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The Missionary Guide  is a booklet produced by the Sovereign Grace 
Missions Committee. It is designed to keep our members up-to-date 
on the missionaries we support and provide information that will 
encourage us to partner with them in a deeper way. Paul asked of 
the Church at Colossae, “...pray also for us, that God may open to us 
a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ...” (Col 4:3b). 
Prayer is part of the ordinary means that God uses to bring the lost to 
himself. The Missionary Guide should be a useful tool as you seek to 
pray for our missionaries. For additional information about the vision 
and mission of Sovereign Grace, visit sovereigngrace.org
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he Missions Committee is pleased to provide you with this second 
edition of the Missionary Guide!  We hope you will use this booklet 
to pray for our missionaries.  

Our missionaries continue to face many challenges in the field.  A number of 
them have still not been able to enter the field since before the pandemic.  
Many are in need of greater financial support.  But all of our missionaries 
need your prayer.  They rely heavily on your prayers even more than they 
need your financial support.  Use this guide to pray for them throughout 
the year.

Sovereign Grace also supports local ministries such as Human Coalition, 
Charlotte Rescue Mission, and Brookstone Schools.  These ministries not 
only need your prayer and financial support, but they need volunteers and 
helpers.  They too have been affected by all the current turmoil in our world 
and their needs are greater than ever.  Search their websites online and you 
will find immediate ways to help.

Finally, we ask that you be in prayer for our new local evangelism program 
led by Pastor Ben Thomas.  The Lord calls some to foreign nations to plant 
churches and preach the gospel, but He calls us all to be salt and light in our 
communities.  If you are not able to join the team that goes out each week, 
we ask that you be in prayer for them while they are on the mission field on 
Wednesday afternoons.   

There are many ways to be involved locally and around the world.  Pledge 
to pray for all our missionaries regularly as we work together to bring the 
gospel to the nations.

Oh sing to the LORD a new song;
Sing to the LORD, all the earth!
Sing to the LORD, bless his name;
Tell of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations,
His marvelous works among all the peoples! 
Psalm 96:1-3

From the Missions Committee,
Bryan Klazinga, Chairman 

T

A Note from the 
Missions Committee
Bryan Klazinga

01



02

TRAINERS / TRANSLATORS

Greenville Seminary  
F. & I.  
African Bible University
Covenant School Japan
Lars & Kathy Huttar       
Shaun & Becky Hurrie
Andrew & Julie Halbert 
    

LOCAL

West Charlotte Church  
RUF - Queens University
RUF - UNCC  
Darin & Melanie Stone
Brookstone School  
Charlotte Rescue Mission
Human Coalition

South Carolina
Africa
Africa
Japan
North Carolina
South Africa
Costa Rica

North Carolina
North Carolina
North Carolina
North Carolina
North Carolina
North Carolina
North Carolina

Missionaries
On the Map
The Missions Committee

MEMBERS

Chris & Donnette Brock
Nate & Naomi Bower  
Josh & Sarah Kitchen  
Will & Judi Traub  
 
CHURCH PLANTERS

Andy & Davinia Young
Chris & Rosemary Statter
Solihull Presbyterian
Sebastian & Isabel Heck
Jake & Melissa Hunt  
Aaron & Rachel Halbert
Jonathan & Maggie 
Vincenzo & Judit Coluccia
Argyris & Dina Petrou
Erik & Hara Petrou
J. & K. 
F. & S.  

France
Ohio
New England
Scotland

England
England
England
Germany
Czech Republic
Honduras
Japan
Italy
Greece
Greece
Europe
Africa



03



hat a blessing it is to have a yearly missions conference!  
This annual weekend sets aside time that draws our 
attention to the Lord’s work around the world through 

the missionaries we support.  There is great value in this exposure 
to the gospel work in places we might not normally think about.  A 
good Missions Conference will also snap our prayer lives into focus 
for a time, when we call upon God to work in places far and wide 
and establish His Kingdom in dark and difficult areas.  Another 
contribution of a Missions Conference is to call us to give financially 
to various missionaries and works.

Exposing the church to what is going on in the world, focusing our 
prayers on the advance of the gospel and raising financial support 
are essential to the missions efforts of a God-centered and gospel-
focused church.

As good and as important as those things are, I wonder if you have 
ever left a Missions Conference with the lingering question, “Is there 
anything more that I can do?”  Being a former missionary myself, I 
can say “Yes, there is more!”

“The church is the agent of mission.”
In his essay, “The Church and Mission,” John Murray helpfully lays out 
how we must think about Christ and the Church as complementary.  
We may not think of one without the other.  The Bible describes 
the Church as a body and Christ is its head (Eph 4:15, Col 1:18).  

04

W

Missions and the 
Local Church
Ben Thomas

You may wonder what this has to do with missions? For one, this 
means that the mission Jesus gave His disciples after His resurrection 
to “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Matt 28:19) is the work 
of the Church!  The advance of the Kingdom of God is the advance 
of the Church.  And the Kingdom is advanced through the gospel 
ministry of the Church.

The bottom line is that we cannot outsource the work of missions to 
other entities.  Missions Agencies play essential roles for the work 
of missions and missionaries.  However, we cannot simply send 
missionaries off and stop thinking about them or their work.  We 
must not limit our thoughts and prayers for their work to once a year.
The local church has a responsibility to missions.  As John Murray 
puts it, the “Church is the agent of mission.”  So, what can we do?

We must be connected with our missionaries.
The Christian life is not devoid of temptation.  We are saved by grace 
into communion with God through the work of the Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  And yet, there remains a consistent battle against temptation.  
Missionaries are not exempt.  In fact, there are some temptations 
that missionaries experience that are different than ours at home.

For example, temptations arise in the face of loneliness in a culture 
that is not their own.  This loneliness is further compounded when 
their work is seen as strange by most people in the foreign culture. 
Another example is a burden to be successful.  Missionaries must 
raise their support and constantly cultivate that relationship with 
supporters.  This can be a good thing in many ways, but one can 
also be tempted to write glowing letters back to supporters when 
the reality on the ground is more difficult, bleak, or mundane. 

There are ways that you can help.  Let me give two possible ways.
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First, you could write personal emails or letters directly to the 
missionary’s family in order to develop a genuine friendship with 
them.  When my family and I first moved to Sweden, I received an 
email out of the blue from a member of a supporting church who 
simply wanted to know more about me, my family and the work.  In 
an act of friendship, he organized a shipment of Christmas gifts to 
us the first December we were out of the country.  Over time, we 
developed a deep and meaningful friendship.

That bond was extremely important to me; he became someone 
I could talk to in very honest ways about the ministry overseas.  I 
needed this friendship.

Second, you could visit a missionary family. This builds a relational 
bridge between yourself and the missionary and strengthens the 
bond between the local church and the missionary.  Again, Heidi 
and I experienced this blessing in Sweden.  Friends from another 

supporting church stayed with us for about a week, and we put them 
to work!  More than that, having a fresh set of eyes on the work 
provided a companion with whom I could talk and think about the 
work.

In both instances, the connections we had with supporting churches 
grew fresh life through the individual relationships.  These living 
connections are a vital breath of fresh air to the missionary.

Consider if you may be called to missions.
Finally, take some time at the Missions Conference to speak with 
missionaries about their experiences.  Consider if the Lord may be 
calling you to go to the mission field as well.  If you feel this pull 
at all, then talk with an elder, a pastor or members of the missions 
committee about the next steps.  When this happens, the work of 
missions through the local church is strengthened and the heart for 
the lost further brightens.
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When Chris started seminary in 2009, both he and 
Donnette already sensed that the Lord was calling them 
to the mission field. Chris felt a strong call toward pastoral 

ministry and church planting, and Donnette was interested in finding 
a way to serve the Lord with her administrative gifts. In 2011 the 
Brocks accepted a call to serve as church planters in southwest 
France. Chris was ordained with the PCA in 2013, and after which 
they moved to France in January of 2015. Chris and Donnette have 
four children: Avonlea, Oliver, Evangeline, and Arthur.

Chris works through preaching, teaching, discipling, evangelism, 
and has even recently written an article for The Gospel Coalition. 
Despite difficulties with COVID restrictions, curfews and lockdowns 
have given the Brocks much more family time and even drawn their 
church closer together as a community, for which they are thankful.

W

Chris & Donnette
Brock
Ministry Overview - Church Planter

Prayer

• Give thanks for new members this past year even in the midst of 
COVID restrictions.

• Give thanks that despite the restrictions brought on by COVID, the 
Brocks have had opportunities to share the gospel with friends 
and neighbors who were previously uninterested.

• Pray for courage and peace as the Brocks minister in an 
environment that is lonely for Christians.

• Pray the church plant will be formalized soon and that new small 
groups will better equip members with the gospel.

Only about 1% of the people in France identify as evangelical Christian, 
and only around 10% have ever opened a Bible. The Brocks are 
serving alongside a team that works in partnership with a Reformed, 
evangelical French denomination in order to plant a church in the 
southwest area of Toulouse, the aerospace capital of France. It is their 
prayer and desire to see this church flourish as a gospel light to those 
around them in this dynamic and growing city. 
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ate is from Akron, OH and an alumnus of the 
University of Akron. He interned with RUF at Belhaven 
University from 2009-2011 and received his Masters 

in Divinity at Reformed Theological Seminary in Charlotte, 
NC, while also interning at Sovereign Grace. He met his wife, 
Naomi, in 2005 and has been smitten ever since. They have 
been married over ten years and have three children, Ruby 
(8), William (4), and Thomas (6mo). In 2014 they planted 
RUF Akron, and this past year transitioned to ministering 
through RUF at Kent State University.

The past year has been one of transition - wrapping up 
at Akron, saying goodbye to seniors, and starting a new 
ministry at Kent State. Fluctuating COVID restrictions have 
made ministry difficult in many significant ways. Ministry 
on the campus has had to adapt based on campus policies. 
It has also meant fewer opportunities to speak to churches 
about the new work at Kent State and develop a support 
base. Despite many challenges it is still an exciting new 
chapter of ministry on a new campus!

10

Nate & Naomi 
Bower
Ministry Overview - College Minister

N
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Prayer

You can pray for the Bowers in the following ways:

• Give thanks for the Bowers’ continued financial support 
through the pandemic, even despite a decrease in 
supporters.

• Pray that God would raise up new financial partners in 
the Bowers’ ministry.

• Pray for freshmen outreach and leadership development 
as they seek to establish ministry with RUF at Kent State.

• Pray for the Bowers’ children during this time of 
transition to a new ministry context.



     

fter earning a Masters of Divinity from Reformed Theological 
Seminary in Charlotte, Josh and his family ministered in 
Papua New Guinea, where they served as missionaries with 

Seed Company and Wycliffe Bible Translators. In 2016 they moved to 
Millbury, Massachusetts to plant Hope Reformed Church (ARP). Josh 
and his wife, Sarah, have three young children, Makenna, Connor, 
and Reagan.

This past year has been one of both blessing and hardship. The 
Kitchens had their first mission team come visit, which greatly 
blessed them and the congregation. They also had two new baptisms 
and two new members classes. At the same time, they have also 
had a funeral in the congregation and continue laboring in a deeply 
secular part of the country.

A  

Josh and Sarah
Kitchen
Ministry Overview - Church Planter

Prayer

• Pray the Kitchens would grow in love for one another through a 
stressful season of life. 

• Pray for more financial support this coming year as expenses 
continue to increase.

• Pray for God to provide close friends for the Kitchens. 
• Pray that Hope Reformed Church would grow as a family of God 

and invite others into that family.

12
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he Traubs met in 1975 on a blind date during Will’s last year 
of studies at Westminster Theological Seminary and were 
married in 1976. Both Will and Judi were raised in Christian 

homes where foreign missions was promoted, and missionaries 
were often guests. Will was the pastor of Peace Reformed Church 
in Loveland, CO, and Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church in 
Blacksburg, VA, prior to leaving for Germany, where they served from 
1988-2000. Since that time, Will has been serving as coordinator of 
theological education for MTW Europe.

In 2012 the Traubs relocated to Dundee, Scotland, to work with our 
sister Presbyterian denomination, the Free Church of Scotland. Will 
is also one of the elders on the Kirk Session of St. Peter's Free Church 
in Dundee where David Robertson is the minister and where Robert 
Murray McCheyne once pastored (1836–1843). 

While Will continues to be involved with theological education 
in various locations in Europe, his primary focus now is teaching 
the third year OT courses at Edinburgh Theological Seminary, the 
denominational seminary of the Free Church of Scotland. 

Both Judi and Will also help with the Aspire Project (the children’s 
outreach ministry of St. Peter's Free Church). Will helps to recruit 
and provide support for teams to come to Dundee from the U.S. in 
the summer to help with the different camps and activities. Judi is 
involved with the Wee Rascals toddler group of the Aspire Project as 
well as the Crèche (Nursery) of St. Peter's Free Church.

T

Will & Judi Traub
Ministry Overview - Seminary Professor

• Pray that the Wee Rascals group would be able to start back this 
autumn and that Judi would be able to reach the unbelievers 
who come.

• Pray that Will would be able to complete his Ph.D. by summer 
2023.

• Pray for Will in his duties as an elder at St. Peter’s Free Church.
• Pray that God would bring in the extra support the Traubs need 

to continue ministry in Dundee.

Prayer



16



CHURCH
PLANTERS

OVE RSEAS  /  CROSS-CULTURAL

17



ndy and Davinia Young serve at Oxford Presbyterian 
Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church of England & Wales (EPCEW). Andy was sent by 
his denomination to plant a Reformed and Presbyterian 

church in Oxford in 2018, and began morning and evening services 
in September of that year. The church is an ordinary means of grace 
church - through the preaching, worship, sacraments, and prayer of 
the church they seek to glorify our Triune God and reach the lost. 

Being a relatively young church plant, 2021 involved continuing 
the work of establishing the work in Oxford. Much of the difficulty 
came through continued COVID restrictions and lockdowns. They 
were able to meet for their 5pm service most of the year, although 
morning worship could not resume until October 17th. Pastoral 
care has been constrained to one-on-one discipleship and until July 
the Youngs could not have people in their home. Thankfully, many 
restrictions are beginning to be lifted.

A

Andrew & Davinia 
Young
Ministry Overview - Church Planter

Prayer

• Give thanks for several new baptisms in the church this year, 
including several covenant children and one Muslim convert upon 
profession of faith.

• Give thanks for the growth of the church as they have added 
several new families, couples, and individuals.

• Pray Andy would have energy in ministry. 
• Pray God would raise up elders and deacons in the church to labor 

alongside Andy.
• Pray God would provide a building of their own for this     

congregation.
• Pray they would see more people respond in faith to the message 

of the gospel.

Despite the setbacks of social gatherings, ministry has still continued 
in Oxford. Andy has been able to encourage the core group through 
phone calls, Zoom calls, and pastoral visits where possible. He has 
also had opportunities for one-on-one evangelism, reading through 
the Bible with unbelievers and considering the claims of Christ. They 
have also been able to continue their student Bible study, “Rooted.”

Andy and Davinia have four daughters: Alicia (16), Emelia (14), 
Beatrice (12), and Arabella (6).

Evangelical Presbyterian
Church in England & Wales
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Chris & Rosemary 
Statter
Ministry Overview - Church Planter

hris and Rosemary Statter are church planters in the UK. 
Chris is a native of Manchester. He formerly worked for 
Birmingham City Mission, and then served as ministry 

assistant at Solihull Presbyterian Church. In 2017, he began 
working in Salford, part of the Greater Manchester area, and 
planted Salford Presbyterian Church in 2018. Salford Presbyterian 
is a congregation of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in 
England & Wales (EPCEW), where Chris is an ordained minister. 

As pastor of Salford Presbyterian, Chris labors primarily in 
preaching the Word and shepherding the congregation. During 
the past year the Statters had to navigate many difficulties 
imposed due to COVID. They could not sing during services at 
times or practice hospitality after the service.

Nevertheless, there were many joys in the midst of difficulties. 
The church has a new group of assessor elders for support. 

• Give thanks for the new Christianity Explored Group and 
pray that God would bring many to saving faith through this 
effort.

• Pray that God would powerfully work through the preaching 
of the book of 1 Samuel, that God would strengthen their 
faith in Christ through it.

• Pray the Statters would be encouraged as gospel ministry in 
England is difficult, at times like plowing concrete. Pray that 
God would help them remain faithful through challenging 
gospel labor.

• Pray that God would continue to bring in the financial 
support they need.

C
Prayer

Evangelical Presbyterian
Church in England & Wales

The Statters have also been greatly encouraged by the dedication 
and faithfulness of the members. Their new Christianity Explored 
Group has encouraged them as well as they seek to bring 
unbelieving friends to grips with the claims of Christ in the book 
of Mark.
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olihull Presbyterian Church is a means of grace church in 
Solihull, England, and a congregation of the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church in England & Wales (EPCEW). The 

church was planted in 2005 by Rev. Albert Lutz in the West Midlands. 
It is now pastored by Rev. Stephen Dancer, who is ordained in the 
EPCEW. Rev. Dancer has been at SPC since 2007, is married to Susan, 
and together they have one grown daughter.

Sovereign Grace has developed a wonderful relationship with the 
congregation at Solihull. We sent short-term missions teams to 
Solihull in 2018 and 2019 with the goal of establishing a long term 
partnership with this church. The purpose of our short-term missions 
trips to Solihull is to stand beside our brothers and sisters “across 
the pond” and to encourage them and aid them in their evangelistic 
efforts. We hope to send more teams in the coming years to continue 
those efforts.

The past year has in many ways been one of survival for the church 
amidst continued tight restrictions due to COVID. In 2020 they lost 
access to their rented building and had to meet in a public park 
until this past summer. Thankfully this did allow them to have many 
gospel conversations with curious passers-by. Still, the lack of a 
permanent location has made it difficult to settle into a particular 
pattern of ministry.

In the midst of hardship they have rays of joy break through. This 
past year saw the ordination of a new ruling elder to labor alongside 
the two current elders of the church. This has proven a great asset 
to the church. The finances of the church also remain in good shape.

S

Solihull 
Presbyterian Church
Ministry Overview - Church Plant

Prayer

Evangelical Presbyterian
Church in England & Wales

• Give thanks for the ordination of Jonny Umpleby, their new 
ruling elder, who has been a great help to the ministry at Solihull.

• Pray God would bless their outreach efforts this coming year in 
their new neighborhood.

• Pray they would be able to develop an internship program at the 
church to see young men come through and grow into strong 
spiritual leaders in the church.

• Pray that God would provide deacons to assist in the ministry at 
Solihull Presbyterian.



everend Sebastian Heck formed the ministry known 
as R2G – Reformation to Germany – a church planting 
ministry of the Selbstandige Evangelish-Reformierte 

Kirche (Free Evangelical-Reformed Church) in Heidelberg. 

Germany, the birthplace of the Reformation, is now a dark, 
spiritual place consisting of proud atheism and agnosticism. 
Reverend Heck’s vision is to see the establishment of a 
vibrant, confessional Reformed church in Germany in order 
to spread the Gospel throughout the land anew. Alongside 
this is an effort to publish reformed works in the German 
language as part of the larger objective to teach the people 
a Reformed Christian faith and worldview. He also seeks to 
provide training for future elders and church planters that 
is crucial for a movement of Reformed churches. R2G is 
the convener and organizer of the Heidelberg Conference 
on Reformed Theology, an annual international conference 
with the goal to bring reformation to Europe. You can visit 
R2G online at www.reformation2germany.org.

Currently, they are the only church 
of its kind in Germany. Their vision, 
however, is to train future pastors 
at a small seminary in Heidelberg 
and send them out to plant more

24

Sebastian & Isabel
Heck
Ministry Overview - Church Planter

churches like this in Germany and elsewhere. The goal is to 
become a federation or denomination of churches. 

This year Sebastian continued working in regular pastoral 
ministry in Heidelberg while also assisting with a church 
plant in Hannover and the work of the seminary in 
Heidelberg. The Hecks hope this year to ordain several men 
to the offices of both elder and deacon. They are also hoping 
to establish their publishing endeavor as a publishing house 
in its own right

Sebastian is married to Isabel and they are blessed with 
three children, Sophia (19), Tabea (17) and David (15).

Prayer

R

• Pray the Hecks would be able to fufllill their ministry goals 
this year: for the ordination of new men to office and the 
establishment of a publishing house.

• Pray that the Hecks would be able to make up a slight decrease 
in giving from this last year.

• Pray for the Hecks’ children. They are the only teenagers in the 
congregation, which is a challenge for them. Pray for one or two 
families to come to the church with teenage children who could 
provide friendship for the Hecks’ children.

• Pray that the Lord would bless the publishing efforts of R2G 
and use it to bring biblical, Reformed materials to the German 
people.
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Jake & Melissa 
Hunt
Ministry Overview - Church Planter

ake and Melissa Hunt are church planting missionaries 
in Prague, Czech Republic, through Serge. In 2017, the 
Hunts' began leading a group that planted DoSlova, 

a bilingual church reaching Czechs and long-term residents 
of Prague. Jake is DoSlova's pastor, and Melissa coordinates 
children's ministry and mentors young women in the church 
(when she's not organizing the Hunts' domestic bliss).

Jake and Melissa met at the University of Georgia, where they 
worked in campus ministry after graduating. They then moved 
to Charlotte, NC, for Jake to attend Reformed Theological 
Seminary (RTS). While at RTS the Hunts attended Uptown 
Church, where Jake worked as an intern and they grew to 
appreciate the importance of the local church as the main way 
God grows His kingdom. Near the end of seminary the Hunts 
visited Serge's first church-planting team in Prague. They got 
excited about both Prague and church planting, and felt a call 
from God to join the team. They moved to Prague in early 2010.

As a young church plant, DoSlova 
still has provisonal elders and 
deacons from their planting 
church, Faith Community 
Church (also in Prague). 

They are encouraged to see many Czech attendees embracing 
DoSlova as “their church” and hope to see continued 
growth. Much of this past year was spent on home mission 
assignment. Upon returning to the Czech Republic, the 
church had shrunk somewhat, although the smaller group 
has shown much dedication and consistent attendance.  

The Hunts have two sons, Sam (14) and Foard (12), and two 
daughters, Eliza (9) and Sara Posey (5). You can keep up with 
them on Instagram, @jakehunt and @melissa.nash.hunt, and 
on Facebook @doslova.

J

Prayer

• Pray the Hunts would be able to gather a fully staffed and functional 
leadership team for the church.

• Pray they would have greater participation in church events 
outside the regular Sunday worship.

• Pray for DoSlova as they walk through the process of nominating 
and electing new elders.

• Pray God would grant saving faith to those who take part in a 
Christianity Explored course.

• Pray that the Hunts’ efforts in continued language learning would 
pay great dividends and that they would gain greater proficiency 
in the language.

• Pray that God would provide for their increasing financial needs.
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aron was born in Honduras and lived there until he was 
10. Rachel grew up in Mississippi. They met on a blind date 
in 2004 and quickly realized they both had a passion for 

missions. Because of Aaron’s background, he had a desire to one 
day return to Honduras. Rachel served on several mission trips to 
Haiti, during which she realized the great need for God’s Word to be 
preached worldwide. In 2006, they married and moved to Honduras 
to teach in a bilingual school outside of Tegucigalpa. While there, 
they became even more aware of the need for churches that teach 
the transforming power of the gospel (Rom.10:17).

Aaron and Rachel moved back to Mississippi so that Aaron could 
get an M.Div. from Reformed Theological Seminary (RTS) in Jackson. 
While there Aaron served at Second Presbyterian in Yazoo City as the 
youth director and intern. Rachel taught at the local Christian school, 
then later left the classroom to be a full-time mom. 

They have five children: Ford (8), Catherine (7), Ryley (6), Anne 
Waverly (6), and Whitley (6).

The Halberts are church planters and serve a church (Iglesia 
Presbiteriana Gracia Soberana) in the capital of Honduras, Tegucigalpa. 
They are also looking to start a seminary this year and purchase land for 
their church. Despite setbacks with lockdowns and other restrictions, 
they are thankful that the church continues to grow.

A

Aaron & Rachel
Halbert
Ministry Overview - Church Planter

Prayer

• Give thanks for a return to normalcy after an abnormal year with 
COVID restrictions.

• Give thanks for the growth of the church this past year - new 
members and new baptisms!

• Pray the Halberts would be able to reach their ministry goals for 
the new year: purchasing a building, starting a campus ministry, 
and laying a blueprint for getting the seminary off the ground.

• Pray that God would bless their homeschooling endeavors.
• Pray the Halberts would adjust well to a new living situation after 

an unexpected move which has been a difficult adjustment for 
the family.



onathan and Maggie are missionaries/church planters that 
serve with MTW. They have six children, Annie (14) Lily 
(12), Ada (10), Amelia (8), Eleanor (6) and Beatrice (2). At 

the end of 2020, Jonathan took a new role with MTW serving as 
the new International Director for Asia-Pacific. This includes work 
on strategy, alignment, and philosophy of ministry, all in an effort 
to fulfill MTW’s missions goals. Jonathan also works with regional 
directors in Asia-Pacific, teams, national partners, and helps them 
accomplish their goals in church planting. In addition, Jonathan 
works to develop MTW leadership for missionaries and national 
partners. Maggie serves in a leadership role with the Parakaleo 
ministry which supports the wives of church planters. She is leading 
a group of Indian church planters' wives through the training.

In 2021, travel was greatly restricted in the Asia-Pacific part of the 
world because of COVID. Much of Jonathan’s work had to take place 
remotely. In 2022 they hope to roll out a college ministry internship 
for a number of countries and develop a closer partnership with the 
Parakaleo ministry.

J

Jonathan & Maggie
Ministry Overview - Church Planter

Prayer

• Pray they would be able to settle in Japan soon. Pray especially for 
the girls, as this season has been particularly hard on them.

• Pray God would provide an additional $1000 per month due to 
increased housing expenses that come with living in Japan.

• Pray God would use J to evaluate and raise up new leaders in MTW.
• Pray Jonathan and his team would be able to successfully roll out 

this new college ministry internship.
• Pray for travel to open back up so that J can conduct more work 

face-to-face.

Jonathan and Maggie are also hoping to relocate to Japan soon. This 
has proven difficult during a time of tight COVID travel restrictions. 
There has been much transition which has proven hard on the family, 
so they are hoping to be able to settle down soon.
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he lives of Vincenzo and Judit started to merge in 
the Reformed church in Milan. Vincenzo was raised 
in a Roman Catholic family in southern Italy. When 

he moved to Turin to become an engineer, he came to faith 
in Christ and discovered the Reformed doctrines, maturing 
his call to the ministry. Judit grew up in Budapest, Hungary, 
in a Reformed family and served in children’s ministry. 
While studying to become a Latin and Greek teacher, she 
developed a passion for missions in Italy. In 2019 Vincenzo 
completed his M.Div. at Westminster Seminary California, 
and married his better half, Judit. Then he started working 
as a pastoral intern in the New Life PCA Church in Escondido, 
California, and began the process of being ordained as a 
PCA teaching elder.

The Coluccias have answered a call to Lecce, Italy, to plant 
the first Presbyterian Church in the South. Located in Apulia’s 
region, at the “heel” of the “Italian boot”, Lecce is the capital 
city of the province of Lecce and the most important city 
of the Salentine Peninsula. Vincenzo used to design “dead 

structures” for the 
cities; now, he is 
honored to equip 
the “living stones” 
and building up the 
body of Christ.

32

Vincenzo & Judit 
Coluccia
Ministry Overview - Church Planter

T
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Although Italy was the birthplace of the Renaissance, the 
Belpaese became the graveyard of the Reformation. During 
that time, the Roman Inquisition wiped out any real hope 
for an Italian Reformation. And then as today, Italians are 
still hostage to darkness.

In Italy, only 1% of the population belongs to a Protestant 
church, and of them, less than 150 believers are members 
of Reformed and Presbyterian churches. Therefore, today 
around 60 million of Italians are unable to hear God’s Word 
because there are not enough gospel-centered Christians 
and churches around them.

Moreover, there are no theological seminaries in Italy, and 
the vast majority of pastors are self-taught, and without 
having access to vital Reformed resources.

Vincenzo’s long-term goal is to develop an indigenous 
Reformed denomination that can foster the planting of 
more confessional churches, and long term to establish 
an Italian Reformed theological school to equip ministers 
of the gospel. This begins with Pietra Vivente, Living Stone 
Church Plant. 

For the last several years, a core-group of believers in the 
Lecce area (Southern Italy) have been worshipping through 
videoconferencing with the Reformed churches in Perugia 
(Central Italy) and Milan (Northern Italy), because they 
are without a local church and pastor. Vincenzo will be 
ministering to this core-group in Lecce.
 

Prayer
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In August of 2020, Vincezo and Judit were blessed with a 
little girl and are excited to be welcoming a new baby boy 
into the family! This past year the Coluccias were able to 
move back to Italy and begin work in Lecce in earnest. 
They are thankful to have found housing of their own and 
are hoping to find a worship space soon for the budding 
congregation.

• Pray for God to to continue to raise up funds for the 
church plant, and give thanks that he has already 
provided! 

• Pray also that they would be able to acquire a bank 
account for the church to receive and handle funds.

• Pray for the adjustment of family life in welcoming a 
new baby boy this year.

• Pray for the establishment of this new plant and for God 
to grow his church. The need is great, so pray for God to 
do great things.

• Pray that more churches would arise, and that an 
indigenous denomination could be formed.

• Pray that a Reformed seminary would be established as 
well for the training of future pastors in Italy.

• Pray that as a church they would use hardships as 
opportunities to spread the gospel.
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rgyris and Dina Petrou are serving the Lord with AMG 
International in Greece. They have three sons: Mark (31), 
Erik (30), and Erastos (23). The Lord has called Argyris to step 

by faith into a full-time teaching position at the Greek Bible College, 
following 10 years of pastoral experience in Toronto and Piraeus, 8 
years in the evangelistic and publishing work of AMG Greece, and 12 
years in the leadership of the Greek Evangelical Alliance. In addition 
to serving as a professor at the Greek Bible College, the only Bible 
school in Greece, he is also a preacher and ordained minister of the 
Greek Evangelical Church, and a published author through the Greek 
publishing house, O LOGOS. 

At the same time, the Lord called Dina to a cutting-edge ministry 
found at the fringes of society, following years of being a pastor’s wife 
and a mom. After nearly 10 years of ministering to women trapped 
in the brothels in downtown Athens, she founded and now serves 
as the director of the House of Damaris, providing safe housing and 
a recovery program to survivors of sex trafficking and exploitation. 
This ministry empowers women to find freedom, walk through their 
journey of healing, and reintegrate into society.

A

Argyris & Dina
Petrou
Ministry Overview - Church Planter Prayer

• Pray for Argyis and his ministry as he continues teaching theology 
at the Greek Bible College and labors as a minister of the Greek 
Evangelical Church.

• Pray also for Dina and the House of Damaris ministry. Pray that 
God would continue to prosper that ministry. Pray especially for 
the women served there, that they would continue to find healing 
by God’s grace.

• Pray that the Petrous would be able to purchase a second safe 
house for the House of Damaris ministry.

• Pray for the Petrous as they minister to people of the Neos Kosmos 
neighborhood of Athens where many have been hit hard by COVID.

• Argyis posts much of his teaching on his YouTube channel and has 
received a fair number of views. Pray that God would continue to 
propagate faithful biblical teaching through this means. 
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rik Petrou serves as a church planter in Athens, Greece, in 
the Neos Kosmos Neighborhood with his wife Hara. Their 
church plant began three years ago and is called Pnoi Zois 

(Breath of Life). They seek to focus on their specific neighborhood, 
reaching residents with the gospel while also helping with various 
local needs and providing a place for the neighborhood to meet. 

When COVID restrictions began in 2020 the church was not able to 
meet for corporate worship for an extended period. Despite these 
challenges they continued to serve the families that they knew by 
caring for their physical and spiritual needs on a more personal level. 
Seeking to meet the felt needs of the neighborhood is a large part 
of their ministry. During the COVID-19 crisis many families were 
unemployed with no social insurance, lacking common household 
items. In order to respond to this, they had a collection among the 
core group of the Church to gather money to help these families and 
provide them with supermarket coupons. During that process they 
discovered even more families within the neighborhood with great 
needs.

The church plant has been creative to provide an open a place for 
people to meet. On a weekly basis, over the last few months they 
have hosted different activities for the kids of the neighborhood. 
(English classes, Tutoring, Music Lessons, Art Classes). These activities 
for the children have been really valuable for building relationships 
with the community. 

36

Erik and Hara
Petrou
Ministry Overview - Church Planter

E
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• Pray that God would strengthen the core team of the 
church plant, especially through changes in the team 
due to COVID.

• Pray that God would give evangelistic zeal and wisdom 
in their efforts to reach the people of the  Neos Kosmos 
neighborhood. 

• Pray that God would bring in the extra support they 
need to continue ministry.

• Pray the same for Hara as she is also continuing 
her studies and is currently getting her master’s in 
psychology.

• Pray God would further prepare Erik while he studies 
in Charlotte full time during the Spring 2022 semester. 

• Pray that Erik and Hara would continue to grow in their 
relationship as they learn to love and serve each other, 
and that their desire to serve God and his Church will 
continue to grow.

• Pray that they could continue serving the community 
through the church plant.

• Pray that the church plant could welcome in new 
families once they begin gathering again — a goal is to 
see fifteen new families join the church this year.

Prayer
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They have also continued to serve the neighborhood by providing 
various seminars - mostly parenting seminars, Bible seminars, and 
other educational and healthy living seminars.

Despite the progress that was made in 2021, COVID restrictions 
continued to pose many challenges this past year. In-person worship 
was forced to start and stop. At times the church plant would regain 
momentum only to be forced into online services again. Although 
larger gatherings were restricted, this allowed them the opportunity 
to develop relationships and focus on more personal ministry. 
Throughout this season of ministry, Erik and Hara have been thankful 
to live near the other families that are part of the leadership team 
for the church plant. These relationships have been a major support 
both emotionally and spiritually.

This past year there were many new faces in the Neos Kosmos 
neighborhood as well as the departure of old ones. The Petrous 

are seeking to develop new 
relationships and spend this 
year learning how to best 
minister in this neighborhood.

Erik is studying for his Master’s 
degree through RTS. Hara is 
working on her master’s in 
psychology.
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and K work in the UAE. Their ministry involves biblical 
counseling, outreach to Muslims, and training internationals 
in gospel ministry, focusing upon: healing through 

counseling, hope through outreach, and help through equipping. 
They equip believers from all over the world for gospel ministry and 
send them back to their countries for God’s kingdom. They have one 
young daughter. 

This past year has been a challenging one. COVID restrictions have 
made outreach difficult. At the same time this has also led to a boon 
in counseling cases over Zoom, particularly domestic abuse cases. As 
such, 2021 has been a heavy year, but they are thankful to see God 
working even in the midst of tragic circumstances.

Because of the sensitive nature of much of what they do, if you are 
interested in learning more, please speak with the SGPC missions 
committee. 

J

J & K
Missionary Overview - Counseling & Training

Prayer

• Pray for God to raise up biblical counselors to join them.
• Pray for J as the counseling issues are often dark and heavy. Pray 

he would have great wisdom in these counseling situations and 
that he would have loving, encouraging support as he helps bear 
these burdens.

• Pray for fruitful outreach through the ministry of J and K, that God 
would use them to bring many to saving faith.

• Pray for their Arabic development, that they would have the time 
and energy to learn the language well and retain it well.

• Praise God for continued stable support.
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and S are church planting missionaries with MTW in 
North Africa. F runs a “Business School” helping with 
entrepreneurship, but at the same time provides 

theological education on the side for pastors, elders and layman, 
traveling to several neighboring North African countries. S manages 
a Christian Nursery and pre-school in a very poor neighborhood. 

They are thankful to have seen growth in their theological education 
endeavors. Students are hungry for the Word and growing. F and 
S have also been able to mobilize professors to teach courses. This 
year they hope to continue to develop distance learning, acquire 
new professors, and formalize courses.

Because of the sensitive nature of much of what they do, if you are 
interested in learning more, please speak with the SGPC missions 
committee. 

Ministry Overview - Church Planter

F & S

F

Prayer

• Pray that F and S would be able to meet their goals for the Arabic 
seminary this year.

• Pray for S as she deals with several medical challenges.
• Pray that God would give them rest this year - both physical and 

spiritual.
• Pray that God would provide the additional monthly support they 

need.
• Pray for a new location for the preschool, closer to the families it 

serves.



W E  M U S T  B E  G L O B A L  C H R I S T I A N S
W I T H  A  G L O B A L  V I S I O N

B E C A U S E  O U R  G O D  I S  A  G L O B A L  G O D .
J O H N  S T O T T
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COURT YARD  AT  EDINBROUGH 
THEOLOGICAL  SE MINARY 

40



TRAINERS &
TRANSLATORS

LOCAL  /  NAT IONAL  /  OVE RSEAS
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reenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary was started 
in 1987 by the session of Second Presbyterian Church, 
along with several professors and other men, to meet the 

“Uniform Curriculum” adopted by the Presbyterian Church in 
America. Located in Taylors, SC, GPTS equips men to preach Christ 
and His Word through instruction in biblical languages and biblical 
theology. Grounded in the theological tradition of the Protestant 
Reformation, its programs engage with the full breadth of the 
Reformed tradition from a transparently confessional Presbyterian 
perspective. They seek to equip preachers, pastors, and churchmen 
for Christ’s kingdom among the nations. 

The seminary has grown since its beginning in 1987, and now 
has three buildings, twenty-seven graduating classes, over 250 
graduates, and over a dozen faithful faculty members as well as 
staff workers and trustees. The seminary’s graduates gladly serve in 
confessionally Reformed and Presbyterian denominations, such as 
the PCA, OPC, and ARP.

This past year saw a change in faculty with the retirement of Church 
History professor Dr. James E. McGoldrick, and the hiring of his 
replacement, Dr. William VanDoodewaard. Enrollment has continued 
to increase, with 120 students now across three campuses (Taylors, 
SC; Gateshead, England; and Randburg, South Africa).

G

Greenville Seminary
Ministry Overview - Education & Training

Prayer

• Growth in the student body has entailed new challenges both 
administratively and in terms of faculty. Pray they would be able to 
hire the needed new faculty members and expand administrative 
organization and capacity. Pray particularly for a new full time 
professor of biblical studies.

• Pray that GPTS would remain faithful to their commitments as a 
confessionally Reformed and Presbyterian seminary.

• Give thanks for the seminary’s strong financial condition.
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and I are missionaries working with Advancing Native 
Missions, which is a ministry to indigenous missionaries and 
churches in Africa and Asia. Their work is with churches- 

planting, strengthening, training and encouraging national pastors, 
elders and missionaries. They currently live in Asheville, NC, with 
their children while F travels and teaches in Eastern & Southern 
Europe, the Middle East, as well as in Northern Africa. 

COVID restrictions have inhibited F from traveling internationally this 
year. However, he has been blessed to continue ministry in many 
ways. He continues to preach regularly in his presbytery as well 
as giving occasional Zoom lectures. This past year F took courses 
in permaculture which will prove invaluable in Africa. He plans on 
finishing a translation of the Westminster Larger Catechism into 
French this year and is seeking the next French literature translation 
project.

Because of the sensitive nature of much of what they do, if you are 
interested in learning more, please speak with the SGPC missions 
committee. 

• Pray they would trust God through difficult circumstances.
• Pray F would be able to finish his translation of the Larger 

Catechism soon and identify a new French translation project.
• Pray that F and I would be able to freely travel internationally 

again soon.
• Pray for churches in F’s presbytery which are facing serious 

challenges. Pray God would give F wisdom as he seeks to help 
these churches through trying times.

F

F and I 
Ministry Overview - Teacher, Trainer & Translator Prayer



frican Bible Colleges, Inc. is a registered non-profit 
501c3 mission organization. ABC operates three 
Christian universities in Africa. The first of the three 

colleges opened in Liberia in 1976. ABC’s second campus was 
established in Malawi in 1987, and the third campus opened 
in Uganda in 2005. The support of teachers and churches 
across the world helps keep tuition as low as possible.

The objective of African Bible University is to offer quality, 
university-level education with a Christian emphasis to 
the people of East Africa. Their chief aim is to train godly 
men and women for Christian leadership and service.  The 
curriculum is designed to prepare the college’s graduates 
for Christian vocation.  The degree can function either as 
terminal or preparatory for further education. Students 
are being trained for Christian leadership; consequently, 
the university desires students who are committed to 
God’s guidance and dedicated to the Lord’s service.

The courses offered at African Bible University are designed 
to hold to the highest academic standards. Their four-year 
program is of university standard, and the degree offered 
is parallel to the Bachelor of Arts degree awarded by 
other international universities and liberal arts colleges.

46

African Bible 
University
Ministry Overview - Education

Prayer

A

• Give thanks for all three campuses reopening after COVID 
lockdowns.

• Give thanks for the largest ever graduating class at the 
Uganda campus.

• Pray for travel to and from Africa to ease from complications 
caused by COVID.

• Pray they would be able to bring on new staff at the Malawi 
and Liberia campuses.
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Covenant School 
Japan
Ministry Overview - Education

ovenant Community School International was started 
through Dan and Carol Iverson with MTW Chiba, Japan. It 
is a Christian school seeking to reach children and families 

with the Gospel. The school serves a number of students, grades 
1-12, and maintains 14 teachers from Japan, Korea, America, and 
the Philippines. They offer language tracks in both English and 
Japanese. Ten classes have graduated from CCSI, most of whom 
have entered four-year colleges.

This year Katie Schooler, missionary with MTW, will be 
transitioning into the role of principal. Katie was in the US 
developing church partnerships in the latter half of 2021 and is 
now back in Japan to continue the work at CCSI. They are praying 
for Japan to open up to visitors again soon, as the school is still 
understaffed due to border closures from COVID restrictions.

• Pray for Katie Schooler’s transition into the role of principal.
• Give thanks for generous new donors for the school.
• Pray for greater unity across cultural and linguistic groups 

in the school. 
• Pray God would bless efforts this year to review the school’s 

curriculum and continue to improve it.
• Pray that new missionaries would be able to enter Japan 

again. The school is currently understaffed and needs new 
workers to enter the country.

C

Prayer
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he Huttars serve with OneHundredFold ministry which is a 
group of specialists in software development, web design, 
database engineering, networking and telecommunications 

who help with the distribution of materials to Christians and churches 
around the world, with a primary focus outside the West (North 
America and Europe). Their content pertains to Christian training, 
evangelism, discipleship, devotional life, counseling, organizational 
cohesion, congregational body life, and Scripture distribution. 

Lars’ role with OneHundredfold consists mainly of developing apps 
to make evangelistic, discipleship, and pastoral training materials 
available on Android phones. This past year saw the release of their 
first seminary training chip to enable pastors in countries without 
reliable, secure internet access to benefit from free training courses 
in their own languages (partnering with Third Millennium Ministries 
and others). Lars was also able to travel to a Middle-Eastern country 
this past summer and distribute hundreds of digital Bibles and other 
resources. He and his team were able to present the gospel to many 
Muslims, and saw 20 professions of faith!

Lars and his wife Kathy reside in the Waxhaw area and have five 
daughters:  Anna (18), Joanna Grace (17), Keziah 
(13), Elizabeth (12), Irene (8).

• Give thanks for the Huttar’s healthy finances.
• Pray for Lars’ continued efforts in gaining fluency in Persian. He is 

hoping to complete his current language track by the end of the 
year.

• Pray that God would protect those Christians using the digital 
resources developed and distributed by Lars and OneHundredFold. 
Pray that these resources would continue as secure digital means 
of distributing gospel materials in closed countries.

• Pray Lars would be able to take another visit this year to a Middle-
Eastern country to distribute materials and evangelize.

• Pray God would bless Lars’ efforts to improve Android resources.

T

Lars & Kathy Huttar
Ministry Overview - Software Developer Prayer
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haun, a South African, came to the U.S. in 2002 and married 
Becky, a North Carolinian, in that same year. A mission trip 
to Zambia in 2004 ignited God’s calling on them for long-

term missions work. Fairly regular visits to South Africa since then 
confirmed the need they began to see for the African Church to 
have well-trained Christian leaders. Building on their desire to serve 
in southern Africa, Shaun and Becky sought out further education. 
Shaun received his M.Div. from Reformed Theological Seminary-
Charlotte in 2016. They both served actively in a PCA church in North 
Carolina for 14 years. They have four children: Isaac (14), Anwyn 
(13), Elise (11), Karis (9).

The Hurries work with the MTW South Africa team in Cape Town. 
Shaun’s role is to teach in the Christian Leadership Program for the 
Bible Institute of South Africa and serve directly in an area township 
church plant. Becky uses her gifts with women and children in the life 
of the local church plant in addition to homeschooling and discipling 
their four children. 

S

Shaun & Becky
Hurrie
Missionary Overview - Professor / Teacher

Prayer

• Give thanks for the Hurries' healthy finances.
• Pray for the work of establishing a presbytery of Reformed 

churches in South Africa.
• Pray the Hurries would continue to adjust to life in Cape Town in a 

relatively new call and learn the area well.
• Pray the Hurries, particularly the children, as they face being away 

from family back in the US.
• Pray for God’s blessing on their church - Hope City East Presbyterian.

They hope to carry this model of gospel ministry training to the 
Gauteng region. Join Shaun and Becky in praying that the rich grace 
of God will transform South Africa from the grip of false teaching.
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n June of 2013, Andrew and Julie confirmed a call from United 
World Mission after a vision trip to Costa Rica. Andrew began 
serving as Academic Dean at the ESEPA Seminary in San Jose in 

2016, and in 2018 assumed responsibility for the academic Master’s 
programs. 

In August 2020 Andrew transitioned to a new role as President of the 
seminary. He participates in the equipping of pastors and lay leaders 
and preaches in the local church. Andrew also teaches various 
classes every semester. Julie is a full-time mother to Ann Renée (11) 
and Ryan (9).

At church, Andrew also assists with preaching, teaches the 
Westminster Shorter Catechism weekly, and assists men for 
ordination as ruling elder and deacon. He is also working to help 
establish a local presbytery.

In May of 2017, Andrew also became a certified Refit® Instructor. 
He has developed a relationship with a local gym that is run by a 
Christian couple, Ronald and Marcela, whose desire is to use exercise 

as a bridge to share 
the gospel. 

• Life on the field typically means that friends come and go due 
to changing ministry assignments. You can pray for Ann Renée 
and Bryan, specifically that God would provide them with good 
friends, especially since they are at home now due to COVID.

• Pray for encouragement for Julie in her efforts to reach out to 
women in the neighborhood. The language barrier, even after 
almost 8 years, is still difficult. 

• Pray for some difficult health issues Julie is having to battle.
• Pray that God would give Andrew the strength and patience to 

lead ESEPA. It often feels like fighting an uphill battle to change 
a culture that desperately needs renewal and it is emotionally 
exhausting. 

• Pray also that God would give Andrew wisdom to divide his 
time well between the seminary, church, the family and his own 
studies.

• Pray God would make Andrew diligent and focused in his reading 
and writing.

• Pray for ESEPA as they continue to grow and more firmly establish 
themselves as a seminary.

• Pray for the ministries of the church. Pray for the preparation and 
ordination of men to the offices of ruling elder and deacon. Pray 
Andrew would have wisdom in his role on the session.

• Pray for REFIT. Pray the Halberts would improve in Spanish 
proficiency to deepen the reflections after class and to deepen 
the relationships with the women who are currently attending 
and to see the attendance grow. 

I

Andrew & Julie
Halbert
Missionary Overview - Seminary President Prayer

The Halberts’ prayer is that these exercise classes will provide an 
opportunity for Julie and Marcela to share Christ with nonbelievers 
and encourage believers along.



MISSIONS IS NOT THE ULTIMATE 
GOAL OF THE CHURCH.

WORSHIP IS.
MISSIONS EXISTS 
BECAUSE WORSHIP DOESN’T.
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JOHN PIPER
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West Charlotte 
Church
Ministry Overview - Local Church

est Charlotte Church (PCA) is a Parish Church Plant in 
urban west Charlotte begun in 2017. They are a church 
committed to serving the community of urban west 

Charlotte through the ordinary means of grace. The church was 
particularized in December 2019 and is led by pastor Drew Martin. 
Drew is married to Meg and they have five children: Charli, Sam, 
Benjamin, Rosi, and Andrew.

This past year has been eventful on a number of fronts. The church 
was able to move back to indoor worship last spring but also had 
to bid a very tearful goodbye to beloved pastor Charles McKnight 
and his family. New leaders are rising up in the church, including the 
addition of new pastoral interns.

This year they hope to formalize their partnership with Freedom 
Church, whose facilities they have been using for worship. They also 
hope to ordain and install new elders and deacons.

W
Prayer

• Pray for wisdom to engage difficult cultural questions, especially 
issues related to race and ethnicity. 

• Pray for provision for families at the church who have been 
affected by the pandemic, especially those struggling financially.

• Pray that West Charlotte would be able to smoothly and 
successfully formalize a partnership with Freedom Church.

• Pray the church would be able to ordain and install new elders and 
deacons.

• Pray for the pastoral interns at West Charlotte, that they would 
serve faithfully and grow in their ministry training.
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osh Grimm is in his sixth year of ministry at Queens University, 
which he planted the fall of 2015. Josh is from Charleston, SC, 
and graduated from Erskine College (where he was involved 

with RUF as a student) in 2009 with a B.A. in Bible & Religion and 
Philosophy. He worked in retail collections for BB&T in Lumberton, 
NC, from 2009-2012. During that time he met and began dating his 
now wife, Ashley, who works as a pediatric nurse. After marrying in 
2012, Josh and Ashley moved to Charlotte where Josh worked too 
many part-time jobs before graduating from RTS Charlotte with an 
M.Div. in 2015. 

J

Queens 
University
Ministry Overview - Campus Minister

Prayer

• Pray God would raise up new student leades for RUF at Queens.
• Pray they would have freedom to meet on campus again.
• Pray God would bring many to faith through their efforts to 

evangelize particular subgroups within the campus culture at 
Queens.

• Pray for Josh to find ways to minister to students in a difficult year 
with many students spending much of their time online.

• Pray for the Grimms to grow in grace together as a family.
• Pray also for their interns, Nick and Carson, as they seek to minister 

to students alongside Josh.
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Josh works with students on campus through several avenues, 
alongside two RUF interns, Nick and Carson. They have weekly large 
group meetings, community groups, a women’s community group, 
and prayer meeting. Josh also works with students through one-on-
one discipleship and virtual groups.

COVID restrictions on campus made ministry challenging in 2021. 
Fall 2021 was the campus’s first in-person semester since fall 2019! 
Campus ministry had to restart from scratch in many ways. In light 
of on-campus restrictions, the Grimms have sought to foster off-
campus relationships and community within the group of students.

Josh and Ashley have a son, Isaac, and three daughters, Ruby, Eliza, 
and Charlotte.



61



0462



63

ohn Baber is the campus minister for RUF at UNC Charlotte, a 
ministry that strives to serve in this unique stage of a student’s 
life on campus. John was born and raised in Birmingham, AL, 

and pursued his bachelor’s degree in Advertising at the University 
of Alabama. He met his wife, Mary Ann, working in Colorado the 
summer after his freshman year and they tied the knot in 2014. 
Shortly after graduation, John and Mary Ann headed west to 
Norman, OK so that he could intern with RUF at the University of 
Oklahoma while Mary Ann finished her degree in Public Relations 
and Broadcasting. 

Two years later John was affirmed in his calling to full-time ministry 
and the pair packed up again to move to Charlotte, NC, where John 
received his Masters of Divinity at Reformed Theological Seminary. 
Thanks to Mary Ann paying the bills, John was able to complete the 
program in three years and was thrilled to stay in Charlotte as the 
Campus Minister at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. 

John is a man of many interests and loves riding bikes with Mary Ann, 
playing games, cheering for the Crimson Tide and the Oklahoma City 
Thunder, and playing with his son, Jackie.

Fall 2021 was in many ways a replant for RUF at UNCC due to 
graduations and COVID attrition. On-again off-again COVID restrictions 
have made group consistency difficult. Despite the difficulties, guys’ 
and girls’ Bible studies have shown encouraging numbers as the group 
regrows steadily. 

J

University of North
Carolina Charlotte
Missionary Overview - Campus Minister

Prayer

• Pray for continued health of Mary Ann and the Babers’ new baby.
• Pray for God to continue to add to their group, particularly 

students from unchurched backgrounds.
• Pray for John and student leaders to find ways of reaching new 

students on the campus of UNCC. Pray RUF would be more visible 
on campus.

• Pray for John and Mary Ann to have wisdom as they learn to be 
new parents.

• Give thanks for healthy finances and pray for continued financial 
health.



arin Stone has had a long-standing interest in the 
intersection of politics and the gospel. In high school, he 
was voted by his classmates to be “Most Likely to Become 

a Politician.” He studied Political Science at The University of 
Arizona, but also sensed a call to ministry during his college years. 
In 2005, he graduated with his Master of Divinity from Reformed 
Theological Seminary in Jackson, Mississippi and, shortly thereafter, 
was ordained as a minister in the Presbyterian Church in America 
(PCA). He served the church as an assistant and senior pastor before 
taking the position of Minister to the North Carolina State Capitol 
with Ministry to State (MTS). 

Darin’s role is to serve as a minister and missionary to those in 
public service in Raleigh, NC. His ministerial role has many facets. 
This includes pastoral care for elected officials, legislative aides, 
policy advisors, lobbyists, and others at the North Carolina State 
Capitol with the transforming truths of the gospel through healthy 
relationships. For those elected officials who make a profession 
of faith, he seeks to aid their worldview formation by providing 
encouragement and support of a biblical world and life view. 

Darin also seeks to be instrumental in 
establishing and maintaining a biblical 
conscience throughout the government 
community who both create and 
implement policy. 

D

Darin and Melanie 
Stone
Ministry Overview - Chaplain

Prayer

• Pray Darin’s spring focus on ministering in the executive and 
judicial branches and that he would be able to begin new Bible 
studies this year.

• Pray for COVID restrictions to lift and for Darin to have greater 
access to many people who have as a result been inaccessible or 
unapproachable.

• Pray Darin and Melanie would love Jesus first, point their children 
to the Lord with love, nurture, and godly discipline, and that they 
would never stop enjoying each other. 

• Pray God would provide more funds this year, and give thanks for 
stable finances.

He looks to provide a healthy means to connect the Church in a non-
partisan manner with those in government. Additionally, he works to 
promote and facilitate specificity and intelligent prayer by the body 
of Christ for those serving in government.

Darin and his wife, Melanie, have four beautiful children: Sarah (15), 
Luke (10), Ryan (4), and Caroline (1).
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rookstone Schools seeks to raise up the next generation of 
leaders from Charlotte’s inner-city neighborhoods by caring 
for the entire child and inviting families to invest in the lives 

of their children. It is a K-8 Classical Christian School in downtown 
Charlotte focusing on those children in generational poverty. They 
opened their doors in 2001 with 18 students, now 20 years later with 
over 200 students meeting at First Baptist Charlotte. Their ministry 
extends into the summer through VBS which brings in over 150 
children. They also have a growing number of refugee children—
including Burma and Vietnam.

While many schools have been stalled or closed because of COVID, 
Brookstone is grateful to have continued running smoothly. They are 
also proud to report high academic achievement and standardized 
test scores this past year! Many have gone on to earn scholarships 
to Christian schools such as Covenant Day, Charlotte Christian, and 
Carmel Christian.

The continued COVID pandemic has brought several challenges 
with it this past year. Brookstone has unfortunately not been able to 
welcome visitors, volunteers, and supporters onto the campus. Much 
of our society’s ongoing social strife has spilled over into the student 
body. In response, Brookstone has partnered with Christ Centered 
Community Counseling (C4). This is a group which focuses on dealing 
with counseling cases among low-income families. They are on 
campus five days a week to provide counseling and in-class support.

B

Brookstone 
School
Ministry Overview - Education

Prayer

• Pray for increased awareness of Brookstone and their mission.
• Pray that they would be able to build relationships with African 

American pastors and community leaders to help recruit students.
• Pray that God would increase their enrollment this year.
• Brookstone’s mission is more vital than ever, particularly in this 

season of racial strife and social upheaval. Scripture commands 
us to remember the needs of others, especially the weak and 
the vulnerable. Please pray that they will remain faithful to their 
calling to the ‘least of these’ in their community. 

• Pray for the Holy Spirit to work through their evangelistic efforts 
with students.

• Give thanks for increased giving that has kept pace with increased 
operation costs.



uman Coalition is a collective of individuals bound 
together in answer to a common call: to do all they can 
to remove the stain of abortion from America. They are 

change agents—not simply because they are against abortion but 
because they are for life. They work for preborn babies who need 
to be protected in the womb; for women who should not have to 
choose the life of their baby for a fulfilling life; for families whose 
members should flourish in an environment of value and love; for 
mothers and fathers who deserve a chance at being mothers and 
fathers; and for society that needs all its children to live and thrive if 
it is to be called “civilized.”

The Human Coalition takes a three-pronged approach: Reach, 
Rescue, Restore. 

REACH those abortion determined women using the latest 
technology. This includes leveraging big data and using Google ads to 
reach their target market, competing directly against abortion clinics 
for that ad space. When a potential client clicks on an ad, her call is 
answered by a call center and an appointment can be set up for her 
within 48 hours.

RESCUE families from abortion only by God’s grace by providing 
clients with best in class services. Clients receive lab quality pregnancy 
tests and an ultrasound by an RDMS, a registered diagnostic medical 

sonographer so that the mother 
can see her child.

H

Human Coalition
Ministry Overview - Mercy

Prayer

• Please pray for the patients: that they have eyes to see and ears to 
hear the truth about the life they are carrying. 

• Please pray that the Family Services staff not grow weary doing good.
• Pray for ad censorships to be lifted. Google requires a disclaimer on 

their ads that they do not provide abortion services, and this can be 
another barrier to the Human Coalition’s services.

• Pray God would use Human Coalition as an instrument in the fight 
against abortion in the United States.
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RESTORE families through a 
continuum of care – they can 
step in and avert a financial 
crisis. The Human 
Coalition’s research 
has found that about 
$200 in material 
assistance can tip 
the scale for their 
clients. They put 
material resources 
in the mother’s 
hands:  car seats, 
strollers, baby 
clothes, diapers and 
wipes, etc.
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Charlotte Rescue
Mission
Ministry Overview - Mercy

harlotte Rescue Mission has two locations, in Uptown 
and on West Boulevard. It was founded in 1938 to 
transform lives through two addiction recovery 

programs. Staff members offer healing & hope through 
relief (food, shelter, clothing) and Biblical counseling. Their 
original vision was to reach out to the homeless in Charlotte 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ. What they found was many 
of the homeless were struggling with addiction. 

In the 1990’s they developed two programs that started 
smaller but eventually grew into 120 day addiction recovery 
programs called Rebound and Dove’s nest, one for men and 
one for women. Rebound program is a 120-day residential 
program for men to move beyond cycles of homelessness and 
addiction to become productive citizens in the community. 
Dove’s Nest  is the residential program for women battling 
addiction and enables mothers and children to stay together 
during the recovery path. 

CRM has been blessed this past year with strong finances, and that 
without any government funding. 
The program also continues to 
maintain a long-term sobriety 
percentage of 72%. This next, in 
addition to their regular program 
goals, they hope to initiate a 
Capital Campaign expansion.

C

Prayer

• Pray for residents to come to know the saving grace of Jesus Christ
• Pray for them to trust others as well as for God’s continued 

provision for safety
• Pray for more residents to be accepted. COVID restrictions means 

they must be more cautious in accepting new residents.
• Pray for residents to learn how to not only deal with their addictions 

but also learn to be thriving citizens of their communities.
• Pray for God’s blessing on their upcoming Capital Campaign.
• Pray God would bring in support, both monetarily and in 

volunteers, for their meal program.




