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Dear Members and Friends,  

 

On Monday April 27, 2020 our governor announced that places of worship may reopen as long as they take 

distancing practices seriously.  Because of this I am announcing that this Sunday May 3, we will open our 

sanctuary for any who wish to come and worship.  We will still be live streaming the services, and 

broadcasting the 8:30 service on the radio and local cable.   

Here is our plan and proposal.  Please be wise and respectful of everyone.   

1. We invite everyone back to worship, but we are hopeful that you will NOT attend in person if you are  

“high risk” due to health issues.  So if you are not comfortable at this time, please continue to watch on-

line, and stay safe.  We request that you wear a mask, or covering your nose and mouth, for gathering 

and exiting the sanctuary.  During singing or responsive readings, that will be up to each of you.  Pastor 

will NOT be wearing a mask during the preaching, but hopes to be able to stay behind the pulpit so as 

not to spittle on anyone. (LOL)   

2. If someone is sick, or even slightly feverish we ask that they NOT ATTEND.   

3. Those attending will be asked to fill the sanctuary sitting six feet from other families (every other pew, 

and one family on the center aisle, another on the side aisle.)   

4. We will NOT be “passing the peace” through shaking of hands etc…  

5. We will have plenty of hand sanitizer available.   

6. We will NOT be passing the offering plates, we will continue to bring our offerings forward to place in 

the plate in front and we will not be passing the registration pads.   

7. Until the governor lifts the cap of 10 persons gathering together, we will not have nursery care, nor 

will I invite children to the children’s sermon.  They will remain in the pews and we will have the 

puppets as we have done during live streaming.  (Candy can be received following the service.)  

8. We will be having communion on May 3.  We ask those who attend to come to receive as families, and 

distancing between families.  I will still be offering canopy communion to the families or individuals 

who do not feel comfortable entering, or shouldn’t enter, the sanctuary at this time.  Pastor will be 

wearing a mask during communion.  You will come forward and receive the bread, and take a cup from 

the tray (they will be spread out so you will not “touch” more than your cup).   

9. We will wait to resume coffee hour until June or after.   

 

We have all been cooped up and are anticipating the time when we can return to “normal”.  That will look 

different to each of us. And I do want to be safe. You will not be judged by being cautious, and waiting to 

return.  At the church we are taking it slowly, and ask that you still keep a comfortable social distance.  The 

staff will not be greeting people following the service, to eliminate congestion at the front doors.   

Know that we continue to pray for the congregation, and we care for you!   

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Pastor Kevin and the Sheldon UMC staff 

 

 


