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He Knows What He’s Doing 
 

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith 
the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you 
an expected end.” Jeremiah 29:11  

 

One of the facts of the Christian life is that it is an ongoing learn-
ing process. Learning is not so much important for the accumulating of 
knowledge, but for the building of faith. When we allow God to speak 
to us through His word, internalize it by faith and demonstrate it in 
obedience, the necessary result is that we will be blessed, and God will 
be glorified. Thus, we can discern that learning is not about becoming 
a theological superior. Rather, it is needful to help us become vessels 
suited for the Master’s purpose and service. 

The lessons that God teaches us through His word are both practi-
cal and beneficial. One of the things that we need daily is to be encour-
aged in the faith. There is a very encouraging word from our God in 
Jeremiah 29. Of the lessons to be learned from this declaration of God 
are a realization and a conclusion. Contextually, this was a low point 
for the nation of Israel. The chosen of God who had subdued the Prom-
ised Land were now captives in Babylon.  God spoke to Israel for the 
purpose of letting them know that in spite of what it looked like, He 
was working on their behalf for their good. 

The realization to which we must come is that while we may not 
know or understand what God is doing (if we are honest we may say 
that there are times that we don’t “like” what God is doing), He knows 
what He’s doing. The power, faithfulness, grace, mercy, and love of 
God are not dependent on our ability to comprehend the manner in 
which God chooses to work in our lives. He is God all by Himself – 
Psalm 21:13. We must realize and embrace the fact that because we 
don’t know, doesn’t mean that God doesn’t know – 2 Corinthians 5:7. 
In all that God determines and in all that He allows, He knows what 
He’s doing. 

The conclusion that we are able to reach is that in days of prosperi-
ty and in days of adversity, God is in control. We do not know every-
thing nor are we able to explain everything. God does not reveal to us 
the exact manner of His working in every event. However, this we 
have learned, God is faithful – Lamentations 3:22-24. May we be en-
couraged and take courage in the fact that our Father knows what 
He’s doing.  To God be the glory! 

 
                                                                    In Him, 
                                                                    Ricky Cook 



Order of  Worship The Devil’s Asset 
 

Samson was an incredibly strong man. The Lord gave 
him his strength, and as long as he kept his vow secret he 
was safe. No man or band of men could defeat him, but a 
woman named Delilah did. The Bible says, “And it came to 
pass, when she pestered him daily with her words and 
pressed him, so that his soul was vexed to death, that he told 
her. all his heart” (Judges 16:16-17). She conquered him 
through sheer persistence. 

The devil does not give up. He is extremely persistent. 
‘He will repeat the same temptation a thousand times if that 
is what it takes. It is true that if we resist the devil he will 
flee from us (James 4:7). But he always returns at an oppor-
tune time (Luke 4:13). When he does, the temptation is often 
the same. It just has a slightly different appearance. 

It is said that the key to real estate is location, location, 
location. It also said that the key to education is repetition, 
repetition, repetition. The devil’s key to temptation is persis-
tence. He knows our weak points and exploits them. He does 
not even consider giving us a break. Mercy is not in his think-
ing. He never plays fair. Just when we are at our lowest he 
hits us the hardest. Like Delilah, he keeps pounding us with 
temptation knowing that we will object. But he also knows 
that if he keeps trying we may give in. 

The forms may be different today, but the temptations 
are the same ones Satan used in the Bible. He provokes us by 
things we see, hear, and feel. He lures us with “the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16). 
He tries to cast doubt in our minds and beat us down so that 
we become so discouraged we want to quit. With some the 
test is alcohol, sex, or greed. With others it is loneliness and 
heartache. The devil may attack us through the internet, a 
false teacher, or even a friend or family member. Whatever 
the means, he uses them over and over. 

There are power-mad people in this world who are calcu-
lated and persistent in their goals. Islamists have no inten-
tion of letting up on their efforts to impose sharia. The gay, 
lesbian, and transgender community has spread throughout 
our culture simply because they refuse to take no for an an-
swer. Global politicians are relentless in trying to convince us 
that climate change is the moral issue of our time. It is not 
facts, logic, or truth that is their weapon. It is persistence. 

How can we win against an enemy like this? By beating 
the devil at his own game. By being just as persistent as he 
is. By repeating “It is written” just as Jesus did (Matt. 4:1-
10). By remembering to “pray without ceasing” because “men 
always ought to pray and not lose heart” (1 Thess. 5:17; Luke 
18:1). By searching the Word of God daily and meditating on 
it day and night (Acts 17:11; Psa. 1:2). So “let us not grow 
weary while doing good,” for in due season we shall reap if we 
do not lose heart” (Gal. 6:9). May God give us strength to 
“hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to 
the end” (Heb. 3 :6). 

 
                                               Kerry Duke 

                                                     West End church of Christ 
                                               Livingston, TN 
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