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  Pastor     Kevin Gingerich  
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   Children’s Ministry  Michelle Noack  

  Youth Director   Jacob Sandholm  

  Worship      

  Organists       Barb Burns & Pam Kobbe  

  Secretary    Rosa Koerselman 
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Sunday Morning Worship Services 

 8:30 am & 11:00 am 

9:30 am  Fellowship/Coffee  

Church Office Hours  

Monday 8:30 am—2:30 pm  

Tuesday to Friday 8:30 am— 3:30 pm    

Phone # 712-324-4894  

E-mail: sumc@nethtc.net  

Web Address: www.sheldonumc.org  

Sheldon United Methodist 

October 2022 News Letter 

 Pastor’s Corner:  
  

 As the fall approaches and Facebook is full of pictures of children returning to school, 
I was reminded of a poem that Jan Michelson, news personality from WHO radio out of Des 
Moines, used to read at the beginning of each school year, “I Trust You’ll Treat Her Well.”  
As parents place trust in the schools to educate their children, I am reminded of the tremen-
dous responsibility the teachers, custodians, cooks, secretaries, principals and other adminis-
trators have to keep the school safe, and provide a safe learning environment.  I am also aware 
of what Jesus told his disciples about teaching the children, and not causing any to stumble or 
fall.   

 Matthew 18 begins, “At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who, then, is 
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’  He called a little child to him, and placed the child 
among them.  And he said: ‘Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little chil-
dren, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  Therefore, whoever takes the lowly posi-
tion of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  And whoever welcomes one such 
child in my name welcomes me.  If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe 
in me—to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large millstone hung around their 
neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.  Woe to the world because of the things that 
cause people to stumble! Such things must come, but woe to the person through whom they 
come!’”   

 The responsibility is for those teaching in school, and for those of us who take the re-
sponsibility to teach in our church, especially the children and youth.  I am looking forward to 
confirmation and kids club and other ways of interacting with the children and youth.  Fall is a 
time of great possibilities.  Rally Day will be on September 11!  Sunday School kicks off.  I 
hope you will pray for the teachers, for the staff, and for one another as we approach a new 
season of learning.  I can almost hear God saying, “I Trust You Will Treat Them Well.” 
speaking of all His children.  Let us worship, learn, and serve.   

  

 Come, get involved! Come and worship!   

                            Pastor Kevin Gingerich  

Our Mission: 

“To Glorify God By Making 
Disciples For Jesus Christ” 

Our Vision:  "To open our hearts and doors to all people with 
love and  acceptance; inviting them into a  relationship with 
Christ, and each other;  encouraging and empowering them as 
followers of Christ to love as He loved us; and sending them by 
the power of the Holy Spirit to live the word of God in our 
homes, community and world." 



SPECIAL CHURCH CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT!!!  

SUNDAY OCTOBER 16, 7:15 P.M.  

Members of Sheldon UMC,  

This is an announcement that there will be a special Church Conference on Sunday evening 
October 16th at 7:15 p.m. (following our annual charge conference) for the purpose of a disaf-
filiation vote.  Only members will be allowed a vote, and members must be in attendance to vote. 
Much of the motion was sent to us by the conference.  The underlined is what we have contributed 
to the motion: 

 Motion- That the Sheldon United Methodist Church disaffiliate with the Iowa Annual Conference 
of the United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements 
and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination 
or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General 
Conference, or the actions or the inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which 
follow” to become an independent congregation and will continue to follow the process as outlined 
by the Book of Discipline paragraph 2553 and as directed by the Iowa Annual Conference Board 
of Trustees. Our specific reason of conscience is our disagreement with the letter sent to clergy and 
churches “Leading Now and Into the Future”, that we believe stands in contrast to, and breaks the 
current book of Discipline paragraph #161C, we still hold all persons as sacred, but also know that 
the Bible declares homosexuality to be a sin, so this lifestyle is not compatible with Christian 
teachings.  This is our statement of conscience.    
A ”Yes” vote would be a vote in favor of disaffiliation.  

A “No” vote would be a vote to stay United Methodist  

A “Abstain” vote would be a vote to stay United Methodist  

That evening every member of Sheldon UMC who attends the special Church Conference will re-
ceive a ballot and your name will be counted.  The number of members who attend and receive a 
ballot will be counted prior to taking the vote.  There will be a calculation of the 2/3 number need-
ed to reach a vote to disaffiliate.  The ballots will be collected in the sanctuary at the time of the 
vote.  They will then be carried to a table at the front of the sanctuary and our Conference Superin-
tendent will watch as the votes are counted in front of the church conference.  The result of the 
vote will be made at the end of the count – everyone who stays will know as the tally is going up.   

 

CHARGE CONFERENCE — SUNDAY OCTOBER 16, 6:00 P.M.  

Not to be confused with the above Church Conference for the disaffiliation vote at 7:30, our annual 
Charge Conference is set for 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall of the Sheldon church.  We will be 
meeting with other churches from our Circuit, and we will be hearing the official business of the 
church for 2023.  All members are welcome to attend and participate in this official meeting of the 
church.  We set goals for 2023, elect officers, set the salaries, and adopt a working budget for 
2023.   



Circuit Ministry Report  

The Northwest Circuit is titled, “Networking With Conversation.”  We currently have 7 pastors 
and one lay person representing 10 congregations, and 3 congregations with no pastor on our cir-

cuit.  The circuits are designed to empower more ministry to happen in the area, with the meeting 
of the pastors to encourage one another and spark new ideas.  We have been meeting for 16 
months and have a wonderful fellowship.  The recent “Then Feed Just One” project was orga-
nized through our circuit.   

Proposed Goals (Ministry Action Plan) for 2023  

At our September Administrative Council we voted to present the following plan to our Charge 

Conference on Sunday October 13 at 6:00 p.m.  Those who wish to attend are invited.  (This is 
not the time of the “disaffiliation” vote.)   

Goals  

1. Train 6 people to be small covenant group leaders. 

2. Recruit at least one more adult Sunday school teacher.  

3. Put together a “transitional team” to lead us after the disaffiliation vote.  

4. Re-start an In-touch Ministry.  

Measure:   

1. The pastor will be responsible for the recruitment of 4-6 people to train, and will lead them 
for three months.  They will then be asked to recruit their own team of 4-6 people to 
lead/train for three months while continuing to meet with pastor.  The success will be de-
termined by the stating of the groups to “multiply”.   

2. The success of the recruitment of a teacher will be when we have secured someone who is 
willing to lead an Adult Sunday school class and the class is meeting.  Our staff, especial-
ly our church secretary will help with he recruitment.   

3. After the vote, Dennis Gorter (Ad. Council Chair), will work with the pastor to form a team 
of people to transition to the new church.  If we stay United Methodist this team will elect 
new officers to serve on committees, and recruit new Sunday school teachers that need to 
be replaced, and make decisions as to how to proceed with worship (one or two services, 
etc.).  If we disaffiliate this team will work to pull together a new constitution for the 
church to help re-name and register as a non-profit under the new name.  They will elect 
the officers needed and work to determine what the leadership will look like.   

4. The pastor will invite and train individuals to make home calls to shut-ins and to those who 
are recovering from illness at home, or who are new visitors to the church.  It will be a 
success when there is a team of people who can cover the calls to all of our shut-ins.   

Plan to evaluate: 

We will take time at our Administrative Council meetings to check the progress of the stated 
goals.  This will hold us accountable.   



 
Otto Lawson, Derick Roos, Wilma Meinecke,  Arlene Sterler, Karrine Dykstra, 
Bob Sterler, Gloria Morris, Carla Hoffman, Emilee Broesder, Kloe Rider, Duane 
Wahlstrum  

Jo Anne Fowler( mother of Steve Fowler) Connie Matoffe (Sister of Pam Buysman)  

Katherine Dunn (mother of Josephine Dunn Junius) 

Elaine  & Jim Ver Meer (Sister & Brother in law of Peter & Peter and Karin Vanden Berg)  

Sheila Lienau- (Sister of Karin Vanden Berg) Lila Rose (Cory & Ashley Hoogland’s niece 

Stephanie Fowler ( Daughter of Steve & Bernadette Fowler) 

Kay Ver Steeg (sister to Michelle Groen & Melissa Davis)  

Ruth Bonsall (mother of Janet Wahl) Ken De Groot (Jeanette Reekers son-in-law)  

Cody and Jessica Cooper (pregnancy)  Barrett Huisman (1 year old grandson of Brad 
& Martha)  

 
AIR FORCE: Luke Kobbe, Steven Bylsma,  Kevin Meinecke, Justin Wolthuizen   AR-
MY: Daniel Mulder, Jeremy Poss, Jesse Meendering  

MARINES:  

NATIONAL GUARD: Mike Welch, Travis Postma, Dr. Ryan Becker, Dr. Josephine 
Dunn Junuis, Jeffrey Heithus                                                                    

NAVY: Dave Sarnoski, Greg Weiman, Drew Lidster, Derek Wallinga  

 
Otto & Robin Lawson- 1015 W. Sam Houston Pharr, TX 78577   e-mail ottotlawson@gmail.com  

Jane Kies, Africa University, Box 1320 Mutare, Zimbabwe, email lkies@africau.ed  

Don & Brenda Scheller- PO Box 81439, 8000 Davao City PHILIPPINES   donald-
brenda_scheller@sil.org  

 

Fieldcrest Assisted Living: Ray Rohlfs, Mollie Parry, Marilyn King,                            
Jeanette Reekers, Thelma Van Nyhuis, Marie Pomerenke 

Sanford Senior Care: Wilma Meinecke                                   

Christian Retirement Home: Lucy Hoppe, Gerald Kroon, Myrna Seamands,              
Howard & Darlene Tiemens, Mildred Robinson, Clarence Meinecke, Eleanor 
Poppema, Nancy Burley, Janus Martin, Linda Heiliger 

Other Homes: Ken Mulder, Jervis Sterler, Sherry Vander Pol, Bob & Arlene Ster-
ler, John Van Olst 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please keep our service men and women in your prayers 

Please keep our Missionaries in prayer 

Please pray for and visit our members in the Nursing Homes &                    
Assisted Living Facilities 

Our deepest Sympathy to Janet 
Wahl on the passing of her mother 
Ruth Bonsall! 

Snacks needed 
Please think about donating snacks for Sun-

day School, kids club and confirmation! 

Snacks most desired are: fruit snacks, 

cheese its, goldfish, fruit loops, popcorn, 

teddy grahams, pretzels, vanilla wafers, 

scooby snacks, Frosted animal crackers, 

Oreos, chocolate chip cookies, Rice Krispy 

bars, Chex mix cereal and lemonade. There 

is a snack wish list board to take a reminder 

slip and two buckets in the entry way to 

place donated items into! Your donations 

are greatly appreciated. 

Modern Jesus  

• Preaches only on love  

• Gives you health & wealth 

• Never says anything negative 

• Loved & accepted by the 
world 

• Serves your will, not God’s 
will 

• Hates to offend you or others 

Biblical Jesus  

• Preaches God’s righteousness  

• Gives salvation, hope, peace, 
& joy  

• Warns of  sin, judgment & 
hell 

• Hated & despised by the 
world 

• Exalts God the Father’s will 

• Offends the world with the 
truth  

Meat 
Do you enjoy hanging out with other 
men that share common interests? 
Fishermen love to swap stories & 
hunters like to share their latest big 
kill. Whatever your interests, chances 
are there are other men that enjoy the 
"thing" that you do as well. Come 
hang out and enjoy a FREE meal and 
"meet" some other men at "MEAT!" 
There will be a great speaker while we 
have lunch and a corn hole tourna-
ment to follow if you are interested. 
Sponsored by RISE Ministries. October 
22, at 12-3:00 PM located at the 
Risefest Festival Grounds! Please reg-
ister for the event by going to this 
link.  

https://Meneatinganimalstogether.ev
entbrite.com 

Any questions please contact Kris Lien 
(712)324-1500  or by email 

krislien1@gmail.com 

https://Meneatinganimalstogether.eventbrite.com
https://Meneatinganimalstogether.eventbrite.com


October is Pastor appreciation month. Lets show 
pastor Kevin our appreciation during this month.  

Junior high youth group will be going to 

the Solsma’s Punkin patch on October 5th 

they will be leaving at 3:45 PM and 

should return around 5:45 PM. Senior 

High will be going on October 12th they 

will leave at  7:00 PM and return around 

9:15 PM! 

October  Birthdays 

   
 1     George Davis 

           Greta Giese 

          Carole Ten Braak 

          Cooper Meyer-Vander      
                    
          Sluis 

   

   2      Matt Radke 

           Patrick Bucher 

           Emarie Sterler 

    

    4 Teddy Smith 

    

     6 Sheryl Weber 

 Lydia Giese 

     

     8 Bonnie Hilbrands 

 Tysa Adkins 

   

    10 Dave Popkes 

   

    11 Travis Sterler 

 Abby Otto 

 Riley Hoogland 

   

    12 Bev Andringa 

 Aaron Reemtsma 

   

    13 Luan McQuown 

    

    15  Oliver George 

    

    17 Shirley Muecke 

 Duane Wahlstrom 

 Connie Pennings 

  

     

 17   Tom Blain 

Cont. Jenepher Ennema 

 Rachel McQuirck 

    19 Ryan Dorsman 

 Christina Goetzke 

 

    20 Luke Kobbe 

 Jesse Hickman 

 

    22 Mikayla Steeg 

 

    24 Evelyn Boone 

 Levi Gottula 

 Michelle Simpson 

 

    25 Sarah Van Litsen 
  borgh 

 

    26 Kameron Kleinhes
         
  selink 

 

     27 Marcia Roos 

 Jeremy Thaden 

 

    28 Renae Merley 

 Barb Merley 

Arlene Sterler 

Ire Wieseler 

 

    30 Dallas Ennema 

 Payton Radke 

 

    31 Roger Boone 

 Anthony Davis 

 Kevin Cocke 

Pastor Kevin will be in 

Kolona, IA for his fathers 

90th birthday October 7-

10! 

Jacob will be changing 
his hours at the Church 
for a bit he will be tak-
ing Mondays off and 
working Fridays instead! 

No deliveries - come and 
fellowship with others  

    Monday, October 17 

Unity meal  

at Living Water Community 
Church. 

 After your meal you may 
pick up some 

free groceries to take 
home. 

5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 



October 2022
Sun Mon Tue Wed 
    

2        Communion 

8:30 AM Traditional 

9:30 AM Fellowship 

9:45 AM Sunday School 

11:00 AM Modern 

8:00 PM Youth Bible Study   

 

3 

7:00 PM Trustee’s 

 

4 

9:00 Am Staff  

9:00 AM Village  

5       9:00 AM Bible Study

9:30 AM Mom to Mom

2:30 PM Conformation

4:00 PM JR. Impact Corn Maze

5:00 PM Bells 

5:30 PM Education

8:00 PM SR Impact

9 

8:30 AM Traditional 

9:30 AM Fellowship 

9:45 AM Sunday School 

11:00 AM Modern 

8:00 PM Youth Bible Study   

10 11 

9:00 Am Staff  

9:00 AM Village  

 

12       9:00 AM Bible Study

2:30 PM Conformation

4:00 PM JR. Impact

5:00 PM Bells 

6:30 PM Missions

8:00 PM SR Impact Corn Maze

16      8:30 AM Traditional 

9:30 AM Fellowship 

9:45 AM Sunday School 

11:00 AM Modern 

6:00 PM Charge Conference 

7:15 PM Church Vote  

8:00 PM Youth Bible Study   

17 

9:00 Am Staff  

7:30 PM Youth Commissions  

18 

10:00 Circuit Ministry  

9:00 AM Village  

6:00 PM UMW 

3:30-5:00PM  

      3rd & 4th grade Kids Club 

19 

9:00 AM Bible Study

9:30 AM Mom to Mom

2:30 PM Conformation

4:00 PM JR. Impact

5:00 PM Bells 

8:00 PM SR Impact

23 

8:30 AM Traditional 

9:30 AM Fellowship 

9:45 AM Sunday School 

11:00 AM Modern 

8:00 PM Youth Bible Study   

24 25 

9:00 Am Staff  

9:00 AM Village  

3:30-5:00PM  

       3rd & 4th grade Kids Club 

26     9:00 AM Bible Study

2:30 PM Conformation

4:00 PM JR. Impact

5:00 PM Bells 

7:30 Ad Council  

8:00 PM SR Impact

30 

8:30 AM Traditional 

9:30 AM Fellowship 

9:45 AM Sunday School 

11:00 AM Modern 

8:00 PM Youth Bible Study   

31   

Sunday school 
We started Sunday school on September 11th. Rally day was 
well attended with 65 children, teachers, and helpers. 46 of 
those were children. We are so thankful to all the teachers 
who stepped up to lead class again this year. The second 
week of Sunday school the adult class started up which 
brought our numbers up to 72 total. This is a great start to 
the year. Children’s Sunday school is excited to be using a 
new curriculum again this year. It is called “Grow children” 
and “Grow Students”.  Each month has a different series we 
will cover. There is a memory verse for the month as well as 
a theme. The children will also be learning about spiritual 
disciplines and how to put those into practice in their lives. 
There are many parent resources to help the children grow in 
their faith at home as well. This month 6th grade and down 
will be covering a series called “Roar”. The 7th & 8th grade will 
be covering a series called “The Exchange” Adult class is 
called “Christ Above All” 

 We were back to some normalcy in the month of September for Impact. Through the 
months of July and August we were blessed with the opportunities to go on a mission trip and 
have the Impact Youth Summit. When September came, Impact in our own church became the 
focus once again. Each Wednesday night, we would have Jr. High Impact at 4-5:30 PM and Sr. 
High Impact from 8-9:30 PM. Through the last four weeks, we’ve been in a series called, 
“Follower”, which is exactly what it sounds like! We discussed various people in the Bible and 
how they first had to follow God, in order to become the leaders that God was calling them to 
be. This year’s theme for Impact is leadership, so this has been a great series to start them off 
on. As we look into the month of October, we are excited for a couple of opportunities. First, 
we will be going to Solsma’s Pumpkin Patch with the Jr. High on October 5 at 4 Pm, and we 
are trying to plan on a night for the Sr. High still because they are going to be busy this 
month! On Wednesday, October 12, “Fields of Faith” will be happening on the Sheldon Orab 
football field, which most of our youth group will be at. We also will be cheering on our volley-
ball girls as regionals begin this month. So, as you can see, October will be a much busier 
month in terms of events, however, Jesus will still be at the forefront of everything we do. 
Thank you so much for reading this and continuing to support our youth. Blessings. 

 -Jacob Sandholm 



Bells are starting again! 

 They are looking for a few more peo-
ple who would be interested in joining  
them.  If  you are interested please call 
324-4893 or email sumc@nethtc.net 
or contact Sue Missman at 324-0170 
or Janus Martin at 324-2643. 

Need Help with Medicare open en-
rollment? 

Carol Brinkert 

Email: shiipobriencounty@gmail.com 

Phone Number: (712) 957-5579 

 

Medicare Open Enrollment is from October 15th to 
December 7th. Schedule an appointment with your 
local SHIIP-SMP volunteer counselor by calling 712-
957-5579 to review your current Part D or Medicare 
Advantage plan. Coverage, premiums, copays, and 
networks can change every year. Open Enrollment is 
the time to ensure your plan best meets your needs.  

Then Just One Ser-
vice project: 

11 Youth and 2 adults went 
and together with the others 
they helped package 40,088 
meals that will be sent to help 
feed many people in Nicara-

Missions Committee is still collecting 

money for supplies for health /school 

kits. There are envelopes and a box on 

the back  table in the northex to put the 

donation's, otherwise it can go in the of-

fering plate or in Rosa’s basket. Just 

please specify its for UMCOR.   

Thank you for your willingness to help 

others! 

Areas of Service for  

October                   
 

Liturgists: 
October 2– Steve Fowler 

October 9– Judy Nieuwenhuis 

October 16– Judy Winkel 

October 23– Barb Merley 

October 30– Matt Rusche 

 

Coffee Bar Clean up: 
October 2–Mary Dunn 

October 9– Barb Merley 

October 16– Judy Winkel 

October 23– Sharon Duncason 

October 30– Melissa Davis 

 

Worship Leader:  
October 2–Ardis Grein 

October 9– Ardis Grein 

October 16– Bill Boscaljon 

October 23– Bill Boscaljon 

October 30– Bill Boscaljon 

October 2022 
Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

5       9:00 AM Bible Study 

9:30 AM Mom to Mom 

2:30 PM Conformation 

4:00 PM JR. Impact Corn Maze 

 

5:30 PM Education 

8:00 PM SR Impact 

6 

6:00 PM Love INC. 

7 

4:00-7:00  PM Arlene Streler Birth-

day Party  

8 

12       9:00 AM Bible Study 

2:30 PM Conformation 

4:00 PM JR. Impact 

 

6:30 PM Missions 

8:00 PM SR Impact Corn Maze 

13 

6:00 PM Love INC. 

14 15 

9:00 AM Bible Study 

9:30 AM Mom to Mom 

2:30 PM Conformation 

4:00 PM JR. Impact 

 

8:00 PM SR Impact 

20 

9:30 AM Quilters 

6:00 PM Love INC. 

3:30-5:00PM  

     5th & 6th Grade Kids Club 

21 22 

26     9:00 AM Bible Study 

2:30 PM Conformation 

4:00 PM JR. Impact 

 

7:30 Ad Council  

8:00 PM SR Impact 

27 

6:00 PM Love INC. 

3:30-5:00PM  

     5th & 6th Grade Kids Club 

28 29 

   

mailto:shiipobriencounty@gmail.com

