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A Dysfunctional Approach To Life 
 

Oxford defines “dysfunctional” as follows: Dysfunctional – not 
operating normally or properly. 

Consider the following excerpt from the fable Animal School: 
Once upon a time, the animals decided they must do something 

heroic to meet the problems of a “new world” so they organized a 
school.  They had adopted an activity curriculum consisting of run-
ning, climbing, swimming and flying.   To make it easier to adminis-
ter the curriculum, all the animals took all the subjects.  The duck 
was excellent in swimming. In fact, better than his instructor. But he 
made only passing grades in flying and was very poor in running. 
Since he was slow in running, he had to stay after school and also 
drop swimming in order to practice running. This was kept up until 
his webbed feet were badly worn and he was only average in swim-
ming.  The rabbit started at the top of the class in running but had a 
nervous breakdown because of so much makeup work in swim-
ming.  The squirrel was excellent in climbing until he developed frus-
tration in the flying class where his teacher made him start from the 
ground up instead of the treetop down. He also developed a “Charlie 
horse” from overexertion and then got a C in climbing and a D in run-
ning.  The eagle was a problem child and was disciplined severely. In 
the climbing class, he beat all the others to the top of the tree but in-
sisted on using his own way to get there. 

As humorous as this story may be, it makes its point.  When we 
endeavor to operate outside our “creative norm” problems ensue.  It 
is emphatically declared Ecclesiastes 12:13 “Let us hear the conclu-
sion of the whole matter.  Fear God, and keep His commandments: for 
this is the whole duty of man.”  Thus our creative purpose is defined 
by our Creator.  For humanity, our endeavors to live outside the 
boundaries of God’s laws will be met with no more success than the 
animals of this fable.  Undoubtedly the psalmist had this in mind 
when he acknowledged Psalm 119:105 “Thy word is a lamp unto my 
feet, and a light unto my path.” 

What a blessing it is to know the word and will of our Heavenly 
Father.  He alone is able to guide is in the way that is right and prop-
er.  To God be the glory!  Amen. 
 
                                                                In Him, 
                                                                Ricky Cook 



 

Where Faith Meets Life! 
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Please remember to turn 
off, mute or set to vibrate  

all cell phones  and  electronic 
devices during services. 


