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Are We Better? 
 

“ Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I 
have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.” Isaiah 
48:10  

 
It has been said, “Adversity is not a monster to be feared, but a chal-
lenge to be embraced.”  The above referenced passage declares to us 
that God can, and sometimes does, use adversity to discipline His 
children.  The fall of Jerusalem and the Babylonian exile had been 
prophesied by God centuries before these things came to pass.  
God’s purpose in foretelling these things was twofold.  One purpose 
was that when these things came to pass Israel would know that 
they happened according to the permissive will of God.  The other 
purpose was that Israel learn that God was to be trusted. 
 
God had a purpose in what He allowed.  Israel was to be “refined” 
by the Babylonian captivity.  The reference is to that of purifying 
metal by subjecting it to intense heat and thus separating the good 
metal from the dross.  “…but not with silver…” means that this was 
about something far more important than obtaining literal silver.  
God was spiritually refining Israel as a nation. 
 
The apostle Paul declared that the things written concerning Israel 
should serve as an example for our learning – Romans 15:4 “For 
whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learn-
ing, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might 
have hope.”  Every adverse situation that we face in life is not nec-
essarily a matter of our being disciplined by God (i.e. – Job).  Yet, it 
must be acknowledged that this is a possibility. 
 
Whatever the reason for our adversity let us take comfort and re-
joice in the fact that God has something better in mind than the 
adversity itself.  Whether the adversity be to correct us or perfect 
us, God’s grace is sufficient (2 Corinthians 12:9-10), His mercy is 
boundless (2 Peter 3:10), and His faithfulness endures (1 Peter 
4:19).  To God be the glory!  Amen. 
 
                                                                       In Him, 
                                                                       Ricky Cook 



Order of  Worship Water Cycle 
 

In modern times we often want to think that science has 
all the answers, that they have figured everything out. 
Science is making great strides in our understanding of 
the world around us and we think we are getting to know 
and understand our world in ways that ancient people 
never could have. One of the things that you may have 
learned about in school as a child is the water cycle 
(hydrologic cycle). There is a mystery that scientist were 
trying to figure out for thousands of years. Where did the 
water in the rivers all come from, and why didn’t the 
ocean’s water level constantly rise? 
 
In the 1600s, two Frenchmen, Pierre Perrault and Edmé 
Mariotte, showed that there was enough water from 
evaporation and rain to explain how water reached the 
land and then flowed back to the sea. Finally, these scien-
tists came up with a theory that seemed to explain where 
the water that flowed down the rivers and into the sea 
came from. However, thousands of years before this God 
was sharing this information with the Jewish people and 
we find hints of this in the Bible. 
 
The book of Ecclesiastes hints at the fact that the water 
that comes down the river will return back to the begin-
ning or the source of the river again. “The wind blows to 
the south and turns to the north; round and round it 
goes, ever returning on its course. All streams flow into 
the sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place the streams 
come from, there they return again” (Ecclesiastes 1:6-7). 
 
The Bible makes it clear that the water that comes down 
as rain is from evaporation. The prophet Amos writing 
over 2800 years ago wrote, “The One who builds His up-
per chambers in the heavens And has founded His vault-
ed dome over the earth, He who calls for the waters of the 
sea And pours them out on the face of the earth, The Lord 
is His name” (Amos 9:6). 
 
The book of Job does an even better job of painting a pic-
ture of the water cycle describing the evaporation and 
distilling of water into clouds that rain down on the 
streams. “He draws up the drops of water, which distill 
as rain to the streams; the clouds pour down their mois-
ture and abundant showers fall on mankind” (Job 36:27-
28). The Bible continues to show us how wonderful our 
creator really is. We have so much to learn and the Bible 
can continue to teach us. 

 
                                         Brad Tolbert 

                                               Monticello church of Christ 
                                               Monticello, AR 
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