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How Thankful Are We? 
 

“In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus concerning you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18  

 
It is easy to take God’s blessings for granted.  Especially the ones 
that we receive on a daily/consistent basis.  In fact, if we are not 
careful, we may develop a sense of entitlement towards these bless-
ings.  Undoubtedly, we have all been affected in some way by the 
fallout from the current global pandemic.  Many are the voices of 
those that are murmuring about the current state of affairs. 
 
In contrast to the way many are responding, the directive from the 
apostle Paul (noted above) is clear.  Christians are to be thankful 
and express our gratitude to God in whatever situation we may 
find ourselves.  We should express our thanks to God in the day of 
prosperity, but we should also thank Him in the day of adversity 
since the “trying of your faith worketh patience” (James 1:13).  This 
is God’s will, what He wants us to do.  We would do well to observe 
the fact that God does not need our gratitude.  Rather, it helps us 
to be mindful of the fact that we are ever dependent on God’s provi-
sion and protection. 
 
The apostle Paul declared to the church at Philippi, “…I have 
learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be con-
tent” (Philippians 4:11).  Adversity, like persecution and affliction, 
can be an opportunity for spiritual growth.  Our attitude and ac-
tions in regard to COVID-19 are more a commentary on our charac-
ter and level of faith than the rigor of the circumstance.  God con-
tinues to bless us richly.  Among the many blessings that we have 
is the assurance that whatever may happen in this life, the eternal 
hope of life in Christ Jesus is sure.  To God be the glory!  Amen. 
 
                                                                     In Him, 
                                                                     Ricky Cook 



We Kneel In Prayer . . . 

Our Church Family: 
 

· Please continue to pray for Bruce Robins as he continues 
to recover from his recent surgeries.  

 
Our Friends and Loved Ones: 

· Sherry Wesley-Johnson asks us to pray for her and her 
family in their spiritual growth. 

· Please keep all those who have been affected by the tor-
nadoes in Tennessee in your prayers. 

· Former Laurel members, Caryll and Barbara Rice would 
like to thank you for the prayers for four month old, Clifton 
Rice, who was finally able to go home for the first time 
since his birth, after two heart surgeries. 

 

 
Our Military Families: Eric Byers, Caleb Crone, Rowan 
Crone, Ben Jackson, Kaila  Luo, Brian Fiddermon 

  

Continued Prayers Are Requested For:  Alexander John-
son, Verilyn Dawson, Carina Ashurst,  Mark Hoshall 

The SALT activities for March will be coordi-
nated by the ladies in the Cook life group. Dar-
lene Wilkins is the contact person. 

The elders are monitoring 
the situation in regards to 
the corona virus closely. In 
trying to comply with rec-
ommendations from the 
CDC, the elders have can-

celed all events at the church building for now.  
 

We are fortunate that we are able to live stream 
our Sunday morning service and our Wednesday 
night auditorium class. The Wednesday night La-
dies Class was done via Face Book live last 
Wednesday.  The church web site has many of the 
Bible class lessons and sermons on the podcast 
page at: www.laurelchurch.net.   
 

If you have prayer requests that you would like to 
put in the bulletin, please send them to: Su-
san.L.Ray@comcast.net. If you have a need that 
you need to discuss with an elder, please feel free 
to contact them.  
 

If you would like to send in your contribution, you 
can go to the website and find instructions on how 
to do it online. 

Yes, It’s a Pandemic 
 

Uncontrolled disease can be horrific. With the 
current worries about the spread of a new corona-
virus dubbed “COVID-19,” we have heard the 
terms “epidemic” and “pandemic” tossed around 
quite a bit. An epidemic occurs when a disease 
affects a greater number of people than is usual 
for an area, and a pandemic is when that epidem-
ic goes worldwide. With any disease, health offi-
cials search diligently for the cause, the mode of 
transmission, and possible clues to protecting the 
world population. 

As governments and health systems struggle 
to cope with the COVID-19 crisis, we are remind-
ed of the worldwide scourge of sin. Immorality 
and disobedience to God’s word definitely qualifies 
as a pandemic, because since the beginning of 
time it has swept across the globe, infecting and 
destroying millions upon millions of souls. Unlike 
COVID-19, we know the details of where sin 
comes from, how it is transmitted, and how it can 
be cured. 

Sin has a cause. Some believe Satan, or even 
Adam and Eve, are ultimately responsible for sin. 
But the root cause of sin is found in every heart 
that seeks its own will versus the will of the Fa-
ther (James 1:14-15). 

Sin is contagious. We like to think that our 
lives don’t affect others, but we would be sorely 
mistaken. The apostle Paul said that “Evil compa-
ny corrupts good habits” (1 Cor. 15:33). We can be 
infected by sinful examples around us, and trans-
mit it to others by our own example. 

Sin is curable. While finding cures for biolog-
ical disease is sometimes tricky, the cure for sin is 
straightforward and has been given by God’s reve-
lation. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross was a payment 
for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2). Those 
who believe (John 8:24), confess Him openly 
(Matt. 10:32-33), repent (Acts 17:30-31), and are 
baptized in water for the remission of sins (Acts 
2:38; Mark 16:16) will be cleansed of all past sins. 
After initial cleansing, we have continual cleans-
ing by confessing our sins to Him and walking in 
the light (1 John 1:7-10). 

Yes, there is a pandemic of sin rounding the 
globe, and the effects are far greater than any 
physical virus. But thanks be to God who has giv-
en us the cure through His Son Jesus the Christ! 

 
                                            Matt Clifton 

                                                 BulletinDigest.com 
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