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�The Importance Of Choices 
 

“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not 
defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor 
with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested 
of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile 
himself.”  Daniel 1:8 

 

A sobering reality of life is the fact that choices carry consequences.  
Whether the choice is wise or foolish, uninformed or well researched, they 
all carry consequences. The exhortations of the Bible are essentially a call 
to choose what is right.  God’s servant Daniel is an excellent example of 
one who chose what is right with strength and courage.  As we consider 
Daniel’s example, let us bear in mind some truths about choosing. 

1) Some choices are always right. It is always right to choose to obey 
God and remain faithful to Him.  In Daniel 1:8 we read that Daniel deter-
mined within himself to refrain from partaking of the king’s food.  This 
was the right choice.  It is important to note that Daniel’s strength and 
courage are seen in making this choice even though it could have cost him 
his life. 

2) Some choices are always wrong. It is always wrong to blaspheme 
God by worshipping idols and this Daniel refused to do.  From the exam-
ple of Daniel, we learn that it takes a certain amount of wisdom to discern 
a right choice from a wrong one.  Eating and drinking are necessary func-
tions of our existence.  However, Daniel appreciated that there are times 
when one must give consideration to the import of an action, not just the 
action itself.  Daniel did not forego eating and drinking.  However, he re-
fused to eat or drink that which would defile him. 

3)  Some choices are neutral. Daniel refused the king’s meat but he 
did not refuse the Babylonians knowledge.  Learning the from the litera-
ture of the Babylonians and learning their language was not in and of it-
self wrong.  This Daniel did and used the knowledge gained not only to 
serve man, more importantly he used it to glorify God. 

It can be quite challenging to choose to do the right thing or to choose 
to refrain from doing the wrong thing.  May we be truly thankful for the 
grace of God that equips us in the person of Christ Jesus to choose accord-
ing to His will with strength and courage.  Ephesians 6:13 “Wherefore take 
unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to stand.”  To God be the glory!  Amen! 

 
                                                                   In Him, 
                                                                   Ricky Cook 
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