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Captive Thoughts is the quarterly magazine of 
Sovereign Grace Presbyterian Church, and is 
designed to enrich community in the church, keep 
members up-to-date, and provide devotional and 
edifying material from the pastors. Sovereign 
Grace is a community in Charlotte which has 
been transformed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and wants to know, worship and live for God. For 
everything you need to know about Sovereign 
Grace, visit sovereigngrace.org
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One of America’s most famous new-age “life-
coaches” (the kind who sells motivational tapes 
you are supposed to listen to over and over) said 
recently that his work was all about helping us 
attain “success in your life where you get what 
you desire and what you deserve.”  

It occurs to me that we at Sovereign Grace are 
in the opposite business. We believe our natural 
human desires to have been corrupted by sin, so 
that when God gives us our fallen desires, he is not 
favoring us but revealing his wrath in judgement. 
When the apostle Paul writes to the Roman 
church and multiple times uses the language of 
“and God gave them up…”, he is showing that the 
secular “life-coach” approach to personal success 
has a fatal flaw: “And since they did not see fit 
to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a 
debased mind to do what ought not to be done” 
(1:28). This is God’s typical form of judgment, 
going back to Paradise itself, where the first “bad 
news” which ever occurred involved the first 
Man and the first Woman getting exactly what 
they desired.  Truly, the worst thing that could 
happen to us is that we could get what we desire 
– as long as our desires remain unsanctified, that 
is, out of alignment with God himself! 

We also would say “God forbid that we get 
what we deserve.” The life-coach approach to 
success would say that we are all deserving 
of happiness and prosperity and the trick 
is leveraging the universe to give us what 
is rightfully ours. The Church, on the other 
hand, (and much in this issue of our magazine) 
says that we are fallen images of the living 
God, living in rebellion against the love and 
holiness of our Creator-God through our 
“thoughts, words and deeds.” The promise 
of the Gospel is precisely the opposite of 
getting what we deserve, which would be, in 

all justice, alienation, wrath, and hell: “He does 
not deal with us according to our sins, nor 
repay us according to our iniquities” (Psalm 
103:10). Christ interposed his precious blood 
to spare us, not to give us our due. 

And yet the Gospel is even better than that.  As 
we grow in God’s grace and holiness, our very 
desires are changed, as we “take every thought 
captive” to Christ. Now, we do get what we 
desire, and we consistently get better than we 
deserve. What a Gospel! Praise God!   
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thoughts

rev. Dean turbeville

“The promise of the Gospel 
is precisely the opposite of 
getting what we deserve”

“God forbid that we get 
what we deserve”
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Dr. William barcley

a living
sacriFice

In his final letter, when he knew that his death 
was near, the apostle Paul wrote to his friend, 
close companion and co-worker Timothy, 
“For I am already being poured out as a drink 
offering, and the time of my departure has 
come” (2 Timothy 4:6). In using the imagery 
of the drink offering, Paul is drawing on Old 
Testament sacrifice language. The drink offering 
accompanied the old covenant sacrificial 
offering from the herd or flock (Numbers 15:1-
10). It tells us that Paul viewed his life as a 
sacrifice given over to God.

In fact, in Romans 12:1, Paul calls all Christians 
to present their “bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God.” This echoes the earlier 
words of Jesus, “If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow me. For whoever would save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it” (Matthew 16:24-25). In Jesus’ day, 
the only time people saw someone carrying a 
cross was when he, like Jesus, was carrying it to 
his death. Jesus requires that all his followers 
give up their lives, and follow him alone.

In losing our life, however, we find it. Thus, Paul 
describes his own life in this way: “I have been 
crucified with Christ; I no longer live, Christ lives 
in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God who loved me and 
gave himself for me.” Paul also uses this same 

language of crucifixion to describe all Christians. 
Later in Galatians, he writes, “And those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and desires” (5:24). All 
Christians, by definition, give their lives over as 
a sacrifice to God.

Let’s look more closely at Romans 12:1 and 
its implications for our lives. It is important, 
first of all, to recognize the plurals in this 
verse: brothers, bodies. Paul is addressing the 
community as a whole. What Paul commands 
here is only to be worked out and can only 
be worked out in a community of believers. 
While Paul can elsewhere say of himself that “I 
beat my body, to bring it under submission to 
Christ,” he does not do this in isolation from 
other Christians. He works out his salvation in 
combination with his coworkers and churches. 
What follows in Romans 12:3-8 is clearly one 
practical outworking of presenting our bodies to 

Christ as a living sacrifice.  It means, in part, the 
sacrificial use of our gifts.

Romans 12:1 as a whole is striking for its 
language of temple worship and sacrifice. 
The verb “present” was regularly used for 
worshipers presenting their sacrifices to God.  
“Holy” represents that the sacrifice was to be 
without blemish and set apart for God. The 
word “acceptable” draws to mind that sacrifices 
were to have a “sweet-smelling aroma,” 
pleasing to God.  God’s people are to offer to 
him only what is “acceptable.” For us, the only 
sacrifice acceptable to God is to present to him 
our “bodies,” this is, our whole selves, even 
as whole animals were laid on the altar under 
the old covenant and Christ presented his body 
on behalf of his people and shed his blood to 
initiate the new covenant.

As Paul’s words in Galatians 2:20 indicate, the 
Christian life begins with death and resurrection: 
“I have been crucified with Christ. I no longer 
live. Christ lives in me. And the life I now live in 
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who 
loved me and gave himself for me.” Galatians 
2:20 might seem contradictory: “I no longer live 
… and the life I now life.” But this is the essence 
of being a follower of Christ. The Christian dies 
to the old self, the old way of thinking, the old 
way of living. He is made alive in Christ by the 
Spirit and no longer lives as he used to live, fully 
devoted to the endeavors and pleasures of this 
world. He is a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17).
 
In the same way, many commentators consider 
the words “living sacrifice” in Romans 12:1 to 
be a contradiction. But once again they indicate 
that believers are dead to the old life, but 
alive to God. Romans 12:1, however, takes this 
imagery a step further. Presenting our bodies 
as a living sacrifice is not just an experience 
that takes place at our conversion. We make 
a conscious effort to present ourselves to God 
and to live for him while already alive as a 
follower of Christ. The primary reason for this is 
that the sin nature, the “old man” as Paul calls it 
elsewhere, does not die a natural death. It hangs 
on. The Christian throughout this life continues 
to do battle against the world, the flesh and the 
devil. Every day is a struggle to give ourselves 
wholly to God and to live for him. It requires 
both walking by the Spirit (Galatians 5:25) 

and putting to death the sinful nature 
(Colossians 3:5).
 
As difficult as this is, however, Paul calls us to 
keep two things in mind. The first is we present 
ourselves as a living sacrifice “by the mercies of 
God” (Romans 12:1). Paul has devoted most of 
Romans to God’s grace and mercies to sinners. 
This includes his electing, transforming grace 
in the immediately preceding chapters (9-11). 
But Christ’s merciful, substitutionary sacrifice 
forms the heart of Paul’s command for believers 
likewise to present themselves as a “living 
sacrifice” (cf. Romans 3:21-26).  

Furthermore, Paul says that this life given over to 
God is our “reasonable service” (Romans 12:1; 
KJV; translated “spiritual worship” in the ESV). 
The adjective is the Greek word from which 
we get our English word “logic,” and typically 
refers to a proper use of the mind.  In light of 
what Christ has done for us, giving ourselves to 
him is the only “reasonable” thing to do. In the 
words of the hymn writer, “Love so amazing, 
so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.” In 
addition, following Christ requires thoughtful, 
dedicated intentionality. It means counting the 

cost (Luke 14:28). And it requires thoughtful 
discernment throughout our pilgrimage on this 
earth (Romans 12:2). Yet this living sacrifice is 
the only thing that is truly life.
 
Christ came ultimately to restore life, not to 
take it away. Sin dehumanizes. It robs us of life 
as God created human beings to live. Martin 
Luther described the sinner as a person turned 
in on himself. John Milton pictures this as Eve 
seeing her reflection in a body of water and 
becoming infatuated. By God’s grace, God 
enables sinners to turn away from self, to put 
self to death and to live for the glory of God 
and in communion with God according to 
God’s original intention in creation. This is the 
reason that so many, like David Livingstone, 
who gave their lives in service to Christ and the 
gospel come to the end of their lives and say, “I 
never made a sacrifice.”  Life as a living sacrifice 
is life itself.

(A longer version of this article can be found in 
a recent edition of the online magazine, Credo.  
Go to credomag.com. Used by permission.)

“I have been crucified with 
Christ; I no longer live, Christ 
lives in me”

“All Christians, by definition, 
give their lives over as a 
sacrifice to God”

“What Paul commands here 
. . . can only be worked out 
in a community of believers”

“Following Christ requires 
thoughtful, dedicated 
intentionality”
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Adelaide Addison Pollard (1862-1934) 
attended Moody Bible Institute in Chicago 
in the late 19th century in order to be 
trained to reach lost people for Christ. She 
taught for years at the Christian Missionary 
Alliance School in New York (now Nyack 
College). Later in life, Adelaide believed 
she was called by God to go to Africa as 
a missionary. However, all her efforts to 
raise money and support failed. When she 
reached her fortieth birthday, she realized 
she would never go to Africa as a missionary. 
She became confused and despondent; she 
thought she had a call to Africa, but it never 
materialized. She called this period of her 
life “her distress of soul.”  And she began to 
reflect on the nature of the will of God for 
her life.
 
One night Adelaide Pollard attended a prayer 
meeting. An elderly woman stood up to pray, 
but she did not ask for things or blessings. She 

simply prayed, “It’s all right, Lord. It doesn’t 
matter what you bring into our lives, just have 

your own way with us.” That prayer struck 
a chord with Adelaide. That very evening 
she pondered the woman’s prayer, and was 
led to consider the text of Jeremiah 18:3-
4, which reads, “So I went down to the 
potter’s house, and there he was working at 
his wheel. And the vessel he was making of 
clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he 
reworked it into another vessel, as it seemed 
good to the potter to do.”  Later that night, 
Adelaide Pollard wrote a hymn that began 
with the words:
 
Have thine own way, Lord, have thine own way.
Thou are the potter, I am the clay.
Mold me and make me after thy will,
While I am waiting, yielded and still.

That great hymn “Have Thine Own Way, Lord!” 
(Trinity Hymnal #688) is a call for Christians to 
have a period of self-examination, and then 
to submit fully to the lordship of Christ over 
their lives.
 
The Lord used Adelaide Addison Pollard in a 
wonderful way in reaching people for Christ.  
She eventually wrote over one hundred hymns 
that she simply signed AAP in order not to bring 
attention to herself. However, she became well-
known for her gospel music, and she ended up 
performing it all over the world . . . including in 
Africa!

54

Dr. John currid

Distress 
oF soul

STRUCK 
One ChRiSTian’S RefleCTiOnS On enCOUnTeRing DeaTh 

Any book with the word “death” in the title is a hard-sell! But I cannot help but encourage you to 
read this extraordinary book by PCA pastor Russ Ramsey. Though its writing was occasioned by a 
sudden heart problem requiring open-heart surgery when he was only forty years old, it truly is a 
book that shimmers with a love for life and for God. Having been through similar surgery myself, 
I can testify that his account of the waves of emotions and experiences is spot-on. And I can also 
confess with Russ “When my doctor told me I was dying, I came alive.” 

This story is not only for heart patients. If you want to have a greater depth of gratitude for each 
blessed day God gives you, I cannot recommend any recent book more than this work of lament 
and praise. Reviewed by Rev. Dean Turbeville

“It’s all right, Lord. It doesn’t 
matter what you bring into 
our lives, just have your own 
way with us”
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When I was growing up, we lived in a 
neighborhood you could only access by driving 
on roads which ran through many farm fields. 
Each year, as our school busses took us to 
school, I would notice the seasonal cycles of 
planting, harvesting, and turning the ground 
under for the winter. During some years, the 
farmers would let a field lie fallow – untouched 
– for a year. This, I was told, was to let the land 
“rest” for a year and to allow whatever growth 
did occur in it to be turned under as natural 
“fertilizer” for the years to come. This was not 
done for sentimental reasons; the farmers’ 
long-term prosperity depended on the fertility 
of those fields. 

This is an ancient principle and it is found 
in the Word of God:  “For six years you shall 
sow your land and gather in its yield, but 
the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie 
fallow, that the poor of your people may 
eat; and what they leave the beasts of the 
field may eat. You shall do likewise with 
your vineyard, and with your olive orchard” 
(Exodus 23:10-12). The book of Leviticus calls 
this “a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land” 
(25:4). The Sabbath principle clearly goes 
beyond the gathering of the saints on the 
Lord’s Day. God’s care for people, including 
aliens and servants, and land, and animals, 
and the land itself, is simply remarkable, and 
very moving.

Pastors can benefit from a season of rest as  
well. By the time you will be reading this 
article, I will be on a three-month sabbatical 
from my ministerial duties, beginning on 
September 1. I find my own heart moved with 
deep gratitude to the elders of our church 
for their wisdom and generosity in providing 
this for us. The policy of the session is that, 
after a pastor has labored at Sovereign Grace 
for six years, he can apply for a three-month 
sabbatical in his seventh year. I completed 
my sixth year of service at this church in May. 
In July, I passed the thirty-two year mark of 
years in ordained ministry. This will be my 
first sabbatical (I don’t count the months 
recovering from heart surgery as a sabbatical 
– that was work!) 

The frequency of burning-out and dropping-out 
of ministry today is troubling. According to the 
widely-read Aquila Report, “85% of seminary 
graduates leave the ministry within five years 
and 90% of pastors do not remain in ministry 
until retirement. In one southern state, pastor 

attrition was as high as 90% among those who 
have served 20 years or more.” Surely a good 

bit of that leaving the work has to do with 
unrealistic expectations of those entering the 
work of the ministry. But even taking that into 
account, there is no doubt that longevity in this 
calling is the exception, and not the rule. 

I truly love being a pastor. I can hardly imagine 
doing anything else with my life. But the work, 
if done with integrity, is immersive, often 
emotionally stressful, and beset by unrealistic 
expectations from many folks in the pews. 
Only pastors know what it is like to have 99% 
of the sheep safely in the fold but to be unable 
to sleep because you fret over a single sheep 
wandering from the path of life. Sovereign 
Grace Presbyterian Church is a healthier place 
to work as a minister than most, but the stress 
and weariness can still be real. Some days, I 
can feel it in my bones.

So the purpose of the sabbatical for pastors is 
not to provide the new perk of a three-month 
“vacation” to the pastors. By briefly stopping 
the normal work of ministry, the goal is to 
extend the work – lengthening the years that 

men can stay in the field (no pun intended!). 
The Sabbath command for people, land 
and animals was intended to provide 
“refreshment” for all, according to Exodus 
23:12. That refreshment, like the water 
station found near the end of a marathon 
runner’s race, is not a luxury, but a needful aid 
to finishing the race and finishing it well. I do 
not just want to extend the time I can stay in 
the ministry. I also want to be more effective 
and faithful in it, pouring out whatever time 
I have left in this calling as a drink offering 
to the Lord. I have a good friend, close in 
age to myself, who is now finishing his own 
first sabbatical from ministry. He testifies to 
an amazing and profound deepening of his 
sense of the presence and power of Christ 
in his life. My friend, always a faithful man, 
radiates a love for God now in a new way. 
That is what I seek above all in these three 
months.   

Your elders understand all of this – and so 
they have provided this option of a pastoral 
sabbatical. Nancy and I will not be attending 
Sovereign Grace during this time. While that 

is painful to us in one sense, as a friend said 
to me recently, “You cannot be around your 
congregation without being a pastor to them.” 

We have many plans for these months. We will 
be worshipping in the congregations of friends 
whose ministries we have prayed for for years, 
but have rarely sat under. We hope to spend 
much time visiting family: our children and 
grandchildren as well as our parents, whose 
health (in the case of my father especially) is 
precarious now.  

I have much reading I want to do. On the top 
of my reading list are The Suffering Saviour 
by FW Krummacher (thanks Rob!), and All 
That is In God: Evangelical Theology and the 
Challenge of Classical Christian Theism by 
James E. Dolezal. In order to serve our interns 
at the church more effectively, I want to read 
Michael Milton’s Called? Pastoral Guidance 
for the Divine Call to Gospel Ministry. 
Devotionally, in addition to Bible reading, I 
want to use Gordon J. Keddie’s Prayers of the 
Bible each day.     

I plan on writing a brief paper on “Finishing 
Well in the Ministry.” To do that, I not only 
will do some reading and Bible study, but I 
also hope to interview some older ministers 
who have done just that: finished well in their 
work, not merely going on “cruise control” 
but intentionally, and wisely, spending 
themselves for Christ in the years of their 
greatest maturity as men of God. As a part 
of that paper, I hope to drive to Virginia to 
interview my original “father in the ministry,” 
Lowell Sykes. 

One of the things I am anticipating with 
real excitement is the opportunity to write 
several new hymns (putting new words to old, 
familiar tunes).  

I look forward to watching college football on 
Saturdays without working on my sermons for 
the next day!

I intend to do some fishing. And I need to 
clean out my garage. And no doubt Nancy and 
I will take some short trips to favorite cabins, 
lake houses and retreats that friends have 
provided for us. 

We will miss you all so much! But we will be 
praying for you and richly anticipating our 
return to your fellowship in December.  
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“By briefly stopping the 
normal work of ministry, the 
goal is to extend the work”

“90% of pastors do not 
remain in the ministry until 
retirement”



asking questions such as Why do we exist? and How can i find 
joy?, this seven-part course delves into the deeper questions. 
each week includes powerful videos and time for discussion.

begins october 4 at 7pm at sovereign grace presbyterian church. For 
more information or to sign up, email rob.dykes@sovereigngrace.org



WEDDING SEASON

Summer 2018 has been fairly busy in the life 
of our Sovereign Grace family! We celebrated, 
for example, multiple weddings including that 
of Josh and Elisa Bosworth (pictured below), 

Ben and Nadia Cooper, and Bobby and Jessica 
Atkinson. We can look forward to another 
wedding season as this summer saw the 
engagements of Ryan Lay and Abbie LaPlant, 
MariaJose Lopez, and Janna Reinink. 

BABY FEVER

If ‘children are a heritage from The Lord’, God 
has been very gracious to our church family. As 
well as the recent birth of Shon and Lyndsey’s 
Ella McCarley, Leo and Jenna’s Colt Barcley, and 
Joel and Christine’s Elsie Daffurn, we can look 
forward, Lord willing, to many more children 
on the way. Josh Brister, on the recent birth 
of Jessica and his daughter, Elliot, joked that 
babies, like handbags, were in fashion and so 
they had better have one. They certainly are 
in fashion - congratulations to all the couples 
expecting children, including Andrew and Emily 
Sides, John and Mary Stewart Burnett, Jon and 
Brittany Drye, Micah and Vanessa King, myself 
and Ashley Dykes, Cameron and Kylie Day, Taylor 
and Sarah Wright, and Curtis and Jenna Stiles! 
With so many weddings, engagements, and 
pregnancies to keep up with, let me apologize in 
advance if I have missed anyone out!

STAFF

We are so thankful to Jenni Henderson for many 
years of faithful service overseeing the children’s 
ministry! How faithful and servant-hearted she 
has been in overseeing our nurseries, Vacation 
Bible Schools, Child Protection policies, and 
much else beside. She will be stepping back and 
Danielle Belcher will take over on a part-time 
basis. The church, therefore, has hired Rebekah 

Shillinglaw to replace Danielle in the office.

We give our love to Pastor Dean and Nancy 
Turbeville as Pastor Dean’s three-month 
sabbatical commences at the beginning 
of September. May God bless this time of 
recharging to both and use it as a season of 
nourishment and preparation for the years of 
ministry ahead. Pastor Dean has written about 
his sabbatical in his article in this edition of 
Captive Thoughts (pages 6-7). 

SERVICE

Let me take this opportunity to thank all 
those who sacrificed their time to serve 
at our Sovereign Grace Vacation Bible 
School (June 18-21) and Brookstone School 
Vacation Bible School (July 16-19). Without 
your willingness to help, we could not have 
shared the Gospel with the many children 
that attended our VBS (pictured below) and 
the approximately 80 children who  attended

Brookstone. Thank you to the interns and 
youth group who incorporated helping with the 
Brookstone VBS into your ‘Summer Serve’ week 
of ministry.

The short-term mission trip to Solihull, England, 
on August 10-18 was a success! Not only were 
we able to be an encouragement to Solihull 

out with the Gospel to the local community. I 
will give a fuller review of the trip in the Mission 
section of this magazine. 

Presbyterian Church, but we were able to reach 
out with the Gospel to the local community. 
Pictured below is the team prior to departure 
(minus Diane Turner). I give a fuller review of 
the trip in the article of this magazine entitled 
“Grace Meets Hobs Moat” (pages 14-23).

SOCIAL

As well as the Ladies’ Retreat, some of the 
ladies from the Young Adult group managed 
to sneak away for an evening of fellowship 
on June 30 (pictured at the bottom of the 
page). When I mentioned that the men were 
to ‘babysit’ while the ladies were away, I was 
firmly reminded that men do not ‘babysit’ 
their own children! The Young Adult ladies’ 
evenings will be a more regular event, with the 
next scheduled for October 13.   

In the middle of the ladies in the picture below 
is Kelly Mangol. As lovely as the summer has 
been at Sovereign Grace, we were sad to hear 
of the departure of the Mangol family. Eric, 
Kelly and the girls, Cora and Haley will be 
sorely missed! Eric has been called to serve at 
Ligonier ministries in Florida and although we 
will miss them, we wish them God’s blessing as 
they seek to serve Him in Florida. 
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The picnic at Water’s Edge was a lovely way to 
bookend the summer on September 8. Thank 
you to Tom and Claudia Waters for hosting all 
those who attended. From what I hear, there 
was much fellowship, food, and drama!

Be sure to have your pen and planner at the 
ready as we anticipate a lot of exciting activity 
in the life of the church this Fall. As well as the 
usual activities such as the midweek meetings, 
choir, and fortnightly soccer, let me draw your 
attention especially to the below.  

BIBLE STUDIES 

There are multiple weekly Bible studies 
resuming. For the men, there is a weekly study 
on Fridays at Café 6100 at 6:30am, usually led 
by Bob Stewart. There is a weekly study on 
Saturdays at the church at 9am. The latter, led 
by myself and Brian Brown, will be considering 
the Gospel of Luke, beginning on October 6. The 
ladies are spoilt for choice with four weekly 
studies to choose from! On Monday evenings 
at the church, Kathryn Bowser will be leading 
a study by Sinclair Ferguson entitled Who is 
the Holy Spirit? which looks at the person and 
work of the Holy Spirit. This DVD-led series will 
begin September 10 and meet from 7-8:30pm. 
The Thursday morning study will resume on 
September 13 in Calvin Hall at 9:45-11:15am for 
fellowship, discussion and prayer. On Thursday 
evenings at 7pm at the Nash household, Mary 
Nash will facilitate through the The Wisdom of 
God, the next book in Nancy Guthrie’s series 
Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament. This study 
will begin on September 20. Also on Thursday 
evenings, Katy Smith and Herma DeBoer will 
be leading a video series on Hebrews using Dr. 
Mike Krueger’s RTS Study. They will meet on 
Thursday evenings at 7pm beginning September 
20 at Katy Smith’s home.

EVENTS

Our first event is the Men’s Retreat at 
Bonclarken Conference Center in the 
mountains of Asheville NC, on September 27-
28. We anticipate around 40 men gathering for 
fellowship and teaching from Dr. Rev. Gabriel 
Fluhrer. Dr. Fluhrer is Associate Minister at First 
Presbyterian Church (ARP) in Columbia SC, 
and faculty member of Reformed Theological 
Seminary. He will teach four sessions on Union 
with Christ.    

The Life Explored Evangelism course begins 
on October 4 and runs for seven successive 
Thursday evenings at the church. This discussion 
and DVD-led course answers questions like 
‘Why do we exist?’, ‘How can I find joy?’, and 
‘How can I face growing old?’. Please see the 
advertisement in this magazine (pages 8-9)
and prayerfully consider attending and inviting 
those in your life who are not Christians.

The women of the church are invited to the 
Fall Frolic at the church on Saturday, October 
6 from 9:30-11:30am. The “Frolic” is an 
annual event hosted by WIC (Women in the 
Church). Attendees will enjoy some “getting 
to know each other” activities, brunch, and 
a time to learn more about opportunities 
to be involved in the life of the church. This 
year Sally Nance, wife of Ballantyne ARP’s 
pastor, Mantle, will be our guest speaker. This 
fellowship event is a great way to get plugged 
into the life of our church, and get to know 
Christian sisters better.

Also on October 6 there will be a Youth Movie 
and Pizza Night from 5:00-8:30pm at the 
church! Provided will be drinks, popcorn, and 
make-your-own-pizza supplies. 

The Reformation Conference will be on 
October 26-28 at the church. Our main speakers 
for the conference will be Carl Trueman and 
Kevin DeYoung. The theme is The Need for 
Reformation Then and Now. There will be 
sessions on Friday, October 26 from 7-9pm, 
and Saturday, October 27 from 9am-noon. Carl 
Trueman will be teaching a joint Adult Sunday 
School and preaching for our morning Worship 
Service on Sunday, October 28. 

‘Ceilidh’ is a Scottish word which means 
‘gathering’. Our Ceilidh, alternatively called 
Scottish Fellowship Evening is on November 
17. Last year was a huge success as around 
100 people crammed into the old building for 
Scottish dancing, music, food, poetry, singing, 
and highland games. This year we hope to have 
repeated success and would urge you to save 
the date. 

Every November we remember and pray for our 
brothers and sisters around the world who are 
persecuted for the sake of Christ. This year our 
Persecuted Church Sunday is on November 4, 
when special guest, Dr. Julian Zugg, will present 
on topics relating to the persecuted church in 
a joint Adult Sunday School and preach in our 
evening service.
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When considering sending a short-term mission 
team oversees, the Missions Committee agreed it 
wanted to send the team to a congregation with 
whom Sovereign Grace could form a long and 
lasting bond; a congregation that we could come 
to know, love, support, and pray for, for many 
years to come. So in many ways our mission team 
was being sent on a ‘reconnaissance mission’ to 
discover whether we could form such an intimate 
bond with a particular congregation. 

The congregation we agreed to visit is called 
Solihull Presbyterian Church (SPC), located 
near Birmingham, England. We settled on SPC 
because a) they were attentive to our visit, b) 
we knew England is a spiritually barren land 
and that the Solihull congregation of around 50 
people would appreciate our fellowship, and 
c) we knew SPC is Reformed and adheres to 
the Westminster Standards, and therefore has 
much in common with Sovereign Grace.
 
12 people from Sovereign Grace selflessly signed 
up to serve. The team included Henry DeBoer, 
Brian and Hilary Brown, Michelle and Julia Ballou, 
Bryan and Faith Klazinga, Joe Parker, Corey Lee, 
Diane Turner, Nancy Currid, and myself. I was 
delighted with the roster and knew each member 
had wonderful gifts to offer. As pleased as I was 
with the all-star team, I had to warn myself, 
however, that “unless The Lord builds the house, 
those who build it labor in vain”. 

An astounding amount of preparation was 
made by SPC, Brian Brown, Jack Blake, and 
preeminently the logistics machine, Henry 
DeBoer. During the planning process SPC even 
named the endeavor – “Grace Meets Hobs 
Moat” (Hobs Moat is the area of Solihull in 
which SPC is located). Having raised financial 
support, ironed out the trip details, spent time 
in prayer, and bonded as a team at the Currid 
household, before we knew it we were on our 
way to London via Atlanta airport on August 10 
(the trip was from August 10 to August 20). 

We didn’t know whether to laugh or cry when 
confronted with the rental cars in London! They 
were so small that some of the team had to harbor 
their suitcases on their laps. Nevertheless, it was 
exciting to be driving from London to Solihull and 
a few hours later we arrived on Saturday evening 
at the home of Rev. Stephen Dancer and his 
wife, Susan, having endured almost exactly 24 
hours of travel. It was revitalizing to spend the 
evening with some of the SPC congregation as 
we fellowshipped over Indian food together. 

Our team had two primary objectives: 1) 
encourage the saints at SPC, and 2) partner 
with SPC in evangelistic outreach to the local 
community. We were almost instantly given the 
opportunity to work on objective one because 
the next morning was Sunday morning, when we 
were catapulted into worshipping at SPC. 

rev. rob Dykes

grace Meets
hobs Moat

Mission
report
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I preached on Psalm 8 at what felt like 5am. 
What immediately struck us about the SPC 
congregation was the diversity! People from 
Scotland, Northern Ireland, the Netherlands, 
India, America, Bermuda, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Nigeria, Poland, and oh yes, perhaps a few from 
England. The congregation sang with gusto and 
welcomed us warmly as we sipped the usual 
post-service tea, before we spent the afternoon 
together fellowshipping over lunch. It seems like 
no matter where one goes and from whence 
one’s brothers and sisters originate, there is a 
tangible bond for those who are united together 
in Christ. Faith Klazinga, writing for the mission 
trip blog (gracetosolihull.blogspot.com) wrote, 
“The group of believers in Solihull have been 
a gift to us from our Loving God. Seeing how 
everyone is learning and listening, laughing 
and loving, our new friends have given us a 
new perspective on the true oneness we have 
in Christ”. On Sunday evening Pastor Stephen 
(pictured below) preached powerfully on the 
glory of Christ from John 1:14.

At 10am on Monday we met at the church 
– a building SPC rent from a declining liberal 
denomination – for devotions led by Brian 
Brown. After prayer and map allocation 
the Sovereign Grace team and some of the 
members of SPC began distributing what 
would eventually amount to nearly 5,000 
leaflets! The leaflets were an advertisement 
for our ‘Summer Weekend’ which consisted of 
a women’s brunch on Friday afternoon and a 
Christianity Explored taster on Friday evening, 
a men’s breakfast on Saturday morning and 
a ‘Family fun day’ on Saturday afternoon, and 
morning and evening worship on Sunday. On 
Monday evening SPC members and the team 
played games in the local park. Faith Klazinga 
blogged, “Several members of the Solihull 
congregation are with us all day and night and 

we feel like one team with one goal . . . Then 
it was off to the local park with our banner, 
some flyers, diet cokes and crisps to play 
volleyball, croquet, and football (soccer). This 
was our first event of the week. We attracted 
attention (which was the idea) and almost all 
of us had conversations with people, young 
and old, who stopped to talk to us or have 
a free soda. Many of the people we talked 
to had already seen our flyer because it was 
delivered to them in the morning! It was a 
great way to end the day and feel like we will 
see some people come out to the gathering 
we have planned for Saturday afternoon”. 

On Tuesday we were tourists visiting Roman 
ruins and the ancient city of Lichfield (which 
was formed in the seventh century) with its 
notable and quite breathtaking medieval 
cathedral. After touring the cathedral Pastor 
Stephen preached outside and then we all 
sang a psalm. One of the lovely things about 
spending so much time together as a team was 
that we really got to form deeper relationships 
not only with SPC members, but with our 
fellow Sovereign Grace members. 

On Wednesday, after devotions led by Henry 
DeBoer, we began our first of three days 
of door-to-door ministry. The goal was to 
personally invite people to the Summer 
Weekend and engage in sharing the Gospel 
if possible. For some of the team, including 
myself, knocking on people’s doors took us 
out of our comfort zone. Most people politely 
turned us away – many saying they were 
atheists or agnostic – but many said they 
would consider attending one of our events. 
There were deeper conversations to be had! 
Diane Turner, for example, was able to share 
the Gospel with a man whose daughter had 
committed suicide. Diane could relate because 
her son had committed suicide. Corey Lee 
was particularly gifted in being able to begin 
meaningful conversations and share Christ too. 
The team noted the addresses of people who 
expressed interest in order for SPC to follow 
up at a later date. On Wednesday evening we 
visited Birmingham City Center and had dinner 
with Joel and Christine Daffurn. 

On Thursday, after devotions led by Bryan 
Klazinga, we continued with our door-to-
door evangelism. Later in the day some of us 
rested and some of us manned a Christian 
book table at the local shops. That evening 
29 of us crammed into the Dancer household 
for dinner and prayer! It was certainly a tight 



unless the lord builds the house, those 
who build it labor in vain. it is in vain 
that you rise up early and go late to rest, 
eating the bread of anxious toil; for He 
gives His beloved sleep.

Psalm 127:1-2
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fit, but before long we were listening to Brian 
Brown exhort powerfully from 2 Peter 1. The 
time of prayer was very intimate and powerful 
as we pleaded with The Lord on the eve of our 
Summer Weekend. 

On Friday morning, the beginning of our 
Summer Weekend, Joe Parker led us in 
devotions. The ladies had their afternoon tea 
(sandwiches and scones) at a local hotel with 
26 in attendance. Nine were unbelievers invited 
along by SPC members. Michelle Ballou gave 
her testimony and Nancy Currid taught from 
Psalm 122. For obvious reasons I wasn’t there 
but I heard the event was greatly blessed. On 
Friday evening we had our Christianity Explored 
evening. This included dinner, a video, and a 
time of discussion. Three women not affiliated 
with SPC attended due to invitations from SPC 
members. One, when asked why she attended, 
said she didn’t know what the purpose of her 
life was. Nancy Currid and Julia Ballou were able 
to speak at length with her and she has since 
committed to continuing the course.

On Saturday morning 17 men gathered for 
English breakfasts at a local pub. Although 
no non-Christians attended, it was a lovely 
opportunity for the Sovereign Grace men 
to fellowship with SPC men (which was the 
original intention). Joe Parker gave a very 
moving testimony, recalling things such as his 
brother’s death and experiences Joe had when 
a missionary in Mexico and Australia. In fact, 
it was fascinating to hear of his experiences 
sharing the Gospel in Alabama to men behind 
bars. Everyone present was deeply touched. 

Our Family Fun Day was in the afternoon. 
Around 70 people attended including most SPC 
members. There was a cookout, bouncy castle, 
face painting, games, and I preached for about 
ten minutes (it was slightly more intimidating 
not to be able to preach from behind a pulpit). I 
spoke on Jesus’ death and the contrast between 
the two criminals who died beside Him.

Sunday was our final full day. Pastor Stephen 
preached on David and Goliath in the morning 
and I preached on Jesus washing the disciples’ 
feet in the evening. Having spent much of the 
week together, our fellowship with the SPC 
members was deeper and sweeter. The team 
split up to lunch in several SPC members’ 
homes in the afternoon, and many of us went 
to the Dancer household after evening worship. 
Speaking of our time with SPC members, Faith 
blogged, “It may be trite or cliché to say that our 

lives have been changed by our trip to Solihull, 
but it is true. If you ask any of us if we learned or 
were changed in some way by our experiences, 
we will smile and remember the people we 
met, the new experiences we walked through, 
and the building up of relationships that we 
hope to keep for years to come”.         

Let me make three final comments as I 
reflect upon our trip. First, I’ve discovered 
the indispensability of the role each church 
member has in witnessing to his/her neighbor! 
The team spent days distributing almost 5,000 
leaflets and knocking on countless people’s 
doors, but the non-Christians who attended 
the Summer Weekend were almost all as a 
result of SPC members inviting their neighbors, 
friends and co-workers! The best form of 
evangelism is simply church members building 
relationships with people God has put in their 
path, and then inviting them to church. 

In fact, two non-SPC couples who attended our 
second Sunday evening worship service simply 
visited because a month prior, my parents met 
them in a caravan park, got to know them 
and invited them along. I’m not saying leaflet 
distribution and door-to-door is useless, but 
nothing is as effective as us loving, praying for, 
and inviting someone we know personally to 
church to hear the Gospel.

Second, let me encourage you to pray for 
Solihull Presbyterian Church. The saints there 
are lovely and love our Savior. They were so 
warm and welcoming. Please pray The Lord 
will continue to build and encourage that 
congregation, and sustain and bless Pastor 
Stephen’s ministry. We were delighted to hear 
that two families have continued to attend 
SPC as a result of our trip – pray for them too. 
And perhaps even consider going to serve in 
Solihull yourself one year.

And third, remember we have some 
wonderful people at Sovereign Grace! The 
more I got to know the 11 people from 
Sovereign Grace with whom I served, the 
more I got to love them. I don’t think our 
relationships will ever be the same again 
now we know one another in a deeper and 
more appreciative way. Let me encourage 
you to invest more and more in building 
deeper relationships with your brothers and 
sisters at Sovereign Grace – there really are 
some lovely people in our congregation! And 
now, over the page, are some thoughts from 
some of the team that went.  

Small rental cars!

lichfield cathedral

the Sovereign grace team outside SPc

Joe’s birthday surprise

a SPc father and son

Some of the SPc congregation



JOE PARkER

“I am very thankful that we all got to go and thanks to all who helped. The Lord 
was there among us from the Sovereign Grace parking lot (where we gathered 
prior to leaving), all the way through to arriving back at Sovereign Grace. There 
was immediate agreement accomplished by the Spirit - between the team from 
Sovereign Grace, and between the team and SPC. It was excellent to be with the 
11 of Sovereign Grace for ten days out of our normal zones yet remain on the 
same page. This was a great time with The Lord and great people. I wish Alice 
could have gone”

BRYAN kLAzINGA

“Beyond the joy of building relationships with my fellow Sovereign Grace team 
members and establishing new friendships, I was walking with God and learning 
from Him. Throughout the week The Lord challenged me to serve Him in new 
ways. I could sense His loving hand guiding and protecting me as we walked the 
streets of Solihull and interacted with people. At the men’s breakfast when Joe 
gave his testimony about The Lord’s presence in his life, The Lord clearly showed 
me where I am still weak in faith and how I need to be more open to His leading, 
trusting Him in every step and serving Him more fully”

FAITh kLAzINGA

“Several aspects of our trip impressed on me that God sovereignly planned 
how we would be used in Solihull. I had deep conversations with fellow 
believers, encouraging and being encouraged by the faith and grace reflected 
in my brothers and sisters in Christ. We had contact and conversation with 
unbelievers at every event we planned and everywhere we went, it seemed. I 
know God emboldened us to speak the truth in love and to be His emissaries 
as we met and prayed for lost souls. We planted seeds that we pray will be 
watered and take root. To be used by God in this way humbled and blessed me”  

NANCY CURRID

“Those of us who signed up to go to Solihull were told that our goals were 
twofold: to encourage the SPC congregation and to assist them with evangelism 
efforts. What delightful marching orders! So, we went door-to-door with 
information about church outreach activities, invited strangers to play games in 
the park, helped with a family-day cookout, and spoke of Jesus to unchurched 
women at a ladies tea—all alongside our UK brothers and sisters. Moreover, 
we worshiped together for two Sundays, gathered for mid-week prayer, and 
spent hours in one another’s company. Did we accomplish our goals? By God’s 
grace I trust we were of some benefit to the saints in Solihull. However, I cannot 
imagine that we blessed them as much as they edified us. Their love of Christ, 
His Church, and His word; their faithfulness in prayer and heart for unbelievers; 
and their overwhelmingly warm hospitality was a tremendous encouragement 
in the faith to all of us from the US”

DIANE TURNER

“Praise and thanksgiving to God for His faithfulness and provision to SPC, her 
neighbors, and my good. May God be glorified and bless the efforts made there 
through all the conversations we had. Pastor Stephan and I had a chance to 
minister to Bob who was mistreated by a priest and lost a daughter to suicide. He 
considered God as asleep. I told him of my experience losing a son to suicide, and 
that if I didn’t have The Lord I don’t know how I could make it. Pray God will give 
Bob and Fatima, a Muslim, true faith in Jesus”
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JULIA BALLOU

“My favorite parts of the Solihull trip were the fellowship and outreach. We spent 
every day with SPC members distributing flyers, knocking on doors, fellowshipping, 
and running evangelistic events. Because we are family through Christ, we 
connected easily. I also enjoyed conversing with the people living around SPC. We 
had many opportunities to talk about religion and invite them to our events. My 
favorite conversation was with a sweet lady who is friends with a SPC member and 
interested in Christianity. I am grateful for these new friends and experiences. Lord 
willing, I plan to visit Solihull again next summer”

MIChELLE BALLOU

“This was my first foreign mission trip and first time travelling overseas. Although I 
was unsure of what to expect, I knew our primary goal was to encourage the members 
of SPC. I went with the goal of blessing others, but actually, I was the one who was 
blessed - blessed to fellowship, serve, and worship with my Christian brothers and 
sisters living in England. They were very warm, hospitable, and genuine! The bonds of 
friendship formed quickly, but leaving was more difficult than I could have imagined. 
I am thankful I had the opportunity to be a part of various evangelistic activities such 
as: going door-to-door to invite people in the community to hear the Gospel and 
attend worship services, sharing my testimony at a ladies’ tea, attending a Christianity 
Explored course, and hosting an American cookout. In addition, I have a greater 
awareness of the culture in England and how to pray for Christians living there”

BRIAN BROWN

“The objective of our mission was two-fold; provide encouragement to the saints 
at SPC and to support them in local outreach. Having the opportunity to stay in 
the home of our brothers and sisters in Christ helped to foster a bond of kinship. 
This also provided an opportunity for me to replace a broken toilet handle. I had 
the joy of leading the team devotions on Monday morning and also to “preach” 
at the midweek meeting. The experience of going from door-to-door passing out 
leaflet invitations to the events was quite invigorating though we were often met 
with disinterest. Pastor Dancer’s repeated reassurance of God’s sovereignty was a 
consolation in the face of rejection. This was a wonderful experience to have gone 
and served, and we are excited as to what God will do in His church in Solihull”

COREY LEE

“I thoroughly enjoyed our trip to Solihull, getting to know each of our team members 
at a deeper level and serving along side them in a place that was foreign and yet 
still familiar. I was greatly encouraged as I saw first hand how our brothers and 
sisters in England press on by faith in a culture that has all but forsaken Christianity. 
Seeing their perseverance was like seeing real life examples of the saints of Hebrews 
11. Their hope for the people of Solihull reminded me of Paul’s encouragement 
to Timothy: ‘For to this end we toil and strive (and suffer reproach), because we 
have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of 
those who believe’ (1 Tim 4:10). May we follow their example and go forth boldly 
throughout Charlotte, proclaiming the Gospel of our Savior in the strength that He 
supplies, for He alone is worthy of our best efforts and our praise”

RAChEL MoRGAN (SPC)

“People have commented that we had a small taste of heaven when we met 
together with our friends from Sovereign Grace to worship The Lord. We are 
already an international congregation, but their number added the blessing of 
further diversity, for which we thank God”
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It’s difficult to believe that we’ve been living 
and ministering in Syracuse, NY for four years. 
Our relationship with Sovereign Grace feels 
nearer to us than that (for the simple reason 
that we continue to hold you in our hearts and 
know that you continue to hold us in yours). 
We’re thankful for your prayers for and 
partnership with us in our work, and we’ve 
undoubtedly benefited from these through 
the good and the hard of church planting.

God continues to grow us and Christ Church 
(the church has approximately 50 people in 
her membership, with 70 people in worship 
on Sunday mornings and 30 people on Sunday 
evenings on average). To develop the agricultural 
metaphor of church planting a little, Christ 
Church is currently in a season of “establishing”— 
a cultivating the garden (the church plant) to be 
less dependent upon the gardener (the church 
planter). What this means for Christ Church is 
continuing to equip the church as a whole to 
participate in the work of disciple-making, and 
then from this work of disciple-making, God 
calling men to serve as elders and deacons. 
Pray for us as we continue in this season of 
establishing, that God would establish us.
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Where are you originally from? how did you 
come to Charlotte?  

I am from a very small town (technically only 
a “census-designated place” and not even a 
town) in North Carolina called Buies Creek. 
My dad is a professor at Campbell University 
Law School, which was then located in Buies 
Creek. It was a great place for my brother and 
I to grow up. We were able to ride our bikes to 
see our dad at his office on campus and attend 
the college’s sporting events. 

I moved to Charlotte to go to Reformed 
Theological Seminary. I have always had an 
interest in theology and was at a point in 
life where I was able to attend seminary. My 
parents were huge factors in encouraging me 
to pursue seminary, and in making it possible. 
I was deciding between here and Westminster 
in Philadelphia, but ultimately thought that this 
was the best option because of the school itself, 
the cost, and the location being closer to my 
family (and because I was able to convince my 
friend Janna Reinink to move here with me too). 

how long have you been at Sovereign Grace?  
What first drew you here? 

I have been at Sovereign Grace since I moved to 
Charlotte in July 2016, and I joined the church that 
December. I didn’t actually visit anywhere else. I

knew about Sovereign Grace from the Currids, 
who are friends of my parents. I figured if this 
was where they landed, it was probably a good 
choice. It was. I really love the centrality of the 
Word in this church, not only on the part of the 
pastors and the session, but in the congregation 
as well. In addition to that, I love the people here. 
Because of Sovereign Grace, Charlotte started to 
feel like home much more quickly than I thought 
it would. I’m so thankful to be here, and I have 
learned so much in my time here, and grown in 
my faith so much through it.  

how were you converted to Christ? 

My conversion story is delightfully simple, but no 
less miraculous. My parents are both believers 
and I was brought up as a covenant child within a 
PCA church. I don’t know the day that I became a 
Christian. For myself, and I think many others with 
a similar story, it was sometimes hard not to be 
able to point to one moment in time and be able 
to say, “That was when I became a Christian.” But 
I’ve grown to think of it as a profound blessing to 
be able to see God’s faithfulness to me in bringing 
me to faith at such a young age. We are not saved 
by our experience, but by faith in Christ, the one 
who saves us. 

What is it like to be an intern at SG as a woman?  
 
Fun. It doesn’t come without its challenges, but it 

really is something that I enjoy. It’s a little like the 
Wild West since I’m the first female intern, and 
my internship doesn’t follow the same pattern 
as the internships for the men. But that’s part 
of what makes it fun. I have the flexibility and 
freedom to work with all ages at our church, 
from catechism class on Wednesday nights, to 
middle school Sunday School, to the women’s 
Bible Studies that I have been able to lead. I’m 
very appreciative of these opportunities and 
the encouragement from the pastors to pursue 
them. That said, it is an interesting experience 
to be the only women in a room at our session 
meetings, but if there’s one thing seminary has 
prepared me for, it’s being the only woman in a 
room full of men.

Are there moments (or seasons) when you 
have especially seen the Lord’s hand at work?
 
There are many. My decision to transfer to 
Covenant College was one. I went to Campbell 
University for my freshman year, and part way 
through my first semester, while sitting in my 
dorm room working on Greek paradigms, I had 
the thought out of nowhere, “I should transfer 
to Covenant.” I wasn’t especially unhappy at 
Campbell, but I was discouraged by the lack of 
a Reformed Christian community. I essentially 
decided in that moment that I would transfer. 
That’s pretty remarkable if you know me. I 
don’t make big decisions quickly and almost 
never make them without a pro-con list. I have 
no doubt that the peace I got in that decision 
was because of God’s work. I asked my parents 
if I could go over to their house for dinner that 
night and told them that I wanted to transfer. 
They were on board, and I went to Covenant 
for the start of my Sophomore year. 
 
Looking back, I can see not only why God led 
me to go to Covenant and how formative the 
education and friendships were for me, but I can 
also see why he led me to be at Campbell for 
that first year. It was a hard year for me, but one 
where I was able to serve in my home church 
during a time when we were without a pastor. 
I was able to talk to and witness to people at 
Campbell who had never heard the gospel. 
It was not what I had planned for my college 
experience but it is remarkable to see how God 
worked those things out according to his plan.

how do you see yourself serving God in life 
now and in the future? 
 
Without going into a long spiel about callings and 
vocations, I believe that we serve God through 

them. Right now, I serve God as a student, an 
intern, a friend, and so on. Serving God as a 
servant in particular looks like being diligent 
and faithful to the work that is in front of me. I 
see my calling as a student as a way that I serve 
God now, but also a way to prepare myself to 
serve God in the future.
 
As for what’s next, the short answer is, “I don’t 
know.” I didn’t come to seminary with a specific 
endgame in mind. I know that I will use what I 
have learned through my degree every day in 
my own life, and hopefully in serving whatever 
church I am a part of, whether that is as a staff 
member or a layperson. 
 
What hobbies and interests do you have? 
 
I love doing jigsaw puzzles and spending time 
with my roommates, Janna Reinink and Kristin 
Rosser. I sometimes get to do both of those 

activities at the same time. I’m a fairly big Duke 
basketball fan. Those who know me really well 
might say I’m too big of a fan. I don’t play golf, 
but I can identify most professional golfers 
from their stance from years of watching the 
sport (Janna calls it my super power). When I 
wasn’t in seminary, one of my main hobbies 
was reading theology, so I definitely get my fill 
of that as well. 

Any message to your brothers and sisters at 
Sovereign Grace?
 
Thank you all for being so welcoming and kind. 
I truly feel at home here. I don’t know if I’ll be 
staying in the Charlotte area when I (hopefully) 
graduate in May, but leaving Sovereign Grace 
would be the hardest part of moving away if 
that’s what the Lord has for me. 
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Greetings Sovereign Grace family! In our two 
years here, we have been blessed beyond 
measure. We were part of a large PCA church 
in the area for 13 years before coming to 
Sovereign Grace and felt led of the Lord to 
be in a smaller congregation. It has been 
a joy getting to know many of you and we 
hope that this article will help you to know us 
better as well. At the time of writing this, Joe 
is with our mission team in Solihull, England 
so I, Alice, am writing this for us.

Joe grew up in Montgomery, Alabama, in the 
Christian home of Montgomery’s first Carrier 
HVAC dealer. I grew up in an Army family that 
moved around a good bit and always dreamed 
of staying in one place. Joe came to true faith in 
Christ at age 17, just before going off to college. 
I made a profession of faith and was baptized at 
age eight, though I have doubted that I was truly 
regenerated then. Joe and I both went to Troy 
University (Troy, AL) but not at the same time. 
God had much work to do in us both before 
bringing us together. Our lives individually were 
somewhat paralleled; we were both weak in 
faith and made some poor choices early on. 
Consequentially, we experienced some difficult 
years as young adults. But the Lord used those 
refining fires to bring us to an understanding 
of how intimately He wants us to know Him. 
Charles Spurgeon’s words describe our stories 
so well, “It is clear, then, that self must stand

out of the way, that there may be room for 
God to be exalted; and this is the reason why 
He bringeth His people ofttimes into straits 
and difficulties, that, being made conscious 
of their own folly and weakness, they may 
be fitted to behold the majesty of God when 
He comes forth to work their deliverance.” 
Through those painful, yet wonderful times, 
the Lord graciously drew us to Himself as 
never before and we fell in love with Him! It 
was also the time that God brought us both 
out of our Southern Baptist roots and into 
reformed faith and to the PCA.

In 1986, Joe’s church (Trinity Presbyterian, 
Montgomery, AL), my church (First Presbyterian, 
Dothan, AL), and a PCA church in Nashville 
teamed up for a ten day mission trip to Yucatan, 
Mexico. God made some pretty amazing 
connections between us over those ten days 
and we were married 15 months later. That was 
nearly 31 years ago. Maybe our story will boost 
the number of singles in upcoming mission trips 
- it really is a great way to meet your spouse! 
We have been blessed with three wonderful 
daughters, Joanna, Emily, and Eleanor, and so 
far, two just as wonderful sons-in-laws, Joel 
Arcieri and Jordan Renfrow. Joanna and Joel are 
expecting a baby girl, Lucy Rose, in November, 
making us first-time grandparents. (We’re just 
a little bit excited!!). God continues to be so 
gracious to our growing family.

Even though Joe majored in criminal justice 
in college, the Lord detoured him into the 
family HVAC business. He thought it was a 
temporary detour, but he ended up working 
with his parents and brother for a total of 20 
years. Joe didn’t know it at the time but the 
Lord’s detour was very strategic. In 1991, the 
Lord sent us to Sydney, Australia with Mission 
to the World as short-term church planting 
assistants. A missionary pastor from Australia 
was looking for two lay couples to go back 
with him - we were one of those couples. After 
our two years in Australia, we went back to 
Montgomery, and Joe went back in the family 
business. Six years later, Joe and I felt the call 
to full-time missions and went to Mexico to 
build a school for deaf children with another 
family from our church. As it turned out, our 
role was mainly to get the other family there 
- a great fit for them but not for us. We had 
committed to serve in missions long term, had 
left the family business, knew that it was time 
to leave Mexico but didn’t know what was 
next. It was a season of trusting and waiting for 
God’s direction. That direction faithfully came 
through a missionary friend, Jim Patterson, 
who upon learning about Joe’s background in 
HVAC told him, “We need you at the JAARS 
Center today.” Those 20 years of experience 
in the family business prepared Joe for God’s 
next assignment for us; becoming members 
of Wycliffe Bible Translators, assigned to 
the JAARS Center. We’ve been here for 15 
years now, and this is the longest I’ve ever 
lived in one place! Yes, Joe is in charge of 
the HVAC equipment, but he also ministers 
to lots of people daily and considers that his 
most important job. His work at JAARS saves 
hundreds of thousands of dollars that can be 
used toward Bible translation projects instead 
of paying for outside work. God can use any 
skill or gifting in missions if His people are 
willing to serve.

If you know Joe at all, you know that next to 
the Lord his main interest is in people. He 
loves people, and his gifts of evangelism and 
exhortation are evident as soon as he starts 
talking. But what Joe likes to do for fun is 
hunting. He spent many a Saturday through 
the years hunting deer and turkeys with his 

dad and brother, Steve. I started hunting with 
them too when Joe and I were dating. He gave 
me a hunting rifle before an engagement ring - I 
knew things were getting serious! Joe and some 
friends from JAARS still make it to Alabama 
twice a year for deer and turkey hunting, but 
in the past couple of years, after he found out 
that the meat was good to eat, Joe started 
hunting black bear in the mountains. He likes 
to be as remote as possible and that’s why I 
will be adding a GPS tracking App to my phone 
this fall. We both really enjoy the splendor of 
God’s creation in the mountains. Joe hasn’t 
gotten a bear yet, but I think the mountains 
will keep him going back regardless. I used to 
truly enjoy watching the sun rise from a tree 
stand, but most of my hunting these days is 
in thrift/antique stores, looking for fun old 
stuff that can be repurposed or for children’s 
books. I really enjoyed teaching kindergarten 
at Arborbrook Christian Academy the past six 
years, but the Lord has recently redirected 
me. This year, I will be working at the JAARS 
Health Clinic part-time and getting back to just 
being home-getting organized, strengthening 
my back (thanks for all your prayers!), and 
hopefully making some trips to Virginia to help 
with our grandbaby. Joe and I also hope to try 
something new this fall, kayaking, so if any of 
you are experts we need to talk!

In closing, we would just like to say how 
thankful we are to be part of the body of 
Christ at Sovereign Grace. With you, we enjoy 
the gifts of excellent teaching from God’s 
Word, reverent worship, sweet fellowship, 
and so much more. We echo the words of 
Psalm 16:5-6, “The LORD is my chosen portion 
and my cup; you hold my lot. The lines have 
fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have 
a beautiful inheritance.”
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“He gave me a hunting rifle 
before an engagement ring 
- I knew things were getting 
serious” 




