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Captive Thoughts is the quarterly magazine of 
Sovereign Grace Presbyterian Church, and is 
designed to enrich community in the church, keep 
members up-to-date, and provide devotional and 
edifying material from the pastors. Sovereign 
Grace is a community in Charlotte which has 
been transformed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and wants to know, worship and live for God. For 
everything you need to know about Sovereign 
Grace, visit sovereigngrace.org

captive
thoughts

Well, here we go, another edition of Captive 
Thoughts has been sent to the printers and is 
now in your hands. And I will surely have the 
same experience I have had before: I will read 
the finished product and find not only uncaught 
grammatical mistakes but entire sentences in 
my writing that just don’t sound quite right: I 
surely could have said that better! 

This is a constant experience in ministry, this 
discovery of flaws and failings in our work 
serving a perfect God and a sinless Christ (and 
many of those failings are far more serious than 
grammatical errors!).  At first, this seems most 
regrettable. Couldn’t the all-knowing God have 
chosen a better communication system than 
fallen human beings? After all, our redemption 
in Jesus does not make us perfect (yet!), just 
saved. When Christ said, “You did not choose 
me, but I chose you and appointed you that 
you should go and bear fruit…” (John 15:16), he 
leaves no doubt that he fully intended to use us 
to build his church. Yet, to our minds, it surely did 
not have to be this way. He could have chosen 
to raise a stone obelisk engraved with flawless 
words. He could have projected a perfect and 
permanent heavenly hologram of himself in the 
sky. He could have commissioned an angelic army 
to enforce his will on the earth. Instead, he chose 
cracked vessels of human frailty to embody and 
transmit the glorious Gospel of God. While we

are told this was to show that the “surpassing 
worth” belongs to God and not man (see 2 
Corinthians 4:7), that doesn’t entirely answer 
the question, does it? Less “risky” means could 
have served that same purpose. What in the 
world was Christ thinking when he said he 
would build his church upon redeemed (yet still 
deeply flawed) men?
 
I’m not sure I can articulate all I am thinking 
about this just now. But, in this season of 
God’s Incarnation in Christ, I know it has 
much to do with grace to sinners, and divine 
condescension, and, above all, love. And I 
have come to believe, by faith, that the Lord’s 
appointment of broken folk to advance his  
Gospel is, itself, a perfect choice, even, in some 

sense, the only choice that could be made by 
a perfect God. In the words of the late song 
writer Leonard Cohen, “Ring the bells that 
still ring, forget your perfect offering; there’s 
a crack, a crack in everything; that’s how the 
light gets in.”  (“Anthem”) 
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“The Lord’s appointment of 
broken folk to advance his 
Gospel is, itself, a perfect 
choice”
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Dr. William Barcley

reFormeD
WorshIp(4)

This is the fourth in a series of articles for 
Captive Thoughts on our worship at Sovereign 
Grace.  We have been talking about why and 
how we do what we do in our worship services. 
We are committed to biblical, historic Reformed 
worship. The Reformation, as we have seen, was 
as much about the reform of worship as it was 
about the recovery of the gospel. Sola Scriptura 
and a proper view of God and salvation led to 
a renewed view of worship. Reformed theology 
and Reformed worship must go hand in hand.

Previously, we have looked at the “elements” 
of worship, the basic parts of our worship 
that reflect biblical teaching and practice. We 
have also talked about the “forms” that these 
elements can take. We have seen, for instance, 
that biblical worship must be both reverent and 
joyful. The contemporary term “casual worship” 
is a contradiction in terms. In this article, we 
are going to look more closely at the forms our 
music takes.

To put it differently, why have we not embraced 
the “contemporary music” that has become 
prevalent in churches today, even in the 
PCA? We are not opposed to new music. Our 
Sovereign Grace Songbook is evidence of that. 
We try to choose the best and most fitting of the 
newer hymns to sing in our worship services.

Our main emphasis, however, will continue to 

be on singing Psalms and the great hymns 
of the faith—hymns that have stood the test 
of time and are part of what can be called 
our “sacred music tradition.” There are 
many reasons why we do this. We are not 
just committed to “tradition for tradition’s 
sake.” One reason is that we believe the 
singing of rich hymns set to a fitting tune (or 
tunes) that has come to be identified with 
that hymn is the best way to unify Christ’s 
church. My experiences of worshipping 
in China and Africa confirmed for me the 
unifying power of the church’s sacred music 
tradition. Those churches did not feel the 
need to “modernize” or “contextualize”, but 
sang hymns with “traditional” tunes that 
enabled me to worship with my African and 
Chinese brothers and sisters (even though 
I was singing in a different language). That 
was a powerful experience for me.   

A second reason is that the church over time 
has pulled together the hymns that best 
express reverent, joyful worship. As we will see 
below, the majority of contemporary hymns/
songs reflect pop culture and are not well-
suited for the worship of the holy God. I do 
believe many of the hymns written today will 
become part of the church’s sacred tradition 
in the years to come, even though (as has 
always been the case) it will be a very small 
percentage of those hymns.

Furthermore, does the music fit the lyrics? The 
RUF tunes that we have used in worship have 
been tunes that we felt were appropriate in 
expressing the message of the words, as well 
as being easier to sing than the tunes in the 
Trinity Hymnal. Yet, if a tune is strong, fitting, 
and good for congregational singing, why 
would we need a new one, especially when 
certain hymns sung to certain tunes bind the 
church together over centuries, generations 
and cultures?

Furthermore, one of the important lessons of 
history is that form is not neutral. As Marshall 
McLuhan put it, “the medium is the message.” 
Many tunes today are an expression of “pop 
culture,” which Ken Myers describes as being 
“upbeat and informal.” To put it differently, 
it takes on the quality of consumer-driven 
entertainment, rather than focusing on God as 
the consumer in our worship.

Indelible Grace music started by attempting to 
put hymns into a musical context for college 
students on a college campus. There is nothing 
wrong with that. The problem, however, is 
when churches begin to adopt this approach in 
their ministry and worship.  

In his book, The Juvenilization of American 
Christianity, Thomas Bergler describes how 
the methods of Youth for Christ in the 1940’s 
became the ministry philosophy of the much 
of Christianity in the 1970’s and beyond. The 
original goal of Youth for Christ—to reach 
teenagers for Christ in war-torn age when the 
world was teetering on the edge—was noble. 
But as Bergler clearly shows, the result has 
been a juvenilized church, more driven by 
feeling, emotion and individual expression 
than the Word of God.

T. David Gordon has pointed out that this 
generation of believers is the first generation 
to demand its own music in worship. Yet this is 
due, at least in part, to the churches fostering 
a consumer-driven mindset. Thankfully, many 
“millennials” are beginning to see the short-
comings of pop-oriented worship that draws 
its forms from the entertainment industry. 
They are being drawn to churches that do not 
“target” a particular demographic. And they 
find joy in singing hymns that all saints can sing 
together. The church’s “sacred music tradition” 
does not belong to any one age, culture or 
demographic. It is everybody’s music, because 
it is nobody’s music.

“The goal for the church’s 
sacred music should not be 
newness, but aptness”

In the PCA, the primary alternative to the 
church’s sacred music tradition is the RUF or 
Indelible Grace hymns. RUF hymns use the lyrics 
of great hymns put to contemporary music. The 
goal in one sense is laudable, and it comes out 
of ministry to college students. As stated on 
their website, “Our hope is to be a voice calling 
our generation back to something rich and solid 
and beyond the fluff and the trendy.” The desire 
to put great hymns to music that people can 
sing is a wonderful endeavor. In fact, I personally 
like many of the RUF tunes and we use a handful 
of them in our worship services.  

However, one key statement on their website is 
troublesome: “Our hope is to help the church 
recover the tradition of putting old hymns to 
new music for each generation, and to enrich 
our worship with a huge view of God and His 
indelible grace.” I personally am not aware of 
the church tradition of putting old hymns to 
new music for each generation. But even if this 
tradition existed at some point in the history 
of the church, consider what this would mean. 
Were this to actually happen, it would mean 
that in every generation, churches would be 
learning new hymn tunes, even if the previous 
ones were good. The result would be to divide 
the previous generation that has learned the 
previous tune from the new generation that 
learns a new tune. As we enter the Christmas 
season, just imagine the worship chaos and 
angst that would emerge if the tunes to our 
favorite Christmas hymns were changed and 
new tunes were imposed on a congregation.

The goal for the church’s sacred music should 
not be newness, but aptness. Is this tune 

appropriate, both for worship and for the words 
of the hymn? Regarding music in worship, John 
Calvin wrote, “Care must always be taken that 
the song be neither light nor frivolous, but that 
it have weight and majesty, and also there is 
a great difference between music which one 
makes to entertain men at the table in their 
houses and the Psalms which are sung in the 
Church in the presence of God and his angels.” 
Calvin importantly recognized the difference 
between music that entertains and music fitting 
for the worship of a holy God.



George Matheson (pictured) was born in 
Scotland in 1842. He was a top-notch student 
who graduated from Glasgow University with first 
class honors in Classics, Logic, and Philosophy. 
He was 19 years old when he completed his 
university degree. These were good days, and 
he became engaged to a young woman at the 
university. His circumstances, however, were 
to change dramatically and quickly: Matheson 
found out that he was going blind, and by the age 
of 20 he was totally blind. He told his fiancé that 
he was losing his sight, and her cold response 
was, “I don’t want to be the wife of a blind man.” 
Consequently, she called off the engagement. 
This was a bitter disappointment to Matheson.

George Matheson soldiered on despite the 
bitter times. He sensed a call to the ministry, and 
pastored for 18 years in the town of Innellan. 
He was later called to serve as pastor of St. 
Barnard’s Parish Church in Edinburgh. He often 
preached to a crowd of a thousand people.

When Matheson was 40 years old he went into 
a great period of heart-break and sadness. The 
catalyst for the despair was his sister’s wedding. 
In his own words, he said, “I was alone in the 
manse at that time. It was the night of my sister’s 
marriage . . . Something happened to me, which 
was known only to myself, and which caused me 
the most severe mental suffering.” He fell into 
deep grief over the loss of his fiancé from many 

“There is something mysterious, awe-creating 
and super-human about Rutherford’s letters . . . 
What a wealth of spiritual ravishment we have 
here. Samuel Rutherford is beyond all the praise 
of men - like a strong winged eagle he soars into 
the highest heaven and with unblemished eye he 
looks into the mystery of love divine. When I am 
dead and gone let the world know that Spurgeon 
held Rutherford’s letters to be the nearest thing 
to inspiration which can be found in all the 
writings of mere men”.  C. H. Spurgeon

years before. Matheson responded to his despair 
by writing a hymn, as he said, “My hymn was 
composed in the manse of Innellan on the evening 
of the 6th of June, 1882, when I was 40 years of 
age.” The hymn, “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me 
Go,” speaks not of the fickle love of mankind, but 
rather about the love of God that is everlasting. 
The first stanza of the hymn is memorable:

O Love that will not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in thee;
I give thee back the life I owe,
That in thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.          (Trinity Hymnal #708)

Matheson said of the writing of this hymn, 
“I am quite sure that the whole work was 
completed in five minutes and equally sure that 
it never received at my hands any retouching or 
correction. I have no natural gift of rhythm. All the 
other verses I have ever written are manufactured 
articles; this came as a dayspring on high.”

This wonderful hymn reminds God’s people that 
his love is not a fair-weather one, nor does it 
wax and wane. As God tells his people through 
the prophet Jeremiah, “I have loved you with an 
everlasting love; therefore I have continued my 
faithfulness to you” (31:3). So, let us do as the 
prophet commands, “Give thanks to the LORD 
of hosts, for the LORD is good, for his steadfast 
love endures forever!” (33:11).
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Hannah Gadsby is an Australian comic who is 
receiving a lot of attention for a speech she 
recently made at an awards show. Hannah is 
also a radical feminist who dresses like a man. 

Hannah and I would profoundly disagree about 
many important things, I am sure. But - no 
doubt without intending to do so - she said 
some things in her speech which are perfectly 
in line with the Christian tradition. Regarding 
the tendency of “good” men to “mansplain” 
the mistreatment of women, Hannah said, “I 
want to speak about the very big problem I 
have with the good men, especially the good 
men who take it upon themselves to talk about 
the bad men . . . My issue is that when good 
men talk about bad men they always ignore 
the line in the sand --the line in the sand that 
is inevitably drawn whenever a good man talks 
about bad men. ‘I am a good man, here is the 
line, there are all the bad men.’”

Gadsby explained that when these supposed 
“good” men are in charge of drawing the line 
by their own subjective judgment, women are 
often the ones who suffer:  

“We need to talk about how men will draw 
a different line for every different occasion. 
They have a line for the locker room, a line for 
when their wives, mothers, sisters, daughters 
are watching, another line for when they’re 

drunk and fratting, another line for non-
disclosure, a line for friends and a line for foes… 
You know why we need to talk about this line 
between good men and bad men? Because it’s 
only good men who get to draw that line. And 
guess what? All men believe they are good.”

Gadsby is no friend of our faith, so it is significant 
that she can’t help but affirm the truth of the 
human tendency towards self-deception when 
it comes to sin, a truth clearly declared in 1 
John 1:8:  “If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” 

Revealingly, Gadsby’s solution to this is not to 
turn to a divine standard but to give women 
the right to infallibly determine where “the line 
in the sand” is at any given moment. Surely, 
now, she’s the one being too optimistic about 
human nature! One of the fundamental errors 
of radical feminism is that it forgot that both 
our first parents ate the forbidden fruit.  

So how do we determine where that line in the 
sand is, if all people have corrupted judgment?  
The Christian answer is: “We don’t determine 
where it is. God determines where it is in the 
revelation of his moral will.” 

The Ten Commandments are a summary of 
that divine will, and they are nowhere better 
explicated than the Westminster Larger

Catechism’s superb treatment of the Law of 
God in Questions 102-148 (see the website 
listed at the bottom of this article). 

Every Christian should study the law of God, 
and every Reformed believer should be deeply 
familiar with this section from the Larger 
Catechism, written by an extraordinary group of 
ministers and scholars in the 17th century. The 
moral counsel from this part of our confessional 
heritage far exceeds the typical content of 
college ethics courses. While it is not scripture 
and therefore not infallible, it is deeply rooted 
in the Word of God and, in my experience, hard 
to argue against on almost all points.  

Basing human ethics on the Ten Commandments 
has both narrow and broad aspects to it. It 
is narrow in that it is only ten commands. 
It is not a hundred commands, and it is not a 
thousand. It is ten. What is not commanded 
by the Ten Commandments is left to prudence 
and the general ethical framework of the Bible 
(including, most crucially, the injunctions to 
radically love God and neighbor – for all the law 
and the prophets hang on these). 

But the law is also broad, for as our Lord Jesus 
taught us in the Sermon on the Mount, the law 
is not just concerned with outward actions, 
but with all things related to the subject and 
with the secret thoughts and intentions of 
the heart. As the Catechism says about each 
of the commandments: “it is spiritual, and so 
reacheth the understanding, will, affections, 
and all other powers of the soul; as well as 
words, works, and gestures.” Moreover, “…where 
a duty is commanded, the contrary sin is 
forbidden; and, where a sin is forbidden, the 
contrary duty is commanded.” (WLC, Q 99) The 
answers in this section of the Catechism are 
broad and deep, with an amazing particularity.  
Did you know, for instance, that revering the 
name of God, as the third commandment 
requires, includes how we positively use the 
name of God in our thoughts, meditations, 
words, and writings? (WLC 112)  Or, regarding 
the fourth commandment, did you know that 
heads of households have a higher burden 
on them to make sure the Lord’s Day is being 
kept because other people are depending on 
them? (WLC 118)  Did you know that Sundays 
can be profaned by idleness (which is different 
than resting)? (WLC 119)  Regarding the 
5th commandment to honor our father and 
mother,  do you know that those in positions of 
authority over us (“superiors”) are often “styled 
Father and Mother” (that is, considered to be 

similar to parents in their roles as teachers, 
elders, governors, employers, etc) because this 
leads them “in all duties toward their inferiors, 
like natural parents, to express love and 
tenderness to them, according to their several 
relations; and to work (i.e., lead) inferiors 
to a greater willingness and cheerfulness in 
performing their duties to their superiors, as to 
their parents.” (WLC 125).  

And while there are parts of the Catechism’s 
treatment of the seventh commandment 
against adultery (and all other forms of sexual 
sin) which Hannah Gadsby would not accept, 
she could not in fact ask for a better behavior 
rule than this: “The duties required in the 
seventh commandment are, chastity in body, 
mind, affections, words, and behavior; and 
the preservation of it in ourselves and others; 
watchfulness over the eyes and all the senses; 
temperance, keeping of chaste company, 
modesty in apparel; marriage by those that 
have not the gift of continency, conjugal love, 
and cohabitation; diligent labor in our callings; 
shunning all occasions of uncleanness, and 
resisting temptations thereunto” (WLC 138). 

The law of God is immanently practical.  I know 
multiple Christian businessmen who refuse to 
follow the common practice of withholding 
payments owed to vendors to the last possible 
moment.  Instead, they have taken the counsel 
of the Catechism in its teaching that the eighth 
commandment against theft includes such 
duties as “truth, faithfulness, and justice in 
contracts and commerce between man and 
man; rendering to every one his due… and 
an endeavor, by all just and lawful means, to 
procure, preserve, and further the wealth and 
outward estate of others, as well as our own.” 
(WLC 141; and see Proverbs 3:27-28 for a spot-
on proof text). 

Enormous suffering can be avoided by a 
scrupulous following of the law of God as it 
is declared to us in the Ten Commandments.  
For instance, the sins forbidden in the eighth 
commandment include both “man-stealing and 
receiving anything that is stolen” (WLC 142). 
Simply keeping that one commandment in this 
way would have prevented the particular form 
of slavery which has so deeply scarred all of 
American history. 

In the end, you see, there is no “line in the 
sand.” There are lines carved in stone by 
God, unchanging and reflecting his own holy, 
gracious nature. Study them at opc.org/lc
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THE PICTURE

David, as a shepherd, knew all about sheep. 
He knew how sorely sheep need a shepherd 
due to the fact they are wayward, defenceless, 
and helpless. And doubtless, as David likened 
himself to a sheep in Psalm 23, he knew all too 
well how he shared these same three traits! And 
isn’t it true of us? We are wayward – “Prone to 
wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I 
love”. We are defenceless – like a sheep without 
camouflage or teeth or horns or strength 
or speed or cunning, we need someone to 
defend us from Satan, temptations, and our 
own corruption. We are helpless – like a sheep 
who needs a shepherd to protect him from 
poisonous plants or predators or getting lost, 
who needs a shepherd to lead him to water and 
shorn his fleece and bind his wounds, we can do 
nothing without our God. We need a shepherd! 
Where are we headed in life without a shepherd 
to lead us? How can we face tomorrow without 
knowing God is with us? How can we not be a 
mass of fears without knowing He is there to 
care for and protect us?   

So David exclaims, “The Lord is my shepherd; 
I shall not lack” (Psalm 23:1). This is such an 
intimate profession: he says “Yahweh is my 
shepherd” (Yahweh is God’s special covenant 
name rather than a title); he says “Yahweh is my 
shepherd” (not “the” or “a” shepherd); and he 

says “Yahweh is my shepherd” (not a fortress 
or a king, but a shepherd who is invested in the 
daily needs of each of his sheep).   

And Jesus Christ – who is the shepherd – is 
constantly doing for his sheep. Psalm 23 is 
riddled with verbs: “He makes me lie down (2) 
. . . He leads (2) . . . He restores my soul (3) . . . 
He leads (3) . . . He is with me (4) . . . He comforts 
me (4) . . . He prepares a table (5) . . . He anoints 
(5).” Jesus is constantly doing for His sheep. The 
Christian walk is not so much about what we do 
for Jesus, but rather basking in what Jesus has 
done, is doing, and will do for us.

Notice, in particular, Jesus leads us (2, 3). He 
leads us to “green pastures” and “still waters” 
and “right paths”. How does he lead us? He leads 
us by His Word (which is a lamp to our feet and a 
light to our path). He also leads us providentially 
– opening and closing doors, and even placing 
under-shepherds (elders) to be examples and 
counsellors. He leads us so much so that our lives 
are like tapestries where He weaves the fabric 
of our experiences to create the most beautiful 
picture. We may not know where He will lead us, 
and sometimes we wonder “Why has He led me 
here?” but we know He leads us on the “right 
paths”, even when the right paths are the valleys 
of verse four. And wherever He leads us He, like 
Middle-Eastern shepherds, goes with and before 
His sheep. He doesn’t expect us to go where He 

rev. rob Dykes
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   n March 12-14, 2019, Greenville Seminary will 
celebrate our unmerited favor with God & remind believers 
of the historical drama behind the doctrines of grace, 
particularly at the Synod of Dort. Reformed preachers & 
teachers from around the world will deliver five sermons 
handling each of the five doctrines of grace as well as four 
stimulating lectures on the historical background & modern 
pastoral application of these doctrines.
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hasn’t first been Himself – not even into death. 
What a wonderful God who “will tend His flock 
like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs in His 
arms; He will carry them in His bosom and gently 
lead those that are with young” (Isaiah 40:11). 
Jesus came and found me when I was lost, He 
bound my wounds and carried me home on His 
shoulders. And I can’t help but think, “But I’m 
a wayward, rebellious sheep”. Yes, but He is a 
gracious, loving and longsuffering shepherd. 

THE PERSEVERANCE

It is easy to believe “Yahweh is my shepherd” 
when laying on green grass beside still waters. 
It is easy to sing “Yahweh is my shepherd” 
when the sun is shining and all is pleasant in 
our lives. But what about when the wind is 
howling and the black clouds close in? What 
about when we eek through stony valleys? 
When our hearts ache? When we receive that 
diagnosis or bitter disappointment? When we 
fear the unknown? When we feel afar off from 
God and perhaps wander from Him for days or 
weeks? What about when I sin so grievously? 
Is He my shepherd then? Is this just a fair-
weather doctrine for when all is well? 

Yahweh is not just our shepherd in verses 1-3 
when we feel like we are on the right paths, 
but also in verses 4-6. David testifies Yahweh 
is his shepherd even in the “valley of deep 
darkness” (4). Now David had countless pitch-
black valleys: times when he was slandered, 
hounded and betrayed. Times when he lived in 
a foreign land, when his future was unknown, 
and when life didn’t turn out as expected. David 
suffered the death of some of his children. He 
had unbelieving children. He committed horrific 
sin, was dogged by deep guilt, and for seasons 
wandered away from God. He endured the 
horrors of war, sickness, and had to face his own 
death. But even still he testifies that Christ is his 
shepherd even in the valleys of deep darkness.

How so? “For you are with me”. Not just “For He 
is with me” (four times in verses 1-3), but “You 
are with me” (five times in verses 4-5). David 
has turned from addressing us to addressing 
God, to speaking to God rather than speaking 
about God. David is testifying to his experience 
before an omniscient God who knows his every 
thought. He says, “For you are with me” It could 
be translated “For you are ever with me”. You 
are “ever with me” in the good times and the 
bad, the happy times and the sad. And that is 
what makes it bearable . . . you are with me. 
Christ’s presence is sufficient. 

But Christ is with His sheep not just in the 
green pastures, and not just in the valleys of 
deep darkness, but “even in presence of my 
enemies” (5). In fact, He is with me “all the 
days of my life” (6). David says “Surely Only 
goodness & mercy shall follow pursue [the 
word used for the Egyptians hunting Israel 
after the exodus] me all the days of my life”. 
When my wife and I visited Scotland in 2016, 
she marvelled at two sheepdogs on a hill. They 

didn’t just follow the sheep; they were on 
their heels, repeatedly back and forth, intent 
and assertive and determined and focused. 
“Goodness” and “Mercy” (which could be 
translated “covenant love”) are God’s two 
sheepdogs. They are always on our heels! 
David said, “If I ascend to heaven, you are 
there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 
If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in 
the uttermost parts of the sea, even there your 
hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall 
hold me” (Psalm 139:8-10). Christianity is less 
about us pursuing God and more about God, in 
goodness and covenant love, pursuing us.

But Jesus not only is with us in the green 
pastures, valleys of deep darkness, in the 
presence of our enemies, and all the days of 

“Christianity is less about 
us pursuing God and more 
about God, in goodness and 
covenant love, pursuing us”

“What shepherd takes his 
dirty, wayward, wounded 
sheep into his living room to 
sit on his finest furniture?”

our lives, but even for all eternity! He says “I 
shall dwell in the house of The LORD forever” 
(6). An ordinary shepherd may herd his roaming 

sheep into a croft, but what shepherd takes 
his sheep into his home? What shepherd takes 
his dirty, wayward, wounded sheep into his 
living room to sit on his finest furniture? Jesus 
takes us into His house! The final destination 

is not the green pastures or still waters or 
valleys or presence of enemies, but rather 
His own dining room  - with Him, where He is, 
forever. Jesus doesn’t leave us outside in the 
rain. He doesn’t leave us in the valley (we walk

“through” the valley), Jesus takes us into His 
own home for us to dwell with Him forever. 

Christian, when you are in the valley, when 
you are beleaguered by disappointments, 
toils and snares, when you are before your 
enemies (as we are surrounded by those who 
hate Christ as the dying embers of Christianity 
in America disappear), in fact every day, 
even for eternity itself, Christ is always your 
shepherd, He is ever with you, and only 
goodness and mercy shall pursue you all 
the days of your life . . . and even beyond. 
Psalm 23 is about the faithfulness, tenacity, 
persistence, doggedness, and permanence of 
Jesus Christ’s shepherd care. 

HOW DO I KNOW YOU ARE EVER WITH ME?

Because Jesus said so. He said that unlike 
the hired hand who leaves the sheep and 
flees because he cares nothing for the sheep 
(John 10:10-13), He is the Good Shepherd 
who knows and cares for His sheep, so much 
so that He “lays down His life for the sheep” 
(John 10:11, 15, 17, 18). So in Psalm 22 – 
probably on the same spread of your Bible as 
Psalm 23 – we have the account of the Good 
Shepherd laying down His life for the sheep. 
The shepherd took the place of His sheep and 
Himself became a lamb led to the slaughter 
(Isaiah 53:7). So Jesus was forsaken and 
crucified. Why? So that we would never be 
forsaken. Psalm 22 happened so that Psalm 
23 would be true and trustworthy. 

What shepherd would lay down his life 
for stupid, rebellious sheep? The infinitely 
Good Shepherd. And we must let this sink 
deep, deep, deep down. We must know it, 
feel it, and live it. We must know it in our 
heartbreaks, and our deepest valleys, when 
the lions show their teeth, and when we don’t 
know what lies ahead. Christian, if Jesus loves 
you so much He gave His life for you, when will 
He leave you? When Satan comes knocking? 
When you let Jesus down? When you feel bad 
about yourself? When? “Only goodness and 
mercy shall pursue me all the days of my life” 
because Jesus loved me & gave Himself for 
me. Other people may forsake you, you may 
forsake other people, and worst of all you 
may forsake Christ, yet He is still your Good 
Shepherd! He’s faithful even when you are 
faithless. He comes after you even when you 
wander. He holds onto your hand even when 
you let go of His. He is the Good Shepherd 
who lay down His life for His sheep.



god doesn’t love us because 
of our worth,

we are of worth because 
god loves us.

martin Luther



KARTING

As well as the Young Adult Ladies Evening on 
October 13, the Young Adult Men (and Bill Cooper 
and Joe Ballou) also ventured out. Ten men went 
to K1 Speed Karting in Concord on November 15. 
There was definitely some brash and exuberant 
driving (thanks in particular to Ruling Elder Bill 
Cooper). Congratulations to Douglas Parker who 
managed to haul every bit of his 140 pounds 
over the finish line first (top right).  

WEDDING AND BABIES

Following on the heels of several summer 
weddings, MariaJose Lopez married her husband 
Alfredo Perez in Central America. Alfredo is 
settling well at Sovereign Grace and we are 
thankful for his presence. 

Baby fever continues at Sovereign Grace.  
Congratulations to Chris and Sarah Diebold 
on the birth of their son. Congratulations also 
to  Andrew and Emily Sides on the birth of 
Michael, John and Mary Stewart Burnett on 
the birth of Thomas, Jon and Brittany Drye on 
the birth of Thomas,  and Rob and Ashley Dykes 
on the birth of Gwyneth. We look forward to 
another four babies in the coming months.
 

MEN’S RETREAT

Sovereign Grace’s busy Fall season began with 
the Men’s Retreat at Bonclarken Conference 
Center in the mountains of Asheville NC, on 
September 27 and 28. Around 30 men (pictured 
below) gathered for fellowship and teaching 
from Dr. Rev. Gabriel Fluhrer, who taught four 
tremendous sessions on Union with Christ.

REFORMATION CONFERENCE

The first annual Sovereign Grace Reformation 
Conference on October 26-28 was a success! 
The conference was entitled “The Need for 
Reformation: Then and Now”. There were 
lectures from Kevin DeYoung and William 
Barcley, and three lectures and a sermon by 
Carl Trueman (pictured on the next page). The 
lectures are available to listen to on our website, 
and you can listen to them for free by visiting 
sovereigngrace.org/conference-recordings  

VISITORS AND OFFICER TRAINING

Many visitors have frequented Sovereign 
Grace this Summer and Fall. We were excited 
to receive over 30 people at the most recent 
enquirers class, with many of the 30 pressing on 
towards membership. 

Six men are now training for the diaconate, 
including Eddie Barrett, Jon Drye, Greg Bajan, 
Peter Herran, Brian Brown, and Brian Wilson. 
Please pray for these men as they study for this 
very important calling. 

SCOTTISH FELLOWSHIP EVENING

November 17 saw our Second Annual Scottish 
Fellowship Evening, where 110 people gathered 
for Scottish dancing (pictured over the page), 
food, singing, music, and games. Thank you to 
Mary Wilson, Tim Beaty, Herma DeBoer, Joe and 
Alice Parker, the Smoak family, and everyone else 
who helped make the evening so memorable. A 
special thank you to Peter Wilson who did the 
majority of the behind the scenes work.   
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As the parent of a child who cannot yet read, I 
find myself with the dilemma of having my son 
in worship, but not really knowing how much 
participation to expect from him in a worship 
service. I considered trying to teach him some 
of my favorite hymns but quickly realized that 
even if it is one that we sing on a regular basis, 
it still would probably be no more than once a 
month that he would have the opportunity to 
sing in worship. 

There are, however, two hymns that we sing 
on a weekly basis that are also foundational to 
who we are as worshipers of the triune God: the 
Doxology and the Gloria Patri. I decided that the 
Doxology would be a great hymn for James to 
learn as it is short, we sing it nearly every week, 
it can be explained in a way that a five-year-old 
can understand, and it offers praise to our triune 
God (the same goes for the Apostles Creed). 

The “Doxology” was penned by Anglican Bishop 
and hymnodist Thomas Ken. Ken wrote hymns 
for the students at Winchester College to sing 
throughout the day. Two of these hymns ended 
with what we now refer to as the Doxology. 

When we sing the Doxology, first we recognize 
that God is the source of all blessings. As a 
spring is the source of the fresh water that we 
enjoy from it, so all blessings that we receive 
have their origin in God almighty. 

Second, we command that all creatures are 
to praise God. God is intrinsically glorious. He 
need not do anything for us to praise Him, He is 
worthy of praise simply for who He is. However, 
God has graciously blessed us with all good 
things, not least of all the giving of His Son for 
His people. All creatures here below and in the 
heavens are commanded to praise God.

Finally, the God of the Bible is triune. We 
worship the one God who has revealed Himself 
as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Trinity is not 
just something that is added on to Christianity, 
but is integral to who God is. We finish the 
hymn with an affirmation of its truthfulness. 
The “amen” is not just an extra that can be 
disregarded, but is a solemn declaration to the 
truthfulness of what we have just proclaimed. 
God is the source of all blessings, He is to be 

praised by all of creation whether on earth or 
in heaven, and God has revealed Himself as 
the blessed Trinity. This hymn must not just be 
something that we unthinkingly mumble after 
the offering, but a declaration of praise to our 
God for all time. I can think of no better first 
hymn for a young child to learn!

ChILDreN 
IN WorshIp

“God is the source of all 
blessings, He is to be praised 
by all of creation”

Donald stager

BIBLE STUDIES

The men’s Bible studies will resume in early 
January. There are two men’s Bible studies on 
Friday mornings (one at Café 6100 at 6:30am, 
and one Uptown), and a men’s Bible study 
at Sovereign Grace on Saturday mornings at 
9am, where we will continue studying the 
Gospel of Luke.

The ladies are spoilt for choice with four 
weekly studies on offer! On Monday evenings 
at Sovereign Grace from 7-8:30pm, on 
Thursday mornings in Calvin Hall at 9:45-
11:15am (which will be taught by Dr Currid), 
on Thursday evenings at 7pm at the Nash 
household, and  on Thursday evenings at 7pm 
at Katy Smith’s home.

CELEBRATING THE INCARNATION

December is a busy month at Sovereign Grace 
as we celebrate the incarnation of our Savior. 
The Sunday morning Advent Breakfast and 

Hymn Sing is on December 2, as is the Christmas 
Musical Program in the evening. The Young 
Adult Christmas Party is at the home of Brian 
and Alice Church on the evening of December 
8. The youth will meet for the Youth Christmas 
Party on December 15 at the Cooper’s house.

There will be Christmas Caroling at nearby 
retirement homes on the afternoon of 
December 16. We encourage you to join us as 
we sing carols to the elderly at what is a lonely 
time of year for many. 

Please consider inviting neighbors, friends and 
family to the Christmas Eve Service at Sovereign 
Grace. 

FURTHER AHEAD

Consider saving the dates in your diary for 
the 2019 Missions Conference on March 1-3, 
when we will hear updates from many of our  
longstanding missionaries whom we support. 
Our guest speaker will be Rev. Dr Ligon Duncan.

The Women’s Retreat at Bethelwoods will be 
held on March 29-30.  
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The following question was posed in part 
one of this series; Why do we use music (and 
specifically, singing) in the worship of our 
God? We established that God seeks ‘true 
worshipers’ to worship Him in spirit and truth, 
but what does that look like? And what should 
be included in that worship? To answer that 
question we turn to Scripture, where we see 
that God has indeed given his people direction 
on how to worship him. A full discussion of the 
Regulative Principle of worship is beyond the 
scope of this article, but if you will allow this 
reduced version, let us just say that we worship 
God in the way that He commands, without 
adding anything of our own imagination. We 

let Scripture guide us as to what should be 
included in worship. 

And when we look at Scripture, we see that 
music (and singing) is found everywhere, but 
especially when the people of God meet to 
worship Him! Did you know that the command 
to sing is one of the most frequent commands 
found in Scripture? One scholar said this 

about the command to sing, “No command 
is more frequently and emphatically imposed 
upon God’s people in the Old Testament than 
is the duty of singing praise to God. In the New 
Testament these commands are renewed and 
made emphatic.”

Throughout scripture, the repeated picture 
we see is of God’s people singing to Him in 
their worship of Him. Don’t take my word 
for it. After all, our Bible includes an entire 
book which is made up completely of songs 
to be sung. The Psalms, inspired by God, were 
written for His people to sing. By the way, 
as our pastors have been preaching through 
the Psalms, have you noticed how many of 
them begin, “To the choirmaster.” I hope I’m 
not the only one paying attention, though. 
These portions of Scripture were meant to be 
sung by all of God’s people! I’m so glad our 
congregation sings the Psalms every week 
during worship. It is one of the great gifts 
God has given His people, a divinely inspired 
songbook! 

Now that we understand that God wants us to 
worship Him in the way He has designed, by 
using singing and music in our worship, we will 
turn our attention to the purposes of song in 
worship, namely its use as praise, prayer and/
or proclamation. Next issue! Till then . . . keep 
singing!
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pray for our missionaries

What a joy to be able to share with you the details 
of my Mission Trip to Guyana, South America. 
As the wheels of our plane lifted off the runway 
in Charlotte, we knew our adventure had just 
begun! Traveling the entire day, the three of us 
- myself, Beth Puckett and Carolyn Morehouse, 
we arrived safely in Georgetown, Guyana that 
night. Met with rain and slippery airplane steps 
we headed for the long immigration line. None 
of this mattered. We were tired but excited 
about the days ahead.

The next week was filled with many adventures. 
Imagine being allowed into a Hindu Orphanage to 
tell 40-50 precious children about Jesus through 
the use of puppets! How they laughed as we hid 
God’s Word in their hearts and minds. 

On Thursday morning we left early for the New 
Amsterdam Women’s Prison. As we entered the 
gates and went through security, I prayed that 
the words that I spoke that day would be from 
God. After sharing my testimony, the gospel of 
salvation and hope to 50-60 women, many gave 
their hearts to Christ. Lives were changed as 
they heard that the thread and sustainer of life 
is Jesus. Only He offers salvation from our sins. 
True peace, joy and comfort come only from Him.

On Friday morning we traveled to the Men’s 
Prison in New Amsterdam. A room was packed 
with about 140 people who were present for the 

dedication of the new chapel. What a thrill to be 
able to tell my God-ordained story! Over lunches 
we had prepared the afternoon before, many of 
these prisoners shared their trials and struggles, 
and asked for prayer. In Guyana a person remains 
jailed until his or her trial. That can sometimes 
take years, even for the innocent.

Many of our afternoons were spent traveling 
to churches and neighborhoods to share Christ 
through singing, Scripture, and our puppet ministry. 
How the children loved to hear about Jesus!

Saturday morning was spent at the Mahaica Girls 
Home. Filled with girls of all ages, we sang, did a 
puppet show, listened to memory verses, and 
talked with them. Two girls shared their lives with 
me. It was difficult for them especially since the 
next day was Mother’s Day. They will remain in 
my heart and prayers, as I remember their sorrow. 
On Saturday afternoon after a bit of sightseeing, 
we drove miles and miles in the rain to Swan Elim 
Church to do a puppet show for the neighborhood 
children. I can still hear the laughter that filled 
the room as we told them how Joshua fought the 
battle of Jericho. On our way home we were in 
a car accident. Thankfully nobody was hurt. The 
driver was very drunk. Through this experience 
and the prayers of his wife, he has given his life to 
Christ. She had been praying for him for 20 years.

After church on Sunday, we spent over 11 hours

training a group of teachers on how to use 
puppets in their ministry. We left some puppets 
and costumes with them to use in their work. 
Late in the afternoon we headed to Hararuni Girls 
Home for the rest of the day. What a joy to wrap 
up our time in Guyana with these sweet children. 
Scripture memory, singing, a puppet show and 
sharing, filled our time. We also played bingo and 
left the games behind for them to enjoy.

When our flight took off from Guyana, early 
Monday morning, the three of us commented 
about what the Lord had allowed us to be a 
part of in this beautiful country filled with lotus 
blossoms and flying Hindu flags. Hot, tired, and 
covered with mosquito bites, we left with hearts 
filled with joy that the Lord would use even us! 
Lives had been impacted forever, including ours.

Steve and Beth Puckett began International 
Celebration 12 years ago in Guyana. Their goal is 
to bring the Word of God to all 800,000 people! 
For years I have been a part of this ministry. To 
date, over 385 libraries have been built in the 
villages and prisons where the gospel has been 
shared. Each library is filled with 500 Christian 
and children’s books. Many who wish to be a 
part of this ministry have donated these books 
and clothes. The need is great. In 2019 the 
desire is to develop three new Bible Schools in 
the prisons, to train the prisoners to serve in 
their communities after their release. Please 
pray that this will be achieved. 

Our Lord has challenged all of us to “Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel“. What is your 
goal? Are you willing to pour yourself out as a 
drink offering for Him? Maybe you, too, are being 
called to be a part of this exciting ministry.
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Don’t you just love a great story filled with 
remarkable heroes, dastardly villains, the 
triumph of good over evil, and a happy – if 
predictable – ending? Stories ripe with moral 
lessons such as “No matter what happens, 
just do the right thing and try your best, and 
things will turn out for you just as they did for 
_________.” (Fill in the blank with your favorite 
hero: Frodo perhaps?)

The Larsen story isn’t like that; it’s a story that 
teaches the toughest truths of the Christian life. 
Ugly in many ways, littered with sin, years of 
hardship, let downs, terrible sadness, debilitating 
decisions, unimaginable loss, emotional and 
physical pain, and . . . and. . . and yet . . . it is a 
beautiful, wonderful, sweeping epic of God’s 
grace to wretched sinners.
 
Jayneen and Steve once lived care-free, fun-
loving lives marked by that black–hearted 
trinity of worldliness: Sex, Drugs, and Rock and 
Roll. Though the relationship was conceived in 
sin, God brought forth new creations in Christ. 
Brief backstories…

Steve: born to Christian parents, piano lessons 
starting age six, destined to be a minister of 
music and performer in the California mega 
church scene.  Married and divorced by 25 (with 
two sons from that union). Left church for a 
prolonged backslide, during which he managed

auto parts stores and was involved in various 
criminal activities.

Jayneen: born to a non-Christian mother; never 
knew her father. Musician (trumpet and French 
horn), athlete (softball, soccer, basketball), 
passed on opportunity to join military band in 
favor of working at McDonalds and partying. 
Also managed an auto parts store.

Our paths crossed frequently for several years 
by phone in the auto parts world, and eventually 
joined in an unholy union. Prior to marrying 
outside of the church, we lived together in a 
partying lifestyle, going to rock concerts, and 
watching football all day on Sunday.

But God had other plans.

Jayneen’s Christian sister and brother-in-law, 
Dina and Dean Tilton, had recently discovered 
the Reformed faith. They knew that Steve had 
grown up in the church, and, after praying 
about things for several months, had a sense 
that if they could somehow get to him, God 
would trigger repentance in Steve and salvation 
in Jayneen. Praise God; they were right. In 
an incredible display of love and self-sacrifice 
for the sake of the Gospel, Dean and Dina 
approached Steve with an invitation to join 
Tilton Realty in San Marcos, CA. One could say 
that the decision to join that company was the 

greatest, most life changing decision Steve 
ever made, and yet the most tragic and earth 
shattering. But we digress . . .

Through a series of seemingly ironic and 
unrelated circumstances, God used those 
beloved in-laws to drag us (Steve kicking and 
screaming) into Harvest OPC in San Diego 
County, CA. Within a year, Steve repented of his 
long backslide, and Jayneen turned to Christ and 
was baptized. Steve became a church pianist 
once again, began teaching Sunday School, and 
rediscovered a desire for seminary training. 
(This is why we ended up in Charlotte.) 

Jayneen displayed a beautiful servant heart and 
was quick to help everywhere needed. Selfish 
desires were replaced, and our hearts were 
sewn together with new love; Christian love 
for each other, our in-laws, and the Church. 
It is impossible to relive those times without 
trembling and tears for the memories of the 
power of the Gospel. We were two very corrupt 
and sinful people, but God loved and saved us.

We turned from sin, had a beautiful baby boy, 
Elijah Paul, and lived happily ever after. The 
End . . . Um, not quite.

Remember how we used to live care free, fun 
loving lives? Well becoming Christians put an 
end to that! A few years after turning to Christ, 
hardship became our diet. We were torn from 
a beautiful church in San Diego by a move to 
Springfield, MO (an area strongly influenced by 
Pentecostalism and Revivalism - local Christians 
were at times openly hostile to Reformed 
believers, and it was 3½ hours away from a 
Reformed church), distanced from beloved 
family and friends, experienced numerous 
miscarriages, went from riches to rags,  endured 
lengthy periods of separation over a nearly 10 
year span, planted and watched the closure of 
a church, and moved, oh how we’ve moved and 
moved and moved. (Not anymore!)

Clearly the Lord loves us too much to remove 
His hard hand of Providence too soon. We 
had (and have) many lessons to learn, idols to 
break down, and dross to have melted away. 
Three quick examples: a) As hardworking self-
starters unaccustomed to failure, we had to be 
weaned off the idol of self–reliance. b) As a guy 
who used to look askance at unemployed men, 
thinking them lazy or shiftless, Steve had to go 
through some bitter times, and find out what 
it feels like to be on the receiving end of that 
kind of perspective. c) Steve recently has been 

diagnosed with arthritis in his thumbs, which 
makes playing the piano a painful task.

We’ve learned that God loves us, that He’s 
more concerned with our obedience than our 
comfort, and that hardship is for our good. 

In 2012, doors seemingly flung open to take 
us out of Missouri to Matthew, NC. We joined 
Matthews OPC, and Steve began classes at 
RTS under a special program designed for 
old guys who don’t have a college degree. 
On May 19, 2012, we made the move to 
Matthews. On July 4, 2012, the job that got us 
here was gone; Steve was unemployed, and 
we were penniless and in trouble. Lengthy 
unemployment ensued, and Steve had to 
withdraw from RTS.

But God, being rich in mercy and unwilling to 
break bruised reeds, opened a surprising door 
at Sovereign Grace PCA for Steve to become 
the church pianist. The Larsens transferred 
our membership, and immediately the saints 
descended upon us with love and care. God is 
at work at Sovereign Grace, and He has used 
the simple but powerful Means of Grace to 
heal the Larsen family. The communion of the 
saints here exudes God’s love. Care must be 
taken to preserve its beauty and unity.

Jayneen is a rock, a faithful, tireless wife, 
mother, and servant of the church. She is the 
Office Manager at Your Event Source (YES); a 
position she enjoys at a company that treats 
her well. She has a beer app on her phone.

Elijah aspires to be an actor. He’s very good; 
you should check out one of his performances! 
He has plans to attend Winthrop University as 
a Music Theater major. Elijah loves sushi and 
hamburgers.

Steve is a Relationship Case Manager at AXA 
Financial Services in North Charlotte, and pianist 
at Sovereign Grace. He wants to be trained in 
theology and music so that he can write and 
compose hymns for coming generations and 
teach the Bible. Steve enjoys fishing with his 
buddy Tim.

The Larsens love to laugh and are known for 
corny jokes and puns. Our favorite things in life 
are corporate worship, watching Elijah perform, 
hoppy beer, and BBQ.

Now that’s the end, and we are living happily 
ever after, eternally, in fact!
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How were you converted to Christ? 

Jack grew up in a non-Christian home. 
However, in the Providence of God, he 
encountered Christian students and teachers 
in a very small private high school and came 
to know the Lord during this time. At the 
University of Delaware, Jack became involved 
in InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF). 
The discipleship and Christian mentoring 
within IVCF from older students was of great 
benefit, and sparked an interest in World 
Missions. Jack was profoundly affected at 
the Urbana World Missions Conference in 
1984. Eventually, Jack felt God’s call to serve 
Him in Japan for nearly five years. 

As many people may know, the Christian 
population in Japan is miniscule, less than 
one percent. Most Japanese will never meet a 
Christian during their lifetime, and Hitomi had 
never met one either until age 21. At lunch 
time at her new job, one of her co-workers was 
closing her eyes. Thinking she was dozing off, 
Hitomi chided her playfully, but was confused 
when she said she was praying, since there 
were no Buddhist statuary or shrine gods 
nearby. Hitomi was curious about whom she 
could be praying to? Her friend told Hitomi 
that she believes in the “True Living God.” 
Hitomi had never heard of this “Living God”; 
it was her very first time to meet a Christian. 

Without pressure, Hitomi’s coworker showed 
Christ’s love through her manner of living. One 
day, she gave Hitomi a Bible. It was her first 
time to read the Word of God. Hitomi had many 
questions and found herself growing curious 
about God, Jesus, sins, forgiveness, and what 
happens after death. God opened Hitomi’s 
heart little by little as she read the Bible, 
but she still could not believe that Jesus was 
resurrected from death. Hitomi’s experience 
from her own father’s sudden death at age 15 
had convinced her that no one ever returns to 
life. However, one day when she was reading 1 
Corinthians 15:12-20, with grace God removed 
her doubts about Jesus’ resurrection, and she 
felt herself being drawn to follow Him. The Holy 
Spirit helped her see her sin and how much she 
needed His forgiveness. Hitomi confessed her 
rebellious attitude toward Him, and Christ gave 
her special peace which she had never, ever 
experienced before. Attending a small church 
pastored by a German missionary, she was 
baptized 26 years ago.  

Tell us about your family

We met when Jack was serving as a missionary 
in Japan with Mission to The World, and he 
began teaching Conversational English in a 
small church near Hitomi’s hometown. We 
were friends for a few years, and eventually 
felt God calling us to marriage. For Jack this

also meant he was returning home. For Hitomi 
this meant coming to the USA and learning a 
new language and culture. Our son Andy came 
along in time, and now we’ve been married 
22 years. Having been homeschooled, Andy 
is now a high school senior, applying to study 
Graphic Design at university next year. Being 
missions minded, we hosted international 
students in Delaware, and Jack chairs the 
Sovereign Grace Missions Committee. As 
we pray for direction for future steps in our 
journey together, we hope to be used by God 
in some small way in the US or overseas. 

What brought you to Charlotte?

We first lived for nine years in Delaware, Jack’s 
home state. In 2005, we were looking for a 
more family-oriented place to raise a family 
with more agreeable weather, and desired 
to move to a new city in the South. Jack’s 
employer has an office in Charlotte, so we 
visited Charlotte and loved it from the start. 

Why did you choose Sovereign Grace? 

Upon visiting SGPC during our scouting visit 
to Charlotte, we discovered there was a 
PCA church in town with this name and we 
thought, “we have to visit a congregation 
with such a Reformed name as this!” The 
church was much smaller then, and we were 
attracted to the warm and close fellowship of 
the people and the style of worship. While 
back in Delaware preparing for the move, 
several people, especially Homer Nash, 
kept in touch with us after our visit. Upon 
returning to Charlotte, we started attending 
Sovereign Grace regularly, officially joining in 
the spring of 2006, and have been members 
ever since. For us, the centrality of Scripture 
and authoritative preaching of the Word is the 
most important issue, and SGPC has always 
seen God work in this way with our church, 
even during the interim period while we 
waited for Dr. Barcley to be called to minister  
among us. The worship services include a

balance of music that is wholly focused on 
God and not our feelings. We believe we have 
grown in our faith and spiritual walk during 
our years at Sovereign Grace.

Tells us about Hitomi’s recent surgery and 
where you have seen the Lord at work

As many of you know, Hitomi had brain 
surgery this summer from a world renowned 
specialist in Pittsburgh. God is sovereign in all 
things, even in our discovery that Hitomi had 
a rare disorder which grew worse over the 
last 15 years. Medicine and other treatment 
options had little to no effect, so with 
confidence in God’s leading, we ultimately 
saw neurosurgery as the only option.

No one wants to go on a journey like this, 
but God changed our attitude, and through 
abundant grace He showed us how to walk in 
His presence. Rather than just cope with the 
operation, we came to view this as a summer 
mission trip where we could learn from Him 
how to be faithful and open in our testimony 
with other patients and hospital staff. Along 
the way, we saw examples of God working in 
the many providential ways He blessed us, too 
numerous for this interview. For one, there was 
the EKG technician we shared with, who asked 
if she could pray with us holding hands, saying 
her ministry is to help patients facing surgery. 

In the Operating Room one Bible verse provided 
tremendous encouragement to Hitomi, 
offering certainty that the Lord is always with 
us whatever happens: “My soul clings to you, 
your right hand upholds me.”(Psalm 63: 8) 
Hitomi realized her life is in His hands, not her 
own, and His hands are always good so even if 
the operation went badly and she saw Jesus’ 
face instead of Jack’s, she’d be okay either way.

Hitomi had asked a group of church ladies to 
share comforting Scripture verses, and they 
suggested over 30 verses, which we printed and 
took to Pittsburgh. God also furnished a vast 
group of praying friends not only in Charlotte 
but in other states and other countries. Our 
church friends were texting and calling us so 
that we felt everyone was with us even though 
we were far from Charlotte. When we returned, 
even before a meal plan was set up, people were 
dropping off food. We strongly felt the love of 
the body of Christ. God used this challenge to 
strengthen our faith and lead us to learn to trust 
in Him. Praise God, the surgery was successful 
and God has healed Hitomi completely!
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