
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Our Mission: “To Glorify God 
By Making Disciples For Jesus 

Sheldon United Methodist 
 June 2020 Newsletter 

Our Vision: "To open our hearts and doors to all people 
with love and acceptance; inviting them into a 
relationship with Christ, and each other; encouraging 
and empowering them as followers of Christ to love as 
He loved us; and sending them by the power of the Holy 
Spirit to live the word of God in our homes, community. 

Church Staff 

 Pastor    Kevin Gingerich 

 Assimilation    Barb Popkes 

 Children’s Ministry   Michelle Noack 

 Youth Director   Jacob Sandholm 

 Worship     Mark Richards 

 Organists    Barb Burns & Pam Kobbe 

 Secretary    Cindy Gries 

 Custodian    Warren Wallinga 

Sunday Morning Worship Services 

8:30 am & 11:00 am 9:30 am Fellowship/Coffee 

Church Office Hours 

Monday to Thursday 8:30 am— 3:30 pm                                  
Friday 8:30 am—12:30 pm  

                                 Phone # 712-324-4894 

 E-mail: sumc@nethtc.net 
Web Address: www.sheldonumc.org 

Pastor’s Corner  
Be encouraged!  The day of the Lord is near.  God is still faithful to those who remain faithful 
to Him.  The writer of Hebrews in a call to perseverance in faith says in Hebrews 
10:23-25,”Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 
 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving 
up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all 
the more as you see the Day approaching.”   There are many ways we can “meet together” 
these days, some online, others in person. We need to meet and encourage one another to 
continue to do good deeds, and to show and share the love and encouragement of the faith.  As 
we move into the summer months we will have new challenges of “meeting together.”  Please 
find time to join us on line, or to come and worship with us in the sanctuary.   
I had an unexpected conversation the other day where one of the parents in our congregation 
mentioned their family listens to the service together, and as I am preaching or as songs are 
sung, the children are asking questions, and they are searching the Bible for answers.  In the 
Sanctuary the kids are told to “be quiet” but at home they can ask questions, which allows 
growth in faith, and I believe “encouragement.”   
So please join us in the way that is most encouraging to you right now.  As of now, we 
plan to continue to offer the live stream of worship on Sunday morning and the Wednesday 
evening prayer service.  Know that I care, and that if you need to talk you may call or text 
(712-324-1955) and I will respond.  (If you text please use your name in the text line, I do not 
have everyone’s number in my phone, so I may not know who is texting me without the 
name.) My email is lionlamb61@yahoo.com I look forward to preaching again soon!  
   Pastor  Kevin Gingerich
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Prayer Requests   
Phyllis Smith Karrine Dykstra Bob Sterler    Arlene Sterler  
Lois Gruis         Staci Kleinhesselink Wilma Meinecke Barb Merley 
Clarence Meinecke Steve Holles.   Jeanette Reekers Henry Dykstra 
Mary Rusche  Gloria Morris  Cindy Callenius Ron Bahrenfuss 
Laura Getting 
Maria Schwartz Derick Roos  Ruth Bonsall (Mother of Janet Wahl) 
Carl Trost & Bob Geske (Uncles of Michelle Noack) 
Dennis Shatto,(Brother in law to Karin Vanden Berg) 
Marilyn (Ennema) Rees (Mother to Mark & Matt Ennema) 
Donna Whitfield (mother of Michelle Noack) 
Dennis Leth (Uncle of Renee Sterler)     
Colleen Holtrop, Elanie Vermeer, & Sheila Linau (Sisters of Karin VandenBerg) 
Noble Frank (son of Deanna Rowe)    
Brenda Heithus(daughter of Henry & Carolyn Dykstra)                            
Jim Buschby(brother of Peter Vanden Berg) 

AIR FORCE: Luke Kobbe, Steven Bylsma, Trevor Mayer, Kevin Meinecke, Justin Wolthuizen  
ARMY: Daniel Mulder, Jeremy Poss, Jesse Meendering, Brett Koerselman 
MARINES:  
NATIONAL GUARD: Eric Koerselman, Josh Weber, Mike Welch, Travis Postma, Paul Sanders, Dillon 
Postma, Dr. Ryan Becker, Dr. Josephine Dunn Junuis                                                                          
NAVY: Dave Sarnoski, Greg Weiman, Drew Lidster, Derek Wallinga 

Otto Lawson- 1015 W. Sam Houston Pharr, TX 78577 e-mail ottotlawson@gmail.com    
Larry & Jane Kies, Africa University, Box 1320 Mutare, Zimbabwe, email lkies@africau.ed 
Don & Brenda Scheller- PO Box 81439, 8000 Davao City PHILIPPINES                       
donald-brenda_scheller@sil.org 

Fieldcrest Assisted Living: Ray Rohlfs, Mollie Parry, Marilyn King, Joyce Adkins         
Sanford Senior Care: Irene Ingalls, Ida Andringa, Wilma Meinecke 
Christian Retirement Home: Lucy Hoppe, Gerald Kroon, Myrna Seamands, Howard & 
Darlene Tiemens, Mildred Robinson, Clarence Meinecke, Eleanor Poppema                    
Cobble Creek Phyllis Smith                                                                                                       
Other Homes: Ken Mulder 

June  Birthdays 
  

Please keep our service men and women in your prayers

Please keep our Missionaries in your prayers

Please pray for and visit members in the Nursing Homes, 
Retirement Homes, & Assisted Living Facilities

1. Marla Roos 11. Shane Brouwer 25. Shawna Pickner

2. Elijah Noack 12. Dane Klein 26. Jan Fertig

2. Daryl Mouw 12. Kyler McCuddin 27. David Erkes

3. Jill Schmit 12. Jeanette Reekers 27. Dakota Johannes

3. Lindsey Thaden 12. Brittany Maassen 28. Royd Chambers

4. Matthew Ennema 12. Adrianne Lathrop 28. Diann Merley

4. Shane Pomerenke 13. Paisley Ryann Ennema 28. Michael Welch

4. Michelle Noack 14. Maria Schwartz 28. Elizabeth Subart

6. Leah Frink 15. Linda Mouw 28. Madison Van Meeteren

6. John Nieuwenhuis 17. Elle Becker 28. Tye Maassen

6. Parker Lloyd 17. Keegan Adkins 29. Melissa Simmons

6. Owen Blain 18. Sam Maassen 29. Jason Van Meeteren

6. Sarah Sandholm 19. Nicole Schwarz 29. Aubree Wenthe

7. Ray Rohlfs 20. Samantha Noteboom 30. Milo Thaden

7. Steven Bylsma 20. Jessica Brink

8. Laurie Pruiksma 21. Kristin Noack

8. Greg Sanders 21. Donavan Miller

8. Chris Jansma 23. Ida Andringa-100th 

9. Bonnie Miller 23. Barb Chambers

9. Kinsley Rector 24. Tyler Lloyd

9. Kaitlyn Wright 25. Chris Gilbert

11. Arlan Boone 25. Connie Putnam

11. Ashlyn Young 25. Dirk Brink
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Conference Recommendations:  
The day after I prepared the letter to invite all of us to come back to church on Sunday May 
3, with many protocols as we gather, I received an email from the Iowa Bishop Laurie Haller 
advising churches not to begin meeting again in person until at least June 7.  I felt the plan 
we have was safe for the community we live in so I went ahead with plans presented.  I want 
to thank each of you for taking good care of your selves, and those who do not feel safe are 
staying home.  Thank You.   
I also want to thank the few of you who have showed up in person to worship.  It makes the 
preaching a little easier, and I appreciate you.  For those wondering, the first Sunday we 
opened we had 15 at first service, and 32 at the second service, and we served about 22 
communion under the canopy.  Our second Sunday we increased to 18 at first service, and 42 
at the second service.   
People in Sheldon are being inelegant and responsible.  If you want to stay home, do.  If you 
want to gather together, you are welcome.   
By the way, most of the “reopen” suggestions that were presented to the clergy are what we 
started with, and will continue with.   
Slowly we will be opening gatherings of small groups.  We are still following the protocol 
put out by our governor.   
Kevin 

Head Usher for 8:30 Service  
We are once again looking for a person to be the 
lead usher at the 8:30 service.  Thank you Ardis 
Grein for your service in this area for the past 
several months!  This person would be in charge 
of making sure the sanctuary is ready (water in 
Baptism pitcher, water in a glass for pastor, 
etc..) and making sure the ushers for the day 
have any questions answered they need 
answered.  And making sure the offering is 
placed in the safe at church.  There is a list of 
duties that you will receive.   Usher for 8:30 
Service  

Areas of Service 
During the continued uncertainty of the 
COVID 19 Pandemic, we are not 
publishing the areas of service because 
we do not know who is willing, and 
comfortable serving.  If you would like 
to participate in our worship as liturgist, 
song leader, acolyte or usher please 
contact Cindy so she can make sure you 
get included.  Thank you for your 
understanding.  

We	are	back!	Starting	on	May	20,	the	youth	group	was	
allowed	to	start	meeting	in	person	once	again.	We	want	to	
encourage	all	the	youth	to	think	about	coming	back	soon,	as	
we	have	many	safety	precautions	put	in	place	to	make	sure	
that	we	can	have	a	good	time,	as	well	as	stay	safe	while	
COVID-19	still	looms	around.	Starting	on	June	1st,	we	will	be	
starting	our	youth	Bible	studies	back	up	again	for	any	child	
that	would	like	to	dig	deeper	into	the	Bible	and	have	some	
more	discussion	about	events	that	happened	in	the	Bible,	
and	how	some	stories	can	relate	to	our	lives.	While	we	
know	that	the	junior	high	Bible	study	will	be	on	Mondays	at	
2pm,	we	are	not	yet	positive	on	the	time	and	day	for	the	Sr.	
High,	but	we	will	let	it	be	known	once	we	Kigure	out	a	day.	
Another	exciting	thing	that	is	happening	in	our	youth	group	
is	that	we	voted	to	have	it	all	summer	long,	that’s	right!	
Every	Wednesday	night	in	the	summer,	we	will	have	youth	
group	for	any	youth	that	is	available.	We	are	hoping	to	have	
some	worship	times	at	the	city	park	when	things	start	
opening	up	again.	Last	but	not	least,	when	the	youth	came	
back	on	the	20th,	they	were	ofKicially	introduced	to	IMPACT,	
which	is	our	new	youth	group	identity.	As	things	start	to	
open	back	up,	and	people	start	to	leave	their	houses	some	
more,	we	are	hoping	that	we	as	a	youth	group	can	make	a	
God	sized	Impact	on	this	community,	and	beyond.



  

    

  
  
  

1) 

 7:15 pm Trustees Mtg.

2)   

9:00 am Staff Mtg. 
  
 

3)  
 5:30 pm Education Mtg. 
5:30 pm Jr. IMPACT 
7:00  pm Prayer Service/online   
8:00 pm SPRC Mtg. 
8:00 pm Sr. IMPACT

4)  

  

5) 

 

6) 

7) 

8:30 am Traditional 

11:00 am Modern 
  
  

8) 

 

9)   

9:00 am Staff Mtg. 
  
 

10)  

5:30 pm Jr. IMPACT 
6:00 pm Missions Mtg. 
7:00 pm Prayer Service online 
  
8:00 pm Sr. IMPACT

11)  

11:30 am Ministerial Assoc. 

  

12) 13) 

14)   
  
8:30 am Traditional 
    
11:00 am Modern  
 7:30 pm Youth Comm. Mtg. 
 

15) 
  
  
11:00 am Summer Lunch 

16)  

9:00 am Staff Mtg. 
  
11:00 am Summer Lunch 

17) 
11:00 am Summer Lunch 
5:30 pm Jr. IMPACT 
7:00 pm Prayer Service online 
8:00 pm Sr. IMPACT

18)  

10:00 am Quilters 
11:00 am Summer Lunch 

19) 20) 

21)  Father’s Day 
  
8:30 am Traditional 
  
11:00 am Modern 
  
 

22) 
  

11:00 am Summer Lunch 

23) 

9:00 am Staff Mtg. 11:00 am 
Summer Lunch

24) 

11:00 am Summer Lunch 5:30 
pm Jr. IMPACT 
7:00 pm Prayer Service online 
8:00 pm Sr. IMPACT 
 

25)   

11:00 am Summer Lunch

26) 27)

28)  

8:30 am Traditional 

11:00 am Modern  
 2:00 pm Graduation

29) 
11:00 am Summer Lunch

30)

Sunday Monday Thursday  Tuesday Wednesday SaturdayFriday

June 2020



 Due to COVID19 Pastor’s Prayer Breakfast will not resume until this fall when school is 
back in session. We are praying that this pandemic will end sooner than later. Thank you for 
all your support and we hope that you will join us for breakfast again in the fall.

GENERAL CONFERENCE 2020  
On the Wesleyan Covenant Association Website an article stated the following, “On May 5, 
the day The United Methodist Church’s General Conference was set to convene, United 
Methodist advocacy groups, representative of each of the theological streams in the church, 
released comments on the significance of its postponement. Each of the groups (Mainstream 
UMC, Reconciling Ministries Network, UMForward, and the Wesleyan Covenant 
Association) remain united in preparing for the separation of the UM Church. Support for 
adoption of the legislation implementing the Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through 
Separation remains strong. So, while delayed, separation likely will occur when the General 
Conference is ultimately held. 
For now, United Methodists are rightly focused on serving our neighbors in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”  
When the governor lifts the 10 person gathering suggestions we will schedule some town hall 
meetings to discuss the protocol that is mentioned in the article, that we were discussing in 
the months before March 15.  I want our congregation to be as informed as possible, and at 
some point we will decide together what direction we will go as a congregation.   
The information that I am hearing is that the most likely date for the next General Conference 
will be September of 2021.  This seems like a long way away, but we will get there, and until 
we have clarity of vision from the General United Methodist Church we will not know what 
decisions we may make.  Until then, I will do my best to keep us informed as to who and 
where we are.   
Kevin  

Our Deepest Sympathy to Virgil Frahm and his family on the passing of his sister & brother 
in law,  Vickie & David Boettcher from Lowden, IA on Sat. May 2nd.   
May you all find the comfort and peace in the promise of our Lord & Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Our Deepest Sympathies to Brett & Betsy Young and their family on the passing of Brett’s 
mother Sandy Young. May you all find comfort and peace in the promise of Lord & Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

Our Deepest Sympathy to Jenni Vander Sluis and her son Cooper Meyer on the passing of 
Cooper’s dad Josh Meyer. May you find comfort and peace in the promise of our Lord & 
Savior, Jesus Christ.

Pastor Kevin Vacation 
Pastor Kevin is planning on taking vacation on June 5 – 
12.  Jacob Sandholm, our youth director, will be filling 
the pulpit on June 7.  We will wait until July to have 
communion again.  If you have need of pastoral care, 
please call the church office, as pastor will not be taking 
his cell phone with him.  Thanks.   
  

Congratulations to our Confirmation Students, who were confirmed on May 17, 2020, 
May God Bless You All!  

Ellie J. Meendering, daughter of Jamie Timmer, and Bob & Tricia Meendering  

James W. W. Meendering, son of Lora and the late James Meendering  

Abigail Marie Otto, daughter of Chris & Amy Otto  

Rex Michael Ross, son of Scott & Kayla Ross & Samantha & Robert Tinklepaugh  

Reese Scott Van Meeteren, son of Jason & Tricia Van Meeteren  

Gabby Ashley Joyce Vanwyk daughter of Nathan & Tiffanie Van Wyk  

Paige Elizabeth Weber, daughter of Joshua & Sheryl Weber 
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Recognition of our Seniors on Your original Graduation Day, May 
24, 2020 God Bless You All! 

Ashley Brouwer- daughter of Mike Brouwer & Trisha Brouwer 

Chad Klein- son of Darryl & Susan Klein 

Peter Hamill- son of Chad & Beth Hamill 

Samantha Noteboom- daughter of Jason & Amanda Noteboom 

Ryan Sterler- son of Bill & Renee Sterler 

Cameron Van Meeteren- son of Jason & Tricia Van Meeteren 

Madison Van Meeteren- daughter of Mike & Tami Van Meeteren 

Kaitlin Wright- daughter of Darla Wright 

Congratulations on this milestone in your life. Even though it looks 
different this year, know that God is with you all and will continue to be 
with you in your future. May you have a wonderful graduation day in 
June. Your church family loves and supports you all. We will keep you 
all in our prayers.

VBS ANNOUNCEMENT: It is with a heavy heart that I am informing you that 
there will be no Vacation Bible School this summer due to all that has been 
going on with Covid-19.  This decision was not made lightly, because we know 
the impact that it has had on all of us. If we get to a point where people are 
comfortable getting out and all the restrictions are lifted we will plan to do one 
or more fun days of learning. The education committee, the staff, and I are 
planning on coming up with an alternative.  We will do our best to make it fun, 
but unfortunately it won’t be as grand as our normal VBS. We normally put so 
much into our decorating and planning. We have not been able to start on this 
like we normally, due to restrictions. God is still with us, and is in all of this. 
Our theme this year was going to be Rocky Railway “Jesus power pulls us 
through.” We plan to do this theme next year. We lean into him for his strength 
and guidance at this time.  Look for more information come.

MY HAT IS OFF!  
I want to take this opportunity to congratulate the class of 2020.  This has been a unique ending to a 
wonderful high school class.  Many of you are involved in your church, and I remember your 
confirmation class.  Now you are entering into the next phase of life, whether it is college, military, or 
entering into a career field.  May God pour His blessings into your life, and may you find the comfort 
you need to navigate the “next stage” from Christ and Christ alone.   
I personally hurt for you.  I remember being able to have a “last day” of school where we drove 
around the school building and honked our horns and waved at the underclassmen who were looking 
out the dining room windows.  I felt so big at the time, and so filled with joy.  You did not have that 
opportunity, or the “skip day”, or even the prom and the class wish list.  But you still have what I 
found to be the most valuable over the years, and that is a high school diploma, and the education 
that stands behind that.   May God bless you and your future.   Pastor Kevin Gingerich 

In Touch Ministry Expanded 
Several persons have volunteered to be on a “calling ministry team” to make sure that those 
who have not been a part of our In-Touch ministry will be contacted by church members.  
Another member of the church will contact members who have given us their phone 
numbers, in an attempt of making sure all of us feel connected during this strange time.  If 
you do not want to participate in this, kindly let the person who is calling you know, and that 
will be relayed to the office.  If you are not contacted in the next several weeks, please call 
the office because we may not have your phone information.   


