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As Dr. Barcley points out in his article in this issue
of Captive Thoughts, we never see “bad” reasons
given for compromising the worship of God on
the Lord’s Day. For instance, we hear that the
church is seeking to be “relevant” and culturally
“in tune” in order to “reach people.” Evening
worship is done away with to give us “more
family time.” The church’s Psalters are shelved
because the psalms lack the bounce and levity
of modern praise choruses. Congregations stop
presenting offerings to the Lord during worship
because “unchurched people are offended by
talk of money in the service.” And so it goes: we
always have “good” reasons to compromise the
worship of God.
Speaking of “good,” there once was a king
they called “good.” “Good King Henry IV” of
France helped bring a truce to end a bloody
war between the Protestant Huguenots and the
Roman Catholic armies in France. The Edict of
Nantes ended three decades of bloodshed and
provided some basic religious freedoms for both
Roman Catholics and Protestants – for a while.
This would seem to be the highest of good
motivations. But Henry, himself a Protestant,
felt he needed to gain influence over Paris,
a Catholic stronghold, before he could really
bring peace to his land. So, some years before
the Edict of Nantes, he converted to Roman

Catholicism. He was reported to have said,
“Paris is worth a mass.”
The truce would prove to be only temporary. In
1610, the “good” king, with his “good” reasons
for abandoning the right worship of God, was
assassinated by a Catholic zealot. Decades later,
Protestants in certain parts of France were
deliberately terrorized by the billeting of unruly
troops in their homes. Finally, in 1685, the
Edict of Nantes was revoked, and all Protestant
pastors were exiled even as the laity were
forbidden to leave France.
And so, today, our missionaries Chris and
Donnette Brock labor in the “hard soil” of
secular France, where a “good” king, for “good”
reasons, once abandoned the right worship of
God because “Paris (was) worth a mass.”

“Not all our issues of
Captive Thoughts will focus
on the true worship of the
true God. But this one will”
Not all our issues of Captive Thoughts will focus
on the true worship of the true God. But this
one will, in every pastor’s article. We think we
have good reasons.
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reformed
worship (3)
Dr. William Barcley

On my recent trip to China, I had the privilege
of preaching to a Chinese church. I was excited,
but did not know what to expect in terms of the
service itself (except for the fact that it would
last a lot longer than our own—it turned out to
be more than two hours). What I experienced
was a service very similar to our own. There
was a call to worship, a reciting of the Apostles
Creed, Scripture reading (a lot of it), responsive
readings, a sermon (they asked me to preach
for an hour), the Lord’s Supper, which included
the pastor preaching another 20 minute sermon
introducing the Supper, and the singing of hymns.
With the latter, I was pleasantly surprised by the
content and style of what we sang—Rock of Ages,
Be Thou My Vision, and Jesus Keep Me Near the
Cross, and all sung to the same tunes that we
sing from our Trinity Hymnal. I could sing out
loudly with them—though I was singing English
and they were singing Chinese. Interestingly,
I had a similar experience when I worshiped
in Uganda a few years ago. Again, the tunes
of the hymns were ones I was used to singing.
The irony of this is that I have often been in
American churches in which I have felt unable
to worship. Either I did not know the songs, or
I knew the words but not the music (and the
words were on a screen with no written music
for me to follow), or I wasn’t sure at times if I
was supposed to be singing or just listening to
the singer(s) in the front (and some of those
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times the people around me—whom I assumed
to be regular attenders—didn’t know whether
to sing either). These experiences in foreign
countries once again confirmed for me the
cross-cultural nature of the church’s “sacred
music tradition” and the danger of the tendency
in so many American evangelical churches to try
to accommodate the culture and be “culturally
relevant.” The church’s attempt over the last
generation or more to reach the world by
becoming like the world has not only been a
dismal failure (consider the decaying spiritual
and moral condition of the United States today),
it has served to divide the church (consider the
frequently used phrase “worship wars”).
This is now article number three in a series of
articles that I am writing for Captive Thoughts on
worship. In previous articles, I pointed out that
for the Reformers the reformation of theology
went hand in hand with the reformation of
worship. In fact, I quoted Calvin as saying that
the substance of Christianity consists first in
the proper worship of God and second in the
proper way to find salvation. Worship is primary
because God is primary.
Let’s return to the time of the Reformation. The
worship of medieval Catholicism was the result
of innovation that included both unbiblical
practices and cultural accommodation. For
example, the medieval church was involved in

a massive production of images. Why? They
viewed images as the “books of the unlearned.”
In medieval services, the Bible was read in Latin
and the mass was spoken in Latin. Since common
people did not understand Latin, the thought
was, at least they can “read” and learn from
images. Furthermore, the Roman Catholic mass
became a drama in which the audience played
little part except to watch the drama unfold as
the wafers and wine became the literal body and
blood of Christ. In other words, worship services
largely became a spectator event in which seeing,
not hearing, was at the center. For the Reformers,
this was contrary to the Word of God, which
teaches that “faith comes by hearing and hearing
through the Word of Christ” (Romans 10:17).
How does this relate to the worship of
evangelical and Reformed churches today?
Sinclair Ferguson has written, “For years [the
evangelical church] has been on the slippery
slope to neo-medievalism” (Some Pastors
and Teachers, 613). In evangelical churches
today “more is seen, less and less is heard.
There is a sensory feast, but a hearing famine.
Professionalism in worship leadership has
become a cheap substitute for genuine access
to heaven” (612). The Word-centered simplicity
of Reformation worship has been replaced in
the modern church by aesthetics, technology
and emotionalism. According to Ferguson,
“The tragedy here is that in our worship we are
in grave danger of producing a generation of
professing Christians who are spiritual infants—
feeding them emotionally with what temporarily
produces stimulation but never builds them
up” (613). We will return to this last comment
and the danger of spiritual immaturity in the
next edition of Captive Thoughts. But what
we need to see here is the danger of history
repeating itself, and the problems of cultural
accommodation in our worship services.
The argument we often hear for “contemporary
worship” is that we need to speak in the
“language” of the common people. We won’t
be able to “reach” them unless we speak—and
sing—in their own dialect and style. While
the evangelistic impulse is admirable, the
approach is fraught with problems. First of
all, worship is for God’s people, not primarily
for outsiders. Second, as Marshall McLuhan
famously said, “the medium is the message.” In
other words, form and content are closely tied
together, and form always influences content.
Furthermore, form—or style—is never neutral.
A change in form, or style, inevitably affects
what is communicated.

A pastor friend recently said to me in a discussion
about worship, “As long as the words are good,
it doesn’t matter to me how it is packaged.”
This is misguided. It is especially misguided
when it comes to putting “sacred songs” in the
style of pop culture. Ken Myers has made the
following observation: “Popular culture is not
neutral regarding the sensibilities it encourages.
Because of the centrality of commercial
concerns, popular culture maintains a
preferential option for the upbeat, the informal,
the new and ‘interesting.’” Neil Postman takes
this a step further in his observation that our
pop, market-driven, entertainment-saturated
culture has had the effect of “trivializing” what
is important and weighty. Is it any wonder, then,
that God has lost his “weightiness” in much of
the evangelical sub-culture?
We will come back to this in the next edition of
Captive Thoughts. But let me conclude by going
back to the beginning. Cultural accommodation
divides, not unites, the church. A big problem
with “contemporary” worship is that it is
always changing. What is contemporary today
is not contemporary tomorrow. I remember a
teenager in a previous church I attended, in
response to a middle-aged man talking about
how important for our youth it was to sing
“contemporary” songs, saying, “Contemporary
to whom?” The man had been talking about
songs that were 10, 20, even 30 years old.
These were not “contemporary” to our youth.
The point here is that if our goal is to “keep
up with the culture” in our worship, Christian
worship will be unable to tie generations and
different cultures together. Michael Horton
puts it well when he says, “In the past,
traditional liturgies and music were sufficiently
different from any particular cultural form
(classical, jazz, blues, rock) that everyone could
participate regardless of personal tastes” (A
Better Way, 184). Or as Terry Johnson has said,
the church’s store of sacred music is everyone’s
music because it is no one’s music.
I’m thankful for churches around the world—like
in China and in Africa—who have resisted the
temptation to make their worship “culturally
relevant” and market-driven. They recognize
that being part of the church universal is more
important than fitting in—or appealing to—a
niche-culture. How nice to know that I can
go anywhere in the world and be able to truly
worship. Anywhere, that is, except perhaps in
my own country. Maybe American churches
can learn a lesson from our brothers and sisters
across the globe.
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thankful
hearts
Dr. John Currid

Martin Rinkart (1586-1649) became pastor of the
Lutheran church in Eilenburg, Germany in 1618.
That same year the Thirty Years’ War broke out
and lasted until 1648. Rinkart served the pastorate
in Eilenburg for thirty-one years, and he died the
year after peace had been made. Almost his
entire ministry took place under war conditions.

the vanishing
american adult
Reviewed by Dr. William Barcley

In the age of helicopter-parents, college students who view differing opinions as “microaggressions,” and delayed adulthood, this book by the Junior United States Senator from
Nebraska provides common sense remedies to the growing immaturity of young (and old)
adults. After describing the problem in the opening chapters, the heart of the book lays out
five character building habits that, as Senator Sasse puts it, “require building scar tissue.” These
habits are, discovering the body—its potential and frailty—by breaking free of the tyranny of one
generation, developing a work ethic, embracing limited consumption, learning how to travel, and
learning how to read and deciding what to read. This book will encourage you and may even shed
a ray of hope that some good ideas really do exist in Washington.
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Rinkart stayed the entire time in the city and
pastored his people despite the many and deep
hardships. He became so poor that he could
barely feed and clothe his family. All his house
furnishings and his yearly grain supplies were
plundered. He was forced to quarter soldiers in
his house. In 1637, a devastating plague struck
Eilenburg that was immediately followed by a
severe famine. 8,000 people died that year, and
Rinkart officiated at the burials of 5,000 people
in the town; he often conducted services for as
many as 40-50 people per day.
One incident that reflected Rinkart’s faith is
worth recounting. During the height of the Thirty
Years’ War, the army of Sweden attempted to
gain military control over the northern German
states, of which Eilenburg was part. The Swedish
army surrounded the city and demanded an
extravagant tribute from the town. Pastor Rinkart
went out to meet the Swedish general to seek
mercy, but he received none. He then turned to
some of his congregation who had followed him
and said, “Come, my children, we can find no

hearing, no mercy with men, let us take refuge
with God.” He then fell on his knees and prayed.
The Swedish general witnessed Rinkart’s piety
and relented in exacting tribute from the city.
Although living in a world dominated by war and
death, Martin Rinkart wrote a beautiful prayer
for his children in 1636 that was put to music
near the end of the Thirty Years’ War. The title he
gave to the prayerful song was “Now Thank We
All Our God.” The first two stanzas are as follows:
Now thank we all our God,
With hearts and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done;
In whom this world rejoices.
Who, from our mothers’ arms
Hath led us on our way
With countless gifts of love;
And still is ours today.
O may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
And blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in his grace,
And guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next.
My prayer is that we would be, like Rinkart,
thankful people despite our circumstances and
the turmoil of the world swirling around us.
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“Every great pipe organ has
its drone pipes; they fill out
the sound of the organ and
deepen its richness”

how to sing
hymns well
Rev. Dean Turbeville

How do you know a church is reformed? By its
commitment to an historic confession of faith?
By the presence of shepherding elders? By an
emphasis on preaching? Yes, yes, and yes.
But there are also more intuitive markers of
a community of reformed Christians. When
you visit a church, and the congregation sings
hymns with unexpected vigor and volume
– without amplified singers up front, just
singing as a body of believers – you probably
are in a reformed congregation. Because we
see worship as a meeting between God and
his people commanded by God himself, and
because we believe that we address both God
and each other in singing, there is nothing casual
about hymn-singing in a reformed church! God
himself describes our worship as “the sacrifice
of praise” in Hebrews 13:15 – “Through him
(i.e., Christ) then let us continually offer up a
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of
lips that acknowledge his name.” Thus our
activity in worship is as serious as the sacrifices
of priests in the Old Covenant. No one would
have looked at a lamb or a bull having its lifeblood drained out and thought it was a trivial
thing that was happening. No one should look
at singing hymns that way, either!
And so singing “hymns, psalms and spiritual
songs” (Colossians 3:16) is not merely mood
music in the church or entertainment for the
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elect. Far from it! When we sing in worship, we
are doing nothing less than worshipping God
with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, which
is a good thing, since it was Christ himself who
indicated this was to be the nature of our devotion
to his Father (Matthew 22:37). To do less than
that – to slouch as we stand, to sing distractedly
and lazily and without energy – is to do the
equivalent of what the prophet Malachi indicts
the priests of Israel for doing at the end of the
Old Testament: it is to offer “polluted offerings”
to the Lord, offering not the best animals in the
sacrifice, but the blind, the hobbled and the sick,
or even those taken by thievery (Malachi 1).
Yes, we can sin against God in the way we sing
a hymn. But we can also truly honor and glorify
God simply by singing a hymn well.
So how do we sing well? Here are some pointers:
1. Forget entirely about whether you think
you have a “nice” singing voice. This is totally
irrelevant in congregational singing. Every
great pipe organ has its drone pipes; they fill
out the sound of the organ and deepen its
richness. Every single person is called to sing
to God in worship. Psalm 150:6 declares, “Let
everything that has breath praise the LORD!”
Almost certainly, no one will hear your voice
over the others, and if they do, and they don’t
like it, that is their problem, not yours!

2. Believe that God is listening. Really believe
that God is listening. Because, God actually is
listening (1 John 5:14). The transcendent Lord,
who is not bound to time and space, and who
knows all things that shall come to pass, still, in
some unfathomable way, enters into worship
with us, and hears us as a Father hears his own
dear children. The deepest theology affirms this
immanence, or nearness, of the limitless God.

“Really believe that God
is listening. Because, God
actually is listening”
So if, in your own eyes, you are too
sophisticated to actually sing to God, you must
repent of your underestimation of the Lord,
and overestimation of yourself.
3. Know that your voice, combined with all the
others, is also making a difference to others. As
Pastor Barcley has taught us in recent months,
the Bible indicates that we all sing to each other
in our worship (Colossians 3:16). When you sing
well in worship, you are teaching our children,
strengthening the weary, and cheering the gloomy.
You may even be used to convert someone, or to
draw a visitor into our church (We often hear new
members comment on the congregational singing
when they join our church). Saints, take this
simple but mighty ministry to others seriously; it
is your ministry to them, given by God.
4. Sing each word in the song clearly and strongly,
trying to pronounce the word as though a speech
coach were listening. In other words, do not slur
words of fail to pronounce all the syllables; think
of how each word is a kind of offering to God. This
can have an amazing effect in that it alerts your
mind to the full meaning of the hymn, aiding your
brain in concentration (Romans 12:1-2). When I
began to do this some years ago, I noticed an
immediate increase in my satisfaction in singing,
as well as my sense of its importance.
5. Sing with great energy and high volume. It
is to greatly misunderstand the nature of public
worship if you think a whispered song is OK
because “God knows what is in my heart anyway.”
Both the accounts of worship we read about in

the Old Testament (Ezra 3:10-13) and the
pictures of heavenly worship we read about in
the book of Revelation (Revelation 5:9-14) often
involve an emphasis on high volume. We are
participating in a transcendent, glorious eternal
Kingdom in worship, and we adore the vigorous
God of Creation and Redemption in the process.
So let us sing “with all our might!” As a side
note, I would also add that if you think our
hymns are played too slowly, it may be that you
simply are not singing with enough vigor, and
not using enough breath in singing. I often find
that I barely have enough time to inhale before
the next verse begins!
6. When the hymn is announced, stand
up quickly, stand erectly, and hold the
hymnal up to near eye-level. Our posture
communicates much about purpose; and not
only does it communicate that to God and
others. Our body posture also communicates
much to our own minds. We will take hymns
more seriously when, in a sanctified use of
our personal will, we choose to act like we
take them more seriously. A slouching saint
should be a contradiction in terms (unless the
slouching comes from physical disablement).

“A slouching saint should be
a contradiction in terms”
And even when we are instructed to remain
seated for the hymn, how we sit says much
about our assumptions. Would we not sit up
straight if the President of the United States
were in the room addressing us? Do we not
know with Whom we are dealing in worship?
(Hosea 12:4-5; see also Isaiah 6:1-6) I love the
repeated exhortation of our Puritan fathers:
“Let us not trifle with God!”
7. This is not American Idol; you cannot
worship well with a critic’s hat on. The pastors
and ministerial interns review the worship
services at the end of each Lord’s Day, and that
includes how the music was played and how the
congregation sang. But during the services, all
of our focus should be on the Lord, not how we
think others are doing in their parts.
The apostle Paul said to the Galatians that he
was in the anguish of childbirth until Christ
was formed in them (Galatians 4:19). Is it not
breathtaking to think that by the simple act of
singing a hymn well, Christ himself might be
formed in us? What great grace there is in the
“ordinary” means of grace!
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99%

I don’t remember
of the meals I’ve eaten,
but they’ve kept me alive.
God uses faithful,
forgettable sermons
to sustain and nourish
His people

found it difficult not to check the score or think
about the match on the days that he would
otherwise participate in, to which Murray
replied that such a practice missed the whole
point! It wasn’t just a duty for him to prioritize
God over rugby, but it was a delight, because
he valued meeting with Christ over playing (or
watching) professional sports!

meeting
with god
Rev. Rob Dykes

19th Century English preacher, C.H. Spurgeon,
recounted the following story: “I remember a
friend telling me that when he was looking at a
house in Newcastle to be let, he was taken to the
roof and the agent said to him, ‘You see that there
is a fine view from here. You can see a long way
today, but on Sundays you can see all the way to
Durham Cathedral’ [Pictured above]. My friend
asked, ‘Why on Sundays?’ And the reply was,
‘You cannot see it the rest of the week because
of the smoke, but on Sundays it is usually clear
enough to get a glimpse of it.’” Spurgeon went
on to say, “What views some of us have had of
heaven and what views of Jesus Christ have been
accorded to us on Sabbath days! We might have
seen Him on other days if there had not been so
much smoke from business, care and sin, but the
blessed breath from heaven has blown it all away
on The Lord’s Day and we have been able to look
even into that which is within the veil!”
This is a stimulating story, but upon reading it I
was saddened by the fact that so many American
Christians allow the smoke from business,
pleasure, and other earthly pursuits, to fog their
view of Jesus Christ even on the Sabbath. Many
Evangelical Christians in America have discarded a
proper observance of the Fourth Commandment.
A GRATIFYING COMMAND
God has commanded us to devote the Sabbath
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Welsh preacher, Dr Martyn Lloyd Jones, thought
little of pastoral counselling. It was his view that
if the people of God faithfully attended Sunday
worship services then they would flourish in
their walks with God. Lloyd Jones, in my opinion,
was overly dismissive of pastoral counselling,
but I do wonder how many Christians would run
rather than limp if they prioritized The Lord’s
Day as Murray does and Lloyd Jones did. If the
people of God relentlessly feasted upon the
words of life distributed twice weekly, how they
would be spiritually nourished and spared from
many toils and snares!
EVENING WORSHIP

day (Sundays in light of Christ’s Resurrection) to
Him. This devotion is described by God Himself:
“If you turn back your foot from the [neck of
the] Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on my
holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight and the
holy day of The LORD honorable; if you honor
it, not going your own ways, or seeking your
own pleasure, or talking idly; then you shall take
delight in The LORD, and I will make you ride on
the heights of the earth” (Isaiah 58:13-14a).
Not only is it sinful to put work and pleasure
before God on the Sabbath, but also note that
honoring the Sabbath is for our good! It is not an
arduous or arbitrary box to be ticked, but rather
by keeping it we will “delight in The LORD” and
“ride on the heights of the earth”. This is the day
we draw into God’s presence, join the angels and
our Christian family in choirs of worship, have
God speak to us, our affections reoriented, our
earthly concerns put into eternal perspective,
our souls comforted, resolves strengthened,
sins forgiven, and blessings pronounced. This is
the day that being in the Spirit we see and glory
in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Surely this is
a gratifying command!
I remember Euan Murray [pictured over the
page] visiting my previous church in Wales.
Murray is a professional rugby player on the
Scottish national team who refuses to play on
Sundays. Someone in our church asked if he

My first year in America and Sovereign Grace
has truly been a sweet time but, dare I say it, one
thing has troubled me: the rejection of evening
worship on The Lord’s Day. Apparently less than
5% of American churches have evening worship!
I don’t know why or when American Christians
decided to dispense of it, but I find the statistic
harrowing. Just as disturbing is the thought that
of the 5% of churches offering evening worship,
only small percentages of the congregations
bother to attend! Why are people who claim to
love Christ staying away from worshipping Him?
What is so important that they refuse to meet
with God or hear the words of life preached on
Sunday evenings?
I’ve been very encouraged by the rise in
attendance at Sovereign Grace’s evening
worship. But, perhaps feeling a wee bit more
audacious having surpassed the one-year-mark
at Sovereign Grace, I’ve started to ask people
who don’t attend why they don’t attend. Several
have said that they don’t see a biblical warrant
for it. Let me respond.
A COMMENDATION FOR EVENING WORSHIP
First there is the biblical pattern evidenced,
among other places, in Numbers 28:1-8, Psalm
92:1-2 (entitled “A Song for the Sabbath”), Psalm
134:1, and Acts 20:7. Sunday evening worship is
a biblical principle, not preference.

Second, The Lord’s Day is The Lord’s Day
not The Lord’s Morning (Exodus 20:8). Surely
it is easier to set apart the whole day for rest
and worship when the day is bookended by
corporate worship! Perhaps this is why some
don’t attend church in the evening – it takes
away from Sunday being their day?
Third, another meal is served. A healthy diet
consists of breakfast and dinner, and most
people are unlikely to starve themselves when
dinner is on the table. In the same way, Sundays
provide two meals of spiritual food from God’s
Word. Why pass up a meal? Indeed, just as the
dinner menu differs from the breakfast menu,
evening worship brings variety. One will find
that evening services are usually more intimate
than morning services, and that sermons are
served from other sections of the Bible (and
are often more devotional in nature), and
the congregation usually lingers longer for
fellowship after the service.
Fourth, one could appeal to history. The
universal historic practice of the church has
been to have morning services (lauds) and
evening services (vespers).
Finally, there is the obvious question, “Why
wouldn’t one want to attend evening worship?”
Why does a person need to be reasoned into
attending evening worship? Why ask, “What
is least required of me?” David said “I was glad
when they said to me ‘Let us go to the house of
The LORD!’” (Psalm 122:1). If a person needs to
be reasoned into God’s house when words of
life are spoken, God condescends into our very
midst, Christ is offered (in Word and sacrament),
the people of God are gathered, and a foretaste
of heaven is bestowed, then surely the spiritual
thermometer reads “Cold” or at least “Tepid”?
A CHALLENGE
Permit me be so bold as to challenge those who
have read this far, as I challenge myself, to dare
to honor this “Queen of days”. To dare to be
obedient to God in consistently making Sundays
God’s day, and to prioritize being in God’s house
every Sunday morning and evening, unless
providentially hindered. And let’s see if The
Lord does not take our souls into “transfiguring
sights of glory”, if He does not reveal Himself
to us more and more, if He does not quicken
our affections, bolster our sanctification and
weaken our corruptions. Let’s dare to honor The
Lord’s Day and see if we will regret it.
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“ I was glad
when they said
to me ‘let us go
to the house of
the lord’”
PSALM 122:1
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OV E R E IG N G R AC E

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

On April 28, about 25 women gathered at
church for Elisa Raymond’s bridal shower.
For some, it was a time to get to know Elisa
[pictured above with fiancé, Josh Bosworth]
better, and for all it was an opportunity to visit
with and encourage our sisters in Christ.
Lynne Meena led us in a fun “multiple choice”
game about the bride, who was a great sport
and elaborated with answers so that by the
game’s end, we all knew her better.

bible blastoff
vacation bible school 2018

sovereign grace presbyterian church
june 18-21 (monday-thursday) / 9am-12pm
brookstone school
july 16-19 (monday-thursday) / 1-3pm

I was able to lead a brief devotion and I began by
talking about the purpose of church showers. I’m
no expert, but I think the reason churchwomen
give brides showers is two-fold. The “practical”
reason is to help set up her home by giving her
things she and her future husband will need. The
other reason is just as (or I would argue even
MORE) important, which is that we gather to
show our support, to get to know, and in some
way, offer to walk alongside the new bride as she
starts her life as a married woman.
I used as my text, Elisabeth Elliot’s book, Let
Me Be a Woman. This is a compilation of letters
Elliot wrote to her daughter before her wedding.
In each letter Elliot shares her godly, motherly
wisdom about marriage. One of my favorites
includes her explanation of submission: “And
that word willingly means that she does not

merely resign herself to something she cannot
avoid. It means that by an act of her own will she
gives herself. With gladness she submits because
she understands that voluntary submission is her
very strength. Because it is the thing asked of her
by her Creator, it is the thing which assures her
of fulfillment. It is the task assigned her which,
willingly performed, actually strengthens the
husband in his weakness.”
I also shared a picture of a triangle. In this
illustration GOD is at the top, and HUSBAND
and WIFE are the two lower angles. Many have
used this to model a healthy and God-honoring
marriage. If our desire in life (and marriage) is to
move closer to God (moving “up the triangle”),
we will also grow closer to our spouse.
Statistically in America there are more people
unmarried than married. More than half of US
children are born to unmarried women. More
than ever, choosing marriage is a COUNTER
cultural activity. And certainly choosing a Biblical
model of marriage is more “revolutionary” than
ever. We in the church need to encourage one
another, especially our soon-to-be and newly
married couples. I am so thankful to have had
this time with Elisa, but even if you weren’t at
the shower, please come alongside her and
other young couples as they navigate the day to
day challenges of marriage!
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Mission
Outreach
2018

Missions
UPDATE
Rev. Rob Dykes

Summer 2018 offers valuable opportunities
for our church family to serve our Lord Jesus.
In addition to our Vacation Bible School at
Sovereign Grace on June 18-21, we will minister
at our Vacation Bible School at Brookstone
School on July 16-19. Already 115 children from
underprivileged and diverse backgrounds have
registered to attend VBS Brookstone! Praise The
Lord that so many will hear the good news of our
Savior. We would encourage you to pray for and, if
possible, serve during one or both weeks. Pray the
Lord would save these children as only He can do.
A dozen Sovereign Grace members will also
serve our great God on our Summer Mission
Trip to Solihull, England, on August 10-20. The
team includes Henry DeBoer, Brian and Hilary
Brown, Michelle and Julia Ballou, Nancy Currid,
Corey Lee, Joe Parker, Diane Turner, and Bryan
and Faith Klazinga. Please pray for them as they
step out in faith to serve the Lord. Pray that He
would bless their fundraising efforts, and that
He would use them mightily in Solihull.
ABOUT THE TRIP
Solihull Presbyterian Church (solihullpres.org.uk)
is located in a suburb of Birmingham, England,
and is a member of the Evangelical Presbyterian
Church in England and Wales (EPCEW), a
denomination of about 18 Reformed churches
faithful to the Westminster Standards in Britain.
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Solihull Presbyterian Church, pastored by
Rev. Stephen Dancer, has about 40 members
seeking to be salt and light among the unsaved
neighborhoods closely couched around the
church. Birmingham is a city that has turned its
back on the true God, and is increasingly plagued
by the spread of Islam. Being a Christian in such
a place, therefore, can often feel very isolated.
The primary objective of the team is to draw
alongside our brothers and sisters at Solihull and,
by God’s grace, be an encouragement to them.
We will worship with them on two Sundays and
meet with them throughout the week, including
at a men’s breakfast and women’s afternoon
tea. By staying in their homes and sharing our
testimonies, we hope to build long and lasting
friendships not only between individuals, but
between both churches.
The trip is also evangelistic in nature. We will
engage in door-to-door evangelism with the
express purpose of inviting neighbors to our
Christianity Explored evening, Saturday Cookout
(where the Gospel will be presented), and
Sunday worship services.
Please pray for The Lord’s blessing on the team,
the trip, Solihull Presbyterian Church, and the
salvation of the lost in Solihull. God can do great
and mighty things in answer to the prayers of
His people.

UPDATE FROM THE DIEBOLDS
While we’re not technically missionaries,
the Northeast can feel like a mission field at
times. The church is key for navigating the
culture because for many believers their only
interaction with other Christians happens
there. But alongside these challenges come
opportunities to proclaim the good news of
Jesus Christ to our neighbors and friends.

In September of last year, Sarah, Lily, Percy
(our dog), and I moved to Summit, New Jersey.
I completed my Master of Divinity in December
remotely and passed my ordination exams in
January. On January 28, Dr. Barcley preached
at my ordination service. I praise God for
sustaining us through that whirlwind.
Shortly after moving to New Jersey, Sarah took
early retirement from her tax accounting job.
She now works full-time taking care of Lily.
We’re looking forward to welcoming baby #2
(a boy) in October. We praise God for many
blessings in this time of transition.

pray for our missionaries
MEMBERS
Nate & Naomi Bower
Jonathan & Erica Hood
Josh & Sarah Kitchen
Joe & Alice Parker
Will & Judi Traub
Chris & Donnette Brock

OH
NY
NE
NC
Scotland
France

CHURCH PLANTERS
Sebastian & Isabel Heck
Jake & Melissa Hunt
Bill & Pam Schweitzer
Chris & Rosemary Statter
Frank & Sheree
Aaron & Rachel Halbert
Andrew & Julie Halbert
Jonathan & Maggie
Josh & Kristi
Joel & Jessica Rinn
Argyris & Dina Petrou

Germany
Czech Rep.
England
England
Africa
Honduras
Costa Rica
Asia
Europe
Italy
Greece

TRAINERS / TRANSLATORS
Greenville Seminary
F. & I. P.
African Bible University
Covenant School Japan
Lars & Kathy Huttar
Shaun & Becki Hurrie

SC
Europe
Africa
Japan
NC
S. Africa

LOCAL
West Charlotte Church
RUF - Queens University
RUF - UNCC
RUF - Johnson & Wales
Brookstone School
Charlotte Rescue Mission
Hope Cancer Center
Pregnancy Resource Center

NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
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Only when i fix
my gaze upon
god do i find
the fountain
of the life
and love i have
looked for in
other places,
to my misery.

What makes a church special?

Meet a
member
HOMER AND MARY NASH

Please give us a snapshot of your past and
church history trail
We have had a lifelong journey seemingly always
connected with Presbyterianism. Mary grew up
in Sardinia Presbyterian Church in SC, and Homer
was fully immersed as a young Baptist but moved
to Manning Presbyterian Church as a teen. We
even met at a weekend retreat for youth at a
Presbyterian Church when we were High School
age, and really we never looked back from
that first infatuation. Of course, there was the
college thing to get out of the way and Clemson
was the only choice for a chemist or chemical
engineer. Mary broke with traditional family ties
to the Gamecocks and attended Clemson as
well, majoring in Early Childhood Education and
graduating in May of 1975. A wedding on June 21,
1975 ensued, followed by our first introduction to
Hilton Head Island as our honeymoon destination.
Then we were off to Shelby, NC for seven fruitful
years as Homer worked as an engineer. We were
blessed with two wonderful children, Homer
Byron Nash III (Byron) and Sallie DuBose Nash.
Naturally we attended Shelby Presbyterian
Church (PCUS) but were not involved as we
should have been. Homer was a tennis addict
and Mary the sweetest mom in Shelby. In 1982
Homer switched careers to become a technical
sales engineer for power delivery equipment and
we moved to Charlotte. The Yellow Pages said
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that the closest Presbyterian Church was Grace
Presbyterian on Archdale only about 1.5 miles
away from where we lived, so there we went.
It was not affiliated with any Presbyterian
denomination and was a mix of Presbyterians,
Baptists, and Pentecostals, but a sweet group of
people. We got really involved at the church and
our kids became the youth group and brought
their friends to the church activities. We both
sang in the choir which was a big part of the
church, but Homer failed miserably in a solo or
two (note to our present Choir Director).
The Lord did not seem to bless the church and
it began a downward spiral in attendance and
conflicts. Homer was serving as Chairman of
the Deacons and the two elders finally decided
to look for either a sale of the property, or a
merger of some kind with another church. Rod
Culbertson from Reformed Theological Seminary,
who had preached for us on occasion, suggested
we talk with the group that left Forest Hills Church
now identifying as First Reformed. This group
included Bill and Laura Cooper and others. So
we united in 1998 with Steve Jackson as pastor,
and became a PCA Church Plant called Sovereign
Grace. Particularization happened in December
of 1999 and the church began to grow. Enough
church history, but you can see how stubbornness
and stick-to-it mentality, not to mention God’s
abounding patience and grace with a flock of
sinners, can make a church’s dream come true.

We believe that what most people look for in
a church-home is not just good Bible-based
preaching, but a warm and caring family of
friends that are willing to be involved in each
other’s lives. We found that at Grace Presbyterian
and continue to find that at Sovereign Grace.
What has been so wonderful to see in our lives
is how much we didn’t understand about the
Reformed Faith and how great it is to grow in
understanding. Pastor Barcley has truly made
us what we are through his faithful preaching
of God’s truths and leading us as a caring
shepherd. From a solo pastor with a part-time
administrative assistant, now to three full-time
pastors and a church administrator (topped off
with Dr John Currid as Pastor of Preaching and
Teaching), the church has been blessed. What a
blessing to have all five of these individuals and
a host of elders and deacons working together
to serve the Kingdom and see lives transformed!
We love our shepherding group and wish we
could have the entire church in our group.
Everybody at Sovereign Grace is special to us.
One General Electric co-worker that Homer spent
many hours with once said he went to church but
Homer’s church was his life.
What about the children and grandchildren?
We know that a lot of parents try to find a church
home that has all the children amenities, but
if our two are any example, it does not have to
be that way. They both have a strong faith and
are doing their best to raise their children in the
“nurture and admonition of the Lord”. Byron has
three boys and three girls between the ages of
three to 13, and Sallie and Steven have two boys
and two girls between the ages of five to 11.

Having our two children early in our marriage
allows us to be young enough as grandparents
to handle these ten grandchildren. Mary is
Nana, and Homer is Papa, but they love Nana
the most (who doesn’t?). Water skiing, snow

skiing, kayaking, and biking are just some of the
activities that they expect us to do with them.
Homer, you had a particular dream fulfilled.
Can you say more?
I was blessed in my work career to be able to
formally retire in 2012 and serve as an agent for
GE for three additional years only on a part-time
basis. But when the building program started at
Sovereign Grace, something had to give and it
was GE. The vision from 1973 by Marion Smith
as he built the gym on the back corner of the
property was to one day build a church on the
hill. By God’s grace that vision was realized. I
am so grateful that it came in my lifetime. If we
didn’t have funeral plots in Gable, SC, I would be
lobbying for a spot on the hill!
Why is Homer often called ‘Homer Depot’?
Most may know that for the past seven years
we have been restoring a lake cabin that Mary’s
parents bought across from the Nash A-Frame
in 1971. Homer grew up going to that lake
which is fittingly called “Church Branch”. Homer
dated Mary there, and both Sallie and Byron
have wonderful memories from there. Former
member Jonathan Bacon, and fellow elder
Ron Barnwell, have endured the hardships of a
remodeling project and a taskmaster like Homer
for many hours. Now they are good friends!
We love it there. Even though it is about 1,400
feet, we can still accommodate the entire family,
which we do for several long weekends in the
summers. Papa has given up barefoot skiing even
though all the grandkids have not seen it, and
Nana can make everything fun there.
What do you do at the present and what are
your plans for the future?
Mary taught preschool for 30 years at Sharon
Baptist Weekday School, as well as countless two
and three-year-olds at church. Mary’s natural gift
of loving and caring for people led her to become
a birth doula about 14 years ago, and she has been
involved in over 50 births. Mary can recount all
the names and dates as if it were yesterday. She
wins at Scrabble almost all the time and has been
the ‘young one’ in a bridge group for 30 years.
And Homer, still a tennis addict, even formerly
state ranked, but not playing as much due to old
hurting body parts. God has blessed us beyond
belief in our relationship with Him, our family,
and our church family. Now let’s see about filling
up this sanctuary and planting Sovereign Grace II.
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“What we found was a
church that cares deeply
about the authority and
sufficiency of Scripture,
carries on the traditions of
the Protestant Reformation,
and has a wonderful
covenant community”

Meet a
member
CAMERON AND KYLIE DAY

Tell us a little bit about your background
Cameron was raised in Charlotte in a Christian
home and received Christ at a young age. He
grew up in the Southern Baptist Church where
he became progressively aware that there
were many passages of Scripture that had been
ignored by his church or were inconsistent
with his theology. During his undergraduate
studies at UNC Charlotte in Civil Engineering,
he discovered the Reformed Faith. For
the next three years, Cameron sought to
further understand the theology behind the
Protestant Reformation and the God behind
it. After embracing the full import of covenant
theology, the reformed view of the sacraments,
the Presbyterian form of church government,
etc., Cameron joined Christ Covenant Church
(PCA) in Matthews, NC and remained there for
three years. During this time, Cameron and his
long-time friend, Kylie, began to date, and we
were engaged a year later.
Similarly to Cameron, Kylie is from Greensboro,
NC and also grew up in the Southern Baptist
Church and discovered the Reformed Faith
during her collegiate studies. While Kylie was
studying Exercise Science at UNC Greensboro,
she was invited to a church through a friend
with whom she studied the Bible, without
knowing the church was Presbyterian. As she

22

observed the order of worship, and listened
intently to her first sermon by a Reformed
minister, Kylie was struck with the realization
that this church was quite different from the
Baptist churches she grew up in. She continued
to worship at Christ Church Greensboro (PCA)
in Greensboro, NC and later joined the church.
What happened after college?
We married right before college ended. Once we
graduated, we moved to Atlanta for Cameron’s
employment and began attending Midway
Presbyterian Church (PCA) in Powder Springs,
GA. Kylie worked as an Exercise Physiologist in
a cardiovascular office at Northside Hospital,
until we had our daughter, Layla. During our
time at Midway, Cameron served as a Deacon
and Kylie served in the choir and attended WIC
events. We both served as greeters and helped
in the nursery. Layla was also baptized at
Midway. After spending three years in Atlanta,
Cameron began to explore a job opportunity in
Fort Mill. We knew that finding another solid
Reformed and Presbyterian Church would be
vital. Based upon several recommendations
we received from fellow members at Midway,
we visited Sovereign Grace several times prior
to making the decision to accept the job in Fort
Mill in August of last year. What we found was
a church that cares deeply about the authority

and sufficiency of Scripture, carries on the
traditions of the Protestant Reformation, and
has a wonderful covenant community. After
moving to Fort Mill in October, we joined
Sovereign Grace after the first available
Inquirer’s Class.

have taken him to 31 different States for
work, so he has developed a knack for visiting
new places and exploring the world outside
of the Carolinas. Cameron watches ACC
football, rooting for his NC State Wolfpack
and his father’s alma mater, the Clemson
Tigers. Cameron makes a point to attend one
Clemson game each year. Cameron played
baseball for 13 years and umpired for six
years, so his love of the game keeps him
cheering on his childhood team, the New
York Yankees. Cameron also enjoys reading
both historic and contemporary theological
literature, particularly John Calvin, Jonathan
Edwards, James White, and Michael Horton.

What are your thoughts for the future?
Since our discovery of the historic truths of the
Reformation, we have become committed to
the work of the local church and hope to serve
both Christ and our fellow man in this regard.

“Since our discovery of
the historic truths of the
Reformation, we have
become committed to the
work of the local church”
We long to see Christ reform His church
once again, and believe that Sovereign Grace
Presbyterian Church stands as a bulwark of
truth against the ever-changing tide of cultural
secularism. We serve as greeters, and Kylie has
attended several WIC events. We have enjoyed
the community of believers at Sovereign
Grace through the Barnwell’s shepherding
group and having dinner with several families
of the church. We hope to get more involved
in the coming months now that Cameron
has completed his graduate studies in Civil
Engineering from NC State University.

Kylie is currently a stay-at-home mom with
our one-year-old daughter. She enjoys going
for walks with Layla, cooking and hosting
for others, playing the piano, reading, and
any other outdoor activity. Kylie and her two
siblings were homeschooled until later in high
school. She took horseback riding lessons,
dance lessons (and competed with her studio),
and learned to sew and cook from her mother.

Tell us a little more about your interests
We live in Fort Mill where Cameron is
employed as a GeoStructural Engineer/Project
Manager with Axiom Foundations. Cameron
enjoys playing the guitar, particularly to jazz
music. Cameron’s current and previous jobs

Overall, we praise God for placing us in a solid
church family, surrounding us with people who
love God’s Word and love His church.
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Dad used to fill the room with praise
These hours spent bowed above his loom,
Precenting over patterns, weaving belief
Deep into both weft and warp
Till wool was flecked with psalm
As each song shuttled, threading verse
Through two-by-two or plain
Until his finished tweed retained
Rhythyms of Kilmarnock, Stornoway
Deep within the tightness of the cloth
For a stranger to put on, unaware how faith
Was sewn within the garment; bright stitch
Among both checks and herringbone;
An active work of worship, prayer
With which my father laboured to prepare
Fabric fit for other souls to wear.

This poem was written in memory of a
father who weaved tweed on a remote
Scottish island. He sought to do all to
the glory of God, singing Gaelic psalms
to tunes like Kilmarnock and Stornoway,
as he labored as unto The Lord.
Reflecting on this poem, one man wrote,
“As I read it, I thought instinctively of
Jesus on the cross in His ‘active work of
worship,’ laboring to prepare fabric fit
for other souls to wear. His work on the
cross is done with an eye to His Father’s
glory—His death is His supreme act of
worship. All the sacrifices were ordained
and appointed within the context of
worship in the Old Testament; Calvary
is Christ’s greatest offering, His greatest
act of piety, prayer, and praise”.

