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The Lord Is Our Portion 
 

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; His mer-
cies never come to an end; they are new every morn-
ing; great is Your faithfulness. “The LORD is my por-
tion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in Him.” 
Lamentations 3:22-24 (ESV) 

 
The above is an excerpt from one of the greatest responses to ad-
versity contained in scripture.  Jeremiah declares that God’s atti-
tude towards His children is—and always will be—one of love.  Of 
this fact we need to be ever mindful, especially in our times of trial 
and adversity.  God’s love and care for us is demonstrated in the 
fact that He provides for our needs on a daily basis.  In the midst of 
the current pandemic, we should be thankful that God continues to 
provide for us in spite of the present circumstance. 
The soul of the child of God may confidently assert, “The Lord is my 
portion!”  This declaration of faith is drawn from God’s provision 
for the priests under the Law of Moses.  Under the Law, the priests 
were called to God’s service.  Inasmuch as they were dedicated to 
the Lord’s service, God made provision for them by granting them 
certain portions from the sacrifices (e.g. –  Leviticus 7:8-9).  This is 
but one example of God’s provision for the priests.  Jeremiah draws 
from this example to assert God’s covenant loyalty care for His chil-
dren. 
The priests did not have to concern themselves with what they 
needed for God was their portion.  We may have this same confi-
dence today – Matthew 6:33.  Moreover, we may be confident in the 
fact that God knows that our needs stem beyond the material 
things of this life.  He is still our portion.  It was confidence in this 
fact that led the Hebrew writer to boldly assert, “Let your conversa-
tion be without covetousness: and be content with such things as ye 
have: for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 6So 
that we may boldly say, The Lord is my Helper, and I will not fear 
what man shall do unto me.” (Hebrews 13:5-6)  The great God of 
heaven who reigns in the kingdom of men is our portion.  To God be 
the glory!  Amen. 
 
                                                                 In Him, 
                                                                 Ricky Cook 



We Kneel In Prayer . . . 

Our Church Family: 
 

· Please continue to pray for Bruce Robins as he continues 
to recover from his recent surgeries.  

 
Our Friends and Loved Ones: 

· Naomi Wamble requests our prayers for their daughter, 
Christina Carter, who is a Navy nurse and is deploying to 
the hospital ship, USNS Mercy and is scheduled to sail to 
Washington state to provide medical support for six months 
or until the crisis subsides. Her husband and two children 
are in quarantine in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

· Allen Pratt asks us to pray for former Laurel members, 
Toby and Amanda Williford and their children. They are 
all in quarantine in Germany due to many in Toby’s compa-
ny having tested positive for the Corona Virus.  

 
Our Military Families: Eric Byers, Caleb Crone, Rowan 
Crone, Ben Jackson, Kaila  Luo, Brian Fiddermon 

  
Continued Prayers Are Requested For:  Alexander John-
son, Verilyn Dawson, Carina Ashurst,  Mark Hoshall 

The SALT activities for April will be coordinat-
ed by the ladies in the Morris life group. Laura 
Dellinger is the contact person. 

Church Attendance, the Coronavirus,  
and Guilt! 

 

This weekend, a number of churches all over the country 
have modified or even canceled church services due to the 
threat (real or exaggerated) the coronavirus poses to our nation. 
Some congregations have canceled their Sunday morning and 
Wednesday night Bible classes while maintaining the Sunday 
morning and evening worship services. Others have canceled all 
assemblies until further notice. 

Due to these changes, I have witnessed what I believe to 
be some rather “loose” accusations made of unfaithfulness to 
the Lord, and a lack of faith in God against brethren and entire 
churches, because of their decisions to alter their weekly as-
semblies. 

More than likely, we’re familiar with the passage which ex-
horts us to “not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as 
is the manner of some…” (Hebrews 10:25). However, I think it is 
a serious mistake to attempt to apply this exhortation to brethren 
who are looking out for the health of vulnerable Christians 
among them. There is a vast difference in “forsaking” the as-
sembling of the saints, which this passage forbids, and “missing” 
the assembling of the saints which is what is currently taking 
place due to the virus. The word translated, “forsaking” means 
“to abandon, leave behind, or desert.” 

For instance, would we charge the sick and shut-in with sin, 
because they are missing the worship assemblies? Of course 
not. The reason is because the command is discussing 
“forsaking,” not “missing” the assembly. The sick have not 
“abandoned, left behind, or deserted” the assembling of the 
saints, but they do miss the assembling of the saints. What if 
you were getting in your car to come to worship service when 
you noticed your neighbor, who also was going to church, stag-
ger, grab his chest, and fall in his driveway? Would you leave 
him there so you could get to church because, after all, there’s 
that command to not forsake the assembly, or would you call 9-1
-1 and stay with him until help arrived? Surely, you would do the 
later, which would be the right thing to do. Would it cause you to 
miss the assembling of the saints? Yes, more than likely, but in 
missing, you had not abandoned, left behind, or deserted” the 
practice of assembling. 

In both cases above, a Christian missed the worship as-
sembly, but they did not at all sin by “forsaking” the assembling 
of the saints. Brethren, the actions that some congregations are 
taking to protect their most vulnerable members, does not 
demonstrate a lack of faith in God, but rather a deep love and 
deference toward their more vulnerable brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Furthermore, many Christians work throughout the week 
in populations that are very vulnerable and at risk. Taking tem-
porary precautions that can save their lives might require that 
some “miss” out on our usual practices, but it doesn’t mean they 
have “forsaken” the assembly and the Lord. Give it some 
thought. 

                                                   Steve Higginbotham 
                                                   PreachingHelp.org                  



The elders are 
monitoring the sit-
uation in regards 
to the corona virus 

closely. In trying to comply with 
recommendations from the CDC, 
the elders have canceled all 
events at the church building 
for now.  

We are able to live stream 
our Sunday morning service and 
our Wednesday auditorium 
class. The Wednesday night La-
dies Class is being done via Face 
Book live. The church web site 
has many of the Bible class les-
sons and sermons on the podcast 
page on our website.   

If you have prayer requests 
that you would like to put in the 
bulletin, please send them to: 
Susan.L.Ray@comcast.net. If 
you have a need that you need to 
discuss with an elder, please feel 
free to contact them. You can 
send your contribution through 
Elexio. The website has instruc-
tions on how to do it online. 
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