
 
Church Staff : 
  Pastor     Kevin Gingerich  

  Assimilation    Barb Popkes 

   Children’s Ministry  Michelle Noack  

  Youth Director   Jacob Sandholm  

  Worship     Mark Richards  

  Organists       Barb Burns & Pam Kobbe  

  Secretary    Cindy Gries  

  Facilities Maintenance  Mark Richards  

  Part-time Custodian Ron Noack 

Sunday Morning Worship Services 

 8:30 am & 11:00 am 

9:30 am  Fellowship/Coffee  

Church Office Hours  

Monday to Thursday 8:30 am— 3:30 pm    

Friday 8:30 am—12:30 pm  

Phone # 712-324-4894  

E-mail: sumc@nethtc.net  

Web Address: www.sheldonumc.org  

Sheldon United Methodist 

October 2021 News Letter 

 Pastor’s Corner  
Fall is coming! It began on September 22.  Looking around at the trees beginning 
to lose leaves, and other trees’ leaves turning colors I get excited.  On my drive to 
my son’s home this past week, I saw pumpkin patches open, and the big orange 
gourds are beautiful.  I think of jack-o-lanterns and pumpkin pie.   
Sue and I chose to live in Iowa because of the beauty in the change of seasons.  
Each season holds its own beauty.  I enjoy the new life of Spring, the warm (hot) 
days of Summer and the growth it brings, the cool nights of Fall and the changing 
of colors, and the white blanket of snow in Winter.  Each season was created by 
God, who designed the world so that it could reproduce, feed, and nurture the 
creatures on the earth.   
Just this past week my grandsons were picking up acorns and hickory nuts – they 
were acting like squirls. It brought laughter to my soul and great memories of my 
own children and my childhood.   
All this reflection is for the purpose of brining to your memory that we are living 
in a world of change.  Change is good.  Change is necessary, and it helps with 
growth.  Sometimes that growth is uncomfortable and causes some pain and              
frustration.  And that pain and frustration too is good for growth.   
2 Corinthians 1:3-7 reads, “3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in 
all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we 
ourselves receive from God. 5 For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of 
Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. 6 If we are distressed, it is for 
your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which  
produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. 7 And our 
hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so 
also you share in our comfort.”   
Your life experiences can be used to help others through their life encounters.  We 
are here to help one another as the body of Christ.   
I find the one thing that is stable and never changes is God our Father.  He is the 
same yesterday today and forever.   
Hebrews 13:6-8 say, “6 So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will 
not be afraid.  What can mere mortals do to me?” 7 Remember your leaders, who 
spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and               
imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”   
God still is on the throne, and He desires the worship of our souls.  So come and 
celebrate with us together.   
      Pastor Kevin Gingerich 

Our Mission: 

“To Glorify God By Making 
Disciples For Jesus Christ” 

Our Vision:  "To open our hearts and doors to all people with 
love and  acceptance; inviting them into a  relationship with 
Christ, and each other;  encouraging and empowering them as 
followers of Christ to love as He loved us; and sending them by 
the power of the Holy Spirit to live the word of God in our 
homes, community and world." 



 
Sue Radke      

Karrine Dykstra   Bob Sterler    Gloria Morris  

 Kevin Roth (brother in –law to Rick & Pam Kobbe)  

Wilma Meinecke   Jason Seehusen  Carla Hoffmann    

 Stephanie Fowler ( Daughter of Steve & Bernadette Fowler) 

Kay Ver Steeg (sister to Michelle Groen & Melissa Davis)  

Carl Trost (Uncle of Michelle Noack)  

Colleen Holtrop & Elaine VerMeer (Sisters of Karin VandenBerg)             

Lila Rose (Cory & Ashley Hoogland’s niece)  

Charlie Lienau (Brother in Law of Peter & Karin Vanden Berg) 

 
AIR FORCE: Luke Kobbe, Steven Bylsma,  Kevin Meinecke, Justin Wolthuizen   
ARMY: Daniel Mulder, Jeremy Poss, Jesse Meendering, Brett Koerselman          
MARINES: NATIONAL GUARD: Eric Koerselman, Josh Weber, Mike Welch, Travis 
Postma, Paul Sanders, Dr. Ryan Becker, Dr. Josephine Dunn Junuis, Jeffrey 
Heithus NAVY: Dave Sarnoski, Greg Weiman, Drew Lidster, Derek Wallinga  

 
Otto Lawson- 1015 W. Sam Houston Pharr, TX 78577                                             
e-mail ottotlawson@gmail.com  

Jane Kies, Africa University, Box 1320 Mutare, Zimbabwe,                                  
email lkies@africau.ed  

Don & Brenda Scheller- PO Box 81439, 8000 Davao City PHILIPPINES                             
donald-brenda_scheller@sil.org  

 
Fieldcrest Assisted Living: Ray Rohlfs, Mollie Parry, Marilyn King, Joyce Adkins, 
Mele & Jeanette Reekers 

Sanford Senior Care: Ida Andringa, Wilma Meinecke                                   

Christian Retirement Home: Lucy Hoppe, Gerald Kroon, Myrna Seamands,              
Howard & Darlene Tiemens, Mildred Robinson, Clarence Meinecke, Eleanor 
Poppema, Nancy Burley, Janus Martin 

Cobble Creek  

Other Homes: Ken Mulder, Jervis Sterler  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please keep our service men and women in your prayers 

Please keep our Missionaries in prayer 

Please pray for and visit our members in the Nursing Homes &                    
Assisted Living Facilities 

UMW Election Day 

                                            Soup & Pie Supper 

Tuesday, November 2nd 

    Serving from 4:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

                                          Serving Chicken Noodle, Chili,   and                       

       Vegetable Beef  Soups 

              &Homemade Pies 

News from IMPACT: Hello everyone! What a great month we had in September. Many of 
our weeks in September were “normal” you could say, as we have been getting into our 
youth lesson series called, “The Struggle”. The kids have really enjoyed the series and 
learning more about the truth of God’s Word. Also, the youth group helped make                 
pancakes at a pancake breakfast for Rally Day at the church. This helped raise close to 
$400 for Impact, which will go towards the Houston Mission Trip for next Summer. As we 
end the Summer, we can feel the weather getting cooler and are officially into the Fall 
season for this year. With that being said, there are a lot of “Impactful” events happening 
in the month of October that we are getting very excited for. First of all, the youth group 
will be headed to Hoefling’s Pumpkin Patch on October 6th to go through the corn maze. 
The Jr. High will be going from 4-6 pm, while the Sr. High will be there from 7-9 Pm. The 
next week, there will be an FCA event at Northwestern College for all High School aged 
kids on October 13th. Going to the fourth week of October, we will be having our first ever      
Halloween Costume Party in both Jr. High and Sr. High. So, as you can see, we have a 
very busy month, but we wouldn’t want it any other way, no matter what we do, the goal 
is always to make a God-sized Impact on this community and beyond.   

We started up our Kids Club in the last week of     
September. Our third and fourth grade meet on 
Tuesday. Our fifth and sixth grade meet on       
Thursday. We are going to be learning a lot this year! 
We will start by learning how to read our Bibles. We 
have purchased new Bibles so that all of the children 
that come can read from a Bible, and that we are all 
reading the same version. These Bibles will remain at 
the church. We will learn about Passover,           
Communion, Advent, Baptism, and Jesus birth. These 
things will be what we learn through the end of 
2021. We will make it fun and interactive to help the 
children to better under-stand our faith and all that 

it includes. We will also be including a time of worship into our kids club time! We are still 
seeking people to join us during this time as a helper. We need extra hands, and eyes on 
what we expect to be large groups this year.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjYqfaDnrTWAhXm7IMKHSL6B8oQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdiysolarpanelsv.com%2Ffall-clipart-tumblr.html&psig=AFQjCNE64vbjP6JwPs8Q5u_9f9tMbYarUQ&ust=1506012928603258


Memories – Sharing Your Story of Us 
On August 21, 2022 the congregation will 
officially celebrate 150 years of ministry.  
Leading up to that, we would like to share 
member’s memories of the congregation.  If 
you have a memory that you would like to 
share, please send it to the church office via 
e-mail, or the mail, or bringing it in.          
Starting in January (so we need some by  
December 14) we will be including some 
memories in our Newsletter.  We hope you 
will share.  New members have a rich          
blessing for us too.  We are also hoping to 
put together a small booklet of those      
memories for  our celebration!   

Sunday School has started up! We had a very good turn out 
for our first day of Sunday school. We were so happy to see so 
many back! We met our teachers, sang some songs, and found 
our classrooms. We had 33 children, and we have 15 teachers! 
After spending some time in our rooms, we dismissed so that 
the families could enjoy some pan-cakes together. It was a 
good morning filled with fellowship and we are excited to 
learn all about God. All grades up to 2nd Grade will be            
learning about Noah during the first two weeks, Ruth and         
Naomi on the third, and on the fourth week they will learn 
about Joshua. Third grade through sixth grade will be learning 
about Rahab on the first two weeks, and Joshua the third and 

fourth weeks. The seventh and eighth grade will be learning about “The Truth”. Through 
these lessons big and small will learn how God works through people and how God gives 
us courage. We had 40 kids come for our first day of lessons! God is moving in mighty 
ways here at our church. I can’t wait to see what he has instore for us all. A big thank 
you to all of our teachers who stepped up this year to help us all learn and grow in our 
knowledge and relationship with God.  

Help Needed: We need to hire  another paid 
Nursery worker, so everyone will only have 
to be in the nursery every 4 weeks. Also we 
need some nursery helpers to assist the paid 
employee during both services. The more                       
volunteers the fewer times you will be   
needed to help. This can be high school             
students and you can earn community            
service hours for graduation. If you are    
interested in either of the positions please 
contact the church office at 324-4894 or talk 
to Michelle Noack. 

The Finance Committee will be using 
the theme “Step Up 2022 – All That I 
Need” as our fall campaign.  2022 is our 
150th year of continuous ministry in            
Sheldon as Methodists.  We will be           
remembering the past and looking to the 
future.  As we do this we hope to           
increase the ministry of the                     
congregation.  It will take all of us pulling 
together and looking for ways we can 
support the ministry and one another.  Be 
praying for ways you can increase your 
support, whether through deeper             
prayers, more presence, increased giving, 
stronger service, or a more powerful              
witness.  God gives us all we need, and 
calls us to love Him with all our heart, 
soul, strength and mind, and to love our 
neighbors as ourselves.  The campaign is 
Nov. 7 – 21.  Nov.21 will be our               
commitment Sunday.  As you get          
communications from the church, know 
that your pledges help us to plan more 
fully.  Thank you for your support.   

Pastor Appreciation Month: October is Pastor Appreciation month. Please remember 
to show your appreciation for all that Pastor  Kevin does for our congregation. You can 
drop him a note, bake him a goodie or give him a phone call.  

1. George Davis 19. Ryan Dorsman  

1. Greta Giese 19. Christina Goetzke 

1. Carole Ten Braak 19. Addison Grant 

1. Cooper Meyer Vander 
Sluis 

20. Luke Kobbe 

2. Matt Radke 20. Jesse Hickman 

2. Patrick Bucher 22. Mikayla Steeg 

2. Emarie Sterler 24. Evelyn Boone 

4. Teddy Smith 24. Levi Gottula 

6. Sheryl Weber 25. Sarah Van Litsenborgh 

6. Lydia Giese 26. Kameron Kleinhesselink 

7. Staci Kleinhesselink 27. Marcia Roos 

7. Melanie Roelfs 27. Jeremy Thaden 

7. Chris Otto 28. Renae Merley 

8. Bonnie Hilbrands  28. Barb Merley 

8. Tysa Adkins  28. Arlene Sterler 

10. Dave Popkes 28. Irie Weiseler 

11. Travis Sterler 30. Dallas Ennema 

11. Abby Otto 30. Payton Radke 

11. Riley Hoogland 31. Roger Boone 

12. Bev Andringa 31. Anthony Davis 

12. Aaron Reemtsma 31. Kevin Cocke 

13. Luan McQuown  

15. Oliver George 

17. Shirley Muecke 

17. Duane Wahlstrom 

17. Connie Pennings 

17. Tom Blain 

17. Jenepher Ennema 

October Birthdays 

Mark your calendar for an 
event you won’t want to 
miss!! On November 7th 
starting 2 pm the youth 
will be sponsoring this fun 
event for the families to 
experience together! This 
event is planned until 5 
pm. It is a free event, but 
the youth will be                
accepting donations to go 
towards their mission trip 
to Houston Texas next               
summer. Families who            
visit Heroes Unmasked will 
play a variety of            
carnival-type games that 
will help them explore 
some famous heroes of 
the Bible. Best of all, 
they’ll see how those                
heroes trusted God and 
experienced his love. And 
they’ll experience God’s 
love, too!  

All Saints Sunday –  November 7  
 

Each year we have a Sunday to remember the saints 
whom have died in the past year.  That Sunday will be 
November 7 this year.  At our 8:30 service we will be 
lighting a candle to remember those who have gone to 
be with Jesus this past year.  It is a time to reflect on 
the saints of God who have gone before us and who are 
now a part of what Hebrews 12 states are a “great 
cloud of witnesses.”   



Sun Mon Tue Wed  

3)8:30 am Traditional         
9:30 am Fellowship 
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Modern  
2:00 pm UMW Program 
7:00 pm Youth Bible 
Study 

4) 

 

7:00 pm Trustees Mtg. 

5) 

 

9:00 am Staff 

 

6:00 pm UMW Board Mtg. 

6)9:00 am Bible Study
9:30 am Mom to Mom
2:30 pm Confirmation
 4:00 pm Jr. High Impact
5:00 pm Bells
5:30 pm Education Mtg.
8:00 pm Sr. High Impact

10)  8:30 am Traditional         
9:30 am Fellowship 
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Modern  
7:00 pm Youth Bible 
Study 
   
 

11) 

  

  
 
 

12) 

9:00 am Staff 

 10:00 am Circuit Mtg. 

  
 
  
 

13) 9:00 am Bible Study
9:00 am Sewing Group
 2:30 pm Confirmation
4:00 pm Jr. High Impact
5:00 pm Bells
6:30 pm Missions Mtg.
8:00 pm Sr. High Impact
 

17) 8:30 am Traditional          
9:30 am Fellowship 
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 am Modern/Baptism  
 12:00 pm Oldenkamp’s  
using FH 
 7:00 pm Youth Bible Study 

18) 
 
 7:30 pm Youth Commission 
 
  

 

 

 19) 

9:00 am Staff 

   

  
  
 
 

20)9:00 am Bible Study
 9:30 am Mom to Mom

2:30 pm Confirmation 
 4:00 pm Jr. High Impact
5:00 pm Bells
8:00 pm Sr. High Impact
 
 

24)8:30 am Traditional         
9:30 am Fellowship 
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Modern  
2:00 pm Charge Conference 
4:00 pm Youth Bible Study 
  

25) 

 
 
  

26) 

    

 9:00 am Staff 

 
  

27) 
9:00 am Sewing Group
2:00 pm Confirmation
4:00 pm Jr. High Impact
5:00 pm Bells
8:00 pm Sr. High Impact
  

31) 8:00 am Soup Prep 
8:30 am Traditional          
9:30 am Fellowship 
9:45 am Sunday School  
11:00 am Modern  
7:00 pm Youth Bible 
Study 

 

October  2021 

Charge Conference is Sunday, Oct. 24, 2021 at 2:00 pm.  This year Sheldon hosts charge conference for the churches in our newly formed Circuit. The               
Circuit is designed to help us work together to support one another in ministry and to dream new ways we can be in ministry t
when you come put on some Hawaiian garb.  We will have fun!  At charge conference, we will be setting goals for 2022.  They a
giving return to pre-Covid numbers. 2) Train 6 leaders to develop 3 small study or mission groups.  3) Return to our In Touch Mi
from our members. As you can see, our goals can only be met if we work together as a congregation.  So please find ways you c
another.  The Administrative Council recognizes that the scripture Jesus spoke, 
therefore, to send laborers into the field.”  Is very true right now for the Sheldon UMC.  So we ask for your prayers to raise up more workers.  And for you to listen 
to God’s call on your life for ways you can be involved in serving in ministry at the church.  

Wed  Thu Fri Sat 

)9:00 am Bible Study 
9:30 am Mom to Mom 
2:30 pm Confirmation 
4:00 pm Jr. High Impact 
5:00 pm Bells 
5:30 pm Education Mtg. 
8:00 pm Sr. High Impact 

7) 
9:00 am Rhoda Circle F/H 
  

6:00 pm Love INC 

  

1) 
 
 
_________________  

8)5:00 pm Wedding 
Rehearsal 

2) 

   

_______________
_ 

9)4:00 pm Wedding 

9:00 am Bible Study 
9:00 am Sewing Group 
2:30 pm Confirmation 

4:00 pm Jr. High Impact 
5:00 pm Bells 
6:30 pm Missions Mtg. 
8:00 pm Sr. High Impact 

14)  
  

11:30 am Ministerial Assoc. 
 6:00 pm Love INC 

 
  

  

15) 

 
  

 
 
 
  

16)   

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

9:00 am Bible Study 
9:30 am Mom to Mom 

2:30 pm Confirmation  
4:00 pm Jr. High Impact 

5:00 pm Bells 
8:00 pm Sr. High Impact 

 21) 
 10:00 am Quilters 
    
6:00 pm Love INC 
  

  
  

22) 

  

  

 
  
  
 

23) 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

9:00 am Sewing Group 
2:00 pm Confirmation 
4:00 pm Jr. High Impact 
5:00 pm Bells 
8:00 pm Sr. High Impact 

28)  

  6:00 pm Love INC 
 
  
 

 

29) 

  
 
 
  

30) 
 
  
 
  

October  2021  

This year Sheldon hosts charge conference for the churches in our newly formed Circuit. The               
Circuit is designed to help us work together to support one another in ministry and to dream new ways we can be in ministry together.  We invite you to come, and 
when you come put on some Hawaiian garb.  We will have fun!  At charge conference, we will be setting goals for 2022.  They are: 1) See attendance and          

Covid numbers. 2) Train 6 leaders to develop 3 small study or mission groups.  3) Return to our In Touch Ministry.  4) Have monthly testimonies 
from our members. As you can see, our goals can only be met if we work together as a congregation.  So please find ways you can serve Christ by serving one         
another.  The Administrative Council recognizes that the scripture Jesus spoke, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

Is very true right now for the Sheldon UMC.  So we ask for your prayers to raise up more workers.  And for you to listen 
s call on your life for ways you can be involved in serving in ministry at the church.   


