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Sheldon United Methodist 

September 2022 News Letter 

 Pastor’s Corner:  
  

 As the fall approaches and Facebook is full of pictures of children returning to school, 
I was reminded of a poem that Jan Michelson, news personality from WHO radio out of Des 
Moines, used to read at the beginning of each school year, “I Trust You’ll Treat Her Well.”  
As parents place trust in the schools to educate their children, I am reminded of the tremen-
dous responsibility the teachers, custodians, cooks, secretaries, principals and other adminis-
trators have to keep the school safe, and provide a safe learning environment.  I am also aware 
of what Jesus told his disciples about teaching the children, and not causing any to stumble or 
fall.   

 Matthew 18 begins, “At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who, then, is 
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’  He called a little child to him, and placed the child 
among them.  And he said: ‘Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little chil-
dren, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  Therefore, whoever takes the lowly posi-
tion of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  And whoever welcomes one such 
child in my name welcomes me.  If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe 
in me—to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large millstone hung around their 
neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.  Woe to the world because of the things that 
cause people to stumble! Such things must come, but woe to the person through whom they 
come!’”   

 The responsibility is for those teaching in school, and for those of us who take the re-
sponsibility to teach in our church, especially the children and youth.  I am looking forward to 
confirmation and kids club and other ways of interacting with the children and youth.  Fall is a 
time of great possibilities.  Rally Day will be on September 11!  Sunday School kicks off.  I 
hope you will pray for the teachers, for the staff, and for one another as we approach a new 
season of learning.  I can almost hear God saying, “I Trust You Will Treat Them Well.” 
speaking of all His children.  Let us worship, learn, and serve.   

  

 Come, get involved! Come and worship!   

                            Pastor Kevin Gingerich  

Our Mission: 

“To Glorify God By Making 
Disciples For Jesus Christ” 

Our Vision:  "To open our hearts and doors to all people with 
love and  acceptance; inviting them into a  relationship with 
Christ, and each other;  encouraging and empowering them as 
followers of Christ to love as He loved us; and sending them by 
the power of the Holy Spirit to live the word of God in our 
homes, community and world." 



A Message from or Ad Council Chair Dennis Gorter 

I am here as a representative of your administrative council and I was asked if I would share the discussion 
that we had at our meeting last week.  We are all aware that the town hall meetings that were held this summer 
brought up a lot of anger and hurt feelings and this is not what we intended.  We acknowledge that there are 
people in our congregation that have strong moral and religious convictions and that is good. Every member 
interprets the Bible differently and that is okay.  That is the reason we have so many different versions of the 
bible and so many different denominations.  These convictions do not make one person right or another 
wrong.  God made us this way intentionally and He is the only one that knows the true way he wants us to be.   

The first thing I want to do today is explain  why the decision was made to bring the disaffiliation vote to a 
church conference.  The Bishop and cabinet of the Iowa conference of the United Methodist Church made a 
decision to permit Iowa Methodist churches to perform gay and lesbian weddings and accept practicing homo-
sexuals as clergy.  They also allowed any Iowa Methodist Church to disaffiliate from the denomination due to 
reasons of conscience regarding this change.  They stipulated that in order to disaffiliate, a church conference 
would need to be held and a 2/3rds majority of the vote was necessary to disaffiliate.  A church voting to dis-
affiliate would need to notify the Conference Board of Trustees and its District Superintendent by December 
31st.  The Conference Board of Trustees would then notify the local church of the amount it needed to pay the 
Iowa Conference in order to disaffiliate.  By April 1st, the local church needs to provide a disaffiliation docu-
ment to the Iowa Annual Conference.  The disaffiliation would be reviewed at the annual conference in June 
of 2023 and the disaffiliation would take effect on June 30, 2023.   

The Iowa Conference of the United Methodist Church currently owns the church building, parsonage, all en-
dowment funds and general funds.  The local church currently does not own any of the assets.  The disaffilia-
tion agreement allows the local church to retain all of these assets as its own.  The payment required to disaffil-
iate would be 1 year of apportionments due subsequent to disaffiliation plus any unfunded pension obliga-
tions.  These unfunded pension obligations currently are unknown but are projected to total around $ 155,000 
and 1 year of apportionments are approximately $ 55,000. 

This is the reason why the vote is scheduled for this fall.  It is uncertain if the Iowa Conference will extend this 
offer of disaffiliation in the future and without it, if the church chose to disaffiliate, it would be required to pay 
the fair market value of the assets the church owns.  It is estimated that this value would be several million 
dollars.  The administrative council then voted to hold the recent town hall meetings to explain this disaffilia-
tion vote with the congregation.  The town hall meetings were also used to explain the positions of both the 
United and Global Methodist denominations. 

After the last town hall meeting held on Monday night, when Ron Carlson, representing the Iowa UMC and 
John representing the Global Methodist Church stood up in front of us, I felt that we had to do something 
different to try to preserve the great congregation we have.  I am proud to be a member of this church and feel 
that this church has done many great things and continues to strive to make disciples for Jesus Christ.  I talked 
with Daryl Klein briefly after the meeting and both of us were saddened to see what is happening in our 
church.  He called me the next day and said he and Susan had been praying and brainstorming of a way to pre-
serve this church and not split the congregation apart.  Both he and I felt that this was not what anyone wants 
to see happen.  He said that they wondered if we could vote to disaffiliate but with the understanding that af-
ter the vote, we would become an independent church.  I felt that this idea had merit and agreed to bring it 
before ad council.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assistant Teachers  

Needed 

We are still in need of 
three assistant teach-
ers to help teach/learn 
with the kids at Sun-
day School, we will 
have two teachers per 
room. There will be a 
teachers training 
meeting on August 31 
at 6:00 PM, supper will 
be provided. We are so 
excited to introduce 
the new curriculum!!! 

 

ADULT LEADERS WANTED 

Adult study groups are a place we grow and 
are nurtured by one another.  Over the years 
we have had many great teachers rise up to 
lead the adult education.  We are looking 
for a couple of you to step into this leader-
ship position.   

After serving as an adult education leader 
for over 14 years, Sam Peterson has decid-
ed to step down from leading, and enjoy 
being fed.   

Tony and Deb Haning will continue to lead 
one of the adult classes, and they would 
love to have others come along side them to 
teach.   

If you are interested, please let the office 
know 712-324-4894.  We want to have sev-
eral classes to offer starting on September 

Joint Missions Project  
Our circuit ministry put together a 
joint mission called Then Feed 
Just One. This will be taking place 
in Rock Rapids at the community 
building September 14th 6:30-8:00 
PM. We will be packaging food 
that will be sent to Nicaragua! 
Cost is $30 a person if anyone 
would want to sponsor our youth 
that would be a great way to par-
ticipate. We will plan to leave at 
5:30 and return at 9:00 PM 

Our Deepest Sympathy to Michelle Noack 
and their family on the passing of her un-
cle/Godfather Carl Trost.  

 May you all find comfort and peace in the 
promise of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 



CONFIRMATION 2022-2023  

 

Confirmation classes begin 
on Wednesday August 31 at 
2:30 p.m.  Pastor Kevin or 
Jacob will be in the Church 
Van on the North parking 
lot of the Middle School 
immediately following 
school to bring youth to 
class.   

 

Kaden’s Kloset Food Pantry 
The small food pantry we use to stock the Kaden’s pantry in our 
entryway is running short of  a few items.  If  you would like to 
help we could use: peas, tuna helper, hamburger helper, chicken 
helper, canned fruit, instant potatoes, pancake mix, cold cereal, 
and soups.   

The Missions Committee this 
year doing things a little differ-
ent and is doing Non-
ingathering gathering. People 
are busy so instead of  going 
out to purchase items for 
school or hygiene kits just 
place the money you would 
have in an envelope and put ei-
ther in the offering plate, 
Rosa’s Basket, or the box on 
the back table in the sanctuary 
then UMCOR can purchase 
what is needed as the regula-
tions have gotten very over-
whelming. They will collect 
through October. 

Nominations  

Do to the uncertainty of where 

we will be following the disaffilia-

tion vote on October 16th we 

have decided to delay nomina-

tions until after that vote. 

  Continued 

Duane Seehusen and I met with pastor Kevin on Wednesday morning and he was receptive to the idea.  I also dis-
cussed this with several other individuals who I know were on both sides of the issue and they also felt that this may 
be a resolution to the issue.   

I brought up the idea to our Ad Council and I was made aware that the vote on October 16th will be on only 1 issue 
and that is the disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church.  This vote will not decide on any denomination that 
we will join and does not mean that we are joining the Global Methodist denomination.  There are a lot on uncertain-
ties and questions about what the United Methodist Church is going to become and to my knowledge, currently there 
are no Global Methodist churches and there are a lot of questions to be answered regarding this new denomination.   

A motion to acknowledge that the vote is only to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church and nothing else was 
made and approved.  The ad council recognizes that the choice to becoming an independent church is going to be an 
arduous task and that there is going to be a lot of work and time spent in moving in this direction.  The motion that 
was approved also stated that the decision to join any denomination in the future would need to be approved by the 
congregation and not by administrative council.   

I have had several discussions with members of the congregation regarding this decision and have received many posi-
tive comments.  We realize that this may not satisfy everyone on this issue but we also felt that we had to do some-
thing different.  We had to try to put a halt to the disagreements within our church.  I want everyone to try to look at 
this opportunity as one to start a healing process.   

I urge everyone to respect another member’s opinions and convictions.  We are not here to judge anyone else and I 
think everyone agrees that none of us should be casting any stones.  We are all sinners and don’t deserve to accuse 
anyone else of being any less religious or biblically correct than they are.  That will only inflame the arguments that 
have arisen.  We were taught to love our neighbor as we love ourself and I am not sure we are doing that.  We all have 
a right to have our own religious beliefs and convictions and we need to be able to accept that not everyone is going 
to have the same beliefs that we have.  We all agree that we need to love one another and try to be more like Jesus and 
I want  everyone to pray about that and this issue and continue to try to work together to keep this congregation in-
tact.   

We have the ability to do great things in this church.  Our Impact Youth group has amazing attendance numbers and 
is a great example of how we fulfill our mission statement.  Our church was able to provide camperships to 26 of our 
children to attend camp this summer.  The summer lunch program was serving over 100 people each day in the last 
week.   There are so many amazing things that this church does and has done and I want to see us be able to continue 
to do this at least for another 150 years together as one congregation.   

The members of administrative council are willing to meet in small groups with others to discuss the vote in front of 
us and our vision of an independent church.  I would ask that any discussions try to focus on the issue in front of us 
and not to condemn or criticize anyone else’s religious beliefs.  We were all made different and I thank God for that.  
How boring would this world be if we were all the same.  I think our congregation has the ability to come to a deci-
sion that will keep most, if not all of us, together worshipping as one body.  Continue to talk amongst yourselves and 
try to maintain civil conversations as nothing is gained if we raise our voices and be critical of others.   

I want to tell you that I respect each and every one of your positions on this vote.  Each one of us has lived through 
different circumstances than others and we have to acknowledge that this plays a part in each of our religious convic-
tions.     

Please pray for our church and our congregation.  Ask God to bring his healing touch and ask Him to send the Holy 
Spirit down upon us to comfort us and to give us guidance on what He wants us to do.  

     Dennis Gorter 

     Administrative Council Chairperson 



 
Otto Lawson, Derick Roos, Wilma Meinecke,  Arlene Sterler, Karrine Dykstra, 
Bob Sterler, Gloria Morris, Carla Hoffman, Emilee Broesder, Kloe Rider, Duane 
Wahlstrum  

Jo Anne Fowler( mother of Steve Fowler) Connie Matoffe (Sister of Pam Buysman)  

Katherine Dunn (mother of Josephine Dunn Junius) 

Elaine  & Jim Ver Meer (Sister & Brother in law of Peter & Peter and Karin Vanden Berg)  

Sheila Lienau- (Sister of Karin Vanden Berg) Lila Rose (Cory & Ashley Hoogland’s niece 

Stephanie Fowler ( Daughter of Steve & Bernadette Fowler) 

Kay Ver Steeg (sister to Michelle Groen & Melissa Davis)  

Ruth Bonsall (mother of Janet Wahl) Ken De Groot (Jeanette Reekers son-in-law)  

Cody and Jessica Cooper (pregnancy)  Barrett Huisman (1 year old grandson of 
Brad & Martha)  
The passing of Carl Trost (uncle/Godfather of Michelle Noack)  

 
AIR FORCE: Luke Kobbe, Steven Bylsma,  Kevin Meinecke, Justin Wolthuizen   
ARMY: Daniel Mulder, Jeremy Poss, Jesse Meendering  

MARINES:  

NATIONAL GUARD: Mike Welch, Travis Postma, Dr. Ryan Becker, Dr. Josephine 
Dunn Junuis, Jeffrey Heithus                                                                    

NAVY: Dave Sarnoski, Greg Weiman, Drew Lidster, Derek Wallinga  

 
Otto & Robin Lawson- 1015 W. Sam Houston Pharr, TX 78577                                             e-mail 
ottotlawson@gmail.com  

Jane Kies, Africa University, Box 1320 Mutare, Zimbabwe, email lkies@africau.ed  

Don & Brenda Scheller- PO Box 81439, 8000 Davao City PHILIPPINES                             donald-
brenda_scheller@sil.org  

 

Fieldcrest Assisted Living: Ray Rohlfs, Mollie Parry, Marilyn King,                            
Jeanette Reekers, Thelma Van Nyhuis. 

Sanford Senior Care: Wilma Meinecke                                   

Christian Retirement Home: Lucy Hoppe, Gerald Kroon, Myrna Seamands,              
Howard & Darlene Tiemens, Mildred Robinson, Clarence Meinecke, Eleanor 
Poppema, Nancy Burley, Janus Martin, Linda Heiliger, Audrey Rol 

Other Homes: Ken Mulder, Jervis Sterler, Sherry Vander Pol, Bob & Arlene Ster-
ler, John Van Olst 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please keep our service men and women in your prayers 

Please keep our Missionaries in prayer 

Please pray for and visit our members in the Nursing Homes &                    
Assisted Living Facilities 

Summer lunch  

headlines: 
Last year we served 3,377 
meals during our 61 days of 
serving with an average of 55 
people per day.  This year we 
served 5,234 meals during our 
57 days of serving averaging 
92 people a day.  THANK 
YOU!  I am so very grateful to 
all my volunteers that took time 
out of their busy lives to an-
swer the call to help serve oth-
ers. It takes so many people to 
prepare and serve the food. I 
couldn’t have done it without 
each and every one. My volun-
teers handled everything so 
well while I was on vacation, and 
when I got sick. God blessed us 
and our program by making sure 
we had all that we needed each 
day. I had many who went above 
and beyond helping each week. I 
also had a few people who were 
there in a moments notice to 
help when we were short help-
ers. You all helped share the 
love of Jesus and bring food 
and joy to others. My load was 
made lighter, and fun was had. 
We had a great summer.  

    

   Blessings and Thanks! 
        Michelle Noack 
Children’s Ministry coordinator 

The busy Summer is officially behind 
us, and the Lord was glorified through the 
works and faith of the Impact youth group. 
First all, the mission trip to Houston was a 
massive success and lives were changed as a 
result! The most amazing part of the trip to 
me, was seeing all the youth leading and pray-
ing for individuals within the city. The adults 
did not have to push them at all, as the young 
men and women felt their calling on the week. 
Another success that we had this Summer was 
the Impact Youth Summit! We had around 
sixty youth there for an impactful and amaz-
ing evening! The event had to be moved into 
the church due to it raining and storming all 
day, but that helped all of us feel comfortable 
and it was still an awesome event. The speak-
ers had fun with the youth, as well as motivate 
them to become the men and women that God 
is calling them to be. Thank you to all who 
supported these amazing events, it is because 
of you that everything was able to happen the 
way that it should have. 

 As we look into the new year for Im-
pact with school starting, we are planning a 
lot of fun events and way to learn about Jesus 
in the upcoming months. Something new that 
we are doing this year, is having a theme for 
the youth group year, and this first one is all 
about, “Leadership”. With that being said, we 
have started a new series called, “Follower”, 
that will help us understand the importance of 
being a follower of Christ, in order to become 
the leaders that we are called to be. Finally, we 
are planning on going to a corn maze again 
this year in October. So, make sure you stay 
tuned to everything that is happening at Im-
pact and stay updated with our Impact calen-
dar at sheldonumc.org. Here’s to a blessed 
Autumn!                  Blessings, 

                                  Jacob Sandholm 



.Dear Brothers and Sisters from Camp Clear Lake District and Iowa Conference of the United Methodist 
Church, 

 It was a blessing and great joy to see many faces from the Camp Clear Lake District and the Iowa 

Conference on Sunday, August 14, 2022, in Storm Lake, IA for my Installation Service. Regardless of your 

many commitments, many of you drove from different corners of the state to celebrate with us. 

  Your support and presence made our day unique and unforgettable. I would like to thank all the 

District Superintendents, pastors, and laity for joining us in this celebration. Special thanks to our interim 

Bishop Deb, Judi Calhoon, the Camp Clear Lake Superintendency Committee, and the First, United Meth-

odist Church, Storm Lake for coordinating the service of my installation.   

  I would also like to thank you so much for your giving; the offerings for that day went to our Camp 

Ministry to support what the Lord is already doing at our Okoboji Camp. 

May the Lord we serve continue to bless us all as we work together for the well-being of the Body of Christ. 

 “I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all 

of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the 

one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 

1: 3-6  

To God be the glory. 

In Christ, 

Rev. Dr. Michel Lundula 

Please join us Sunday September 4th for a community worship time  

September Birthdays 

9-1 Niki Cooper   

 Jack Brink  

9-2   Nancy Burley 

Benjamin Goetzke 

9-3 Leona Sauer 

Howard Tiemens 

Josh Weber  

Mackensey Sexton 

Sierra George 

Alexis Reemtsma 

9-4 Duane Seehusen 

Melissa Davis 

Michelle Groen 

Rebecca McCuddin 

Emma Weber 

9-5 Ryan Sterler 

Laura Getting 

9-6 Robin Lawson 

Ariya Nieuwenhuis 

9-7 Jo Holles 

9-8 Kurtis Tatsumi 

John Van Olst 

Joann Malsed 

Aubrey Erkes 

Krista Honermann 

Margaret Benson 

9-9 Carolyn Dykstra 

Arizona George 

9-10 Kathrine Wagner 

9-11 Eli Becker 

9-12 Juanita Thaden  

Dillon Jansma  

Greg Vander Sluis  

9-14 Katie Storm 

9-15 Mary Gilbert 

Loren Kamstra 

9-17 Sam Peterson 

Makinley Adkins 

9-18 Luke Jansma  

Louis Donahue 

9-19 Jack Bartz 

Ross Bartz 

Emmet Oldenkamp 

Breklyn Adkins 

9-20 Riley Ball 

John Oldenkamp 

9-21 Charles Putnam 

9-23 Sandra Wilson 

Charles Bartz 

9-24 Pillip Klaassen 

Steven Wieseler 

Josephine Dunn Junius 

9-25 Jonathan Boone 

Adam Roelfs 

Julie Brink 

9-26 Trevor Mayer 

Alexander Zoelle 

Mildred Robinson 

9-27 Cael Noteboom 

Joan Hansen 

Tom Thaden  

9-28 Chad Brown  

9-29 Jim Johnson 

Sandy Johnoson 

9-30 Shay Kamstra 

 Areas of Service 
for September   

2022 
 

Communion 
September 4th: Peter & Ka-
rin Vanden Berg 

 

Liturgists: 
September 4th: Judy Winkel 

September 11th: Judy Nieu        
wenhuis 

September 18th: Ashley 
Hoogland 

September 25th: Ardis 
Grein 

Coffee Bar Clean 
up: 
September 4th:  

September 11th: Jim & Ju-
dy N 

September 18th:  Tony & 
Deb H 

September 25th: Fred & 
Bonnie H 

 

Worship Leader:  
September 4th: Ardis G 

September 11th: Bill B 

September 18th: Bill B 

September 25th: Ardis G 



September 2022
Sun Mon Tue Wed

   

4 
Communion  
8:30 AM Tradional 

10:00 AM Community Wor-
ship (Risefest grounds) 

5 

Church 
Closed 

6 
9:00 AM Staff  

Meeting  

6:00 PM UMW 

9:00 AM Bible Study

2:30-4:00 PM Confirmation

5:30 PM Education

Archer Pie and Ice Cream 

11 
8:30 AM Traditional  

9:30 AM Fellowship 

9:45 Am Sunday School rally 
Day  

11:00 AM Modern  

12 
9:00 AM Staff  

Meeting  

13 
10:00 AM Circuit 

Ministry 

9:00 AM Village  

14
9:00 AM Bible Study

5:30 PM Joint mission 
Project

Impact Sr High only 8

18 
8:30 AM Traditional  

9:30 AM Fellowship 

9:45 Am Sunday School  

11:00 AM Modern  

 

19 
7:30 PM Youth 

Committee 
 

5:30 PM Unity Meal Living 
Water Community Church 

20 
9:00 AM Staff  

Meeting  

 

9:00 Am Village  

 

21 
9:00 AM Bible Study

9:30 AM Mom to Mom

2:30-4:00 PM Confirmation

6:30 PM Missions

7:00 Pm Finance 

8:00 Pm Aid Council

Impact  Jr & SR

25 
8:30 AM Traditional  

9:30 AM Fellowship 

9:45 Am Sunday School  

11:00 AM Modern  

7:00 PM Youth Bible Study 

26 27 
9:00 AM Staff  

Meeting  

 

9:00 Am Village  

28
9:00 AM Bible Study

2:30-4:00 PM Confirmation

Impact JR. High 4

SR. High 8

September 2022 
Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
6:00 PM Love INC. 

2 3 

7 
9:00 AM Bible Study 

4:00 PM Confirmation 

5:30 PM Education 

Archer Pie and Ice Cream 

8 
8:30-4:00 Profession-

al interviews  

6:00 PM Love INC 

9 

 

 

10 

14 
9:00 AM Bible Study 

5:30 PM Joint mission 
Project 

Impact Sr High only 8 

15 
 

6:00 PM Love INC 

16 17 

21  

9:00 AM Bible Study 

9:30 AM Mom to Mom 

4:00 PM Confirmation 

6:30 PM Missions 

7:00 Pm Finance  

8:00 Pm Aid Council 

Impact  Jr & SR 

22 
10:30 AM Jacob Field-

crest 

 

6:00 PM Love INC 

23 24 

28 
9:00 AM Bible Study 

4:00 PM Confirmation 

Impact JR. High 4-5:30 PM 

SR. High 8-9:30 PM 

29 

 

30  


