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June 26, 2022 

 

Hopeless or Hopeful? 
 

“This I recall to my mind, Therefore I have hope. Through 
the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, Because His com-
passions fail not. They are new every morning; Great is 
Your faithfulness. “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, 
“Therefore I hope in Him!” The LORD is good to those who 
wait for Him, To the soul who seeks Him. It is good that 
one should hope and wait quietly for the salvation of the 
LORD.” Lamentations 3:21-26  

 

Surely one of the greatest tragedies to befall the nation of Israel 
was the destruction of Jerusalem during the reign of Zedekiah 
(Jeremiah 39:1-9). Nebuchadnezzar, a Babylonian king, razed the city 
and took many of the Israelites captive. It must have been a devastat-
ingly humiliating experience for the people of God to see their city go 
up in flames and be led away as captives by a pagan nation. That 
event, with its aftermath, precipitated the writing of The Lamenta-
tions of Jeremiah. 

With their afflictions and sufferings still fresh in his mind, Jeremi-
ah pens the Lamentations. Jeremiah, as did his brethren, struggled to 
comprehend the judgment of God upon His people. Yet, at the depth of 
despair the prophet comes to a stunning realization.  In their affliction 
he came to a better understanding of, and developed a greater appreci-
ation for God’s wisdom, goodness, power and grace. In chapter 3 of 
Lamentations there is an abrupt shift in the tone of the prophet’s 
words. He changes from the accusing agony of verses 1-18 to praising 
God for His compassion. 

There is a great word of encouragement and lesson to be learned 
from what Jeremiah wrote. Whatever our lot in life may be, it is be-
cause of God’s lovingkindness that we are not consumed. In any given 
situation we may not know God’s purpose. However, we may always 
rest assured that He is faithful. The weight of our trials and sorrows 
may move us to tears and frustration. Yet, it behooves us to remember 
that God IS! He is loving. He is faithful. He is compassionate. He is 
God and we are not. We do not know what He knows. We do not see all 
that He sees. But, we do know Him.  In our times of trial and trouble, 
yea at all times, may we remember the great declaration of God – Jere-
miah 29:11 “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the 
LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a 
hope.”  To God be the glory!  Amen. 
 

                                                            In Him, 
                                                               Ricky Cook 
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