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L

ove is love is love is love is love is love
is love is love; it cannot be killed or
swept aside,” Hamilton mastermind Lin
Manuel Miranda said as he accepted his Tony
award for Best Score, shortly after the horrific
Pulse nightclub shooting. Miranda’s speech
has since been simplified and summarized as
“Love is love,” and it has become the newest
rallying cry for the expansion of marriage
beyond the one-man, one-woman paradigm
of the ages.
But is all love the same? Is the love I have for
my wife the same as the love I have for my
children, or for my neighbor across the street,
or my sisters, or for the elders at Sovereign
Grace? Is it the same as the “love” a polygamist
has for his many wives, or the “love” a white
nationalist has for the Caucasian race? What
about the “love” of a pedophile? The moment
you begin to reflect on the “love is love” claim,
the absurdity of it becomes apparent. Yes,
there is a sense in which we are to love all
who are made in the image of the one God.
But it is imperative that we love others in a
way that is suitable to their identity and true
need. The noun “love” is not a one-size-fits
all rhetorical hammer that should be used to
flatten all resistance to the latest assault on
biblical sexuality.

The truth is, it is quite possible to sin in the
name of “love.” Sin is not an accidental and
random slip-up in our behavior; it is always
driven by some form of love: love for self,
love for country, even “love” for “God.” As
Augustine, the Roman African church father
from the 4th century famously said, our central
problem is the issue of “disordered loves.”
He defined virtue, or holy living, as a “rightly
ordered love” (City of God, XV.23).
Christians believe that a holy life is love
rightly ordered in our hearts, and that such
right ordering comes only through receiving
by faith the love of God for us. When that is

“In this issue of Captive
Thoughts, each of our
articles, in its own way,
speaks to love for Christ”
the case, our love for Christ will transcend all
else. In this issue of Captive Thoughts, each of
our articles, in its own way, speaks to love for
Christ. Read with that in mind, and I think you
will see what I mean!
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ne of the great practical benefits of
celebrating the Advent season is it that
should cause us to stop and reflect on
who Jesus is and what he has done. Throughout
December, we will be singing great hymns about
the incarnation, God becoming man, and the
great love that Christ has for sinners. We will
also be singing “Messianic Psalms” that point to
Christ. In addition, I will be preaching a series
of sermons on the theme “Loving Christ.” At the
heart of what it means to be a Christian is to
love Christ.

This is the essence of the “greatest
commandment.” The statement, “Hear,
O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is
one” corresponds to the first of the Ten
Commandments, “You shall have no other
gods before me.” God is first and preeminent
in our hearts and lives. The commandment
that follows, to love the Lord with all our
heart, soul, mind and strength, tells us that
this love is all-encompassing. It includes our
thoughts, our emotions, our actions. We
are to love God with all that we are and all

“We just don’t love each other anymore” is the
excuse many give to justify divorce. Yet, defining
love by going to the opposite extreme is not
correct either. Action without emotion and joy
is simply the loveless fulfilling of an obligation.
The Puritan Thomas Watson, in his classic
work on the Ten Commandments, begins by
pointing out that the summation of the Ten
Commandments is loving God and neighbor.
He then goes on to describe love in this way:
“Love is the queen of graces. It shines and

A scribe once asked Jesus what the greatest
commandment was. He replied, “The most
important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God,
the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength’”
(Mark 12:29-30). As we draw near to the end of
our study of 1 Corinthians, we will see that Paul
concludes the letter with these words, “If anyone
has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed”
(1Cor. 16:22). Similarly, Paul ends his letter to the
Ephesians, “Grace be with all who love our Lord
Jesus Christ with love incorruptible” (Eph. 6:24).
God’s grace is with those who love Christ.

Both of these “dour Puritans” (as I recently
heard someone say) refer to love in terms of
delight and the going forth of the heart. Our
love for Christ comes from the depth of our
being. It requires finding joy and pleasure
in him.
Significantly, the scribe who asked Jesus
about the greatest commandment was in
many ways attracted to Jesus. He had seen
that Jesus had answered well the questions
from other Jewish leaders who were trying to
trap him. And he went on to affirm that Jesus
was correct in how Jesus answered his own
question. At the end of their conversation,
Jesus said to him, “You are not far from the
kingdom of God” (34).

“Love” is prominent in John’s Gospel, especially
the necessity of loving Jesus. He tells his disciples,
“he who loves me will be loved by my Father,
and I will love him and manifest myself to him”
(John 14:21). In a remarkable passage at the end
of the Gospel, Jesus asks Peter three times, “Do
you love me?” Each time Peter answers that he
loves Jesus, and Jesus responds by calling him
to the ministry of feeding his flock (John 21:1517). The third time that Jesus asks, “Do you love
me?” Peter is grieved that he has asked him three
times, perhaps fearing that Jesus might think he is
being insincere in his love for Jesus. Yet, Peter had
recently denied Jesus three times, so Jesus gives
Peter the opportunity to affirm three times that
he really does love Jesus. Denying Jesus reflected
a defect in Peter’s love for Jesus. If someone were
to point to my wife and ask, “Is that your wife?”
and I replied no, it would show that I did not love
her. “Oh yes,” with a smile and twinkle in my eye,
would show that I did.
Moreover, repetition in Scripture is for emphasis.
Repeating words or phrases three times
emphasizes them to the highest degree. “Holy,
holy, holy” means that God is absolutely holy
and there is no rival to his holiness. Thus, if Peter
is going to serve Jesus, he must love him to the
highest degree possible. There can be no rivals
for Peter’s love.
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Love is the going forth of the heart
unto the object beloved; and the love
which true Christians [have for] Jesus
Christ is a grace wrought by the Spirit
in their hearts whereby, upon [grasping]
and believing Christ’s infinite loveliness
and excellency, His matchless love,
grace, and mercy—their hearts go forth
towards Him in earnest desires after
union to Him, and communion with
Him, wherein they take chief delight.
This is accompanied with a yielding and
dedication of themselves unto His will
and service.

Do I

Love
Jesus?
Dr. William Barcley
that we do. As Peter learned, the Christian’s
supreme love must be for Christ.

sparkles in God’s eyes. The nature of love
consists in delighting in its object.”

Many Christians today define love only in terms
of action. This is understandable because our
culture tends to define love solely in terms of
emotion or romantic feelings toward someone.

Similarly, yet more comprehensively, Thomas
Vincent, in his work, The True Christian’s
Love to the Unseen Christ, defines love in the
following way:

This scribe respected Jesus. He affirmed Jesus’
teaching. He liked Jesus. Yet, he is “not far”
from the Kingdom. He is not yet a Christian.
He does not yet recognize Jesus as “the Lord”
whom he is to love with heart, soul, mind and
strength.
Many people in the world admire Jesus.
They like his teaching. They like the way
Jesus treated others—his compassion, his
concern for the lowly and the outcast, his
hatred of the hypocritical treatment of
others. They are moved by Jesus’ sacrificial
death on the cross. Many call themselves
“Christians.” But their lives show that they
do not love Jesus. Therefore, they are not
truly Christians.
Throughout December, I will be preaching
a series of sermons on loving Christ and
discussing what loving Christ looks like. The
most important question you can ask is, “Do
I love Jesus?” My prayer is that throughout
this Advent series, we individually and
collectively will grow to love Christ more.
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Come
Thou Fount
Dr. John Currid
obert Robinson was born in Swaffam,
Norfolk County, England in 1735. His
father was a customs officer in that
market town, but he died when Robert was
eight years old in 1743. When he was still a boy,
his mother sent him to London to be a barber’s
apprentice. There he came under the influence
of a bad crowd. The historian Kenneth Osbeck
commented that Robinson “associated with a
gang of hoodlums and lived a debauched life.”
In 1752, he heard that George Whitfield was to
preach in London, and so he urged his gang to
go with him to heckle the preacher and disrupt
the meeting.

r

Robinson heard Whitfield preach that day on
Jesus’ words in Matthew 3:7, “O generation
of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from
the wrath to come.” For the next three years,
Robinson could not expunge from his mind the
phrase used by Whitfield in the sermon: “Oh,
my hearers! The wrath to come! The wrath
to come!” As a result, he was marvelously
converted on December 10, 1755, and then he
later became a minister of the gospel. Robinson
first began preaching in a Calvinistic Methodist
chapel in Suffolk in 1758. He soon, however,
accepted Baptist teaching and became pastor
of Stone Yard Baptist Church in Cambridge from
1761-1790 (the year of his death).
In 1758, Robinson wrote the wonderful hymn
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing.” He
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penned that hymn to express his joy in his newfound faith.
Come, thou fount of every blessing,
tune my heart to sing they grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
In the third stanza, Robinson wrote the
memorable words, “Prone to wander – Lord,
I feel it – prone to leave the God I love.” Was
Robert Robinson prone to wander? We are
uncertain. Late in his ministry, he became close
friends with Joseph Priestly, one of the founders
of Unitarianism. Robinson, in fact, was accused
of converting to Unitarianism, and Priestly even
performed his funeral service.
There is an unverifiable story that one day
Robinson was riding in a coach, and another
passenger was humming a hymn. She asked him
if he liked it. He responded, “Madam, I am the
poor unhappy man who wrote that hymn many
years ago, and I would give a thousand worlds,
if I had them, to enjoy the feelings I had then.”
Had he left the God he loved? We do not know.
Our hope is that the first two lines of the third
stanza gripped him even in death:
O to grace how great a debtor
daily I’m constrained to be;
let that grace now, like a fetter,
bind my wand’ring heart to thee.
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a world where everything
“Inrevolves
around y o u r s e lf

Protect yourself,
Promote yourself,
Comfort yourself, and
Take care of yourself

“

Jesus says

Crucify yourself

David Platt

A

s we enter the season in the traditional
church calendar dedicated to the coming
(Advent) of One of such stupendous
significance that all of history now turns on
the one axis of his life, death, resurrection
and ascension and coming again, I find myself
pondering our continuing human desire for
heroes to deliver us. Is the desire for a rescuing
hero to save us from enemies (enemies within
or without) a kind of secular archetype of the
messianic hope of Israel, a secular archetype
doomed to disappoint because it is not seen as
fulfilled in Jesus?

and “right wing” camps who make little or no
attempt to understand and fairly represent the
views of those not in their own camp is its own
disaster in a constitutional republic.

This year I read a biography of Frederick
Douglas, the former slave-turned-abolitionist
who was the most famous black man in the
world in the 19th century and a figure of great
importance in American life. The biographer
David Blight (Frederick Douglas: Prophet of
Freedom) not only details his remarkable life but
also the wide array of people, both American
and European, who saw Douglas through largerthan-life lenses. I was particularly struck by the
devotion of one Ottilie Assing, a German radical
journalist who was the daughter of a physicianpoet father and a mother who was a teacher
and romantic poet. Assing was an atheist who
believed in absolute human equality, and while
she was drawn both to Douglas’ cause and
his person (she lived in his home during the
warmer months for years, along with his wife
and children), she often tried to convince him
to leave the Christian church and all the biblical
rhetoric in his speeches, which he refused to do.

One morning this week, my devotional
reading was John chapter 5. Jesus is teaching
his disciples of his unique relationship to the
Father: “So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I
say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own
accord, but only what he sees the Father doing.
For whatever the Father does, that the Son
does likewise. For the Father loves the Son and
shows him all that he himself is doing. And
greater works than these will he show him, so
that you may marvel. For as the Father raises
the dead and gives them life, so also the Son
gives life to whom he will” (Emphasis added).

As Douglas’ biographer Blight writes, “As a
German romantic, Assing was always in search
of the hero in history, the maker of new nations,
new ideas, and new times…” In her own
account of Douglas, Assing wrote that Douglas
“possessed a perfect mastery of language,” and
the most “mellifluous, sonorous, flexible voice
speaking to the heart I have ever heard.” His very
name filled American halls to overflowing, she
maintained, “as if a new apostle had revealed
to them for the first time a truth that had lain
unspoken in everyone’s heart.” (p.291-292)
Having read much about Douglas in this
biography, I can better understand the reasons so
many admired him. He was a decisive, compelling,
charismatic figure serving a profoundly moral
cause. But I was also struck by Assing’s heroworship and how it sprang out of the folk-religion
and mythic literature of the German people. And
then, in a moment, the entire phenomenon of
Adolf Hitler’s rise to power made a kind of sense.
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I find robustly doctrinal Christian faith to be a
help in curing us from this tendency to hero
worship. Christian faith indeed recognizes that
we are in dire straights (the direst possible
straights!) and that we need a deliverer. That
Deliverer is proclaimed to be Jesus Christ, who is
no mere “hero” (the word is too small for him),
but the Christ of God and the Son of God.

Who is your

HERO?
Rev. Dean Turbeville
Hero worship is found in every culture, and in
every time. While God works through leaders,
and we are right to be thankful for the good
ones, we often idolize them in ways that make
us less truly human, and which give undue
power to the one we idolize. We surrender our
wills and good judgment to the Dear Leader, and
thus we are swept up in the course of another’s
life and choices, another one who is, as we are,
but a creature, and one sinful by nature.
When this happens, it does not end well. When
we idolize leaders in religion, their human frailties
and sin become nothing less than crisis of faith
for us. Long ago, we rejected the near-deification
of the Pope of Rome, but the “celebrity pastor”
syndrome in evangelical churches is also fraught
with danger for both congregants and the pastors
they idolize, as it corrupts the central purpose of
our faith: to bring glory to God. And it is nothing
new: ‘What I mean is that each one of you says,
“I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow
Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.”’ (1 Corinthians 1:22)
The idolization of artists and musicians has its

own set of dangers. “Creatives,” as they are
now called, are often affected by the success
they achieve, and instead of following new
paths of creativity, they begin to shape their
art to perceived market demands. Other artists
may be tempted in mimic those who are
“worshipped” by their followers, and great art is
rarely achieved through mimicry.
There can also be forms of hero-worship in the
political realm. The extreme partisanship of our
day is both a source and a result of blind loyalty to
idolized leaders, from the many in the Democratic
Party who bow to “Pro-Choice” Hollywood
figures, to the adoption of blasphemous “Chosen
One” language for our current president by some
Republicans. The crushing of dissent within the
parties reduces the likelihood of real statesmanship,
where appropriate compromises can be made
in bi-partisan legislation. The Rev. Franklin
Graham’s recent statement that any opposition
to the current president is “demonic” is a perfect
example of that. In short, the hero-worship within
the parties produces a toxic political tribalism, and
the segregation of media outlets into “left wing”

When Christ, in conjunction with his Father and
by the working of the Holy Spirit, gives us life,
we have life indeed, and the voids we feel in our
lives which used to be filled by idolized leaders
and other admired people are now occupied
by Jesus himself, filling us with his Spirit. Both
“Christ in us, the hope of glory” (Colossians
1:27), and all the other works of Christ as well,
should cause us to “marvel,” Jesus says.
That’s really what I want you to do this Christmas
season, marvel (and not in a “Marvel comics
hero” kind of way)! The Greek word John used
for marvel is related the Greek word for miracle.
So, marvel at the miracle of the virgin birth of
Jesus and the coming of the Son of God into
our lives both then and now. What a wonder
it is to love Jesus in response to his own love!
If we were to list all the ways he has saved us
and all the things he has saved us from, John
says “the world itself could not contain the
books that would be written” (John 21:25).
But surely part of that deliverance is that he
has freed us from the need of larger-than-life
heroes and our fear-driven desires to idolize
them. Transcending the very term “hero,”
our Lord Jesus Christ was “born to raise
the sons of earth, born to give them second
birth”! Merry Christmas!
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ecently I preached on the fourth
commandment. In so doing, I realized, to
a greater extent, not only the obligation
but also the blessing of keeping the Lord’s day
the Lord’s day. So I’ve turned my sermon into an
article, and really encourage you to read on, as I
believe keeping the Sabbath is truly life-changing.
WH AT
The fourth commandment is: ‘Remember the
Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall
labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day
is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you
shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your
daughter, your male servant, or your female
servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner
who is within your gates. For in six days the
LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that is in them, and rested on the seventh day.
Therefore, the LORD blessed the Sabbath day
and made it holy’ (Exodus 20:8-11).
‘Sabbath’ literally means cease or rest. The fourth
commandment is saying, Remember to set apart
the rest day. What does that mean exactly? God
gives us a clue in Isaiah 58:13-14. He says, ‘Take
back your foot from the Sabbath’. In the ancient
world, a victor would put his foot on the neck of
his defeated enemy-king. God tells us to take our
foot off the neck of the Sabbath, i.e. let it breathe
or liberate it. He continues, ‘From doing your
pleasure on my holy day’. The Hebrew word for
‘pleasure’ means Your desired thing or Your own
priority. ‘Call the Sabbath a delight and the holy
day of the Lord honourable. Honour it, not going
your own ways or seeking [literally pursuing] your
own pleasure [i.e. desired thing] or talking idly’.
In short, take a break from yourself and from the
humdrum and demands of your daily life and
your priorities, in order to prioritize Him.
Now you’d think that’d be appetising! Yet many
Christians ignore the fourth commandment as
if it was not part of the Ten Commandments.
In fact, Christians who do keep the Sabbath
are seen as unusual, stuffy or even Pharisaic.
So here is the question, In an age when barely
anyone keeps the Sabbath, why should I?

The

Queen
Days

WH Y
Here are five reasons to remember the Sabbath.

of
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1

Rev. Rob Dykes

Because God kept the fourth
commandment
The Ten Commandments are a mirror to us.
When we look at them we realize our need for
a savior and are driven to Christ (we often refer

to this as the First use of the Law). But the Ten
Commandments also mirror God. They are not
arbitrary, but rather reflect God’s own nature.
They not only show us what God requires of us,
but what God is like. For example, we are not
to commit adultery. Why? Because God doesn’t,
i.e. He is perfectly faithful to His covenant
people. Another example; we are not to covet.
Why? Because God doesn’t, i.e. He is perfectly
satisfied in Himself (and we should be satisfied
in Him too). Implicit in the Ten Commandments
is God saying, ‘This is what I’m like, and you
are to be like me’. And equally, God worked
six days and on the seventh ‘He rested and
was refreshed’ (Exodus 31), and so we ought
to follow suit. Incidentally, if the omnipotent,
infinitely wise God thought it was important to
have a Sabbath, shouldn’t we also?

2

Because God commands you to keep the
fourth commandment
‘Remember the Sabbath day’ is a command,
not a suggestion! Just as ‘You shall not murder’
is a command and not a suggestion, the same
is true of remembering the Sabbath. God
commands us to dedicate the Sabbath to Him
and that should be motivation enough.
Some question whether the Ten Commandments
are still binding for New Testament Christians.
But the Moral Law (summed up in the Ten
Commandments), unlike the Ceremonial and
Judicial laws, are still binding. Now Christians
are not under the Law regarding the Covenant
of Works, i.e. we don’t keep the Law to earn
or contribute to our salvation (Galatians 2, 3).
Christ has delivered us from the Law so we are
neither justified nor condemned by it. But the
Ten Commandments belong to the Covenant
of Grace, not the Covenant of Works. In other
words, although the Law is not binding regarding
our justification, it is binding as a rule of life. It is
your duty to keep it. As one man said, ‘We are
not under the Law, but we are not without it’. If
you are redeemed from the demands of the Law,
you respond with obedience to the Law (note
how the Ten Commandments follow Exodus
19:4-5 and 20:2). Jesus was emphatic that if you
love Him you will keep His commandments (John
14:15, 21, 23, 24).
Some
question
whether
the
fourth
commandment in particular is still binding for
Christians today. They say (mistaking the Sabbath
as bondage not liberation) ‘Jesus delivered us
from that Old Testament stuff’. But actually,
Jesus was and is pro-Sabbath (Matthew 5:1719)! Jesus is never against the Sabbath in the
New Testament. He was against the way the
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scribes and Pharisees had turned it into legalistic
bondage, where breaking their 234 categories of
‘hedges’ was tantamount to breaking the fourth
commandment itself. In Mark chapters two and
three, Jesus was against the scribes and Pharisees
who saw the Sabbath as a web of formalistic do’s
and don’ts to be negotiated in order to appease
God. But Jesus was for a day set aside to spend
time with God as a foretaste of heaven. Jesus was
and is a Sabbatarian.

3

Because the fourth commandment
enables you to savor God
How wise God is! He knew we needed a day
to devote to Him because otherwise we’d
forget Him. We’d fill our weeks to the brim with
work, education and social engagements. We’d
neglect the Means of Grace and the children of
God. We’d fret and fuss and worry and strive.
We’d frazzle ourselves to death. We’d be so
submerged by this life that we’d lose His eternal
perspective. In short, we’d crowd God out!
So God says, Take a rest. Step back. Be still and
know that I, not you, am God. Withdraw from
the demands and deadlines and daze of your
daily burdens and breathe me in. Rest. Reset your
priorities. See things in their proper place. See me!
C. H. Spurgeon told the following story:
I remember a friend telling me that when he
was looking at a house in Newcastle to be let,
he was taken to the roof and the agent said to
him, ‘You see there is a fine view from here.
You can see a long way today, but on Sundays
you can see all the way to Durham Cathedral’.
My friend asked, ‘Why on Sundays?’ and the
reply was, ‘You cannot see it the rest of the
week because of the smoke, but on Sundays it
is usually clear enough to get a glimpse.’

the one who loved us and chose us, and sent
His son to die for us, who freed us from our
bondage, rescued us from drowning in our sin,
and snatched us from hell. You need the fourth
commandment so as not to forget, but rather
see and savour, your creator and redeemer!

4

Because the fourth commandment is for
your good
God gave Adam paradise. He also gave him one
small law with the promise of life or death. Why
this arbitrary law? Because by obeying it, Adam
was saying, ‘I submit to you. You are God, not me.
I’m satisfied in you. I trust you to know what is
best for me’. But Satan twisted it: ‘God is mean
and restrictive. This law is holding you back. If you
break this law life will be so much better for you’.
So Adam broke the law imagining something
other than God’s will would bring satisfaction.
Often people have this view of God, of the
Law, or of the fourth commandment! They
imagine that remembering the Sabbath is harsh,
restrictive, and holds us back. ‘If I break the
fourth commandment’, they think, ‘things will be
better for me’. It’s a lie! Disobeying God not only
dishonors Him, but also misunderstands the Law.
‘Freedom is not doing whatever you want, its
enjoying the benefits of doing what we should’
(Kevin DeYoung). The Sabbath is freedom!
The Ten Commandments say ‘Here are
blueprints for a God-honoring life, but also a
life that is good for you’. They are sign-posts and
speed-limits that direct and protect. Imagine
life without traffic laws keeping us safe! The
Sabbath is for our good! It is a sign-post that
directs us from the humdrum to delight in God.

What views some of us have had of heaven and
what views of Jesus Christ have been given to us
on Sabbath days! We might have seen Him on
other days if there had not been so much smoke
from business, care and sin, but the blessed
breath from heaven has blown it all away on
the Sabbath day and we have been able to look
even into that which is within the veil!

The Sabbath navigates you to God . . . which is
good for you. It is not an arduous and arbitrary
box to be ticked, but rather by keeping it you
will ‘Take delight in the LORD and [He] will make
you ride on the heights of the earth’ (Isaiah
58:14). It is on the Sabbath we draw into God’s
presence, join the angels in choirs of worship,
and have our affections reoriented, our earthly
concerns put into eternal perspective, our souls
comforted, resolves strengthened, sins forgiven,
and blessings pronounced. This is the day that
being in the Spirit we see and glory in our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.

The Sabbath gives us a break from the fog of
earthly-mindedness so that we can see God. So
that we can look beyond our fleeting existence
and vaporous To-Do lists, and remember He is
our creator (Exodus 20:11). We can remember
also He is our redeemer (Deuteronomy 5:5);

Euan Murray played rugby for Scotland. But he
refused to play on the Sabbath. One Sunday he
came to share his testimony with my previous
congregation after evening worship, and
someone from the congregation asked, ‘Is it
difficult not to check the score or think about the

Spurgeon went on to comment:
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match on days that you’d otherwise participate
in?’ Murray said that would be to miss the whole
point! For Murray, the Sabbath wasn’t just a duty
for him to prioritize God over rugby, but it was
a delight, because he valued meeting with Christ
on the Sabbath more than playing (or watching)
professional sports!
How many spiritual toils and snares would we
avoid if we prioritized God on His day? How much
more would we delight in God if we prioritized
Him on His day? The Sabbath is good for you.

5

Because it is an astonishing testimony to
God and others
Keeping the Sabbath is our testimony or ‘sign’
to God that He is our God and we are His people
(Exodus 31:12-13, 16-17). These verses are clear
that the way we keep the Sabbath sends a loud
message to God about how we value Him.

keep the Sabbath free. I discovered this practise
during seminary and it transformed my life
for the better! Also parents, don’t allow your
children to slay the Sabbath on the altar of
academic advancement!

2

Be prepared to make sacrifices
We live in a culture where remembering
the Sabbath means swimming upstream. Like
Euan Murray (pictured below), we may need
to make ‘sacrifices’. Should I watch football?
Well, does watching football help me put
everything else aside so I can revel in and savour
God? Making a stand for the Sabbath may be
unpopular and sacrificial.

Keeping the Sabbath is also a testimony to the
world. It is a witness to the world of where our
citizenship really is. David Strain put it well:
For a few people today, an hour or two on
Sunday mornings is occupied with public
worship, but for most people, the idea that
Sunday is the Christian Sabbath —an entire
day set apart for worship, rest, and ministry —
is entirely novel. And yet, in an age of frenetic
and unrelenting busyness, when technology
allows us to stay plugged in to the world 24/7,
when entertainment becomes the de facto
purpose of so many lives, nothing could be
more countercultural, nor bear more eloquent
testimony to a Christian’s citizenship in another
world, than a well-spent Lord’s Day.
HOW
I hope, in light of the five reasons mentioned,
that you want to relish the Sabbath day. How to
do so is too big a subject to consider here, but
let me give four suggestions.

1

Plan ahead
Plan ahead spiritually. Praying throughout
the week, reading relevant bible passages in
advance, and confessing one’s sins, are all ways
to prepare for a blessed Sabbath. Also, plan
ahead physically. Ironing clothes, putting gas
in the tank, going to bed early on Saturday, etc.
are practical ways to make sure we are fresh and
ready to keep the Sabbath well.
A word to students (of whatever age). Let me
encourage you to complete your assignments
and prepare for exams ahead of time, so as to

3

Attend church unfailingly
An important way to keep the Sabbath is to
devote yourself to ‘the apostles teaching and
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
the prayers’ (Acts 2:42). May we be so faithful
to God’s house that our children will see that
worshipping God on the Sabbath is our priority
over everything. And may they never need to ask,
‘Are we going to church this Sunday?’

4

Evening worship
Why do people who claim to love Christ
stay away from worshipping Him on Sunday
evenings? What is so important that they refuse
to meet with God or hear the words of life
preached on Sunday evenings? Evening worship
is historical, Biblical (Numbers 28, Psalm 92,
Psalm 134, Acts 20), but also it bookends the
Sabbath and therefore makes it easier to devote
the whole day to Him.
Let’s honor and love this ‘Queen of days’. Let’s
be obedient to God in consistently making
Sunday God’s day. And let’s see if He does not
reveal Himself to us more and more, that we
may increasingly delight in the Lord and ride on
the heights of the earth.
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“There is a great

G U L F
between
the Christianity that wrestles with
whether to wors hip
at the cost of imprisonment and death,

and

the Christianity that wrestles with
whether the kids should
play soccer on Sunday morning

”

John Piper

Using your

BAPTISM

Carson Baura

H

ow often do you make use of your
baptism? I had this question posed to
me a few years back and I had no clue
on how to answer. Many Christians today find the
idea of using their baptism as a means of grace
a foreign exercise. They know how to use their
bibles, how to pray, how to sing, but rarely do
we hear of someone using baptism. While this
discipline may be strange to us, it certainly wasn’t
to the Westminster divines.
Question 167 of the Westminster Larger
Catechism, asks, “How is our baptism to be
improved by us?” When our modern ears
hear the word “improve,” we think of making
something better. The word had a slightly
different meaning in the 17th Century. To improve
on our baptism is to make diligent use of it or to
gain benefit from it. As one scholar writes, “The
word ‘improve’ comes into our language from
two words meaning ‘into + profit’. The idea was
of something being turned for a profit, or, as we
might say, turned to one’s advantage.” So when
the Larger Catechism asks, “How is our baptism
to be improved by us?,” it is simply asking, “how
are we to make diligent use of our baptism?”
The answer to Question 167 starts in this way:
The needful but much neglected duty of
improving our baptism, is to be performed by
us all our life long, especially in the time of
temptation, and when we are present at the
administration of it to others . . .
Notice that the answer begins by stating that
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this is a needful but much neglected duty.
Johannes G. Vos in his commentary on the Larger
Catechism says, “This question of the catechism
is intended to guard against the all-too-prevalent
tendency to regard baptism as a mere right or
ceremony, something to be attended to and then
forgotten.” We have a propensity to forget about
our baptism and especially the practical use of it
for the Christian life. However, the Westminster
Divines believed that improving upon baptism
was “to be performed by us all our life long.” The
act of baptism itself is only the beginning of its
use for someone.
Now, some of you may be asking, “but what if
I don’t remember my actual baptism?” Unless
it was videotaped, or you have pictures, your
baptism is likely a faint memory. If you were an
infant you have no memory of it. This is a valid
question. My response is that using your baptism
is less about remembering the actual baptism
itself and more about fixing your mind on the
gospel metaphors that baptism represents. Take
Isaac for instance. He was circumcised at only
eight days old (Genesis 21:4). He had no visible
recollection of his actual circumcision. Although
he was able to see the sign of the covenant, he
nevertheless had to be taught its meaning as he
grew up into the faith. This is the case with many
of the signs that God gave Israel. For example, in
Joshua 4, after Israel crossed the Jordan, the Lord
commanded Joshua to set up twelve stones as a
sign to help them remember what God had done.
What is noteworthy for us is how God commands
them to explain what the stones mean to their
future children. “When your children ask in time

to come, ‘What do those stones mean to you?’
then you shall tell them . . .” (Joshua 4:6-7, 21). This
demonstrates that baptism must be explained to
those who have no memory of it. They must be
taught what it is intended to represent and remind
us of. Consequently, it’s okay if you do not visibly
remember your actual baptism. If you were
baptized as an infant or if your baptism is a faint
memory, you are still able to make use it.

unrepentant sin, baptism is calling us to repent and
believe the gospel. It is declaring to us that Christ
washes away the sins of those who believe on him.
Sadly, just as Dr. Mark Ross comments, “Too often,
however, observing the baptism of others turns
out to be more an experience of sentimentalism
than spiritual meditation.”

With that in mind, let us examine the two
specific occasions laid out in the catechism, for
when we should make diligent use of baptism:
(1) in times of temptation, (2) and when present
at the administration of another’s baptism. We
will deal with the latter first.

The story has been told that when Martin Luther
was tempted to sin, he would take chalk and
write on his desk, “Away from me Satan, I am
baptized!” This brings us to the second occasion
mentioned in which we are to improve upon our
baptism: “during moments of temptation.”

During the Administration of Baptism

One of the crucial functions of baptism as a visible
sign and seal, is to guarantee that those who have
believed in Christ Jesus have been united to him
and therefore are to live in obedience to him. Paul
discusses this idea in Romans 6 when he says,
“Do you not know that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? We were buried therefore with him by
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we
too might walk in newness of life” (Rom 6:3-4). To
make use of baptism in moments of temptation
is to think about the union we have with Christ in
his death and resurrection. When we understand
this function of baptism, it immediately becomes
much more useful to us in moments of temptation.
Those who are spiritually united with Christ can
look back on their baptism and see their true
identity. They are marked as God’s, and if they are
of faith they are a new creation in Christ Jesus (2
Cor 5:17). Their baptism is calling them to live in
accordance with this new identity and fight the sin
that is crouching at the door. But if we fail to use it
during temptation, we are still called to look upon
it when we are laid low in our feelings of guilt. John
Calvin wrote,

Over the last year, Sovereign Grace has
administered over 10 baptisms. That is no small
number. What usually goes through your mind
during a baptism? If you’re anything like me, it
is easy to become distracted. However, if our
minds are fixed on anything other than the
baptism itself we are missing out on something
vital for our Christian walk.
The most obvious time to make diligent use of
our baptism is when we are observing others
being baptized. When we personally see the
water poured out or sprinkled on the individual,
we are to think about the gospel metaphors
being illustrated. The baptism should convince
us that “as surely as water washes away the dirt
from the body, so certainly his blood and Spirit
wash away the impurity of my soul, that is, all
my sins (Heidelberg Catechism, answer 67).
Baptism is not a simple memorial. It is not a Baptist
infant dedication. Just as we partake of the means
of grace in the Lord’s Supper, we are to participate
in the means of grace that flow through baptism.
As with the Lord’s Supper, the Holy Spirit comes and
uses baptism as an effectual means to strengthen
and increase our faith in God and in his covenant
promises. Calvin writes, “The sacraments properly
fulfill their office only when the Spirit, that inward
teacher, comes to them, by whose power alone
hearts are penetrated and affections moved and
our souls opened for the sacraments to enter in.”
The administration of baptism is therefore to be
a time where we partake in the means of grace.
If we are of faith, during the administration of
baptism we should ponder anew the fact that God
has truly forgiven us our sins and washed us by the
blood of Christ. Baptism should remind us that we
have been marked by God as his, and are set apart
from this world. If we are not of faith, or if we have

During Moments of Temptation

As often as we fall away, we ought to recall
the memory of our baptism and fortify our
mind with it, that we may always be sure
and confident of the forgiveness of sins. For
though baptism, administered only once,
seemed to have passed, it was still not
destroyed by subsequent sins. For Christ’s
purity has been offered to us in it; his purity
ever flourishes; it is defiled by no spots, but
buries and cleanses away all our defilements.
Let us consider how to “improve upon our
baptism.” Just as Martin Luther wrote in his Larger
Catechism, “let everybody regard his Baptism as
the daily garment which he is to wear all the time.”
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Honesty
and

The Mother of God’s Children

Art

Brittany Dr.
Smith
John

Currid

W

hen it comes to Christian art, the
difficulty is not necessarily the technique
of our medium, which is mastered with
discipline and practice. The problem lies more in
a lack of honesty that plagues modern Christian
art. No one wants to be honest. Because if
we are honest, it might reveal a little bit of
what is happening on the inside. Our pictureperfect and outward Christian posture might be
compromised.
We live in a world of outward appearances.
Subconsciously, we gauge our worth on
what we look like . . . our status . . . and our
publicly-noticed activities. We often become
enamored with a deceptive view of ourselves
and those around us. But, when we look
in the dark corridors of our hearts, we see
something different. We see fear, anger, lust,
jealousy, and greed. We would rather not
admit it. But, the darkness is there whether
we like it or not. Frankly, we don’t want
people to see the “real” us since we feel it
may distance us from other Christians or at
least effect their opinion of us.
Because of this, Christians often have a hard
time creating art that is truly honest about life.
We try to hide our struggles and weaknesses
because we don’t want the world to see them.
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But, what we don’t realize is that these inner
struggles could be the very thing the world
needs. The world needs answers and Christians
have those answers. Our inner groanings and
shortcomings lead us to our knees where
we find solace and fulfillment in an intimate
relationship with Christ.
Our personal struggles construct the unfolding
story that God has written for our lives. If we are
dishonest about these struggles in our own art,
the world will catch on. After all, the church is
often labeled as a “house of hypocrites”. Instead
of defending ourselves, we need to recognize
the temptation to hypocrisy is always present:
it was Christ who warned us of this danger. Yet
there is forgiving and transforming grace for all
who turn from the sin of hypocrisy.
To become the honest Christian artists that
we need to be, it’s going to require continual
repentance. We need to become willing to
identify the darkness within and confess it inviting the rest of the world to do the same.
Often, the gospel does not shine through human
strength. It shines through human weakness to
magnificently display the sovereign power and
glory of Christ. Honest art can do the same for a
world that desperately needs answers. Honesty
is the best policy.

THE

CHURCH
Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary hosts an annual Spring Theology
Conference. The 2020 conference is on March 10-12, and will consider the nature of
the Church and the Means of Grace. Speakers include Drs Ian Hamilton, Guy Prentiss
Waters, Joseph Pipa and Craig Troxel. To find out more, visit gpts.edu/conference

Pray for our Missionaries

WIC:
Equipping
Kathryn Bowser

O

ur WIC charter states, “The purpose of
the Women in the Church Council is to
equip, encourage and serve the women
of the Sovereign Grace Presbyterian Church
congregation, so that each woman may know the
love of Christ personally, grow in that knowledge,
and be committed to extending His kingdom in her
life, home, church, community, and throughout
the world.” In the last edition of Captive Thoughts,
I discussed the main goal of WIC, that the women
of this church would know the love of Christ. Now
I want to talk about the first of the three ways
in which we seek to foster this in the women of
the church and that is through equipping. In the
Scriptures, we see that God accomplishes this by
his Spirit through the Word and prayer.
We believe that God primarily uses his Word
to equip us. Within the church, growing in this
knowledge comes through many forms, primarily
by the preaching of the Word on Sunday morning
and evening, but also through Sunday School and
Wednesday Prayer Meeting. Within WIC, this
equipping comes primarily through our women’s
Bible Studies and retreats or conferences These
provide opportunities for women to be led
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through a book of the Bible or a doctrine that
we see in the Scriptures, while also having the
opportunity to spend time in fellowship and
prayer. We are also equipped through prayer.
While prayer is a command of God and a means
by which we worship him, as Calvin writes that
God “ordained it not so much for his own sake
as for ours” (Institutes, 3.20.3). We are equipped
through prayer because it is an actual means that
the Lord uses to bestow on us the benefits of
Christ. To this end, we are organizing WIC prayer
meetings, hopefully twice a year. Our first meeting
will be Saturday, February 8.
Looking ahead to the Spring, we will have three
Bible Studies meeting. I will be teaching on
Monday evenings through the book of Judges
using Dale Ralph Davis’ commentary, Judges:
Such a Great Salvation. The Thursday morning
study will be taught by Rev. Dean Turbeville and
will study Joe Rigney’s book The Things of Earth:
Treasuring God by Enjoying His Gifts. The Thursday
evening study led by Mary Nash will continue their
study of Nancy Guthrie’s book, The Word of The
Lord. For more info on these studies, check for
upcoming bulletin announcements or feel free to
email me (kathryn.bowser@sovereigngrace.org).
This coming year instead of having a retreat we will
have a Women’s Conference here at the church on
April 3-4th so that those ladies who are unable to
travel will be able to attend and learn and grow as
well. We hope that you will consider joining in one
or more of these opportunities.

Mission Not Impossible

MEMBERS
Nate & Naomi Bower
Jonathan & Erica Hood
Josh & Sarah Kitchen
Joe & Alice Parker
Will & Judi Traub
Chris & Donnette Brock

OH
NY
NE
NC
Scotland
France

CHURCH PLANTERS
Sebastian & Isabel Heck
Jake & Melissa Hunt
Bill & Pam Schweitzer
Chris & Rosemary Statter
Frank & Sheree
Aaron & Rachel Halbert
Andrew & Julie Halbert
Jonathan & Maggie
Josh & Kristi
Joel & Jessica Rinn
Argyris & Dina Petrou

Germany
Czech Rep.
England
England
Africa
Honduras
Costa Rica
Asia
Europe
Italy
Greece

TRAINERS / TRANSLATORS
Greenville Seminary
F. & I. P.
African Bible University
Covenant School Japan
Lars & Kathy Huttar
Shaun & Becki Hurrie

SC
Europe
Africa
Japan
NC
S. Africa

LOCAL
West Charlotte Church
RUF - Queens University
RUF - UNCC
RUF - Johnson & Wales
Brookstone School
Charlotte Rescue Mission
Hope Cancer Center
Pregnancy Resource Center

NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC

I never thought of missions as an integral part
of my life when I was younger. However, that
changed when I graduated college and was
trying to determine what God wanted me to do.
Instead of a nice quiet job, He opened the door to
become a full-time missionary in Port-au-Prince,
Haiti, working at a children’s hospital. Though it
was challenging with political unrest ending in a
coup d’état, I wouldn’t trade one moment of my
time there. In fact, it opened my eyes and my
heart to where else God could use me.

The Lord opened multiple mission opportunities
for me to serve Him: singing in Odessa, Ukraine,
at a PCA church that used the event to invite
unbelievers to church; teaching conversational
ESL to adult Hungarians in Budapest; and
most recently helping with a children’s holiday
club (like VBS) in Dundee, Scotland. There we
shared Christ’s love through drama, games and
conversations. Each opportunity enabled me to
share God’s love with people that didn’t know
Him, and helped me grow in my walk with Him.
As 2019 ends and 2020 begins, I urge each of
us to look at upcoming mission opportunities to
see how God can use us to serve Him.
Elizabeth Seward
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Reflecting on
Solihull
Kathryn Bowser

T

ime has flown by since the end of August
when our short-term missions team
went to England to spend time with
our brothers and sisters at Solihull Presbyterian
Church (SPC). This church has become very dear
to us at Sovereign Grace, as we have now had
the opportunity to send two missions teams to
spend time with and serve alongside them.
Our team this year was comprised of 10
members of Sovereign Grace: Bobby and Jessica
Atkinson, Michelle and Joe Ballou, Brian Brown,
Nancy Currid, Henry DeBoer, Corey Lee, Diane
Turner, and myself. Six of these members were
part of the team that went in 2018 and were
looking forward to connecting with friends
that they had not seen for a year. For the rest
of us, this was a brand new experience. The
original plan for our trip was that we would be
doing similar work to what was done last year,
which included organizing events within the
community and sending members of our team
and the SPC team out into the neighborhood
around the church to do leafleting and door
knocking in order to make people aware of
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these events. While we did some of this,
providentially, the Lord sent us right at the
time when SPC was moving from their old
rental space to their new one. This new space
needed an abundance of TLC and our team
and members of SPC were able to provide that
through hours and days of cleaning, scraping old
corkboard off of walls, painting, and more.
In preparing to write this, I have been looking
back through the blog posts that I wrote while
we were on our trip. If you missed it or are
interested in what went on in our day to day, I’d
encourage you to look back at the blog for more
of those kinds of details - solihullthesequel.
blogspot.com There is so much more that I
could tell you about what we did each day, the
great food we had, the incredible hospitality
that our host families provided for us, and
the very challenging experience we had in
coming back to Charlotte. But in looking back,
what I am struck by is not the amount of work
that we accomplished, although much was
accomplished in that week. I’m struck by the
saints of SPC, the challenges they face, how God
is working through them, and what that means
for us. There are several observations that I
think we can take away from this trip and our
relationship with SPC.
First, I was very quickly struck by the bonds
that we share as those who are found in Christ.

These members of SPC are, really and truly, our
brothers and sisters, even if you haven’t had the
chance to meet them yet. I said it in the blog
and I’ll say it again here: the bond we share by
being brothers and sisters in Christ is greater
than what many of us share with blood relatives.
These people were strangers to me and others
on the team when we got there, but they were
and are my family, and it took very little time
for all of us to feel like family. Even though we
come from various ethnic or socioeconomic or
political backgrounds, we are all one in Christ.

resources of people who are able to teach and
serve in this congregation. We need to pray for
opportunities to share the gospel. We need to
pray for the Spirit to soften the hearts of those
in the community, that they may come and hear
the Word preached and be saved.

Second, I was struck by how blessed we are
here at Sovereign Grace by the resources that
we have: four pastors, nine ruling elders, 15
deacons, an abundance of interns, qualified and
willing Sunday School teachers, and so many
members who are willing and able to serve in so
many different ways. Those resources are much
harder to come by for our sister congregations
in the UK, including SPC. Dr Falko Drijfhout, the
one ruling elder at SPC, was able to visit us here
at Sovereign Grace with his wife Els in November
and shared the challenges of finding just one or
two people who are willing and qualified to teach
one Sunday School class for the children of that
congregation. How blessed we are by what we
have. Let us not take it for granted.

urgency that we live in the midst of a dead and
dying world that has no hope--absolutely none
at all--apart from the saving work of Christ.
This reality ought to stir us to evangelistic
action. We can also learn from their hospitality.
Each of us was hosted by a member or family
of SPC during our stay. But they not only
showed hospitality to us, but they show it so
well to one another. Because there are so few
Reformed Presbyterian churches in that area,
many people drive significant distances to get
to church. Besides having monthly fellowship
meals at the church, there is also a rotation
of families who host a lunch for those who
come from a distance or are visiting to eat and
spend time in fellowship on Sunday afternoons
up until evening service. It is a great joy and
encouragement to spend time in Christian
fellowship.

Third, this dear congregation needs our prayers.
Their denomination, the Evangelical Presbyterian
Church of England and Wales, needs our prayers.
We need to pray for revival in Solihull even as
we pray for it in Charlotte. We need to pray for
this church’s continued faithfulness in the midst
of a culture that is largely apathetic toward
Christianity but is also becoming increasingly
more hostile to the gospel. We need to pray
for more resources for this congregation, not
only physical or monetary resources, but for the

Fourth, we need to learn from those at SPC.
They have a real heart to share the gospel with
their neighbors and the community surrounding
their church. I’m saying this to myself as much
as I am to you, but we need to feel the sense of

I’ll close by looking ahead. Our prayer is that
we would be able to send another team to SPC
in 2020. The dates have not yet been decided,
but I would encourage you to begin praying
for the trip. Pray that the Lord would bring
together a team, would equip them by the
Word and Spirit, and would use them for his
good purposes during that trip.
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doesn’t just throw a life
“ God
preserver to a drowning person.
He goes to the bottom of the sea,
and pulls a corpse from the bottom
of the sea, takes him up on the
bank, breathes into him the breath
of life and makes him alive

“

R. C. Sproul

continued to meet thanks to the organization
of Pastor Dean Turbeville. The newly named
Caleb Society, which is for older men of the
congregation, have also met regularly.
Since September 4 our Wednesday evenings
have resumed after a summer break. It has been
so encouraging to see the attendance boost to an
average of 80 people. Pastor Bill has been and will
continue to teach through the book of Proverbs.
Speaking of a growth in attendance, it has been
encouraging to hear of an increase in attendance
at Brighton Gardens on Sunday afternoons. If
you’d like to attend or be involved in this ministry,
please contact Ruling Elder, Ron Barnwell.

Life of
the Church
Rev. Rob Dykes

W

e celebrated the birth of Chris and
Mary Williams’ newborn son, Joel
Thomas (pictured below), and look
forward to the birth of covenant children to
Bobby and Jessica Atkinson, Eddie and Kristyn
Barrett, Yannick and Astrid, and Brian and Mary
Wilson. The Lord gives and He also takes away:
we mourned with our sister Letha Spangler
over the passing of her husband, Ted Spangler.
At his funeral on October 26, we praised God
for Ted’s life of faithfulness and godly example,
and for the knowledge that Ted is with his Lord.

please listen to the four recordings:
sovereigngrace.org/mens-retreat-recordings
Some of the ladies from the Young Adult group
(pictured at the bottom) went for a meal and to
watch the latest Downton Abbey movie on October
4. Apparently some people like that kind of thing
(personally I was relieved to be home looking
after the kids)! On October 18, a group of Young
Adults gathered at the Smith house in Waxhaw
for fellowship and a pumpkin carving competition
(pictured below). Jessica Atkinson won.

LOOKING BACK
There were several exciting events over the last
quarter!
The Men’s Retreat (pictured above) was on
September 27-28 at the Bonclarken Conference
Center in the North Carolina mountains. Around
50 men from Sovereign Grace heard Dr. Richard
Phillips teach on The Masculine Mandate – a
series which delved into what the Bible says
about real manliness, including sessions on being
biblical husbands and fathers. Men and boys,

Our reformatted annual Fall Festival was on
October 12, organized by Kristy Barcley. There
was tasty BBQ thanks to hard work from Tim
Beatty and Brad Shillinglaw, as well fellowship,
face painting, games, a bouncy castle, and
Square Dancing (pictured top right). We were
so encouraged to see a number of neighbors
from around the church building attend, and
the whole evening was a great success.

The second annual Reformation Conference
took place on October 25-27, when special
guest speakers Drs Doug Kelly and Duncan
Rankin spoke on Reformation themes. The
conference was entitled The Triumph of the
Reformation. A special thanks to intern, Carson
Baura, who invested a lot of time into organizing
the conference. Online recordings will be made
available in the near future.
November 2 was a busy evening as the Youth
Group and the Young Adult group both had
events on that Saturday evening. The Youth Group
combined with youth groups from Ballantyne
ARP and Starmount ARP for pizza and a bonfire
at the home of Joe and Alice Parker. Sixty Young
Adults (36 adults and 24 children!) squeezed into
the Dykes household for a chili cook-off, bouncy
castle, and fellowship. Greg Bajan – incidentally
on the judging panel – coincidentally won the
chili cook-off. This event, due to its closeness to
November 5, was named Guy Fawkes night, and
hopefully will be an annual event.
Our Sunday School series have included the
pastors teaching through the second half of the
Gospel of Mark, Dr. James Anderson’s wildly
popular class entitled The Christian Worldview,
and intern Arthur Rankin and I teaching a class
for the Young Adults called Real Life Questions.
Dr. Bill Barcley has continued to preach through
the book of 1 Corinthians on Sunday mornings,
and the other pastors concluded their series
entitled Jesus as Prophet, Priest and King in
the evenings, and finished a series on the Ten
Commandments. Pastor Bill will move on to the
book of Daniel in the mornings, and the other
pastors will move on to 2 Corinthians.
The Anna society - a monthly gathering of older
ladies in the congregation for lunch, fellowship,
and a devotional at Park Place Restaurant – has
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The several weekly Bible studies that punctuate
the life of Sovereign Grace have continued
consistently. For more information on the three
women’s Bible studies that take place on Mondays
and Thursdays, contact Rebekah. Two men’s Bible
studies take place on Friday mornings, and the
men’s Saturday morning study of the Gospel of
Luke has progressed steadily over the last quarter.
LOOKING FORWARD
In anticipation of Christmas, the Church Greening
was on November 30. Looking ahead, there
are several Christmas-related events, including
Christmas with the Coopers on December 6,
which is a Christmas party for the youth. Also
there is the annual Christmas Music Program on
December 8, when church members will sing and
play instruments under the guidance of Ruling
Elder, Dr. Charles Smoak, beginning at 5pm.
After that, on the same evening – December 8,
is the All Church Christmas Gathering. Please
plan to enjoy a wonderful time of fellowship
and delicious food. This event will be held in
the Fellowship Hall and will begin immediately
following the Christmas concert, lasting until
8pm. The annual Young Adult Christmas Party
will be on December 14 at the home of Brian
and Alice Church. And finally, all church members
are encouraged to join us for Christmas Caroling
on December 22, as we go out to visit seniors in
Brighton Gardens and Sardis Oaks to brighten
their afternoon with the singing of carols.
Beyond December there are some other
events worth popping in your 2020 planner,
including the Women’s Retreat on February 8,
the Scottish Fellowship Evening on February
22, and the Sovereign Grace Arts Concert on
February 28. The Missions Conference is on
March 7-8 when Rod Culbertson will be our
guest speaker.
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How do People
Start Attending Church?
Advertising . . . 2%
Invited by the Pastor . . . 6%
Organized Visitation . . . 6%

A friend invited me . . .

86%
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Meet a

Member

The Dryes (L to R: David, Jon, Brittany, Thomas)
We are both locals - Brittany having grown up
in Charlotte and Jon in Concord. It’s been a true
blessing to have roots in this area and to have lots
of family close by. And we do have lots of family!
Jon grew up the seventh of eight children in a
very loving and godly home. Each night and most
mornings the family would have devotions and
study God’s word. We were taught the truths
of the Gospel and our need for Christ early on.
My parents are truly my heroes and every day I
thank God for being so gracious in giving me such
wonderful role-models.
Brittany also has a large family with my mom
having three sisters in the area, and so I am
blessed to have cousins, aunts and uncles in
Charlotte. Brittany has three brothers and a
sister who are in the Greensboro and Raleigh
area which add up to 13 grandchildren including
Jon and Brittany’s two boys, David and Thomas.
Brittany also grew up in a faithful home with
a mother who was constantly praying for me,
and both parents doing their best to steer me
in the right direction. Church on Sundays and
Wednesdays was non-negotiable. I remember
growing up and my mom discussing the
importance of going to Wednesday night Girls in
Action and youth group. My mom made it a point
not to sign up for gymnastics and cheerleading
practice on Wednesdays because church came
first. Brittany attended mission trips, summer
camp and participated in choir. I was very involved
in church, and the Lord was working in my life at a
young age. I gave my life to Christ as a young girl.
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Church was an important part of both of our
early lives and we were both extremely blessed
to have parents that took us to church to hear
God’s Word on a weekly basis. As a result, we are
both so thankful for the emphasis that Sovereign
Grace places on weekly worship and fellowship.
Going to church growing up was a priority but
there were some rough years of getting caught
up in the world and sinful behaviors, that
definitely didn’t reflect the way Brittany was
brought up, neither did they glorify God. The
Lord had his hand at work when Jon and Brittany
met in college and, praise the Lord, a renewed
faith came shortly after marriage.
As a teenager, Jon mostly stayed out of trouble.
Sports were a passion in the Drye home and so
soccer and basketball occupied much of my time.
But the struggle with worldliness and sin was still
a part of my life. Like many young people who
grow up in godly homes, I began to feel that I was
“missing out”. Looking back now, it’s shameful
to think of how ungrateful I was to have such
faithful parents who were more concerned with
my eternal soul than with my social life. But that’s
not how I felt at the time.
The turning point in Jon’s life came in June of 1999
when my parents, David and Ann Drye, were
tragically killed in a plane crash. In the season of
grief and sadness that followed, God’s goodness
and faithfulness were never more apparent.
It was during this time that I surrendered my
life to Christ and began to pursue a personal
relationship with the Lord.

After high school we both became students
at UNC Charlotte. We had mutual friends and
our paths finally crossed at a party in 2005.
We quickly hit it off and began dating soon
afterwards. As we got to know each other we
quickly realIzed how much we had in common
- our faith and love of family. We were also
both big sports fans and loved the outdoors.
On a trip to Jackson
Hole, Wyoming in 2011,
Jon got up the nerve
to propose to Brittany.
About four miles into
a hike near Jenny Lake,
Jon popped the question
and fortunately Brittany
said yes. Otherwise
it would have been a
long hike back! While
we were out in Jackson
Hole that summer we
also had another idea.
We had both grown up
in Charlotte and gone to
college there. We decided
it would be a lot of fun
to live in Jackson Hole,
Wyoming, for a year and
enjoy the skiing, hunting,
fishing and laid back
mountain-life. At first it
was just a harebrained
idea but eventually we decided to really
do it. Brittany had become an elementary
school teacher after college and Jon was
working in Real Estate and both of us could
either step away from work or work remotely.
So on June 9, 2012 we were married and about
a month later we moved to a small town just
on the other side of the Teton mountains from
Jackson Hole, called Victor, Idaho. During our
time living “out West” we had planned to really
enjoy ourselves and the amazing place where
we were living. Little did we know God would
use this time to draw us to one another and
to Himself in a big way. About a month after
moving to Idaho we were chatting with one
of our neighbors who mentioned that they
attended a small church nearby - Teton Valley
Bible Church. We decided to give it a try. What
we experienced at TVBC was really strong
expository preaching and warm hospitality
from the people we met. We also began to
understand Reformed theology and it’s basis in
Scripture. In short, God used this time out West
to do a work in our hearts and lives.

In 2013, our year out West came to an end and
we moved back to Charlotte. The two things we
were looking forward to were starting a family and
finding a good church to call home. We wanted
a church that was Reformed and had expository
preaching. We also wanted a church where
hospitality and fellowship were emphasized. We
visited a few churches in Charlotte and couldn’t
find the right fit.
Eventually our pastor
in Idaho, Jim Otto,
suggested that we try a
PCA church in Charlotte
where he knew of a
pastor on staff. While we
didn’t feel that church
was the best fit for us, we
did learn about the PCA
and liked what we heard.
This eventually led us
to Sovereign Grace
and a new church
home! God has blessed
us tremendously at
Sovereign Grace, and we
are so thankful to be a
part of this body. As far as
growing our family, it took
longer than we expected
but in God’s perfect
timing we were blessed
with David in 2015, and
Thomas in 2018. These two boys are such a joy
to us and a daily reminder of God’s kindness
and grace.
Brittany’s father has been sick and diagnosed
with lung cancer in the Spring of this year. He’s
been undergoing chemotherapy and radiation
treatments for the past five months, and she
and her family appreciate your prayers as
they’ve been through a difficult time. The last
scans came back cancer free - praise the Lord for
carrying the family through each obstacle and
for being faithful during a very trying year.
As we look back at our journey we are reminded
again of God’s providential hand at work in all
things - the large events and the seemingly
insignificant ones, in the good and in the difficult
times. One of Jon’s father’s favorite Bible verses
was Romans 8:28 “And we know that all things
work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are called according to his purpose.”
We hope this small testament to God’s
faithfulness is an encouragement to others.
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Kim Young

I

grew up in suburban Detroit and will
always consider Detroit home. My
brothers and their families still live in
Michigan, so I get to visit often. Michigan
climate produces beautiful crisp Fall days
and white Christmases, but I was ready for a
warmer climate for my college days. So I headed
south to the University of Alabama where I
studied French and German. I stayed two more
years at Alabama to get my Master’s Degree
in Education. I began my teaching career in
Annapolis, Maryland and stayed there for seven
years. Although I loved Annapolis and consider
that my second home, I did not have any family
there. So, in 1999 I moved to Charlotte to be
closer to my sister, Lori, her husband and their
children. My sister’s husband is a pastor in the
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. At the
time, he was the pastor at Cornerstone Church,
which is now Ballantyne ARP.
I can honestly say the best part of moving to
Charlotte – other than being near my sister – is
being a member of Sovereign Grace. I found
out about Sovereign Grace through my sister.
Since I lived within a half mile of the church, she
recommended that Sovereign Grace be on the
shortlist of churches that I visit. The first Sunday I
was in Charlotte I worshipped at Sovereign Grace.
I still remember Laura Cooper greeting me and
showing me to a small, wonderful Sunday School
class. After having been a member of a PCA church
in Annapolis with nearly 1,000 members, I loved
the small size of Sovereign Grace. I spoke often to
other people about my new church and how easy
it was to get to know people. The church is no
longer small, but I still often tell others about this
wonderful church. What I appreciate most is the
unwavering commitment to the ordinary means
of grace. Honestly, a few years ago I did not know
what that term meant. I just knew I liked that the
order of worship is purposeful and saturated with
Scripture and prayer, and that the preaching is
not caught up in cultural or current events.
I was not raised a Presbyterian. Rather, my mom
was a faithful Lutheran and so I was raised in a
church-going, Lutheran home. To this day, I have
appreciation for the Lutheran liturgy I heard
each week. In fact, I often pull out my Lutheran
hymnal during my devotional time to read the
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liturgy, prayers or hymns. Although I went to
church each week while growing up, I do not
believe I became a Christian until I went to college.
At Alabama, I quickly became involved in Campus
Crusade for Christ, and I believe sometime in
my freshman year I became a Christian. I was
very involved with Campus Crusade throughout
college and learned good Christian habits such
as having daily devotionals and studying the
Bible. By my junior year, I also became involved in
Reformed University Fellowship. I recall reading
Chosen by God by R. C. Sproul which was my
entry into the Reformed Faith.
Sometimes Christians can point to particular
moments or seasons when they have seen the
Lord’s hand at work. I cannot. For me, simply
keeping the faith each day is seeing the Lord’s
hand at work. A verse that frequently comes to
my mind is “Lord I believe, help my unbelief.” I
do not see my life as having seasons, rather, I
see it as just one season of sanctification since
the time I became a Christian. I am grateful that
He sustains my faith and gives me a desire to
know Him and to worship Him.
After teaching high school French for
twenty years, I am currently a middle school
administrator. I enjoy working, so during the
school year my work tends to be my free-time
activity as well. But when not working, I enjoy
exercising and reading – especially reading the
newspaper – the paper version.
One last thing – I had the great privilege of
being the care giver (along with my sister) to
my mom in her last months and now to my
dad these past few years. My dad turned 90
in November. He alternates living with me and
with my sister every two months. I do not have
children so I do not know the intense joy of
caring for children. However, through taking
care of my parents I have experienced an
intense joy and love that comes from giving to
others. What a gift and delight!
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