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eloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is.  And everyone who thus hopes 

in him purifies himself as he is pure (1 John 3:2-3)

Hope, in the Christian sense, is not a wistful, weak, or desperate thing. 
Christ’s beloved disciple John makes at least three things clear in these 
two verses from his first epistle:  

1) We have a right to hope because we already “are God’s children now.” 
When our Father is limitless in love and omnipotent in power, we as his 
own dear children have every reason to have a good hope! 
2) The source and reason for all our hope is Jesus Christ, the Son of the 
Father, who is destined to return to Earth – that being “when he appears.”  
3) As we hope in him now, we are transformed by him now, becoming 

more and more like him by means of that simple, profound hope (and 
thus we are “made pure.”)

Our ultimate hope for ourselves and our world is in that Second Coming, 
at the final consummation of this age, which will usher in the new heavens 
and the new earth. But even now, preliminary victories may be had as 
we, by God’s common grace to his creatures, may soon come to enjoy the 
benefits of scientists and researchers who are (according to all reports) 
establishing dominion over a fallen creation through breathtaking medical 
research into the Coronavirus.  It is not wrong to have a good hope in those 
kinds of things -- those preliminary victories he provides -- as well as in the 
more foundational hope in the Parousia. 

In order to rouse ourselves from our passive weariness with life lived with 
social distances and songs sung with masks, etc.; and in order to cast out 
all fear of suffering or death or economic hardship in the current crisis, I 
exhort you, O saints of God, to cast your eyes to the future he has for us – a 
future that is (God willing) just around the bend: worshipping shoulder-to-
shoulder again in one morning service, singing without masks, embracing 
one another without hesitation, sitting next to each other in Sunday School, 
eating at table together, enjoying holidays the old-fashioned way, children 
back in schools, a greater experience of fellowship at work, and not having 
to talk about medical issues all the time.  Have a good hope, beloved! Hope 
in the sovereign Lord! 
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he town of Rotherham is located in Yorkshire.  In the 18th century, 
George Whitefield preached there, and he was met with great hatred 
and persecution from the crowds.  Whitefield almost decided never 

to preach there again; however, he found out that some who had been 
bitter and terrible persecutors had been converted through his preaching 
and his labors in the town.  One particular incident is telling, and it is found 
in a biography written by Joseph Belcher (George Whitefield: A Biography, 
American Tract Society).

There was a gang of rebellious men in Rotherham that called themselves 
the “Hell-Fire Club.”  They saw it to be their duty to disrupt Whitefield’s 
meetings, and they mocked him in the streets of the town by calling him 
“Dr. Squintum” (Whitefield was cross-eyed).  The preacher was held in such 
contempt that this club used public bars as theaters in which the Bible, true 
religion, and Whitefield were roundly ridiculed and made fun of.

At one of these public houses, a Mr. Thorpe and three of his companions 
decided to mimic Whitefield’s preaching. A wager was made and the one who 
mimicked the best would win the money.  The first three, in order, got up on the 
table in the inn and did their best to ape Whitefield and to destroy everything 
sacred.  Mr. Thorpe was the last to ascend the public house pulpit.  He had all 
of Whitefield’s gestures and mannerisms down pat, and he exclaimed as he 
rose “I shall beat you all!”  For great effect, Thorpe crossed his eyes, and then 
took up a Bible.  And by the mysterious providence of God, the Bible opened to 
Luke 13:3, “Except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish.” As he read the verse 
out loud, great conviction came to his soul . . . and so he preached. He preached 
with great earnestness. As he would later say, “If ever I preached in my life by 
the assistance of the Spirit of God, it was at that time.” The crowd in the pub 
was struck dumb, not by entertainment but by Thorpe’s sincerity of preaching.

When he was done preaching, Thorpe retired to weep over his sins. He 
had been converted that very hour by an unexampled act of divine grace.  
Later, Thorpe became Reverend Thorpe, and he pastored a church in 
Masborough where he served for 13 years until his death in 1776.

We need to take note of the mysterious providence of God in the conversion 
of a sinner!  The Word of God can penetrate to the very depths of a person’s 
heart, no matter how hardened or closed the heart might be.  It is only the 
Scriptures preached that can do that.  Mr. Thorpe of Rotherham, in a sense, 
preached his own conversion sermon.

T
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ut recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you 
endured a hard struggle with sufferings, sometimes being publicly 
exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners 

with those so treated. For you had compassion on those in prison, and you 
joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you 
yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one. Therefore, do not 
throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For you have need 
of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive 
what is promised. (Hebrews 10:32-36)

When my children were young, I tried very hard to never ridicule or make 
fun of them. Still, there was one childish behavior for which I saved up all 
my righteous paternal ridicule. Whenever a child began to whine about his 
or her circumstances, diving head-first into self-pity, I would adopt my most 
nasal, whiny-child voice and say “I’m a victim! I’m a victim!” Now, that’s 
probably not the best biblical parenting in the world, but it did at least let 
them know that I never wanted them to think of themselves as victims. That 
is, I never wanted them to think that was a part of who they were. 

This is not to deny that there are victims in the world. In fact, the Bible is 
unique in ancient literature in declaring God’s concern for the victimized and 
oppressed – the Exodus salvation was born out of God’s hearing the cries of his 
enslaved people. The law of God is full of commandments related to relieving 
people of oppression and victimization. For instance, kidnapping and unjust 
enslavement of people are to be met with the death penalty, according to 
Exodus 21:16. Wisdom literature has the same emphasis: “Do not rob the 
poor, because he is poor, or crush the afflicted at the gate, for the LORD 
will plead their cause and rob of life those who rob them” (Proverbs 22:22-
23). The prophets are legendary in their emphasis of Yahweh’s unchanging

concern for the victimization of people. Through Isaiah the Lord declared, 
“…cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring 
justice to the fatherless, plead the widow’s cause.” Our Lord Jesus, continuing 
in the Hebraic tradition, taught similar things, encapsulating them most 
memorably in the parable of the Good Samaritan. Simply put, you cannot 
serve God without being concerned for those who are victimized by others. 

But notice I did not say you should ever think of yourself as a victim. Even if 
we might, on rare occasion, truly qualify as being a victim, it is a spiritually 
unhealthy way to think of one’s self for long. The godly concern we have for 
others should not be turned back on ourselves and become a central and 
abiding feature of our own identity and self-understanding. Consider the text 
from Hebrews above. The author is addressing Christians (those who have 
become “enlightened”) regarding previous oppression they have endured for 
their faith. He does not deny that such persecution existed in their time, and 
moreover, they are favorably described as having empathy for others in those 
situations: “…you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, sometimes being 
publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners 
with those so treated.  For you had compassion on those in prison…” There is 
no denial of the hard reality here, and a praise for their compassion for others 
who had been victimized. Yet, they were not to think of themselves as victims 
per se: “…and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since 
you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one. 
Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.” 

The historic Christian influence in Western society has surely led to the relief 
of much real oppression and victimization of folk. The many crusades for 
social causes, including that for the safety of the unborn, continue to this day. 
But many things can be true at once, and it seems as though now everyone 
is claiming victim status.  It’s not there aren’t still real injustices – and we 
now have smart phones to record them and display them to the world. 
But the institutionalization of victim status and lasting self-understandings 
largely based on one’s own experience of suffering and loss will ultimately 
hurt those they claim to help, and the new doctrine of “intersectionality” 
(which looks for multiple categories of victimhood), however well intended 
by some, creates a kind of sweepstakes for defining one’s self in this way, as 
one United States Senator did in claiming she was not only a woman but also 
(falsely claiming to be) a descendent of Native Americans. 
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When victimhood becomes a prominent part of our enduring self-
understanding, it often produces high levels of sensitivity to slights and 
suspicions of the motives of others, as well as a spirit of defeatism and 
bitterness in the one once hurt. I believe it also actually reduces the wells 
of compassion for others – we are spending it all on ourselves.  Instead, 
we should actively look to our reward in Christ, not “throwing away our 
confidence” because of what was done to us. We must deny giving further 
power to the victimizer through any form of self-pity. 

What has been especially distressing to me has been the normalization of 
a “grievance industry” in American evangelicalism. Seeing the power of 
portraying one’s self as a victim, too often Christians have declared ourselves 
“oppressed” and “persecuted” by the secular culture. There certainly are 
believers who are truly oppressed in the world, from Nigeria to North Korea, 
from China to Cuba. What must they think of North American Christians who 
all but wear a badge of martyrdom because we have a disordered culture 
and can’t bear to watch the Grammy Awards anymore?  Or that (horrors!) we 
must endure those who post hostile things about our faith on social media? 
Certainly, none of us have been imprisoned or had our property plundered, 
as the Christians in the first century did. Yet, again and again, I have seen 
those in the “Christian” or “conservative” news media complain about being 
“mocked,” when in fact someone was just disagreeing with them.  As unseen 
internet algorithms feed us more and more news designed to reinforce this 
sense of victimhood, and we sink down into a sub-culture of self-pity, our 
witness to Christ is compromised. Who, after all, really wants to be identified 
with a community that is always licking its supposed wounds? Yes, there are 
plenty of problems in living in an aggressively secular culture, and perhaps 
some great trials ahead for us. We must be sober about that. We must always 
guard our religious liberty --- and there are many who do not share our faith 
who want to guard that liberty as well. But let us also beware of settling into 
the idea that we are an oppressed and victimized people.     

Beloved, in sum, we are to be the opposite of delicate religious “snowflakes.” 
The great fact of our existence is that “we are more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us” (Rom. 8:37) Be glad and courageous! As the writers to the 
Hebrews indicates, we are to endure what difficulties we face here with far 
more than mere stoicism – indeed, with a confidence that the reward we will 
receive in Christ more than makes up for all the trials here.  Praise the Lord! 
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Why do the nations rage and the peoples 
plot in vain? The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel 
together, against the loRD and against his 
Anointed, saying, “let us burst their bonds 
apart and cast away their cords from us.”

he who sits in the heavens laughs; the lord 
holds them in derision. Then he will speak 
to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his 
fury, saying, “As for me, i have set my King 
on Zion, my holy hill.”

i will tell of the decree: The loRD said to 
me, “You are my son; today i have begotten 
you. Ask of me, and i will make the nations 
your heritage, and the ends of the earth your 
possession. You shall break them with a rod 
of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s 
vessel.”

now therefore, o kings, be wise; be warned, 
o rulers of the earth. serve the loRD with 
fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the 
son, lest he be angry, and you perish in 
the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

psalm 2



o you practise hospitality? For my final Captive Thoughts article I ask 
you to consider prayerfully the vital yet much neglected subject of 
hospitality.   

The Exhortation
 
Paul, in Romans 12, appeals to us to present our bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. Then, in the following verses, he 
paints a picture of what being a living sacrifice to God looks like. Part of 
that picture is to ‘seek to show hospitality’ (13). Notice we are to ‘seek’ 
to show hospitality. Living sacrifices to God aren’t content merely to be 
willing to show hospitality when called upon; they actively pursue and 
strive for opportunities to be hospitable. The verb in the Greek also implies 
continuous action: continue to seek to show hospitality.  

The Importance

Hospitality is important to God. Really important. The Bible gives clear 
exhortations to be hospitable (Lev. 19:33-34), to be joyfully hospitable 
(1 Pet. 4:9) and not to neglect hospitality (Heb. 13:1-2). Our brothers 
and sisters in the Apostolic Church lived this out as they ‘day by day’ 
broke bread in their homes, receiving their food with glad and generous 
hearts (Acts 2:46). So important is hospitality to God, in fact, that to be 
an elder in Christ’s church a man ‘must’ be an example of what it is to be 
hospitable (1 Tim. 3:2, Titus 1:8). 

But why, primarily, is hospitality so important? It is important not only 
because it is commanded in the Bible, but because we are to be like God, and 
God is perfectly hospitable! When we were dead in our sins, God called us 
to Himself, adopted us as His children, and welcomed us into His presence. 
Despite being filthy, foolish, wandering sheep, God invited us to dwell in His

house forever (Ps. 23:6). Can you imagine a farmer leading his flock of 
sheep into his living room? That’s what God does. The sheep of Psalm 23 
dwell in the house of God forever. Indeed, Christ died so that we could 
enter into the presence and hospitality of God, and He ascended to 
prepare a heavenly home for us (John 14:2-3). We are to be holy as God is 
holy; we are to be hospitable as God is hospitable.             

The Definition

The Greek word we translate ‘hospitality’ is philoxenia, which is ‘love’ 
(philo) and ‘stranger’ (xenia). Hospitality, at its core, is loving strangers. A 
significant part of seeking to show hospitality, then, is loving people outside 
our family and immediate friend groups. When we invite unbelievers into 
our home to demonstrate and share the Gospel with them, for example, 
we are showing hospitality in its most obvious form. That said, we are 
also – perhaps especially – to show hospitality to other Christians (Gal. 
6:10). Heartily greeting the person we have never met before, after the 
worship service, is no less hospitality than inviting an agnostic lesbian over 
for dinner.  

Forms of hospitality may include greeting someone not known or little 
known to us at church, it may include inviting someone out for coffee or a 
meal (this is America!), or a phone call or card or text message, or helping 
someone financially or practically. All these are helpful ways to embrace 
Paul’s appeal. But surely the most effective way to show hospitality is to 
invite someone into your home (Gen. 18, Job 31:32, Acts 2:46).     

The Effectiveness

In our polarised age, when almost everyone around us has built their self-
centred walls of mistrust and individualism, when people are starving 
for fellowship (although perhaps unawares), when people are lonely 
because social media just isn’t cutting it; inviting folk into our homes is 
a profound, counter-cultural, highly effective means to minister Christ 
to other Christians and unbelievers alike! Would it be too much of a 
stretch to say that having folk – folk not in your friend groups, folk you 
wouldn’t ordinarily gravitate towards, folk from different cultural, ethnic, 
age and class backgrounds - in your living room, is a profound statement 
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about what the Kingdom of God is like, in marked contrast to the lonely, 
individualistic, polarised society under the dominion of Satan?  

Few things say ‘I’ve received the love of God’, ‘I belong to another kingdom’, 
and ‘I love you’, more than having someone in your home. When you invite 

someone into your home - to your behind-the-scenes world, what you are 
really gesturing is, ‘I’m opening my heart and my life to you, as well as my 
home’. In our individualistic age, I think it clearly demonstrates something of 
the transforming power of the Gospel.    

Hospitality also facilitates unity and deepens bonds with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. Christians are to ‘rejoice with those who rejoice, and 
mourn with those who mourn’ (Rom. 12:15), and ‘bear one another’s 
burdens’ (Gal. 6:2). Inviting someone to your home furnishes opportunity 
both to discover your brother or sister’s burdens, and bear them right 
along with them in your kitchen! Perhaps your experience is different, 
but my experience is that I have formed closer bonds with my brothers 
and sisters who have opened their home to my family and I.

The Execution

As an outsider coming to America, over these past four years I’ve been 
struck at how individualistic America – or at least Charlotte – seems to be. 
And dare I say it, the American church, in my experience, isn’t altogether 
dissimilar from the culture in this regard. We ought to know one another 
well, share our lives together, embrace the lonely and the quirky . . . we 
ought to open our homes.  

There are always reasons not to seek to show hospitality. Neglecting 
hospitality is the course of least resistance. We’ve got too much on. The 
house is untidy. I’m not a good cook. Our dog is wild. Our kids go to bed 
early. The dishes! I’m an introvert. Nobody extends hospitality to me (I’ve 
found that those most vocal in complaining about not receiving hospitality 
are sometimes the least active in extending it). There are always reasons. 

But sometimes it is just a case of rolling up the sleeves (in more ways than 
one if you don’t have a dishwasher). The house doesn’t have to be tidy, 
nor the food exquisite. 

Even if opening up your home to those outside your friend groups is ‘not 
you’, let me urge you to ‘Just do it’. Hospitality is not a painful biblical 
exhortation. My wife will confess that her natural inclination is not 
opening up our home to hospitality, and yet she will tell you that after 
having hundreds and hundreds of people to our home over these past ten 
years, not once, despite having young children and a polrumptious dog, 
has she ever regretted a single evening of having our brothers and sisters 
in our home. We always note how precious it is to show love and deepen 
friendships.    

Do you show hospitality? How often do you have people in your home 
other than family and close friends? Do you open up your life, your world, 
and even your home, to other brothers and sisters, and to those who are 
spiritually homeless? Have you considered that opening your home may 
be a gateway to opening God’s home to those without Christ who are 
homeless in the streets of this world? Your hospitality may be a conduit 
to God’s hospitality!   

As Jesus invites us to sup with Him at His table every time we approach 
the Lord’s Supper, should we not invite others to sup with us at our 
table? Please prayerfully consider this biblical exhortation. Love others by 
opening up your heart and home in hospitality. You won’t regret it.  

    inviting folk into our homes is a profound, 
counter-cultural, highly effective means to minister 
Christ to other Christians and unbelievers alike
“

“

    Few things say ‘i’ve received the love of god’, ‘i 
belong to another kingdom’, and ‘i love you’, more 
than having someone in your home
“

“

    There are always reasons not to seek to show 
hospitality. neglecting hospitality is the course of 
least resistance
“

“



While other worldviews lead us to 
sit in the midst of life’s joys

FoReseeing The CoMing soRRoWs 

ChRisTiAniTY empowers its people to 
sit in the midst of this world’s sorrows

TAsTing The CoMing JoY

TiM KelleR



t can be hard to have hope in times like these. We see chaos, sin, 
and sickness in the world around us. We hear many different voices 
that are each vying for our attention. We have seen our government 

making rules and regulations that hinder the church’s ability to gather 
together. We see division and strife within the church. We face challenges 
in our day-to-day lives that we never anticipated. Life is hard and confusing. 
In light of all of this, I’ve been thinking a lot about Christ’s resurrection, 
even though Easter is five months away, because I’m convinced that the 
resurrection is one of the most practical doctrines to dwell on, especially in 
the midst of the chaotic time in which we live. The resurrection tells us what 
our life in this age is like, and it guarantees our hope in the age to come. 

First, it gives us the heavenly perspective on life in this present age. The 
resurrection provides for us the foundation of our faith. The Heidelberg 
Catechism Question 45 asks, “How does Christ’s resurrection benefit 
us?” The first two parts of the answer are relevant for showing the 
heavenly perspective on our present life. The catechism says, “First, 
by his resurrection he has overcome death, so that he might make us 
share in the righteousness he obtained for us by his death. Second, by 
his power we too are already raised to a new life.” In other words, the 
resurrection of Christ is his vindication from the Father. It is the Father’s 
glorious “AMEN” to Christ’s atoning work. All that he came to accomplish, 
he has accomplished. As Paul writes, “If Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile and you are still in your sins” (1 Cor. 15:17). Christ’s death is 
necessary for our atonement; his resurrection assures us of its efficacy. 

The catechism makes clear, there is a second present reality that the 
resurrection brings to the life of the believer. Being united to the resurrected 
Christ, we are, even now, “raised with Him” to newness of life --“the old has 

passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Cor. 5:17). We have already 
been raised to new life. Again, we can look to Paul who makes this point 
in Ephesians 2. After talking about the reality of all humans being dead in 
their sin, he writes, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made 
us alive together with Christ--by grace you have been saved--and raised 
us up with him and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus” (Eph. 2:4-6). While we still live in a sinful world in fallen bodies, we 
have been spiritually raised with Christ.  We are both called to live in light 
of this new life and have been brought into this new life already. As Calvin 
says, “We are not only invited through the example of Christ to strive after 
newness of life; but we are taught that we are reborn into righteousness 
through his power” (Calvin, Institutes, 2.26.13). 

Thus, the resurrection is foundational to our reconciliation with God. By the 
resurrection we see that Christ’s atoning work on the cross was effectual 
for our salvation. In addition, we see that his physical resurrection is the 
foundation for our spiritual resurrection. We are raised with Christ and 
seated with him, as Paul says. Calvin captures this dual present effect in the 
life of the believer well when he writes, “through his death, sin was wiped 
out and death extinguished; through his resurrection, righteousness was 
restored and life raised up, so that--thanks to his resurrection--his death 
manifested its power and efficacy in us” (Calvin, Institutes, 2.26.13). We 
understand ourselves to be those who have been united to Christ in his 
death, but also in his resurrection, so that we are now new creatures.

The Heidelberg Catechism also gives us a third, and forward looking, benefit 
of Christ’s resurrection. The catechism continues, “Christ’s resurrection is 
a sure pledge to us of our blessed resurrection.” While this language is 
consistent with what we see in Paul’s writings, Christ’s resurrection is even 
more than a pledge. It is the start of an event. 

The resurrection is the single most important eschatological event in

redemptive history. Richard Gaffin writes, “[Christ’s] resurrection is not 
an isolated event in the past. Rather, in its undeniably full-bodied, past 
historicity, it belongs, in a manner of speaking, to the future. It can be said 
to be from the future and to have entered the past and to be controlling 
the present from that future. In Christ’s resurrection, as it may be variously 
put, the age-to-come has begun, the new creation has actually dawned, 
eschatology has been inaugurated” (Gaffin, By Faith, Not By Sight: Paul 
and the Order of Salvation, 60-61). Here Gaffin is pointing out how the 
resurrection is, as Paul says, the firstfruits of a harvest that is still to come. 
Though it is a past event, it has present implications --we are already raised 
and seated with Christ in the heavenly places, a new creation has come. 
And we rightfully think of it as the first act of a still future event--the final 
resurrection, or harvest, that we will experience. 

Again, Gaffin writes, “We may say that for Paul these two resurrections are 
not so much two events, separate from each other, as they are two episodes, 
temporally distinct, of the one and same event. Together they form the 
beginning and end of the same ‘harvest.’” (Gaffin, By Faith Not By Sight, 61). 
Christ’s resurrection is the start of our own. We look back to it as the guarantee 
of our own future resurrection. And we know that our resurrection will occur 
because Christ’s resurrection is the firstfruits of the harvest that is to come. 
Several months ago, Pastor Dean quoted Thomas Watson who said, “We are 
more sure to rise out of our graves than out of our beds.” How can we say 
that? Because Christ has been raised and, being united to the risen Christ, his 
resurrection is the beginning of the full resurrection event that is yet to come. 

Why does this matter so much for the here and now? It matters because we 
so often lose sight of the eternal perspective. We get bogged down in the 
challenges of our day to day lives. We keep navel gazing. And that can lead to 
discouragement for us when times are hard and we aren’t easily able to see 
how God is at work or question if he is at all. God is at work. He has always 
been at work. The resurrection of Christ is the most certain guarantee that 
we have of that. We know that Christ will return and that we will be raised 
because Christ has been raised and is the firstfruits of our resurrection.

16

i

The hope of
the Resurrection

 K e e p
 C A l M
 h e  i s
 Risen

n
Kathryn Bowser

17

    The resurrection is the single most important 
eschatological event in redemptive history“

“
    We understand ourselves to be those who have 
been united to Christ in his death, but also in his 
resurrection, so that we are now new creatures
“
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he church is a weird thing by earthly standards. We aren’t united 
around a common interest, like a club. We aren’t using the church 
for our own advancement by way of networking. The reality of the 

oddness of the church becomes clear in times of crisis like what we have 
experienced over the past several months. The fact that we still care about 
gathering for worship, about encouraging one another in the faith, that we 
care for the physical well-being of one another, all without seeking our own 
gain, shows the supernatural reality of the church. We are joined together 
by the truth that we are united to Christ and one another. We aren’t united 
because of hobbies or interests or socio-economic similarities. We are 
united because we have been joined to Christ who is our head. 

In the past few months, I’ve seen that to be true in how you all care for one

another, even in the midst of your own trials. Currently, our church does 
not have many of the normal avenues for service since we haven’t had 
many of our normal events, or we haven’t had our normal events in normal 
ways. But you all have stepped up. You have called, text, and emailed one 
another. You’ve sent encouraging cards and brought meals to those who 
could use them. You have hosted bridal showers, even if they were outside 
in 90-degree heat. That is a great encouragement. It makes me thankful for 
the work of Christ and his Spirit in all of you. My encouragement is that 
we do not stop. We continue to have people in our congregation who are 
not yet able to return to worship due to health concerns. As we head into 
the holiday season, this may be a time of particular loneliness for many in 
our church. We will continue to have needs in our church, and we need to 
continue to be faithful in encouraging one another. 

If you’re interested in how you can help, I would encourage you to fill out the 
WIC Mercy Ministry survey that was emailed last month and will continue 
to go out in our WIC Newsletter. If you didn’t get that survey, feel free to 
email me (kathryn.bowser@sovereigngrace.org) and I’ll send it to you. This 
helps us know how you want to serve and how others might be able to serve 
and encourage you. I would also encourage you to stay tuned for the Bible 
Studies that will start up in January. Whether on Zoom or in person, it is 
good for us to spend time in the Word and in prayer together.

T

An encouragement
from WiC
Kathryn Bowser, Director of Women’s Ministries
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Avoid a sugar coated gospel

 seek

The gospel
     ThAT Rips up, 
      WounDs 
      AnD even Kills

  for that’s the gospel that  
  makes Alive AgAin

C.h. spuRgeon



The King of Glory standeth
Beside the heart of sin;
His mighty voice commandeth
The raging waves within;
The floods of deepest anguish
Roll backward at His will,
As o’er the storm ariseth
His mandate, “Peace, be still.”

At times, with sudden glory,
He speaks, and all is done;
Without one stroke of battle
The victory is won,
While we, with joy beholding,
Can scarce believe it true
That e’en our kingly Jesus
Can form such hearts anew.
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Born of dirt

Tempted and Failed

Brought a curse

Blamed his bride

Died and buried

eternal son of god

Tempted and victorious

Became a curse

Took the blame for his bride

Died and rose

DusTin Benge

“



26

Meet
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ur entire family hails from Charlotte. Yes, that would make us a bit 
of a unicorn family, since most of Charlotte’s population comes 
from elsewhere, but we’re all natives.  Actually, all four of us went 

to the same middle school (Quail Hollow).  Ron, Cindy and Trevor have 
lived here our whole lives with the exception of Ron serving four years 
in the Marines. Kimberly (30) now lives in Aniston, AL, where she is the 
Director of Therapy for a skilled nursing facility.  

Ron came to Sovereign Grace in a round about way. As a child, he spent 
weekends with his paternal great grandfather. On Sundays, the family 
was picked up and taken to worship at New Covenant Christian Church 
by Rev. Lionel Morgan. Later, when Ron’s father accepted the Lord’s 
calling, he took them to the same church. At fourteen, in 1975, Ron came 
with the church as they merged with Grace Presbyterian Church at this 
current location.  

Ten years later, Cindy’s mom, Helen, began attending Grace. She lived 
a few houses down the street and would walk to church. Cindy and 
her sister, Debra, started coming with her. Ron spotted Cindy from his 
spot in the choir and, after church, asked Rev. Morgan who she was. He 
said, “Nice try but, she’s dating someone already.” A week later, Ron 
was helping some folks from the church move, and Rev. Morgan was 
there. He pulled Ron aside and told him she wasn’t dating anyone any 
more. The two met in January, went on their first date in February, got 
engaged in June and married in September. They’ve been married now 
for 35 years.

Ron became a Christian at a very young age. After visiting the church 
with his great grandfather he began getting himself up on Sundays 

and catching the church bus that was going through his neighborhood.  
He was drawn to the message of Christ and grew up in His love.  He 
would later have the joy of leading Cindy to the Lord.  Trevor grew up in 
the church and by the time he reached middle school he had accepted 
Christ and has grown in His grace ever since.

The Lord has guided each of us and provided for us in ordinary ways 
throughout our lives. However, there was a particular time where He 
intervened in Ron’s life and spared him from certain death.  Ron was 
in the Marine Corps and was planning on making a career of it.  He 
served in an administrative capacity and was working late on a Friday 
night.  Another Marine was “working” in the same office, but, at the 
far end…a good 200 feet away.  An MP, making his rounds, noticed a 
suspicious smell and found the other Marine in possession of marijuana.  
He arrested him and arrested Ron as well, citing the fact that he was in 
the vicinity.

Their Commanding Officer wanted to make an example of both of them 
and sought a court martial.  However, Ron was, rightly, found to be 
innocent and had the charges dismissed when an entire platoon lined up 
to testify that there was simply no way that this particular Marine would 
ever do this.  He didn’t even drink and was often their hired designated 
driver when they hit the towns.  The CO became frustrated and retaliated 
by assigning Ron to Embassy duty in Beirut, Lebanon.  

Ron decided to exercise his option to be discharged as the end of his 
four-year obligation had come.  He had prayed that God would allow him 
to serve and that he would be able to remain stateside.  He prayed that 
the orders would be changed as he felt very strongly that Beirut was not 
where he wanted to be.  He was disappointed that the Lord seemed to 
be leading him to abandon his desire to be a career Marine, but he felt 
that was exactly what the Lord was doing.  He came home but held it in 
his heart that he could reenlist in 30 days if he wanted.  

But while he was home, the Embassy in Beirut was car bombed and 
many Marines, including the Marine that took Ron’s spot, were killed.  
Shaken and riddled with guilt, he decided to postpone reenlistment.  A 
year later, he was at Grace Church, singing in the choir, and spotted the

prettiest set of brown eyes he’d ever seen.  

Today Cindy is delighted to serve God by ministering to the children, and 
their parents, at the elementary school where she works as a secretary.  
She gives them encouragement and a smile and bears their burdens daily 
in prayer.  Ron is retiring from the Postal Service at the end of this year 
and is looking for the next thing that God has planned for him. Trevor (23)  
similarly is looking for God’s guidance in finding ways to serve.  He recently 
graduated from Appalachian State with a Masters degree in accounting 
and is working for a firm in the South End area of Charlotte.  

As far as hobbies, Ron is an avid baseball fan. He likes all sports but 
particularly baseball. Cindy gets great joy and satisfaction from projects 
around the house, and Trevor is happiest with a rod and reel and a 
body of water.

When we came to this church, Ron in 1975 and Cindy in 1985, the 
vision was that there would be a new sanctuary to minister to South 
Charlotte and a congregation with a heart to minister to the world. It 
warms our hearts to see these things now happening in God’s timing.  
We are so thankful to be a part of this family of believers.

o



Where are we from, and what brings us to Charlotte?

Ryan is from West Newton, Pennsylvania, just outside of Pittsburgh. West 
Newton is a small rural town with a population of around 2,500. He loves 
Pittsburgh and all its peculiarities: instead of “y’all” they say “yinz,” and 
frequently end sentences with “n’at,” an abbreviation of “and that.” They 
love sports, pierogies, and putting french fries on sandwiches and salad. 
Ryan has one brother and a niece and nephew. Nearly all of his family 
remains in the area, close to Pittsburgh.

Lydia is originally from the Kansas City area (Kansas side) but grew up in 
Springfield, Missouri after her family moved for her father’s new job at 
the federal prison there. She has three brothers and one sister, as well as 
three nieces and one nephew (two more nieces are on the way!). Her family 
are hardcore KU Jayhawk and KC Chief fans (Lydia and Ryan, unpopularly, 
remain indifferent to organized sports.) She misses being close to family but 
is confident that God’s will for her is to be here in North Carolina.

Both of us moved to Charlotte for studies at Reformed Theological 
Seminary (RTS) in the fall of 2018. Ryan is in his third year of the Master of 
Divinity program, and Lydia is now working full-time at State Employees’ 
Credit Union, near Mint Hill.

What drew us to Sovereign Grace?

Ryan started coming to SG in August of 2018, just a few weeks after arriving 
in Charlotte. Lydia arrived in November after visiting a few churches first.. 
For Lydia, what drew her to SG was the kind, welcoming people, singing 
the Psalms together (which she had never done before at any of the

churches she had been a part of; it was a marvel!), reformed and 
thoroughly intellectual teaching, evidence that the leaders and church 
body had good priorities (e.g., the choir sitting in the back of the sanctuary, 
the emphasis on expository preaching, prayer, and sacraments), and the 
very positive recommendation of others. Ryan came and remained for 
much the same reasons: the reverence of traditional worship, the strong 
biblical teaching, and the kind and welcoming people of SG.

What are our church backgrounds?

Ryan was not raised in the church. We continue to pray for his unbelieving 
family members, whom we love. After his conversion, he attended a (rather 
questionable) non-denominational church, then a Christian Missionary 
Alliance church before attending reformed churches. Lydia was raised in a 
stodgy, quiet non-denominational church where her father is still the choir 
director, from birth until she left for college. She attended a Baptist church 
throughout college, and also participated in Campus Christian Fellowship 
(CCF). CCF was a great blessing and support during those tumultuous years 
of growth, when at her liberal, secular public school, she was forced to 
consider how to live among unbelievers, how to be kind, and yet how to 
be firm in the Truth. It wasn’t until after college, while attending another 
non-denominational church and a Latino church, that she was introduced 
to reformed doctrine, moved to Charlotte, and found SG.

How did we come to know the Lord?

Ryan was converted at the age of 16, through a Christian friend of his. 
He invited Ryan to come to church with him after having had many 
conversations about religion and Christianity during the previous year. 
Lydia’s mother led her to Christ around the age of four, when she invited 
Lydia to pray at her bedside for Jesus to live in her heart and save her. It’s 
not clear whether that was indeed the moment of conversion, but over 
her lifetime the Lord has confirmed again and again that He has chosen 
her for Himself. Never mind the annual summer camp rededications, 
fretting about the Rapture, and wondering if those of us who are blessed 
to have been born into the church truly know what genuine faith is. It is 
a joy and comfort to think on the past and remember all the times God 
showed himself to be faithful, loving, and forgiving Father.

What are moments when we have especially seen the Lord’s hand 
at work in our lives?

For Lydia, going to biblical counseling in KC for crushing depression and 
anxiety, becoming reformed in the process (it’s a long story; ask her 
sometime!), finding RTS via a Google search, and promptly moving to 
Charlotte. Those first months were extremely difficult and stressful, but 
God provided for her financial needs, as well as emotional needs for a 
church home and friendships. Also, God’s faithfulness to sanctify and his 
kind generosity have been readily apparent in marriage.

For Ryan, arriving at sound, biblical teaching when he was a new Christian. 
Similarly, God converted some of his friends around the same time as him, one 
of whom he considers his best friend to this day. It was with and through these 
friends that he was nurtured in his young faith. They hung out, played music, 
read the Bible, and had plenty of spiritual conversations. Also, in God’s guiding 
him and even granting a certain measure of success in schooling, and finally in 
finding his beloved Lydia. We got to know each other through SG events and 
started dating in Fall 2019. We were married in June of this year.

How do we see ourselves serving God in our lives?

Ryan plans on being a teacher (of some kind) in the church of Jesus. 
He is especially interested in teaching Hebrew and Old Testament. He 
also endeavors to be a good husband and friend, and eventually father. 
Lydia looks forward to a lay-person career, a long and joyful marriage, 
motherhood, being involved in whatever student body Ryan teaches, and 
continued membership in the local church.

Hobbies/interests?

Ryan enjoys learning ancient languages. His current project is learning Latin 
communicatively (iucundum’st!). He also enjoys long-distance running. He 
also reads and plays video games with his friends and wife. Lydia is into 
reading, crafting homemade bath and beauty products, hiking, and learning 
web development coding. Together, we go on barefoot walks around the 
neighborhood, watch TV shows, make and eat Paleo food, read books on 
the couch with a tea or coffee in hand, talk bible and theology, and work out.
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