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e live our whole Christian lives in the 
exquisite spiritual tension between 
trusting in the promise of God’s 

providence and wrestling with the particulars 
of God’s providence. That tension is found 
throughout the scriptures, but noticeably 
so in the vision found in the sixth chapter 
of Revelation. As the seven seals of divine 
revelation are opened, four dreadful horsemen 
appear, bringing war, economic dislocation, and 
death. But the assurances that these malign 
forces (already present in the first and second 
centuries) are fully under the sovereignty of God 
and are therefore limited by him are everywhere: 
the horsemen do not come until bidden by a 
heavenly creature (6:1, 3, 5, 7).  Their work is 
“permitted” by God to commence (verse 4), and 
they are “given authority” (verse 8) by him, and 
the scope of their destruction is firmly limited by 
the Lord as well (“a fourth of the earth”; verse 8). 

Yet it is not assumed that such assurances that 
God is in control of these forces entirely removes 
our anxiety and wondering about them. In the 
next paragraph, the fifth seal is opened and the 
souls of the martyrs under the altar in heaven 
cry out “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how 
long before you will judge and avenge our blood 
on those who dwell on the earth?” The Lord tells 
them they are to wait until all the martyrs had 

borne their witness, and then God would act. So, 
you can believe that God is the “the Sovereign 
Lord, holy and true” and yet cry out from the 
bottom of your soul, “How long?” 

How long, O Lord, will our fellow believers be 
jailed and martyred in North Korea and Nigeria?  
How long will our wayward adult children wander 
in the world without hope and without God? How 
long will our American public schools push radical 
gender theory onto our children? How long 
will we continue to pile national debt upon our 
children and grandchildren? How long will a false 
prosperity “gospel” seduce millions, and how long 
will millions who call themselves Christians defend 
the merciless taking of unborn human life?  
  
O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long? How 
long until you bring revival and repentance to 
the reformed churches? How long until middle 
class folk and the working poor in our midst can 
afford basic health care for their families? How 
long until racial healing and reconciliation will 
be found in our heavenly Reconciler, Jesus? 

In our Captive Thoughts magazines, we reject 
both despair and naïve utopianism. We aim 
to have our thoughts fully captive to both the 
hope, and the holy questioning, of the true 
faith. Come, Lord Jesus!  
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hanks to a generous gift from our 
church family celebrating 10 years of 
our ministry at Sovereign Grace, Kristy 

and I had the opportunity to travel to Europe 
last summer. One of our favorite activities was 
visiting old churches and cathedrals. We love the 
beauty and the majesty of these old buildings, 
as well as the attention to detail and symbolism. 
These old buildings were constructed with care 
and thoughtfulness—and they were built to last.

The Old Testament tabernacle and temple were 
also built with attention to detail. In fact, God 
himself gives detailed instructions for building 
the tabernacle. Moses devotes 12 chapters of 
Exodus to its planning and construction (25-30, 
35-40). Most Christians today, at best, skim over 
these chapters and treat them as having little or 
no relevance to their lives. Yet clearly, the detail 
and minutiae are important to God. Why?

The tabernacle, and later the temple, were the 
place where God dwelt (Exodus 25:8; 1 Kings 6:13) 
and where God met with his people.  God says, 
“There I will meet with you, and from above the 
mercy seat, from between the two cherubim that 
are on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with 
you about all that I will give you in commandment 
for the people of Israel” (Exodus 25:22).  

Several times the Old Testament describes God as 
“enthroned” on or above the cherubim. The ark, 
within the Most Holy Place in the tabernacle, was 
the very throne of God. Both Exodus and 1 Kings 
record that, when the tabernacle and temple 
were completed, God’s glory filled those places 
such that Moses could not enter the tabernacle 
and the priests could not stand to minister in the 
temple (cf. Exodus 40:34-38; 1 Kings 8:10-11).
 
It is significant, therefore, that Paul refers to the 
church as “God’s temple”: “Do you not know that 
you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells 
in you?  If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will 
destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and you are 
that temple” (1 Corinthians 3:16-17). “You are” 
in each verse is plural. The church corporately, 
especially in its public assembly, is God’s temple, 
the special place where God resides and meets 
with his people.  The organic new covenant house 
of living stones, like the physical old covenant 
structure, is the temple of the living God.
 
This has significant implications for our 
understanding of the church.  Like the temple 
in the Old Testament, the church is to be at the 
center of the Christian life.  This is so precisely 
because it is God’s special dwelling place. The

church is holy, set apart, to God.  He abides in 
the midst of his church, guiding and blessing 
the church’s ministry.  Furthermore, when God’s 
people come together, God meets with them in 
a special way.  He speaks to them.  His glory is 
revealed in their midst.  Christians who fail to 
assemble with God’s people are impoverished, 
and Christ’s church is weaker when Christians 
fail to make the church central in their lives.  
Many today speak of their “search for God” but 
never go to the place where God says he dwells 
and reveals himself.
 
Does this mean that God is not with us outside of 
the assembly or that we cannot meet with him  
when we are alone?  Of course not.  God is always 

with his people, abiding in them and walking with 
them.  We can meet with God anywhere, as Jesus 
did.  Even old covenant saints did not believe that 
God was limited to one place (1 Kings 8:27). God 
fills heaven and earth (Jeremiah 23:24).
 
Yet, the imagery of the church as God’s temple 
tells us that something unique happens in the 
assembly of the saints, especially as they meet

for corporate worship. When God’s people 
gather under the ordinary means of grace 
(Word, prayer, sacrament), God works in 
extraordinary ways. He works in ways that are 
typically greater than when individual believers 
come to him in private worship.
 
The word “church” (Greek, ekklesia) literally 
means “assembly.”  Many pastors break the 
word ekklesia into its two parts, ek, meaning 
out of, and klesia from the Greek word to call. 
Thus, they refer to Christians as “the called out 
ones,” often applied to God’s command to be 
different from the world. In reality, however, 
ekklesia carries the sense of being called out of 
our homes to go to a meeting.  

 
In Old Testament Israel, God’s people assembled 
at the temple to meet with and worship God.  The 
Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew 
Old Testament, regularly uses the word ekklesia 
to refer to these assemblies.  It is significant that 
Jesus and the apostles use the very word that 
means assembly as the primary identification for 
God’s people.  God’s people assemble.  It is at the 
heart of who they are and what they do.  And 

God promises to work in a special way in those 
assemblies.  
 
Since God dwells in his temple, the church is also 
holy (1 Corinthians 3:17). The Old Testament 
often uses the word “sanctuary” to refer to the 
tabernacle/temple.  At its root, sanctuary means 
holy.  The temple was sacred space.  
 
The same is true of the church. When God’s 
people assemble, it is a sacred assembly.  It 
is different from any other activity that we 
engage in in our lives.  John MacArthur writes, 
“The church…is the only earthly expression of 
heaven. People ought to walk in here and say, ‘I 
have never experienced anything like this.’ They 
shouldn’t walk in and say, ‘Ah, I feel comfortable 
here. This sounds familiar. It’s a pretty groovy 
deal here.’ What?  So unlike anything they’ve 
ever experienced has to be shockingly different. 
This is the closest we get to heaven.” 
 
Furthermore, the sacred nature of God’s living 
“temple” means that we cannot approach 
meeting with God and one another in a casual 
or lighthearted way.  We must come prepared to 
worship the Lord.  The Westminster Confession 
of Faith says that God’s people keep the Lord’s 
Day holy first “after a due preparing of their 
hearts, and ordering of their common affairs 
beforehand.”  Worldly affairs and distractions 
hinder us from rightly meeting with God.  
The writer of Hebrews especially warns us to 
approach the holy assembly and offer acceptable 
worship to God “with reverence and awe, for our 
God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:28-29).
 
The word “sanctuary” as referring to the 
temple, also has connotations of “safety” and 
“refuge.”  Two chapters later, Paul will exhort the 
Corinthians to hand the immoral brother over to 
Satan (5:4). This means to put him outside the 
church and into the realm where Satan reigns 
as the “ruler of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30; 
16:11).  In that sense, to be outside of the church 
is to be in a place of spiritual danger.  The flip side, 
then, is that to be in the church, part of a visible 
body of believers, is to be in the place of safety.
 
Give thanks for God’s church.  Be in its assembly 
weekly.  Make the church central to your life.  It 
is central to your holiness.  In the assembly of the 
saints, God meets with his people and makes his 
presence known.    

A longer version of this article will appear in 
TabletalkMagazine.com in the coming weeks.  
Used by permission.
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illiam of Orange, King of England 
from 1689 to his death in 1702, had a 
reputation for being a staunch Protestant 

with reformed leanings. In 1689, under his rule, 
the Toleration Act was passed by Parliament 
granting freedom of worship to the Dissenters.  
Dissenters were Protestants who refused to 
conform to the polity of the Church of England, 
and they had been under severe persecution 
during the seventeenth century.  This tolerance, 
however, was short-lived, because when King 
William died he was replaced by Queen Anne.  
She ruled over England from 1702-1714, and she 
was deeply committed to the Church of England.  
Queen Anne was determined to limit religious 
freedom in England, and so at her accession an 
increased hostility to the Dissenters developed.

With the Queen’s support, Parliament passed 
the Schism Act in 1714. This law gave the 
Church of England a monopoly on education, 
and it was aimed at closing all schools that 
were dissenting or non-conformist. This act of 
repression certainly would have led to greater 
persecution of the Dissenters. However, on the 
very day that the law was to take effect, Queen 
Anne died. Her timely death gave deliverance to 
the Dissenters from the act of persecution, and 
the law was soon repealed.

The Dissenters believed the death of the 
hostile Queen Anne was a remarkable divine 
intervention. For many years after, the Dissenters 

would greet one another with the saying, “Queen 
Anne’s dead”; this served as an acknowledgment 
that God had protected his people. In a less 
polemical manner, Isaac Watts commemorated the 
event by writing a hymn based on Psalm 90. The 
first and last stanzas of this well-known hymn are:

Our God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home.

Our God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
O be our guard while troubles last,
and our eternal home.

This hymn, written in 1719, underscores the 
frailty of all human life, as the sixth stanza 
proclaims, “Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
bears all its sons away.” And there is a reality 
of adversity that comes upon all men.  Yet, the 
believer is under special circumstances because 
of the watchful care of the Lord. God preserves 
his people through all trials and afflictions.  
Although Watts wrote this hymn particularly in 
regard to the period of Queen Anne’s antipathy 
to the Dissenters, there is timelessness to his 
words.  So, we in the church today may fully 
embrace the lines of this hymn because God yet 
preserves his people today.  And so we can rightly 
sing together, “Our God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come.”
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cientists have recently been making 
surprising discoveries about the 
benefits of walking regularly. While 

any form of exercise may be good for you, there 
is a special and previously unknown value to 
walking. Beyond the physical benefits to the 
heart, lungs and muscle tone (as well as the low 
stress it exerts upon the body), regular walking 
is highly significant to mental health. Scientists 
say that not just measurable, but actually quite 
significant reductions in anxiety, depression, 
and listlessness happen as people start to walk. 
They believe that it has much to do with the 
brain seeing the world pass by at certain steady 
pace – it communicates progress even as it 
stimulates the mind through passing scenes. 

Surely one factor in the huge uptick in mental 
illness in our society is related in part to our 
increasingly stationary lives sitting in front 
of screens of various kinds, making no such 
“progress” through life. Let’s get walking! 

Human beings are built to progress. And we 
are saved to progress as well. The discovery of 
the scientists regarding our bodies and brains 
is an analog to our souls and their need for 
progressive sanctification. The great theologian 
John Murray once made the point that our 
union with Christ (the “central truth of the 
whole doctrine of salvation,” he said) has its 
source in the electing love of the Father before 
the foundation of the world and it will have its 
final fruition in our glorification in heaven: in 
the distant past and the (less!) distant future.  

But between that beginning and that end, we 
are not stationary. Having come to saving faith, 
and being justified and adopted into the family 
of God, we are to be making progress in our faith 
every day. In fact, if we are not making progress, 
we are regressing.  As I said in a recent sermon, 
things are always getting better or worse for us 
in Christ – they are never “staying the same.” 
Christ is actively calling us into a deeper and 
richer appropriation of our unbreakable union 
with himself, and to resist that or to ignore that 
is to risk grieving the Holy Spirit and becoming 
lukewarm toward God, which is sin (Revelation 
3:16-19). That means that every time we enter 
the sanctuary on the Lord’s Day, we should 
come with an expectancy that the Lord knows 
our need even as we enter the place, and he 
has prepared something for us to grow by 
in that very service, that very day. To give a 
recent example from my own life: I entered 
the sanctuary on that Sunday morning heavy 
with sorrow for my gravely ill mother – and

still grieving for by father who died this spring. 
My heart was also burdened for the struggles 
and lack of spiritual progress in the lives of a 
number of people I know and love, and my 
often inadequate response to that. But, I simply 
presented myself to our Lord for worship in 
prayer, and as we were singing the opening 
hymn, the most profound consolation was given 
to me, and a deeper feeling for the freely-given 
compassion of God, lavished upon his children 
without judgement for our sins and failings. I 
felt like I made great progress in my experiential 
knowledge of these things that day. As we sang 
from “O God Beyond All Praising” these words 
especially fell upon my spirit like liquid love: 

Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love 
we bring, that we may know your favor and 
serve you as our King; 
And whether our tomorrows be filled with 
good or ill, we’ll triumph through our 
sorrows and rise to bless you still: 
To marvel at your beauty and glory in your 
ways, and make a joyful duty our sacrifice 
of praise.
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If You’re Not

PROGRESSING
You’re

REGRESSING

Rev. Dean Turbeville

Have you ever had a conscious awareness that 
you were changing through the grace of God? 
It is not an accident that we often use the word 
“walk” to describe our pilgrimage in Christ –  our

“walk with the Lord.” If walks have a sense of 
progress in them, then we should be sensing 
that progress in ourselves. In the Westminster 
Confession of Faith’s chapter on sanctification, 
it is clear that something progressively happens 
in the lives of all true Christians: we are being 
“further sanctified” as our lusts for sin are being 
“more and more weakened and mortified,” 
while “saving graces” are being “quickened and 
strengthened . . . more and more.” In this way, 
the saints “grow in grace, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of the Lord.” (WCF XIII). Progress! 

It is both fruitless and a total waste of time to 
worry about whether we are progressing in our

sanctification as fast as others – indeed, the very 
act of looking about us to the lives of others for 
that comparative purpose distracts us from our 
own focus on Christ (this is not to deny the value 
of good examples). What we must be sure of 
above all else is that we are growing toward him, 
learning of him, loving him and serving him more 
deeply. And this will not be by some spirit of 
legalistic box-checking and straining and striving.  
As Edward Fisher, the (probable) author of The 
Marrow of Modern Divinity writes, 

So that, for a conclusion, this I say: if the 
everlasting love of God in Jesus Christ be 
truly made known to your souls, according 
to the measure thereof, you shall have no 
need to frame and force yourselves to love 
and do good works, for your souls will ever 
stand bound to love God, and to keep his 
commandments, and it will be your meat and 
drink to do his will. And truly this love of God 
will cut down self-love and love of the world, 
for the sweetness of Christ’s Spirit will turn the 
sweetness of the flesh into bitterness, and the 
sweetness of the world into contempt. And 
if you can behold Christ with open face, you 
shall see and feel things unutterable, and be 
changed from beauty to beauty, from glory 
to glory, by the Spirit of this Lord, and so be 
happy in this life, in your union with happiness, 
and happy hereafter in the full fruition of 
happiness; whither the Lord Jesus Christ bring 
us all in his due time. Amen.

To give one final challenge to your walk with the 
Lord, I will ask you to meditate on this simple 
question: have you come to think of yourself as 
primarily and essentially a lover of God? It is a 
question of stupendous importance in the life 
of every believer. 

Yes, still a sinner. No, not yet loving God as we 
should or will one day. Of course, loving him 
because he first loved us. All of that. 

But still, I repeat, do you think of yourself 
primarily and essentially as a lover of God? Why 
not? You and I must progress toward this sure 
self-understanding, for we do love because he 
first loved us (1 John 4:19). 

This is not super-sainthood, but a standard 
expectation of Christians: O love the LORD, all 
you His godly ones! (Psalm 31:23)  

Onward, fellow pilgrims, and lovers of the living 
and true God!  Let us make daily progress to the 
upward call of God in Jesus Christ! 
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s we have seen from a recent Sunday 
School class, the book of Jonah teaches 
us valuable truths about God, such as

His boundless mercy towards repentant sinners. 
Yet many argue the book of Jonah is fictional. 
‘I mean’, they say, ‘are we honestly to believe 
Jonah was swallowed by a big fish and vomited 
out three days later? Surely we can’t accept this 
fairy-tale really happened?’

AN INSUFFICIENT RESPONSE

Some commentators defend the legitimacy of 
Jonah’s experience by citing other occasions 
when men may have survived being made fish-
food. Perhaps the most vivid story is that of James 
Bartley, who allegedly sailed on a whale-hunting 
expedition near the Falklands in 1891. When 
Bartley harpooned a whale his boat overturned 
and Bartley disappeared. The crew eventually 
caught the whale and began dissecting for two 
days, until astonishingly they found Bartley 
doubled-up and unconscious in the belly of 
the whale. Bartley was bleached white but was 
unscathed and resumed his duties weeks later.  

Is this why we should believe Jonah’s experience 
happened? I hope James Bartley is not our 
grounds for believing the book of Jonah! You 
see, Jonah asks more from us than to believe 
he survived being swallowed by a fish. Jonah 
demands we believe that God spoke to man, 
hurled up and calmed a storm on cue, prepared 
a fish to be at the right place at the right time to 
swallow the right person, that the fish vomited 
Jonah at God’s command, and much more. And 
the Bible demands even more than that! Consider 
the serpent in Genesis 3, Noah’s ark, the burning 
bush, the plagues of Egypt, the parting of the 
Jordan, Balaam’s talking donkey, and a thousand 
other things. Consider the person of Christ: 
the God-man born of a virgin, who performed 
miracles, died in midday darkness to the rumblings 
of an earthquake, was resurrected from the dead 
on the third day and ascended to the right hand of 
God! The Bible demands we believe much more 
than the fact Jonah was swallowed by a fish!

And the reality is we must take it all or leave it all. 
We must believe the miraculous. The Bible claims 
‘all scripture is God-breathed’ as ‘men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit’. 
The Christian is to believe all scripture is inspired, 
inerrant, and authoritative. He can’t say, ‘I follow 
Jesus but don’t believe that Old Testament stuff’. 
Jesus believes that Old Testament stuff, including 
the book of Jonah (Matthew 12, Luke 11). In fact, 
that Old Testament stuff is Jesus’ revelation! So

the question is not ‘Do you believe Jonah was 
swallowed by a fish?’ but ‘Do you believe all 66 
books of the bible are inspired and accurate?’

WHY MIGHT WE BELIEVE?

Why might I believe Jonah? Why might I believe 
the bible? Is it because the bible is one of 
the oldest and best-preserved documents in 
existence? Is it because the bible has never been 
proven false? Is it because extra-biblical materials 
in heathen lands validate its claims regarding 
events like the flood or midday darkness? Is the 
bible true because it was written over thousands 
of years by approximately 40 authors and yet 
never contradicts itself?

Or, is it because so many prophecies came true 
despite prophesied hundreds or thousands of 
years prior? Consider the fulfilled Old Testament 
prophecies concerning Christ: His nation, 
tribe, family, place and date of birth, ride into 
Jerusalem on a donkey, the betrayal by Judas for 
30 pieces of silver and the forsaking by the other 
disciples, the false witnesses, His silence on 
trial, that He’d be mocked, spat upon, insulted, 
scourged, pierced and crucified, offered vinegar, 
that men would cast lots for His clothes, that 
He’d die between criminals, the earthquake, 
the resurrection etc. Is it because of all these 
fulfilled prophecies we believe the bible?

Do we believe because of the majesty of the

style of books like Isaiah or Revelation, or the 
deep insights of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, 
or the profundity of Christ’s teaching, or the 
historical accuracy? Do we believe because of the 
unfathomable depths of the theology which have 
left theologians flabbergasted for centuries? 

Do we believe because Christ’s coming has 
so impacted the world that we measure the 
date by His birthday? Or because we realize 
Jesus is either bad (a liar), mad, or who He 
claimed to be (the son of God)? We know He 
wasn’t bad because His message extols love 
and truth and peace, not to mention the cross 
would soon make a fraud confess. He couldn’t 
have been mad because His teachings are the 
most profound words ever written and are not 
the words of a lunatic. So we realize He must 
actually be the son of God, and if the son of God 
then the bible must be true.       

Do we believe the bible because Jesus’ disciples 
were transformed from terrified, uneducated 
fishermen to bold martyrs who turned the world 
upside down? Do we believe because the gospel 
has reached every land just as it was promised? 
Do we believe the bible because wherever it is 
accepted, civilizations are transformed for good? 
Do we believe because wherever the gospel is 
absent there is corruption and darkness? 

Are we to believe the bible because billions of 
people throughout history from all over the

world have believed it, some sealing their 
testimony with martyrdom? Is it because we 
have seen lives of people we know transformed 
by the bible – the broken fixed, the bitter 
forgive, the enslaved to sin set free? Is it because 
we have heard the most earth-shattering 
testimonies of people who were converted 
under the preaching of God’s Word? 

Do we believe the bible because it teaches the 
only worldview which makes sense of history 
and the present, and gives the only reasonable 
explanation for who we are and where we 
have been? Is it because it teaches the only 
worldview which gives meaning and purpose 
to life? Is it because creation, our consciences, 
and our subconscious won’t let us eradicate 
the God the bible reveals? 

WHY I BELIEVE THE BIBLE

Although the reasons given above are helpful, 
they are not the grounds for my belief in the 
bible. I am persuaded and assured the bible is 
true and from God because of the inward work 
of Holy Spirit bearing witness to the Word in my 
heart. My eyes are open, my mind enlightened, 
my reason quickened, my conviction unrelenting, 
my faith secured, my heart elated, because of 
the powerful testimony of the Holy Spirit bearing 
witness to the truth in my heart. The Westminster 
Divines wrote, ‘Our full persuasion and assurance 
of the infallible truth and divine authority of the 
Word of God, is from the inward work of the Holy 
Spirit bearing witness by and with the word in 
our hearts’. John Calvin wrote, ‘We feel perfectly 
assured – as much so as if we beheld the divine 
image visibly impressed on it – that the bible 
came to us from the very mouth of God. We ask 
not for proofs and probabilities. We feel a divine 
energy living and breathing in it – an energy by 
which we are drawn and animated to obey’.

Jonah is not a fairy-tale. How do I know? 
Not because it hasn’t been proven false, nor 
because of James Bartley, but because Jesus 
said ‘My sheep hear my voice and I know them 
and they follow me’, and I have heard the voice 
of Jesus in his Word. Do you believe all scripture 
is God-breathed? Have you heard the voice of 
Christ? Then let the reality that the Word of God 
is the Word of God sink in! John Piper said, ‘God 
wrote a book. That reality blows me away every 
time I stop to think about it. Pages and pages 
of God. His thoughts, His words, His heart, right 
there, just a few inches away. Reading the bible 
is one of the most important things we can do. 
It’s literally more important than breathing’.
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It’s a great thing for man 
to walk on the moon. But 
it’s a greater thing for GOD 
to walk on the earth

Neil Armstrong

“ “
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Heavenly
Minded

Arthur Rankin

an you be “too heavenly minded to be 
of any earthly good?” This is a common 
complaint about Christians who may 

not seem to be “present” enough in this world 
because of their expectation of the world to come. 
Supposedly, practical and reasonable people 
must be focused upon this earth, which is the 
most “real.” But the ironic thing is that we must 
become heavenly minded to do true earthly good. 
Anything good on earth is good in heaven: indeed, 
is good on earth because it is good in heaven!
 
Let us consider our Lord Jesus Christ. He was 
constantly teaching and preaching about the 
coming of the Kingdom of God which, of course, 
is ultimately fulfilled with the establishment of the 
new heavens and new earth. He longed for the day 
when heaven and earth would “overlap” and the 
presence of God would fill the earth, as he filled 
the temple. Yet, our heavenly minded Savior was 
deeply concerned with how his disciples should 
live here on earth. And surely our Savior, who 
taught us how we should live and treat our earthly 
neighbors, was (and is!) not too heavenly minded!

A non-Christian’s confusion is understandable 
though. We are called as Christians to be pilgrims 

and strangers in a world we are just passing 
through on the way to the New Jerusalem. We 
are called to live by faith and not by sight. Our 
citizenship is not truly here, and we should not 
want it to be! This world is passing away, and 
our treasure must be stored up in heaven. 

But, it is my firm conviction that Christians 
either do not spend enough time thinking about 
heaven or have mistaken ideas of what heaven 
will be like. The practice of meditating upon 
heaven is virtually forgotten by most Christians, 
and by default this allows the things of this 
world to cloud our eyes. We must live by faith 
and that means we must earnestly look forward 
to the day when faith shall become sight.

Richard Baxter (1615-1691) had a deep 
understanding of the need to focus upon 
heaven. He was the famous minister in the 
English city of Kidderminster and a leader in 
the Puritan movement. He was known to be 
frequently sick with very painful illnesses, which 
17th century medicine frequently made worse. 
He said that he had “seldom an hour free from 
pain.” At one point, he was forced to stop all 
work and retired to his home for five months of 

intense, bedridden agony. Convinced that he was 
going to die, he began to write what he believed 
to be his funeral sermon on the subject of heaven. 
He eventually recovered, but he was so changed 
by the experience that he resolved to spend 
thirty minutes every day dedicated to thinking 
about heaven. The sermon ballooned into a 
work which holds the sum of all his meditations 
in more than 650 pages under the title of The 
Saints’ Everlasting Rest. He warmly commended 
meditating on heaven to all Christians, especially 
those who were struggling with weak faith: 

“For want of this recourse to heaven, your 
soul is as a lamp not lighted, and your duty as 
a sacrifice without fire. Fetch one coal daily 
from this altar, and see if your offering will 
not burn. . . Keep close to this reviving fire, 
and see if your affections will not be warm.” 

The rest the saints look forward to is a far cry 
from sitting on clouds with harps and indulging in 
endless idleness. We look forward to the exciting 
culmination of our entire Christian lives. We were 
made by God in order to glorify him and enjoy 
him forever, and this is the central purpose of 
our existence. In the new heavens and the new

earth, we will be able to truly enjoy God in a way 
that far outstrips anything any Christian has ever 
experienced on the most blessed of Sabbaths. 
We will enjoy the full presence of God as he 
dwells among us (Revelation 21:3). When that 
day comes, we will behold our Savior face-to-face 
and truly see him in all his glory (1 Corinthians 
13:12). Christians often have a low view of heaven 
which does not do justice to the true majesty of 
enjoying all the graces and benefits of Christ in 
the presence of Christ himself! To say that we will 
be filled with awe is an understatement; there 
will be perfect joy and communion with God 
which will result in unmitigated worship. 

Far from lazily resting, we will be free from sin 
and able to focus upon the great and holy work of 
worshipping our God. Our worship services now 
are merely small-scale maneuvers which are a dim 
shadow of what is to come when the countless 
host streams in singing to Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost! This is part of the reason why we must 
take worship so seriously. We are performing our 
ultimate end and the action which will consume 
us for all eternity. This demands that we focus 
the sum total of all of our energy and affections 
upon worship and not be cavalier when we 
worship on Sunday, for we are about a heavenly 
business. It is a dangerous thing to be apathetic 
to the worship of our God, and, if experienced 
continually without remorse, it should cause us 
to pause and think. If the thought of worshipping 
God and enjoying him forever does not fill you 
with joy now, what makes you think you will 
enjoy it in heaven? When we worship here on 
earth, we get a taste of heaven and a very real 
indication of our spiritual life.

Christian, it is best to get the taste of heaven in 
your mouth now. It will strengthen you as you 
go about your earthly work. It will feed your 
love for your Savior and see that the fire burns 
in both good times and bad. It will prepare 
you to live a life dedicated to him and his glory 
both in this world and in the world to come. 
It will prepare you to die well resting upon 
his promises. Pilgrim, do not journey without 
thinking about what awaits you in your home 
country. Live in with happy expectation. 

Haste thee on from grace to glory, 
Armed by faith, and winged by prayer. 
Heaven’s eternal days before thee, 
God’s own hand shall guide us there. 
Soon shall close thy earthly mission, 
Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days, 
Hope shall change to glad fruition, 
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise.

C



hen it comes to art, endless discussion 
surrounds the topic of beauty and 
its definition. For Christians, defining 

beauty really shouldn’t be difficult since we 
worship a God who is more beautiful than 
anything seen or heard. The only problem is 
that we cannot see Him. So, the challenge of 
beauty remains.

Thankfully, God has not left us without traces 
of His beauty entirely. One obvious source is 
creation itself as it declares His glory from 
day to day. However, there is one source that 
puts me in especial awe for God’s beauty. This 
source starts with creation, but ends with a 
resounding symphony of glory to God for the 
nature of His character.
     
Starting with the creation account of Genesis, 
we see the Spirit of God hovering over the 
deep, which was dark, formless and void. But, 
by the Word of His power, this formlessness was 
transformed into a magnificent masterpiece of 
His handiwork (Genesis 1-2).
     
But, God’s creative nature did not stop there. In 
the same way, the nature of man was dark and 
void - offering nothing for Him in return. But, 
when the Holy Spirit entered the dark corridors 
of our degenerate hearts, by the Word of His 

power, He transformed our ugly, sinful state 
and clothed us with His righteousness making 
us more like Him . . . beautiful (Ezra 16:1-14).

But, once again, God did not stop there. Now, He 
is about the business of making the whole earth 
His resplendent Kingdom where souls from every 
tribe, tongue, and nation will worship Him in an 
earth renewed to its intended glory. Yes, even the 
earth will experience cosmic redemption from 
the chains of our Fallen nature (2 Peter 3:13). 
     
So, when artists approach their easels with a 
blank canvas before them, they see something 
empty and worthless. No images. No color. No 
intelligence. But, when they swipe that canvas 
with strokes of color, creative expertise, and 
symmetry, that empty void becomes something 
beautiful for everyone to admire. 
     
So what is beauty? Such a question cannot be 
answered in its fullness within the bounds of a 
small article. But, I do know one thing. The gospel 
is beautiful . . .  the kind of gospel that embodies 
the power of God unto salvation - both individual 
and cosmic. It is the overflow of Trinitarian love 
that oozes into that which has no hope and 
redeems it for His glory. The gospel is the most 
beautiful masterpiece whose Master is worthy of 
our worship for all eternity.

Dr. John Currid

Art, 
Beauty 
and the 

Gospel

Brittany Smith

W
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Mission to
Broadmoor
Taylor Wright

urricane Barry hung on the horizon 
when we loaded up the van and hit the 
road, yet the Lord brought us safely to 

Redeemer Church in Jackson, MS. On arrival 
we met Steve and Sherry Lanier whose warm 
welcome and hospitality set the tone for our 
trip. The next morning was Sunday and we 
heard Elbert McGowan, a former student of 
Pastor Bill, preach on Psalm 67 and the great 
commission. Later that night we met the Mission 
to Broadmoor team, well over 30 students and 
adults associated with Redeemer and who lived 
in the neighborhood. We worked under Stewart 
Hood and Dillon Callahan, who with Redeemer 
in the Mission to Broadmoor were renovating 
numerous homes in hopes that people would 
come to know the Lord and might obtain their 
first opportunity at homeownership.

When James wrote, “Religion 
that is pure and undefiled 
before God the Father is this: 
to visit orphans and widows 
in their affliction” (James 
1:27), surely widows and 
orphans were not the extent 
but case studies in affliction. 
Driving around Jackson and 
especially in the Broadmoor 
neighborhood was an obstacle 
course: neglected roads 
pockmarked with potholes 
were the baseline. Though 
the neighborhood’s affliction 
was apparent, Redeemer 
wanted to show the people were not forgotten. 
That first workday faced hurricane rains, but 
that did not deter us. Muddy and drenched 
we removed refuse and overgrowth both 
inside and out, cleaned floors and walls, and 
prepared for painting.

Yet the rain did keep us back from the trip’s 
evangelistic strategy: prayer walks. Redeemer’s 
prayer walks were small groups of students led 
by an adult who took to the roads praying for 
the needs of every home and person in sight. 
We finally put it to practice the following days. 
During our students’ first prayer walk, they 
shared the gospel with a family receiving a 
donation of food and encountered men who 

had suffered from violence the previous night. 
Those people put a face on the work; we 
weren’t serving mere dilapidated houses.

Whether on a ladder painting siding or pulling 
up vines four inches thick, we labored each 
morning before returning to Redeemer 
for lunch. As a taste of our work, we were 
kept busy each night. Monday we received 
evangelism training. Tuesday we cleaned a 
house that had been finished. Wednesday we 
staffed the block party, where grilled burgers 
and hotdogs, a bounce house, face painting, 
snow cones, and live music were provided 
for the families and neighborhood kids; 
Abigail Klazinga and Erin Anderson offered 
their talents. Thursday we staffed their VBS 
Boomerang, a short program designed to be 
a middle-of-the-summer point of contact for 
kids and families who had attended VBS the 
prior month, in which the lessons of VBS are 
revisited and expanded upon for the kids. By 
Friday, we were exhausted! We celebrated 
our week serving together and 24-hours later 
we had returned home.

Each night we enjoyed Kristy Barcley’s cooking, 
fellowship together, playing games at Andrew 
McArthur and Hillary and Henry Brown’s lead, 
and studying the Book of Acts. There were fears 
when our ladies’ air conditioning shut off and the 
temperature burgeoned. There was adjustment 
as we slept on floors and showered in an MNA 
disaster trailer. For some of our students the trip 
was their first away from family. We were shock 
troops, there for only a short while, we dropped in 
and, in a flash, we were gone. We may not see the 
ongoing work, but we can be confident the Lord 
works while we are away. He is working and will 
use the Redeemer’s and our labors. We wait to see 
how the Lord will continue to teach and change us, 
that we might serve our Charlotte communities.

H

MEMBERS
Nate & Naomi Bower  
Jonathan & Erica Hood  
Josh & Sarah Kitchen  
Joe & Alice Parker   
Will & Judi Traub  
Chris & Donnette Brock 

CHURCH PLANTERS
Sebastian & Isabel Heck
Jake & Melissa Hunt  
Bill & Pam Schweitzer
Chris & Rosemary Statter
Frank & Sheree  
Aaron & Rachel Halbert
Andrew & Julie Halbert 
Jonathan & Maggie  
Josh & Kristi  
Joel & Jessica Rinn
Argyris & Dina Petrou

TRAINERS / TRANSLATORS
Greenville Seminary  
F. & I. P.  
African Bible University
Covenant School Japan
Lars & Kathy Huttar       
Shaun & Becki Hurrie    

LOCAL
West Charlotte Church  
RUF - Queens University
RUF - UNCC  
RUF - Johnson & Wales
Brookstone School  
Charlotte Rescue Mission
Hope Cancer Center 
Pregnancy Resource Center  

OH
NY
NE
NC
Scotland
France

Germany
Czech Rep.
England
England
Africa
Honduras
Costa Rica
Asia
Europe
Italy
Greece

SC
Europe
Africa
Japan
NC
S. Africa

NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC

Pray for our Missionaries Missions

Summer 2019 presented several opportunities 
for Sovereign Grace members to spread the 
Gospel. This year’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
on June 17-20, entitled Clap your Hands, Stomp 
your Feet, received so many applications that 
we had to close registration early. VBS (pictured 
below) included singing, skits, games, snacks 
and Bible lessons. Thank you to all those who 
volunteered to help.

On the heals of VBS the Mission to Broadmoor 
took place on July 13-20, when a group from 
Sovereign Grace partnered with Redeemer PCA 
in Jackson, MS in various evangelistic activities. 
You can read more on the previous page. 

Then, on July 22-25 from 1-3pm, we 
recapitulated our VBS at Brookstone School, 
when around 80 children from underprivileged 
backgrounds heard about Jesus Christ. 

On August 23 through September 2 our mission 
team went to Solihull Presbyterian Church (SPC) 
near Birmingham, England. The team (pictured 
on the next page) helped with SPC’s relocation, 
revamping their new building, and reaching out 
with the Gospel to their new neighbors. The 
next edition of Captive Thoughts will have a full 
debrief of the trip. 
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WIC: Knowing 
and Growing
Kathryn Bowser

hose of us on the WIC (Women in the 
Church) Council have been thinking 
a lot about our focus for this year. 

Our charter has been a very helpful resource 
in that process. The purpose statement in 
that charter declares that “Women in the 
Church (WIC) at Sovereign Grace endeavors 
to equip, encourage and serve the women of 
our congregation, so that each woman may 
know the love of Christ personally, grow in that 
knowledge, and be committed to extending His 
kingdom in her life, home, church, community, 
and throughout the world.” I plan to write in 
subsequent articles about each of those verbs 
(“equip, encourage, and serve”), but I want 
to write here about the goal to which those 
actions are directed, namely that each woman 
in this congregation would “know the love of 
Christ personally, grow in that knowledge, and 
be committed to extending His kingdom.”  

Having such a goal means at least two things for 
all of WIC (which is not just the council members, 
but all of the women who are members of this 
church).  First, we are to know the love of Christ 

personally. We do not think that this happens 
uniquely through women’s ministry. This takes 
place by the Holy Spirit through the ordinary 
means which Christ appointed – the Word, 
and more particularly, the preaching of the 
Word. As someone who has recently had to 
memorize the Westminster Shorter Catechism 
as a graduation requirement, the answer to 
Question 89 comes to mind. It says, “The Spirit 
of God maketh the reading, but especially the 
preaching of the Word, an effectual means 
of convincing and converting sinners, and 
of building them up in holiness and comfort, 
through faith, unto salvation.” The Westminster 
Divines make it clear in this beautiful language 
that the Word, and in particular the preached 
Word, is the primary means through which 
God makes the love of Christ personally known 
to His own and brings those dead in sin to life. 

I realize that it may seem odd for this article on 
WIC to spend so much time on the theology of 
preaching, but it’s important for us to understand 
that one of the goals of WIC is for the women 
of the church to participate in weekly worship. 
This is the primary means that God uses both 
to convert and to build up his people in faith, in 
comfort and in holiness. While we do offer studies 
through WIC, which we hope God also uses to 
build up the women of this church, we never 
intend those studies to detract from the regular 
preaching of the Word on each Lord’s Day. Our 

studies are intended to direct the women of this 
church to know the glories of Christ personally 
as we all gather (men, women and children) in 
public worship together. 

This goal of knowing Christ personally also 
means that we would strive for each woman 
of the church to live as those who are in union 
with Christ, and therefore, as our charter 
says “grow in that knowledge [of the love 
of Christ], and be committed to extending 
His kingdom in her life, home, church, 
community, and throughout the world.” As 
those who have been brought from death 
to life through the Spirit’s work of uniting us 
to Christ by faith, we are called to live like it. 
Part of that consists in a desire to grow in our 
knowledge of the Word and, therefore, in the 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus who is revealed 
in that Word to us. Besides participating 
in weekly worship and prayer meeting, as 
WIC, we offer Bible Studies and encourage 
our women to participate in them, so that 
they can continue to grow in the knowledge 
and love for Christ. Going beyond just the 
individual, we also encourage all of WIC to 
be involved in service in some area within the 

church. God has gifted each one of his people 
and we are to use those gifts for the good 
of the church. As the Heidelberg Catechism 
Question and Answer 55 says, “What do you 
understand by the ‘communion of saints’? 
First, that believers, one and all, as members 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, are partakers with 
Him in all His treasures and gifts; secondly, 
that each one must feel himself bound to  

use his gifts readily and cheerfully for the 
advantage and welfare of other members.”

As those who have been united to Christ, we are 
called to serve him in the church by using our 
gifts readily and cheerfully. We hope that the 
women in the church will have a desire to serve 
in many different ways: fellowship, hospitality, 
spiritual growth, and mercy, and that we as 
the council can provide opportunities and 
encouragement to them as they serve.   

We do have several upcoming and ongoing 
events that we as the WIC council hope will be 
a means that God will use in accomplishing his 
purposes for and in the women of this church. 
First, we have the Fall Fellowship (Sept. 14; 
10:30am to 12:30pm in the Fellowship Hall). 
This is a chance for women to come and enjoy 
fellowship and hear about ways that they can 
serve through WIC. 

We also have three Bible Studies that are 
going on this Fall. The first meets on Monday 
nights (7:00-8:30pm) and is studying Sinclair 
Ferguson’s Devoted to God which looks at 
the topic of sanctification. The second meets 

on Thursday mornings (9:45-11:15am) and is 
studying the book of Amos by using Gordon 
Keddie’s book, Amos: The Lord is His Name. 
The final study meets on Thursday nights 
(7:00-8:30pm) and is studying Nancy Guthrie’s 
book, The Word of the Lord: Seeing Jesus in 
the Prophets. If you are interested in attending 
any of these studies, feel free to contact me 
(kathryn.bowser@sovereigngrace.org). 
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(pictured above). I was struck at the contrast 
between intern Caleb Evans who turned up 
in no protective clothing, and Ruling Elder Bill 
Cooper who turned up with his own body armor,  
camouflage suit, multiple extra ammunition 
canisters, and, just for good measure, camouflage 
face paint! Steve Larsen (who perhaps only just 
qualified for the ‘Young Adult’ group) was a 
wonderful marksman, but the award for most 
courage in the face of danger - and biggest bulge 
from being shot on the head - goes to Luke Cooper.   

As noted on pages 16-17, there were several 
endeavors to share the gospel over the 
summer, including Vacation Bible School (June 
17-20), Mission to Broadmoor (July 13-20), 
Vacation Bible School at Brookstone School 
(July 22-25), and a short-term mission trip to 
Solihull Presbyterian Church, England (August 
23 - September 2). A full debrief of the mission 
trip to Solihull will be included in the next 
edition of Captive Thoughts, but you can read 
the blog at solihullthesequel.blogspot.com

Nearly 50 men and women signed up for 
soccer on Tuesday evenings, with an average 
weekly attendance of 18. This was a great time 
to exercise, fellowship, and enjoy the summer 
evenings. Here are the awards: Most injured, 
Astrid; Most Portuguese, Courtney Brewer; Best 
defender, Cassaundra Smith; Best player, Jacob 
Thompson (John Burnett’s former colleague); 
Best goal, Bryan Klazinga (a beautiful header); 
Most improved, Brian Wilson; Most sociable, 
Don Stager; and Most maligned, Rob Dykes. 

The ‘quiet months’ of summer also included, 
among other things, a group of the Young 
Adults gathering for fellowship at Stumptown 
Park on August 9, and an end of summer Youth 
Pool Party at the Burroughs.

LOOKING AHEAD 

The beginning of September welcomes new 
Sunday School series, including the pastors 
teaching through the second half of the Gospel of 
Mark, Dr. James Anderson teaching a class entitled 
The Christian Worldview, and intern Arthur Rankin 
and I teaching a class for the Young Adults called 
Real Life Questions. 

On Sundays, Dr. Bill Barcley will continue 
preaching through the book of 1 Corinthians 
in the mornings, and the other pastors will 
conclude the series Jesus as Prophet, Priest and 
King in the evenings, before moving on to a 
series on the Ten Commandments.

The choir, under the musical direction of Ruling 
Elder, Dr. Charles Smoak, will resume practice 
on September 8. 

The Anna society - a monthly gathering of older 
ladies in the congregation for lunch, fellowship, 
and a devotional at Park Place Restaurant - 
continues to meet thanks to the organization 
of Rev. Dean Turbeville. The newly named 
Caleb Society which is for older men of the 
congregation, also meet somewhat regularly.

September 4 is the first Wednesday that sees 
us return to our usual format for Wednesday 
evenings. After a summer of looking at the 
Songs of Ascent, Pastor Bill will resume his 
weekly studies. We can look forward to a change 
in our Wednesday meals as we employ caterers 
on a semi-regular basis.

The several weekly Bible studies that punctuate 
the life of Sovereign Grace also start in earnest. 
For more information on the three women’s 
Bible studies that take place on Mondays and 
Thursdays, see page 19. Two men’s Bible studies 
take place on Friday mornings, and the men’s 
Saturday morning study of the Gospel of Luke will 
resume on September 7. 

Ladies will be having a casual time of fellowship 
at the Ladies Fall Fellowship brunch on Saturday, 
September 14 from 10:30am to 12:30pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. They’ll be collecting much-
needed items for Dove’s Nest, a local ministry 
assisting women battling addiction.

This year’s Men’s Retreat is on September 27-
28 at the Bonclarken Conference Center in the 
North Carolina mountains. We are anticipating 
around 40 men from Sovereign Grace coming 
to hear Dr. Richard Phillips teaching a series

called The Masculine Mandate – a subject about 
which he has written a popular book with the 
same name. This series will delve into what the 
Bible says about real manliness, and will also 
include sessions on being biblical husbands 
and fathers. More information is available at 
sovereigngrace.org/mens-retreat

The Young Adult ladies will meet for dinner and 
a movie (Downton Abbey) on Friday, October 4.

The church-wide Fall Festival is on October 12 
from 4:30 to 7pm at the church (see page 29). 
This year we’ll have square dancing for all ages, a 
bouncy house, face painting, and BBQ. We hope 
the congregation will use this as an evangelistic 
opportunity, and that neighbors of Sovereign 
Grace will attend. 

Sovereign Grace’s second annual Reformation 
Conference entitled The Triumph of the 
Reformation is on October 25-27 (see page 
15). Special guest speakers, Dr. Doug Kelly 
and Dr. Duncan Rankin, will offer seven 
lectures as well as a Q&A luncheon. Visit 
sovereigngrace.org/reformation-conference to 
find out more or to register online. 

The Young Adults will gather for Summer 
Saturday - an evening of fellowship at the Dykes 
household on November 2, from 4pm to 8pm. 
Yes, ‘Summer Saturday’ on November 2; better 
late than never. There will be a ‘Chili Cook-Off’, a 
bouncy house, and a fire pit and s’mores.

It has been encouraging to see another spate 
of new members (pictured on the next page), 
but also the return to Charlotte of members 
Joel, Christine, Jonah, Micah and Elsie Daffurn 
(pictured above) from Solihull, England.
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Life of 
the Church
Rev. Rob Dykes

e celebrated the birth of new members 
Ben and Victoria Mulch’s son, Hyder. 
With some concerns over little Hyder’s 

health, the congregation were in earnest prayer, 
and we are pleased to see the Mulch family 
return home. God is good. We also look forward 
to four more covenant children as Chris and 
Mary Williams, Bobby and Jessica Atkinson, 
Eddie and Kristyn Barrett, and Yannick and 
Astrid are expecting. 

The Lord gives and He also takes away. We 
mourned with Elizabeth Harrington over the 
passing of her husband, Don Harrington. We 
praise God that their son-in-law preached the 
gospel powerfully at Don’s funeral on June 15. 
We also praise Him for the resurrection hope 
of seeing Don again in heaven.

Many in the congregation gathered at the 
church for the wedding of Levin and Haven 
Schnee on August 10. May The Lord bless this 
newly married couple! We look forward to 
Jonathan Walton and Janna Reinink getting 
hitched on September 21. 

LOOKING BACK 

It was exciting to have our new deacons 
ordained and installed on June 9. The new 
deacons are Greg Bajan, Eddie Barrett, Brian 
Brown, Jon Drye, Pete Herran and Brian Wilson. 

On June 14 a band of us went paintballing

W
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New 
Members

Mike and Harriet Groft

Behnam, Sarah, Kian, and Philip  Darya

Adam Bostian

(James), Catriona, Eilidh, Erin, and Luke Anderson

Gary Flye

Ben, Victoria, and Hyder Mulch

They who wait for 
     the LORD 
     shall renew their strength; 
  they shall mount up 
     with wings like eagles

“

“

Isaiah 40:31



Bryan was born and raised in Ontario, Canada to 
Dutch immigrants who settled there after World 
War II. He grew up on a chicken farm. Raised in the 
Christian Reformed Church, Bryan had the blessing 
of never knowing a time outside the covenant.  
The time of his conversion is hard to pinpoint, yet 
he saw God working throughout his life.  

One of Bryan’s most defining characteristics is 
his cerebral palsy.  Bryan has spastic hemiplegia 
CP that affects the whole right side of his body. 
Despite the hardships it has caused throughout 
his life, he considers it one of his greatest 
strengths. It constantly reminds him that the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ is sufficient for him.

Bryan works for a local health plan as their Vice 
President of Pharmacy Benefits. He has been in 
the pharmacy benefits management business for 
25 years. His hobbies include wine making, disc 
golf, and sports. He enjoys watching many sports 
including rugby and soccer, but his favorite sport 
is hockey. He has been a Toronto Maple Leafs 
fan since the early 1970s and has been patiently 
waiting all his life for them to win the Stanley Cup.  

I, Faith, was born in Nebraska, lived in North 
Dakota near the Canadian border, went to school 
through the eighth grade in Aberdeen, South 
Dakota, and then—after a short 10 month detour 
in Springfield, MO where I was introduced to the 
PCA for the first time--moved to Mobile, Alabama, 
where I went to high school.  My dad is a minister 
in a small German-reformed denomination 
(RCUS) so we moved where the churches were. 
I am one of five children, a twin, and a middle 
child (my twin sister loved to remind me growing 
up that she was five minutes older than I---she 
doesn’t ‘brag’ about that anymore)!  I enjoy 
reading, writing, teaching, planning gatherings of 
family and friends, walking, talking, and relaxing 
outside, preferably on a beach.

Bryan studied Theatre Arts and English at Dordt 
College; I studied history and Spanish.  We met in 
1988; our early dates consisted of walking through 
neighborhoods or helping Bryan memorize lines 
for his next play. We were married in 1990 in 
Wisconsin where my parents served a country 
congregation.  We have moved seven times (four 
states) in our 29 years of our marriage.

We moved to Minneapolis, MN after we finished 
schooling because it was a big city and we 
assumed we could get jobs there---yes, that was 
our reasoning. Although Bryan worked in retail 
for a few months (he’ll tell you he sold shoes), 
we both eventually were hired by corporate 
firms with good entry-level positions. I worked 
for Jostens and Bryan began his long career in 
Pharmacy Benefit Management. 

Although we have no desire to live in the upper 
Midwest again, we have fond memories of 
those first years of our marriage as we grew into 
responsible adulthood and started our family. 
We were members of a small PCA church where 
I taught the children’s catechism and Bryan 
served as a deacon and then as an elder. He also 
led worship and even exhorted some Sundays 
during the year our pastor was called up to 
serve as a chaplain in Iraq. 

One result of the need to find men to preach 
or prepare messages himself that year was 
that Bryan wanted to explore the possibility 
of pursuing a call to the preaching ministry. He 
took some virtual classes from RTS Charlotte; we 
eventually moved to Charlotte in 2004 to take 
classes in person.
   
That year was a difficult one for us in many ways, 
and God used it to teach us that “many are the 
plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose 
of the LORD that will stand” (Proverbs 19:21).  

Although he thoroughly enjoyed his classes 
at RTS, the Lord showed us through trials and 
difficulties that the gospel ministry was not his 
calling. He was offered a job working for a local 
company that didn’t require the high amount 
of travel that his old job entailed. We were 
thankful that he could be home most evenings 
and actively participate in the lives and activities 
of our kids as they grew. 

We have been blessed with homeschooling in a 
part of the country where there is such a great 
network of support from fellow homeschoolers. 
We have one more year to go with Abigail; she 
will graduate May 2020. Each of our children 
has used their gifts and abilities to serve the 
Lord and have professed a love for their Savior.  

Our oldest son, Justin (25), is married to Sarah Blair, 
the pastor’s daughter of our former congregation.     
Justin teaches Latin and Classics at Veritas 
Academy in Lancaster, PA. He begins seminary 
classes online this Fall to explore a possible calling 
to the ministry. Sarah works from home a few 
hours a week as church administrator for their

former church in Beaufort, SC. They are members 
of a United Reformed Church in Pennsylvania. 

Joanna (23) lives with us as she completes 
a contract position and begins to search for 
permanent employment. She is a member 
of our former congregation, Redeemer OPC, 
where she helps with Sunday school and plays 
the piano for worship when the pianist is absent. 
She studied history at the University of SC; she is 
gifted in music and very ‘crafty’, always knitting 
or crocheting gifts for others and making soaps 
or trying out food recipes. 

Aaron (21) is finishing his last year at Liberty 
University. He is a music major and works for 
a local moving company while going to school. 
He is also on the music worship team at Mercy 
PCA. He plays guitar and piano. 

Abigail (17) begins her senior year of home 
schooling. She works every morning for a 
neighbor, caring for three old horses. She also is 
a music teacher’s assistant one morning a week 
at Greyfriars Classical Academy. She enjoys 
singing and playing the piano, taking Brazilian 
Jiu Jitsu, and baking amazing confections. She is 
interested in the animal sciences and will attend 
USC-Lancaster next year. 

Bryan’s disability and his love for the needy, 
weak, or different, has helped him find his calling 
in the church. He loves serving at Brighton 
Gardens, is a new board member at Quarryville 
Presbyterian Retirement Community in PA, 
encourages prisoners through the Metanoia 
Ministry, and is on the missions committee at 
SG. I love teaching children in Sunday School 
and at VBS.  I have also been privately tutoring 
and would love to continue tutoring or teaching 
after I “retire” from homeschooling next year.   

Bryan and I have a heart for church missions 
and church planting, both locally and globally, 
and we were drawn to SG partly because of her 
commitment to missions. We are unbelievably 
blessed by the preaching and the teaching of 
the Word; we crave to study God’s Word and 
fellowship with believers. We experience a 
taste of heaven every Sunday as we worship. 
We are not used to being members of such a 
‘large-to-us’ congregation—we want to know 
everyone and sometimes can’t put names to 
faces since there are so many new people each 
week. We would love to invite you over to our 
house for dinner and fellowship. We know it 
will take years to get to know everyone and we 
look forward to serving God alongside you at 
Sovereign Grace. 
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Where are you originally from and how did you 
come to know the Lord?

Tom grew up in Texas in a loving Christian family, 
with two older brothers and an older sister. His 
father was a Methodist pastor, so church, prayer, 
and all church-related activities were a way of 
life for him. We moved around quite a bit within 
the state of Texas, but mostly I lived in the Austin 
and San Antonio areas. While attending college, 
I became involved in a Bible church with sound 
biblical teaching, which led to my personal 
relationship with Christ becoming very real.

Claudia was born and raised in Coral Gables, FL 
(Miami area) and grew up in a loving Christian 
home too, with an older and younger sister.  I 
don’t remember a day without knowing the 
Lord and am blessed to have a rich, spiritual 
background. The church in which I grew up, 
Granada Presbyterian, was one of the founding 
churches of the PCA. The Orcutts were also 
members of Granada, and the three of us 
remember well the day that we voted to leave 
the PCUSA and start the PCA denomination back 
in the early 70’s. It was an extraordinary day in 
the history of our church! Granada was also a 
big supporter of the new Reformed Theological 
Seminary in Jackson, MS, and I remember a 
number of young men from our church going 
there to study to become pastors. Ever since that 
time, RTS has had a special place in my heart.  

Claudia’s favorite story of her deep spiritual roots 
though, comes from God’s weaving together of 
two families over four generations. Her mother 
was led to Christ as a child by her pastor in Miami, 

Rev. Daniel Iverson, author of the beloved hymn, 
“Spirit of the Living God”. Three generations later, 
Claudia’s younger sister married PCA pastor Terry 
Johnson, author and pastor for over 30 years of 
the historic Independent Presbyterian Church in 
Savannah, GA. IPC is also the church Rev. Daniel 
Iverson attended as a boy, and it was in 1895 
when he felt called to the ministry, after a sermon 
preached by D. L. Moody. Since that time, many 
of Rev. Dan’s children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren have become PCA missionaries, 
including Jonathan Iverson, who recently married 
Claudia’s niece, and the two of them are now 
supported by Sovereign Grace on the mission 
field. Claudia’s mother moved to Savannah 10 
years ago and now attends IPC herself, where the 
man who led her to Christ over 80 years ago, was 
himself led to Christ over 120 years ago.  Only 
God could weave such a beautiful tapestry!

How long have you been at Sovereign Grace 
and how have you been involved in ministry?

We came to SG in the Fall of 2000 after being 
members at Christ Covenant for nine years. 
We felt called to be in a smaller church, and it 
was brother-in-law Terry who suggested SG. 
We immediately felt at home here. We dove 
in and became active members from the start, 
serving wherever needed. In 2003, Claudia 
had the honor of co-chairing the PCA General 
Assembly Committee for Women’s Activities. In 
2008, under the leadership of pastor Bill Barcley, 
she had the privilege of becoming the founding 
President of WIC, and Tom became an elder. We 
have served in numerous capacities throughout 
our 19 years at Sovereign Grace.

In 2006, we had the opportunity to build our 
dream home through Tom’s homebuilding 
company. One of our dreams was to be able to 
host church gatherings, as well as offer housing to 
RTS students and missionaries.  For 12 years, we 
raised our children there and had the privilege of 
hosting more events, students, and missionaries, 
than we ever imagined!  So many sweet memories 
were made hosting youth events, pool parties, 
WIC events, the All Church Christmas Gathering, 
Women’s Missions Brunch, and so much more!  
Though we have not regretted downsizing since 
then, we do regret that we are no longer able to 
host those large events.  It was always such a joy 
to have our church family in our home, no matter 
how small or large the crowd!

Are there seasons when your family has 
especially seen the Lord’s hand at work? 
    
There are three times that really stand out in 
our 38 years of marriage. First, when we were 
newlyweds living in Dallas, after both graduating 
from SMU, we had a really difficult time finding 
a church home. As like-minded Christians, we 
did not expect that to be a problem, but Tom 
was “very Methodist” and Claudia was “very 
PCA”.  For the first four years of marriage, we 
floundered, trying church after church to no avail. 
During this time, and unbeknownst to Tom, there 
was an army of prayer warriors at Claudia’s home 
church of Granada, faithfully praying for Tom to 
see the light of the reformed faith!

When Tom’s job took us from Dallas to Austin, we 
tried again to find a church home with no success.  
It was brother-in-law Terry, who suggested we 
try the new PCA church plant there.  We were 
not keen on going to a start-up church which was 
meeting in an elementary school, but we were out 
of options, so we tried it.  When the service was 
over, Claudia knew that this was where we needed 
to be!  Convincing Tom of that was going to be 
another matter…until he got in the car, closed the 
door, and said, this is our church!  Praise God! All 
those faithful Granada prayers had been answered 
and from that day on, under our pastor’s faithful 
teaching there, Tom embraced the reformed faith, 
wholly and completely! We also learned that we 
had gifts that were especially useful in a start-up 
church and we thrived in ministry there. 

A few years later, Tom took a home-building job 
in Ft. Myers, FL. We quickly found a PCA church 
that we loved, and soon after, Tom became an 
elder and Claudia served on the WIC Council.  It 
was there that we saw God’s hand clearly at work 
for the second time.  We had been married for 
10 years and had not been able to have children.   

Doctors never could figure out why, but it was at 
that time that a dear friend suggested we adopt, 
and said that his brother, a doctor, was occasionally 
made aware of babies needing to be adopted.  
He asked if we would be interested in having our 
names put on his list to adopt.  We said yes. 

That was in the Fall of 1990 and Tom had just 
parted ways with his corporate company and 
decided to go out on his own.  We had been 
financially sound for a number of years, and 
more than ready to start a family, but now we 
no longer had an income, our home was on the 
market, and we had no idea of where we were 
going to start this new business.  It was at this 
time of total instability, just a month after our 
friend had suggested adoption, that he contacted 
us again and said there was a baby available to 
adopt.  God had a plan for us that was surely not 
on OUR timetable, but definitely on HIS! Clearly 
He wanted us to grow deeper in our faith and 
trust in Him! 

Just three months after adopting our son, James, 
we decided to make Charlotte our home for Tom’s 
new business. We left our loving, supportive 
church family and started our lives over in a 
completely new city and state, with a brand new 
baby. We hadn’t a penny to our name anymore 
– having had to use a credit card to pay for all 
the bills to adopt James, and we weren’t even 
able to pay the movers to get our furniture off 
the truck once we arrived in Charlotte!  It was a 
season filled with trials and anxiety which kept us 
constantly on our knees, but it was also a time of 
miracles, of mercy and grace, of complete trust, 
and God’s steadfast faithfulness.  So remarkable 
was God’s hand in our lives at that time, that our 
Ft. Myers church asked us to share our story at 
our National Day of Prayer Service.  We wish 
there were room to tell you all the details of that 
story here, but it would take up two more pages! 

We learned much about depending completely 
on the Lord during that season, and we learned 
to depend on Him even more with the adoption 
of our daughter, Cami, in 1998.  Again, there were 
doubts, surprises, challenges, and trials, but in 
the end, the Lord saw fit to allow us to adopt our 
precious daughter.  

The Lord has blessed us beyond measure over 
the almost 30 years of Tom owning his own 
business here in Charlotte.  There have been 
significant swings, from the “land of plenty” to 
losing everything in the 2008 recession, but the 
Lord has been faithful to bring us through every 
circumstance, and we are humbled and grateful 
for his many mercies to us!
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Zeal in religion is a burning desire to please God, to do His will, and to 
advance His glory in the world in every possible way. It is a desire which is 
not natural to man. It is a desire which the Spirit puts in the heart of every 
believer when he is converted, however, a desire which some believers 
feel so much more strongly than others that they alone deserve to be 
called “zealous” men.

This desire is so strong, when it really reigns in a man, that it impels 
him to make any sacrifice, to go through any trouble, to deny himself to 
any amount, to suffer, to work, to labor, to toil, to spend himself and be 
spent, and even to die, if only he can please God and honor Christ.

A zealous man in religion is preeminently a man of one thing. It is not 
enough to say that he is earnest, strong, uncompromising, meticulous, 
wholehearted, fervent in spirit. He only sees one thing, he cares for one 
thing, he lives for one thing, he is swallowed up in one thing; and that one 
thing is to please God. Whether he lives, or whether he dies, whether he 
has health, or whether he has sickness, whether he is rich, or whether he 
is poor, whether he pleases man, or whether he gives offense, whether 
he is thought wise, or whether he is thought foolish, whether he gets 
blame, or whether he gets praise, whether he gets honor, or whether he 
gets shame - for all this the zealous man cares nothing at all. He burns 
for one thing, and that one thing is to please God and to advance God’s 
glory. If he is consumed in the very burning, he does not care – he is 
content. He feels that, like a lamp, he is made to burn; and if consumed 
in burning, he has but done the work for which God has appointed him.

J. C. Ryle

Zeal




