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Somewhere, I Missed My Turn! 
 

With the advent of GPS, travelling to places you’ve never been 
is much simpler (or so they say) now than it was in the past. But, if 
you can remember the days of yore when there was no GPS, such a 
trip could prove to be quite an ordeal. Perhaps you’ve had the expe-
rience of following printed (or handwritten) directions. For many of 
us, such an undertaking generally required a stop at a gas station 
or convenience store for further consultation. What went wrong?  
Were the directions faulty or is it possible that somewhere we 
missed a turn? 

The Christian’s journey through life can be likened to this expe-
rience. The Bible serves as our guide and direction (thus, the direc-
tions are always accurate). Like the Israelites we are led by an in-
fallible guide. Why is it then that we, as did they, experience de-
tours, dead-ends and dry places? At times, we experience these 
things because they serve to accomplish God’s purpose. Israel’s 
dead-end experience at the Red Sea (Exodus 14:1-4) served the pur-
pose of proving God’s sovereignty to the Egyptians. 

Yet, there are times when we experience these things because 
somewhere we missed our turn. Disobedience and/or doubt will 
cause us to stray from the path on which God is leading. We are 
warned by the apostle Paul to learn from the Israelites’ example – 
1 Corinthians 10:1-10. Israel’s journey is our journey. As they failed 
to follow God and suffered the consequences of their error, so it is 
possible for us to repeat their mistake. The Hebrew writer cites the 
Israelites as an example and then makes this declaration – “Take 
heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, 
in departing from the living God.”  Hebrews 3:12. 

When we cease to walk by faith, it is inevitable that we will 
miss a turn. The Christian sojourn is a journey of faith. Our jour-
ney is not dictated by what we think or feel. It is not subject to the 
whims of our circumstances nor is it governed by the philosophies 
and ideologies of man. Our hope and trust are in the living God, 
with whom there is no failure. As we journey on to heaven, we will 
find that the road is long and the going can be tough. However, be-
cause God Is, we can make it. “Finally, my brethren, be strong in 
the Lord, and in the power of His might.”  Ephesians 6:10. To God 
be the glory!  Amen. 
 

                                                                   In Him, 
                                                                   Ricky Cook 



Order of  Worship Moving the Comma 
 

Alexander III was Tsar of Russia from 1881-1894. His 
rule was marked by repression, and in particular by per-
secution of Jews. His wife, Maria Fedorovna, provided a 
stark contrast, being known for her generosity to those in 
need. On one occasion her husband had signed an order 
consigning a prisoner to life in exile. It read simply, 
“Pardon impossible, to be sent to Siberia.” Maria changed 
that prisoner’s life by moving the comma in her hus-
band’s order. She altered it to “Pardon, impossible to be 
sent to Siberia.” 

All of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 
(Romans 3:23). And the wages of sin is death (Romans 
6:23). 

Jesus taught that each person is traveling one of two 
roads: “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and 
broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are 
many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and dif-
ficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few 
who find it” (Matthew 7:13-14). 

Because of our sin, we are traveling down the road to 
destruction, to Hell. Our situation was hopeless until, 
through Christ, “the comma was moved.” 

Because of His great love for us, God sent His Son Je-
sus to die on the cross for our sins (John 3:16). Jesus paid 
the price for our sins so that we might have forgiveness 
and receive the gift of eternal life (Ephesians 1:7; Romans 
6:23). 

God has promised to save those who will place their 
faith and trust in Jesus (Acts 16:30-31), turn from their 
sins in repentance (Acts 17:30-31), confess Jesus before 
men (Romans 10:9-10), and are baptized (immersed) into 
Christ for the forgiveness of their sins (Acts 2:38). He will 
continue to cleanse those who continue to walk in the 
light of His Word (1 John 1:7). 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who 
are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the 
flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of 
sin and death” (Romans 8:1, 2, 4). 

In Christ, God has changed the comma that stood 
against us. From “Pardon impossible, send to Hell” comes 
the good news of salvation: “Pardon, impossible to send to 
Hell.” 
Won’t you allow God to “move the comma” in your life by 
accepting His offer of forgiveness and life?  
 
                                       David A. Sargent 
                                       via Church of Christ at Creekwood 
                                       Mobile, AL 
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