 

music for the American Church today. 

 

1.When	in	our	music	God	is	glori0ied,		 													 4.	And	did	not	Jesus	sing	a	Psalm	that	night	

and	adoration	leaves	no	room	for	pride,	 	 when	utmost	evil	strove	against	the	Light?	

it	is	as	though	the	whole	creation	cried,	 	 Then	let	us	sing,	for	whom	he	won	the	0ight:		

Hallelujah!	 	 	 	 	 	 Hallelujah!	

	

2.	How	often,	making	music,	we	have	found	 	 5.	Let	every	instrument	be	tuned	for	praise!	

a	new	dimension	in	the	world	of	sound,	 	 Let	all	rejoice	who	have	a	voice	to	raise!	

as	worship	moved	us	to	a	more	profound	 	 And	may	God	give	us	faith	to	sing	always:	

Hallelujah!	 	 	 	 	 	 Hallelujah!	Amen.		

	

3.	So	has	the	church,	in	liturgy	and	song,	

in	faith	and	love,	through	centuries	of	wrong,	

borne	witness	to	the	truth	in	every	tongue:	

Hallelujah!	


