
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Our Mission: “To Glorify God 
By Making Disciples For Jesus 

Sheldon United Methodist 
 May 2020 Newsletter 

Our Vision: "To open our hearts and doors to all people 
with love and acceptance; inviting them into a 
relationship with Christ, and each other; encouraging 
and empowering them as followers of Christ to love as 
He loved us; and sending them by the power of the Holy 
Spirit to live the word of God in our homes, community. 

Church Staff 

 Pastor    Kevin Gingerich 

 Assimilation    Barb Popkes 

 Children’s Ministry   Michelle Noack 

 Youth Director   Jacob Sandholm 

 Worship     Mark Richards 

 Organists    Barb Burns & Pam Kobbe 

 Secretary    Cindy Gries 

 Custodian    Warren Wallinga 

Sunday Morning Worship Services 

8:30 am & 11:00 am 9:30 am Fellowship/Coffee 

Church Office Hours 

Monday to Thursday 8:30 am— 3:30 pm                                  
Friday 8:30 am—12:30 pm  

                                 Phone # 712-324-4894 

 E-mail: sumc@nethtc.net 
Web Address: www.sheldonumc.org 

Pastor’s Corner  
God	is	in	control!		He	has	this,	friends.		During	the	past	six	weeks,	as	we	have	been	distancing	
ourselves	in	order	to	protect	the	health	of	our	community,	God	has	been	in	control	of	our	lives.		
Our	hind-sight	is	truly	20/20.			
For	instance,	last	November	when	Wil	came	into	my	ofGice	and	said,	“Pastor,	I	hate	to	say	this,	but	I	
think	it	is	time	for	me	to	pursue	full	time	employment	at	the	Village.”		My	heart	sank,	and	I	
personally	went	into	a	panic	mode.		I	truly	admired	the	way	Wil	could	play	piano,	sing,	and	lead	
worship.		I	counted	on	him	to	be	the	spiritual	leader	of	our	youth.		I	asked	how	long	he	would	
continue,	and	he	gave	his	two-week	notice	that	ended	December	1,	but	he	added	that	he	would	
continue	to	volunteer,	and	remain	semi	employed	until	we	found	someone	to	replace	him.		He	
even	said	he	would	be	the	best	“volunteer”	the	church	has	ever	seen	when	we	get	new	leadership.		
(And	he	continues	to	help	lead	worship	and	sing	which	is	a	blessing.)		Wil	even	went	to	the	extent	
of	contacting	Mark	to	let	him	know	of	the	vacancy.			
I	still	was	nervous	about	the	change,	and	I	reacted	very	quickly	to	try	to	get	someone,	or	a	couple	
of	people,	in	place	for	the	new	year.		We	had	excellent	applicants,	and	when	the	staff	parish	
relations	committee	moved	quickly	to	hire	Jacob	and	Mark,	I	marveled.			
What	I	was	not	aware	of,	but	what	God	was	preparing	for,	was	this	COVID	19	pandemic.		We	now	
have	two	employees	who	are	very	comfortable	with	advanced	technology,	whom	have	stepped	
into	new	roles	to	be	able	to	help	continue	to	connect	the	church	with	the	pastor	through	live	
streamed	services.		And	we	now	have	a	worship	coordinator	that	can	dedicate	extra	time	just	to	
worship.		We	have	a	youth	director	who	can	connect	with	our	youth	via	Zoom	meetings,	and	his	
focus	is	solely	on	the	youth.		Their	attention	is	not	divided,	and	they	are	truly	a	Godsend	in	this	
time	of	unease.			
I	have	full	conGidence	that	Wil	could	have	also	helped	meet	these	needs,	but	with	his	job	with	the	
Village	and	their	policy	of	restrictions	during	this	time,	it	feels	like	we	have	a	very	God	blessed	
opportunity.			
Over	the	past	few	weeks	of	a	limited	leadership	team	in	worship	I	miss	Wil	and	all	the	other	
praise	team	members.		I	miss	the	ushers	and	lay	readers.		I	miss	the	entire	congregation!!!	At	the	
same	time	I	Gind	myself	amazed	at	what	God	has	gifted	us	with	when	I	was	afraid	and	panicked.		It	
reminds	me	that	I	am	often	quick	to	panic,	and	slow	to	trust.		But	also	GOD	HAS	THIS!			
Always give God thanks and praise!   
                                                                                  Pastor Kevin Gingerich 



Prayer Requests   
Phyllis Smith Karrine Dykstra Bob Sterler    Arlene Sterler  
Lois Gruis         Staci Kleinhesselink Wilma Meinecke Barb Merley 
Clarence Meinecke Steve Holles.   Jeanette Reekers Henry Dykstra 
Mary Rusche  Gloria Morris  Cindy Callenius Ron Bahrenfuss 
Maria Schwartz Derick Roos  Ruth Bonsall (Mother of Janet Wahl) 
Carl Trost & Bob Geske (Uncles of Michelle Noack) 
Dennis Shatto,(Brother in law to Karin Vanden Berg) 
Marilyn (Ennema) Rees (Mother to Mark & Matt Ennema) 
Donna Whitfield (mother of Michelle Noack) 
Dennis Leth (Uncle of Renee Sterler)     
Colleen Holtrop, Elanie Vermeer, & Sheila Linau (Sisters of Karin VandenBerg) 
Noble Frank (son of Deanna Rowe)    
Brenda Heithus(daughter of Henry & Carolyn Dykstra)                            
Jim Buschby(brother of Peter Vanden Berg) 

AIR FORCE: Luke Kobbe, Steven Bylsma, Trevor Mayer, Kevin Meinecke, Justin Wolthuizen  
ARMY: Daniel Mulder, Jeremy Poss, Jesse Meendering, Brett Koerselman 
MARINES:  
NATIONAL GUARD: Eric Koerselman, Josh Weber, Mike Welch, Travis Postma, Paul Sanders, Dillon 
Postma, Dr. Ryan Becker, Dr. Josephine Dunn Junuis 
NAVY: Dave Sarnoski, Greg Weiman, Drew Lidster, Derek Wallinga 

Otto Lawson- 1015 W. Sam Houston Pharr, TX 78577 e-mail ottotlawson@gmail.com    
Larry & Jane Kies, Africa University, Box 1320 Mutare, Zimbabwe, email lkies@africau.ed 
Don & Brenda Scheller- PO Box 81439, 8000 Davao City PHILIPPINES                       
donald-brenda_scheller@sil.org 

Fieldcrest Assisted Living: Ray Rohlfs, Mollie Parry, Marilyn King, Joyce Adkins         
Sanford Senior Care: Irene Ingalls, Ida Andringa, Wilma Meinecke 
Christian Retirement Home: Lucy Hoppe, Gerald Kroon, Myrna Seamands, Howard & 
Darlene Tiemens, Mildred Robinson, Clarence Meinecke, Eleanor Poppema                    
Cobble Creek Phyllis Smith                                                                                                       
Other Homes: Ken Mulder 

May  Birthdays 

Please keep our service men and women in your prayers

Please keep our Missionaries in your prayers

Please pray for and visit members in the Nursing Homes, 
Retirement Homes, & Assisted Living Facilities

1. Arlen Vander Plaats 17. Darvin Rusche 25. Cynthia Ennema

1. Mindy Albrecht 18. Miranda Niemeyer 25. Carter Nissen

1. Barb Popkes 18. Tyson Getting 25. Bev Kreykes

2. Merle Reekers 19. Andy Cardin 26. Lorraine Ellis

2. Levi Molettiere 19. Kim Blain 26. Rebecca Weber

3. Pat Merrill 20. Noah Hickman 26. Amanda Noteboom

3. Sandra Johannes 21. Phyllis Smith 27. Karin Vanden Berg

3. Josiah Molettiere 21. Mark Rector 29. Marla Fenske

10. Pam Pierce 21. Darrin Klaassen 29. Holly Kamstra

10. Zoe Koerselman 22. Art Vander Pol 30. Collin Swartz

10. Lane Struyk 22. Tony Haning 31. Ray Anderson

11. Eric Koerselman 22. Brailey Grant

12. Devon Rey Johnson 23. Rod Merley

12. Ashley Hoogland 23. Joshua Gorter

13. Dr. Sara Zoelle 23. Karrine Dykstra

13. Jason Whitcanack 23. Brenda Klaassen

14. Kevin Meinecke 24. Ron Bahrenfuss

14. Addilyn Lloyd 24. Dennis Gorter

15. Dennis Potter 24. Ashlyn Albrecht

15. Susan Gingerich 24. Reese Van Meeteren

16. Robert Sterler 24. Maxwell Hamill

16. Virgil Frahm 24. Chapman Junius

17. Hayden Honermann 25.  Ray Roelfs

mailto:lkies@africau.ed
mailto:donald-brenda_scheller@sil.org
mailto:lkies@africau.ed
mailto:donald-brenda_scheller@sil.org


  

  
  

VBS ANNOUNCEMENT: It is with a heavy heart that I am informing you that there will be no 
Vacation Bible School this summer due to all that has been going on with Covid-19.  This 
decision was not made lightly, because we know the impact that it has had on all of us. If 
we get to a point where people are comfortable getting out and all the restrictions are lifted 
we will plan to do one or more fun days of learning. The education committee, the staff, and 
I are planning on coming up with an alternative.  We will do our best to make it fun, but 
unfortunately it won’t be as grand as our normal VBS. We normally put so much into our 
decorating and planning. We have not been able to start on this like we normally, due to 
restrictions. God is still with us, and is in all of this. Our theme this year was going to be 
Rocky Railway “Jesus power pulls us through.” We plan to do this theme next year. We 
lean into him for his strength and guidance at this time.  Look for more information come.  

GENERAL CONFERENCE 2020  
Some of you may wonder why I have not been visiting about the decisions the General 
Conference of the United Methodist Church are about to make.  The reason is the 
conference, which was scheduled for May of 2020, has been moved to a later date in 2021.  
The COVID 19 travel restrictions were the reason to move the conference.  General 
Conference meets every 4 years, and is a meeting of United Methodists from around the 
world.  The delegates from Europe, Africa, Russia, and beyond would not have been able to 
attend.  So it has been moved.  As the date is set, and we get the opportunity to meet 
together again as a church, I will schedule some town hall meetings to explore some of the 
plans that will be proposed to General Conference and how they might end up effecting us 
as a congregation.  No decisions have or will be made in 2020.  We must keep praying for 
our denomination and her leadership who are leading in some of the most challenging times 
we have faced as  a world.   

Canopy Communion – May 3  
Since we have not been able to gather to 
receive communion for over two months, I am 
offering “canopy communion” from 9:30 – 
10:30 on Sunday May 3.  If you, and your 
family, would like to receive Holy Communion 
I invite you to drive through the parking lot to 
the Canopy in the rear of the church.  I will be 
there to serve communion, asking that you roll 
down your window to receive.  The 8:30 
worship service will include the words of  the 
Great Thanksgiving, and then communion will 
be served outside.  Please come into the 
parking lot from the east drive to the canopy 
doorway, so I can serve you, and exit to the 
west.   
Pastor Kevin  

Back to Worship:  
It is with great joy that we are able to 
welcome persons to come back to 
worship in a safe manner. We will be 
living under new guidelines as we invite 
you to come back into the sanctuary for 
worship. At this time we will not be 
opening any of our Sunday School, 
Coffee/Fellowship time.  We ask those 
who come to be respectful of everyone 
and refrain from shaking hands, hugs, 
elbow bumps until the governor lifts the 
10 person gathering.  
We are still offering in home worship 
with livestream, radio & television. 
Please do NOT come if you feel 
unsafe or high risk. We love you.

The National Day of Prayer will NOT be canceled nor 
postponed.  
To participate this year there are three opportunities: 
1.You can observe the 23rd Annual Sheldon National Day of Prayer Program on May 7 online 
by going to https://barbarahibma.wixsite.com/sheldonndp You can also listen at 9:00 a.m. on 
KIWA RADIO FM 100.7 or  AM 1550  GUEST SPEAKER: Rob Roozeboom and his message is 
titled "HOPE LIVES". 
2. Drive-By-Prayer with your family on May 7 in Sheldon and surrounding area (attached 
prayer guide) It is an awesome activity for a family or those you are not socially distanced 
from. This can be done during the day or any day. 
3. On Thursday evening, May 7, we invite your family to join Christians across the nation in 
the National Day of Prayer National Observance at  7:00 p.m. CST. 
It will be broadcast, streamed and posted in many ways including on our website 
at nationaldayofprayer.org. In addition, it can be seen on our Facebook Live  
https://www.facebook.com/natlprayer/ 
https://www.god.tv/live-us/ 
https://www.daystar.com/ 
https://www.moodyradio.org/ 
Our theme this year is "Pray God's Glory Across the Earth". It is taken from the scripture in 
Habakkuk 2:14 " For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as 
the waters cover the sea."  
We want to thank Rise Ministries, the Sheldon Area Ministerial Association, Mayor Greg 
Geels and the local National Day of Prayer Task Force. 

Happy Mother’s 
Day on May 10th. 
May God Bless all 
the mother’s here in 
our SUMC Family!

https://barbarahibma.wixsite.com/sheldonndp%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://nationaldayofprayer.org/
https://www.facebook.com/natlprayer/
https://www.god.tv/live-us/
https://www.daystar.com/
https://www.moodyradio.org/
https://barbarahibma.wixsite.com/sheldonndp%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://nationaldayofprayer.org/
https://www.facebook.com/natlprayer/
https://www.god.tv/live-us/
https://www.daystar.com/
https://www.moodyradio.org/


 
3) 
8:30 am Traditional 

11:00 am Modern 
  
  

4) 

1:00 pm-4:00 pm 
Confirmation

5)   

9:00 am Staff Mtg. 
  
 

6)  
 5:30 pm Education Mtg. 
5:30 pm Jr. Synago/Zoom 
6:30 pm Prayer Service   
7:00 pm SPRC Mtg. 
8:00 pm Sr. Synago/Zoom

7)  

  

1) 

_______________________
8)

2) 

______________________ 
9) 

10) 
8:30 am Traditional 

11:00 am Modern 
  
  

11) 

12:00 pm- 4:00 pm 
Confirmation

12)   

9:00 am Staff Mtg. 
  
 

13)  
 5:30 pm Education Mtg. 
5:30 pm Jr. Synago/Zoom 
6:30 pm Prayer Service online 
7:00 pm Finance Mtg. 
8:00 pm Sr. Synago/Zoom

14)  

  

15) 16) 

6:30 pm Boy Scouts Pack 
Meeting

17)   
7:00 am UMM Breakfast 
8:30 am Traditional 
 Confirmation  Sunday 
11:00 am Modern  
12:00 pm Ross Family FH 
2:00 pm Prairie View 
 

18) 
  

7:30pm Youth Commission 
Mtg. 

19)  
9:00 am Staff Mtg. 
  
  

20) 
  
5:30 pm Jr. Synago/Zoom 
 6:30 pm Prayer Service online 
8:00 pm Sr. Synago/Zoom

21)  

  

22) 23) 

24)   
8:30 am Traditional 
  
11:00 am Modern 

 

25) 

Office Closed for Holiday 

Memorial Day 

26) 
9:00 am Staff Mtg.

27) 

5:30 pm Jr. Synago 
  
6:30 pm Prayer Service online 
8:00 pm Sr. Synago 
 

28)   29) 30)

31)  
8:30 am Traditional 

11:00 am Modern  
 

 

May 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday



 Due to COVID19 Pastor’s Prayer Breakfast will not resume until this fall when school is 
back in session. We are praying that this pandemic will end sooner than later. Thank you 
for all your support and we hope that you will join us for breakfast again in the fall.

EASTER TOGETHER  
I say, “Thank You” to Walt Pruiksma and the KIWA radio family for helping the ministerial 
association bring you a couple of services during this COVID 19 pandemic.  First, they 
gave an hour of radio time for us to gather to pray for our community, our nation, the front-
line workers of Drs., Nurses, staff at the hospitals, our schools, etc.. The pastors came 
together and we prayed.   
Then, when we were unable to gather in our sanctuaries on Easter, Walt asked if we 
wanted to do a live service via the radio, and have people gather in a parking lot to listen 
in and see one another.  What an awesome event.  We will not soon forget how we were 
able to cross our denominational lines to worship our Risen Lord.   
The winter snowstorm tried to stop us, yet many faithful gathered, and we went to the 
studio to broadcast live.  I believe God was glorified, and I know that we as a community 
were encouraged as we worshipped together, for the first time I can remember, on Easter 
Morning.   
Thank you to Mayor Greg Geels for opening with prayer.  To Paul Van Maaren, Mike 
Molettiere, and Dave Loveall for their prayers.  To Kevin Muyskens Jesse Wolhof, and 
Bob Donley for the powerful sermons. To David VanClay and the Bethel worship team 
for the powerful music.  And To Kevin Gingerich for the children’s message.  Together 
we worshipped God and together we encouraged the community.   
May God continue to bless our community and may He continue to heal our land.   
If you want a link to the service you may go to our website, sheldonumc.org and listen in.  
Pastor Kevin (Chair of the Sheldon Ministerial Association)   

Mary Muchiri’s Testimony:  My name is Mary Nyambura Muchiri (also spelt Muciiri). At school I was Kimori, my 
father’s name, and among the very few girls in Kenya who managed to get a university education then. The 
reason was that many parents could not afford to take girls to school, so they often decided to send only boys. 
According to the headmistress of my former school, “Girls were adequately educated at home, in the family, in 
the tribe, for the part they were to play in the tribal society…to carry loads, fetch water, cook, clean the house 
and work in the garden…as a future wife and mother.” 

      My father, who was an employee of the colonial government, saw things differently. He used to tell us that 
“You cannot defeat an enemy you don’t understand!” So he advised his three daughters and one son to get as 
much education as possible, so that when the British left, we would be able to get good jobs. Our mother also 
encouraged us saying, “Reading is a miracle.” She only barely learned to read, but she said if she had known this 
earlier, she would have gone to school for longer. However, they did not earn much, so it was a struggle for them 
to pay fees for all of us when went to high school.       

One of my teachers, Margaret Twombley, helped me to supplement my fees at high school by asking other 
teachers to give me odd jobs, such as weeding around their houses, cleaning cars.  They paid the money directly 
to the school, instead of giving it to me. That meant I could not go out when others were going on Saturdays. So I 
confided with Miss Twombley that I did not want to go on to the university. I needed to find a job to be able to help 
my parents financially. She would not agree with me, so she drove all the way to our home, over a hundred miles, 
to discuss the matter with my parents. She managed to convince them that I would be more useful to them and to 
myself if I went to the university. She had full confidence that I would pass with good grades! For more details 
(see Muchiri False Labels and Faces of Grace, a copy will be made available at the church Library) 

      Consequently, when I got married, after completing college, Humphrey and I were able to educate all our 
siblings who wanted to continue, as well as help our parents. My parents had already planted coffee, but we 
helped Humprey’s parents to plant tea so that they would become self- supporting, (coffee and tea are the two 
main cash crops in Kenya). Our experiences demonstrated how education was the main way to break the cycle 
of poverty. But none of us would have done this without some help from others. So we decided to try and help, 
even if it was one student, to get university education.  When my mom died in 2005, we started The Josephine 
Wambui Kimori Scholarship Fund in her memory. Since it was not registered, we could only use personal funds.   
So when we were in Indiana we incorporated it as AMSHA Foundation Inc., in order for us to be able to solicit 
money from the public. 

  We were able to help three students as JWKSF (see testimonies at <amshafoundation.org> and now we are 
helping two more, but we trust God will provide for many more through AMSHA. The links to GoFundME for the 
two currently being helped, (Philip and Josephine, are as follows) https://www.gofundme.com/scholarship-
assistance-for-phillip-murage https://www.gofundme.com/wdvbc4-josephine. It is also possible to donate through 
Face Book. 
We want to thank UMC for partnering with us and to encourage all with the words of Paul in Galatians 6:9-10: 
“Let us not grow tired of doing good, for in due time we shall reap our harvest, if we do not give up. So then, 
while we have the opportunity, let us do well to all, but especially those who belong to the family of the faith.   
Many blessings to all of you. 4-20-2020.

Our Deepest Sympathy to Howard & Darlene Tiemens  and family on the passing of 
Howard’s brother Robert Tiemens of Colorado Springs, CO. on March 30, 2020.   

Our Deepest Sympathy to Terri Dee, her family and friends on the passing of Pastor Rick 
Dee of Sioux Falls on April 19,2020. Pastor Dee served here at SUMC from 1984-1988. 
Sympathies can be sent to Terry Dee, 210 DeVitt Drive, Harrisburg, SD 57032 

Our Deepest Sympathy to Melissa Wenthe and her family on the passing of her sister 
Melanie Scheuring of Des Moines.  

Our Deepest Sympathy to Terry Dee, her family and friends on the passing of her husband 
Rev. Richard Dee of Harrisburg, SD. 

May you all find the comfort and peace in the promise of our Lord & Savior, Jesus Christ.

https://www.gofundme.com/scholarship-assistance-for-phillip-murage
https://www.gofundme.com/scholarship-assistance-for-phillip-murage
http://email.gofundme.com/ls/click?upn=SRcQ1MdJ80M8ymNbacHVzVjTzm6vOQPvh4bWXqn2PrBV31kQwx5ylL2Ri7lDhD0WwkA9xAmf8C0vm7uLkeYtZADJqlmlXs4VnYzIu3OkkpOBFV3CDDd6nTLQNTAPrNE3dPpM-2BuoyEfx-2FLEBrrKPXQ4n5G-2Bbdy825PloLaLUjGJ0-3DVk--_f-2FpfF31s-2FY2j4vz8zWyS8d2BWNTkDcO5W-2FYOBVuh4-2FIY-2F0PMyPx0HrPxuHsCl3hUUrZRvDmkbzUzboCY9Ut9HiZH93Tr5N6mjgAkOFqjNpXxeSdZhgM4lPQLvyw1zWxY6CuLITeDflX-2FaHByl9BQN3B3-2F2y-2FlAS07LKtFpPlvlOQqI6mzmIvoA0lZPU0-2BvJ1LUrdgXgk8KWNWvuTwOD2WAIUcl-2BNS1dobInSCe02TAS65cA9-2FQQVrSlaYNHuPaNPaODbwPwmeV9f1XQ2vFvk7w-3D-3D%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.gofundme.com/scholarship-assistance-for-phillip-murage
https://www.gofundme.com/scholarship-assistance-for-phillip-murage
http://email.gofundme.com/ls/click?upn=SRcQ1MdJ80M8ymNbacHVzVjTzm6vOQPvh4bWXqn2PrBV31kQwx5ylL2Ri7lDhD0WwkA9xAmf8C0vm7uLkeYtZADJqlmlXs4VnYzIu3OkkpOBFV3CDDd6nTLQNTAPrNE3dPpM-2BuoyEfx-2FLEBrrKPXQ4n5G-2Bbdy825PloLaLUjGJ0-3DVk--_f-2FpfF31s-2FY2j4vz8zWyS8d2BWNTkDcO5W-2FYOBVuh4-2FIY-2F0PMyPx0HrPxuHsCl3hUUrZRvDmkbzUzboCY9Ut9HiZH93Tr5N6mjgAkOFqjNpXxeSdZhgM4lPQLvyw1zWxY6CuLITeDflX-2FaHByl9BQN3B3-2F2y-2FlAS07LKtFpPlvlOQqI6mzmIvoA0lZPU0-2BvJ1LUrdgXgk8KWNWvuTwOD2WAIUcl-2BNS1dobInSCe02TAS65cA9-2FQQVrSlaYNHuPaNPaODbwPwmeV9f1XQ2vFvk7w-3D-3D%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


June 2020 
Liturgist 8:30 am   Coffee Clean Up 11:00 
7 Verilyn Schilling  Barb Merley 
14 Ashley Hoogland  Jo Holles 
21 Barb Merley   Michelle Noack 
28 Royd Chambers  Peter & Karin Vanden Berg 

Ushers Every Sunday  Ardis Grein-Head    Ron Noack-Head 
  Trevor Gottula-Lead    Tyler Lloyd-Lead         
   Darrel Burns       Bob Meendering 
  Stewart Cooper     Chad Schwartz 
  Randy Merrill     Jeff Grant 
  Steve Malsed    Shawn Broesder 
                Nursery 
        7  
       14 
        21 
        28 
North Door Greeters 
7 Dave Popkes   Sally Boscaljon 
14 Derick Roos   Jacob Sandholm 
21 Dan Liechti   Hayden Adkins 
28 Don Merley   Walt Pruiksma 
South Door Greeters 
7 Barb Popkes   Mary Gilbert 
14 Marla Roos   Sarah Sandholm 
21 Mindy Liechti   Tysa Adkins 
28 Barb Merley   Laurie Pruiksma 

Acolytes Every Sunday  Kyler McCuddin Eli Thinker 

Communion Servers   Georgia Wahlstrom & Marlys Den Hartog 

You were all scheduled in April, but since we did not have service I moved you all to 
June. Thanks for your willingness to Serve our church. 

Kansas City Work Trip Canceled  
After much though and prayer, I, along with Rev. Bob from 
Alden, have made the decision not to take our annual work trip 
to Kansas City in 2020.  With all the uncertainty of the COVID 
19 virus, and the uncertainty of what work might have been 
available to us in the Kansas City area, we have made the 
decision to stay in Iowa this summer.  We hope to plan a trip 
for the future.   
I was encouraged by the number of youth who were ready to 
sign up and give a week of their life to serve others.  You all 
are special.  And a special shout goes out to our adults who 
were willing to volunteer their time.  I appreciate all of you.   
Jacob and I are making plans to have a “work trip” in 
Sheldon if the conditions are right this summer.  Stay tuned 
to how and when.   
Rev. Kevin Gingerich  

MY HAT IS OFF!  
I want to take this opportunity to congratulate the class of 2020.  This has been a unique ending to a 
wonderful high school class.  Many of you are involved in your church, and I remember your 
confirmation class.  Now you are entering into the next phase of life, whether it is college, military, or 
entering into a career field.  May God pour His blessings into your life, and may you find the comfort 
you need to navigate the “next stage” from Christ and Christ alone.   
I personally hurt for you.  I remember being able to have a “last day” of school where we drove 
around the school building and honked our horns and waved at the underclassmen who were looking 
out the dining room windows.  I felt so big at the time, and so filled with joy.  You did not have that 
opportunity, or the “skip day”, or even the prom and the class wish list.  But you still have what I 
found to be the most valuable over the years, and that is a high school diploma, and the education 
that stands behind that.   May God bless you and your future.   Pastor Kevin Gingerich 

Confirmation Sunday is May 
17th. The confirmation class is 
coming to an end and we will 
plan a celebration and 
confirming of faith. Please 
keep the confirmation class in 
your prayers as this has been a 
strange year. Congratulation 
Confirmands. 

  

It’s	been	a	crazy	month	to	say	the	least.	Delivering	Easter	baskets	to	some	of	our	
congregation	members	last	month	was	a	great	experience,	as	well	as	the	rest	of	the	
Easter	season.	Even	though	it	was	a	different	feeling,	Jesus	still	has	risen!	Looking	ahead	
to	May,	we	are	going	to	be	allowed	to	see	each	other	a	little	more	often,	(Thank	
Goodness).	Even	though	our	governor	has	announced	that	churches	can	reopen	and	
start	having	worship	services	again,	we	have	made	the	decision	to	hold	off	on	in-person	
youth	group	until	later	in	May	or	early	June.	This	decision	was	made	be	cause	we	want	
to	ensure	the	safety	of	our	youth	here	in	the	community,	as	well	as	the	families.	
However,	we	will	be	continuing	youth	group	online	as	we	anticipate	that	Girst	
Wednesday	night	where	we	can	get	back	together.	We	hope	to	continue	to	Gind	ways	in	
May	where	we	can	make	an	impact	on	our	community	and	to	share	Christ’s	light	to	
everyone	around	us.	God	bless	you	all	and	see	you	in	church!!		


